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YOUNG MEMBERS’ SECTICON: PUBLIC RELATIONS

John Azzopardi

The age-old tradition of bird-catching is so well embedded in the mind
of the Maltese people, and the best way 1o alter this mentality is through
education.

Most of the activities of the YMS are organised with the aim of reaching
voung people. During 1975 two major activities of this kind were launched.
1. Essay Competition

In May an essay competilion was organised for secondary scheol students.
The topic was bird protection and the title was “‘L.-Ghasafar: X Ifissru Ghalik?"
(What do Birds mean to You?). Considering that this was the first time such
an activity was being held, over 130 entries could he well considered an excellent
response. 98 girls and 39 boys took part from ten schools, 5 boys’ and 5 girls’
schools. The standard reached was quite high and in addition to the first three

prizes, an extra three consolation prizes were offered. The winners were as follows:

Ist Prize of £M5 book-token:

Miss Carmen Dalli — Maria Regina Secondary Scheol.
2nd Prize of £M3 book-token:
Miss Bernardette Gauei - - Zurrieq Secondary School.
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3rd Prize of £M2 book-token:

Miss Mary Cachia -— Zurrieq Secondary School.
Consolation prizes: of £M] book-token each.

a. Mr. Raymond Mifsud, St. Aloysius College

b. Miss Sandra Theuma, Maria Regina Grammar School

c. Miss Colette Cumbo, St. Louis Secondary School. .

The prize-giving ceremony was held on 10th October at the Cultural Insti-
tute. Iloriana. The event opened with an illusirated talk on the breeding birds
of Malta by Mr. J. Sultana, then Secretary of MOS. After an opening 1alk
by the Semetaw of the YMS, the Asst. Director of Education Mr. L.A, F arrugia
distributed the prizes. \thn he addressed the audience, Mr. Farrugia praised
the work of the MOS as well as the hold resolution of the YMS. He emphaq!sed
the fact that education should be instrumental in the MOS effort to make the
public conscious of the need to conserve the natural heritage of our country.
T'he evening closed with the reading of the winning essay by Miss Carmen Dalli.

An ex nbltxon of the work and publications of the MOS was held in the
entrance hall of the Institute. The Press was invited for the ocecasion.

Th 1e Asst. Dngctor o I*ducahon presentmq the first pn?C to the winner
of the Itssay Competition. Looking on are J. Azzopardi YMS Secretary
(on left) and R. Cachia Zammit YMS Committee Member.

Z. Bird Conservation Campaign

For the third consecutive year the YMS staged a protest with placards in
Valletta on 4th October. A set of hand-painted posters carrving telling slogans
were displaved. The posters appealed for the protection of all ])reedm‘r species
and all birds of prev, as well as for the establishment of bird sanctuaries af
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Ghadira and Tilfla. The posters also called on the local shooters to be more dis-
criminate in their quarry and to spare beneficial and rare breeders such as the
barn owl, as well as those hirds which do not constitute game. Leaflets about the
MOS were also distributed.

The views of the general public watching the protest were varied. Many
agreed with our cause, others dismissed it with sarcasm. Others still did not
bother. However, it is certain that the effort was never lost — some good will
always result.

3. Habitat Management at Ghadira

A lot of voluntary work is carried out during the vear by the YMS in the
management of the habitat at Ghadira. This is a long-term poliey which the
YMS has adopted in trying to save Ghadira from disappearing for ever under
steel and conerete, as well as improving the habitat which had started to degene-
rate through the random parking of cars and pitching of camps. The work
which is being carried out in eollaboration with the Department of Agriculture
under the guidance of Mr. }oe Borg, Afforestation Officer, involves the planting
of several hundred trees (mostly tamarisk and pine) as well as the erection
and maintenance of a reed fence to protect the saplings from the wind. Recenily
a stretch of land along the outer border of Ghadira has been planted with prieckly
pears to form a natural barrier thus impeding cars from entering and causing
the erosion of the soil.

Several tree-planting activities have been held at Ghadira and others arc
projected for the near future. Tree-planting sessions have also been held on
other occasions at Xemxija and Ta’ Qali.
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