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2, Unusual Nests of the Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata

The Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata is one of the few resident species in the
Maltese Islands, occurring mainly in open countryside. The nest is usually situated within
a foot of the ground in low scrub (Sultana & Gauci — The Breeding Birds of Malta — Malta
Year Book 1970). However 4 nests found during the last four years ar Santa Lucia/Hal
Saflieni area were much higher. One was found on 23cd May 1974 at Sanwm Lucia in a
cypress tree ata height of about 137 cm above the ground. It contdined S young which left
the nest in June. The second nest was found in May 1975 in the same area but in a dif-
ferent cypress tiee. This was only about 81 cm above the ground, but still reladvely hi gh
for a Spectacled Warbler's nest. The third nest was found on 19th May 1976, again in the
same area and in the same tree of the previcus nest. It was built at a remarkaple height of
about 183 cm. The last nest was found at Hal Saflieni on 10th April 1977, at a height of
about 163 cm in an introduced tree Agave americana.

Apart from the fact that the three nests found at Sanm Lucia were all built in the same
area (two in the same tree), it is interesting to note that they were all found in May. This
suggests that adequate vegeration in which to build nests may nothave been available in
that area during that time and so the birds had o use trees as nesting sites.

Richard Cachia Zammit


smica06
Cross-Out


