NOTES

1. Pumple Sandpiper Calidris maritima
A New Species To The List Of The Birds Of Malta

We were requested to examine a specimen, claimed to be a Purple Sandpiper Calidris
maritima, by Mo J. Pulis, a swuffed-bird collecdonist. The specimen which was wken on
5th December 1976 from Gzira Pt Limits of Wied il-Ghajn, wrned out to be so, this being
the first record for the Maltese Islands.

The Pumple Sandpiper is known largely as a passage migrant and as a winter visitor in
Europe. It is found right around the Arctdc coast breeding in most of the countries which
offer the tundra type of country which it prefers. In Europe it breeds mainly in the northem
part-of Scandinavia, while it winters south to the Adantic coast of France; very occas-
sionally as far south as Morocco. (Information derived from Voous' Atlas of Furopean Birds
and from Vaurie's The Birds of the Palearctic Fauna).

The specimen was very dark on the back, slightly darker on the crown. The back had an
overall pumplish kind of sheen. The breast was less dark with a sooty brown colour while
the chin had a lighter colour. The belly was white. The inner parc of the bill had a slighdy
orange hue while the legs were yellow ochre. The four outer mil feathers were very pale
grey with a white €dge while the four central tail feathers were dark and longer.

Mr. J.Pulis informed us that the bird appeared extremely tame, a characteristic beha~
viour of this species in winter quarters.

The measurements (in mm.) of the specimen were as follows: Wing — 122; Tail — 58;

Tarsus — 21; and the Bill 29,
Joe Sultana & Chardes Gauci
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