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IN MEMORIAM

It was not the gods, but the birds, who were formerly masters and kings
over men.

“The Birds” — ARISTOPHANES

Out of the wilderness surrounding the house to which we had moved in
the beautiful Sussex village of Anstye my husband created a wonderful garden
which was visited by many people and ‘hundreds of birds. 7

The birds became so tame that it was not uneommon to see a robin alight
on the spade when my husband was digging or for thrushes and b]ackbiids
to follow with self-interest his progress with the hoe. In the caves beneath
our roof swallows nested and returned with their young; a kingfisher was a
frequent visitor to the pond, and a pair of magpies made our garden the scene
of their fleeting comings and goings. )

One incident, among many, comes to mind. A blue tit flew fearlessly on
to my husbhand’s band one lovely summer evening. A farm-labourer on his
way home stopped at the sight and said, “‘Now that’s how it should be. That's
how it was meant to hel”

Because my hushand felt that’s how it was meant to be, when we came
to live here he joined the Malia Ornithological Society, that valiant David which
fights a seemingly invincible Goliath. He believed that against all odds and
with the passing of time the efforts of the Society would one day transform
the Maltese Islands from a bird cemetery to a bird sanctuary,. To these cfforts
and to my husband’s memory this issue of Il-Merill is dedicated.

Marjorie Morris

. C. Morris

When dealing with old, ingrained, seemingly intransigent problems, almost
all of us instinctively feel that something ought to be done to remove ancient
wrongs, to wipe out some deep injustice, or merely to put matters right.

But unfortunately such wrongs will not simply disappear because we placidly
make a mental note; we have to act, we nced to intervene even if it means
~ s in the case of nature conservation —- that we must collide with deep
psychological situations on a national scale. It does not mean that we discard
democratic opinion but rather that we seek to regenerate interest where it has
been allowed to wither and stamped out of the national eonsciousness.
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The Malta (rnithological Society is comunitted to remove this blight which
afflicts Maltese society and ceeks bravely to face up to it. In the course of
time this struggle has not w asted us away but we have cratheu,d momentum and
vone from QU(,HUth to strength.

O course it has been possd)le because others have decided to do something
about it too - cach within the limits of his ability and ])0%51]31111) people
who have found within themsclves the rare sensitivity and senerosity of heart
to offer a helping hand.

Among the noblest at hearl, we came across Mr. H.C. Morris, a gentleman
serencly at peace with himseld because he was at peace with nature and appre-
ciative of its Illb])lrdUOIl He is now no longer among us to :trenathen our
resolve but in tribute of his oid, we will keep the memory of this frlend alive.

This H.C. MORRIS Memorial Yssue of JI-Merill will ensure that his name
will always be associated with the Malta Ornithological Society.

Pominic Cutajar

Editor
—Menll

R/ ‘ ING
S5th Fe})ruarv 1976. Here

Secrefary s 1Cpor

—adies
T am glad to welconme you againfor this—annual UPneral meeting. The past
vear was a timne of great activity for-the-Seeiety Many ‘members have contributed

a greal deal o the aims ot the Society—Others have heen very generous towards
ite [unds. Many olners fave shownthelr—appl reciation and enwuraued us in our
Tifcult task. Tt would take Tire jormgte-imen tonall these members by their name,
hat T would [ike fo bring 1O sum netiee—the stetling work done by the Young
Members Section, the way they Jave—been—organising themselves, the harmouy

they are he propaganda they are

keeping wilh

spreading amongst other youths about—whatwe believe is beneficial to our avian
fauna and orniihological studics. To-many—other yauths they have proved to be
a beacon of Tight in a world Jdarkened by-indiseriminate shooling and vandalistic
acts. On several oecasions tey cottrboroted with the Bepartmeni of Agricultare
i a : : ira_ and Ta® Qali.

Two vears ago we ammomTeed —m—a—general mggnne_thJ the Society had
ndertaken fo publisii @ book om the—birds—of Malta Tt is my great at pleasure,
i{his evening, o anmounce tat tis—bookunder the title *A Guide to the Birds
of Malta™ 1s ready am : nference in the very
near luture. < , suide is mot intended to
serve as a descriplive and s W standard Furopean field
guides and much wider works are vattable—but it “H)\'Idec a comprehensive.
unamblgumu basetine for future ornitholesieal T!IldleS. It is a great credit to
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