
:lrd Prize of £LU2 booh-token: 
!\1iss Mary Cachia -- Zurrieq Secondary School. 

Consolat-ion prizes: of £Ml book-token each. 
o. Mr. Raymond Mifsud, St. Aloysius College 
h. Miss Sandra Theuma, Maria Jlegina Grammar School 
('. Miss Colette Cumbo, St. Louis Secondary School. 

The prize-giving ceremony was held on lOth October at the Cultural Insti
tute. Floriana. The event opened with an illustrated talk on the breeding birds 
of l\lalta by Mr. .1. Sultana, then Secretary of MOS. After an opening talk 
by the Secretary of the YMS, the Asst. Director of Education Mr. L.A. Farrugia 
distributed the prizes. 'When he addressed the audience, Mr. Farrugia praised 
the work of the MOS as well as the bold resolution of the YMS. He emphasised 
the fact that education should be instrumental in the MOS effort to make the 
puhlic conscious of the need to conserve the natural heritage of our country. 
The evening closed with the reading o[ the winning essay hy Miss Carmen Dalli. 

An exhibition of the work and publications of the MOS was held in the 
entrance hall of the Institute. The Press was invited for the occasion. 

The Asst. Director of Education presenting the first prize to the winner 
of the Essa,, ComJ1etition. Looking on are ]. Azzopardi YJ\f'S Secretary 

(on left) and R. Cachia Zammit Y'I\IS Committee 'I\1-emh.er. 

2. H!rd Conservation Campaign 
For the third consecutiYe year the YMS staged a protest with placards in 

Yallettn on chh October. A set of hand-painted posters carrying telling slogans 
were displayed. The posters appealed for the prott'ction of all breeding species 
and all birds of prev, as well as for the cstahlishrnent of bird sanctuaries at 
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Gbadira and FiH1a. The posters also railed on the local shooters to be more dis
niminate in their quarry and to spare benefirial and rare breeders such as the 
barn owl, as well as those birds which do not constitute game. Leaflets about the 
MOS were also distributed. 

The views of the general public watching the protest were varied. ManY 
agreed with our r:mse, others dismissed it with sarcasm. Others still did not 
bother. However, it is certain that the effort was never lost - some good will 
always result. 

3. Habiltat Management at Gnadira 
A lot of voluntary work is carried out durinrr the year bv the YMS in the 
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management of the habitat at Gnadira. This is a long-term policy which the 
YMS has adopted in trying to save Ghadira from disappearing for ever under 
steel and concrete, as well as improving the habitat which had started to degene
rate through the random parking of cars and pitching of camps. The work 
which is being carried out in collaboration with the Department of Agriculture 
under the guidance of Mr. Joe Borg, Afforestation Officer, involves the 
of several hundred trees (mostly tamarisk and pine) as well as the erection 
and maintenance of a reed fence .to protect the saplings from the wind. Hecenth 
a stretch of land along the outer border of Gbadira has been planted with pricklY 
pears to form a natural harrier thus impeding cars from entering and causing 
the erosion of the soil. 

Several tree-planting activities have been held at Ghadira and others arc 
projected for the near future. Tree-planting sessions haYe also heen held on 
other occasions a! Xemxija and Ta' Qali. 

TAXONOMICAL POSITiON OF THE TREE SPARROW OF MAL fA 

Andrew Keve (Budapest) 

The occurrence of the Tree Sparrow Passer montanus in Malta has been 
known since 1843, Jmt even Despot! (1917), Roberts (19S4), De Lucca & De 
Lueca (1959) and De Lucca (1967) have taken it for a sporadic straggler. lts 
breeding in 1967 was published for the first lime by Sultana (1969). 
Since that time larger flocks have been observed, smaller ones more frequenth. 
although the Tree Sparrow is not a regular visitor to Malta (Ganci & Sultana 
1971). 

Some specimens were collected, but it seemed not valid enough for a taxo
nomical determination, as the populatiom of South-Italy and Sicily had heen 
determined for P.m. montanus. 

The IBP meeting in Leningrad in 1973 decided to prepare a monograph 
on the Tree Sparrow, and it was an honour for me, that Dr. Pinowski invited 
me to write the taxonomical chapter. 

Till now 33 suhspeeies of the Passer montanus have been described, but 
many of them synonimized, so Mmeau and Greenway ( 196:2) accepted only seven 
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subspecies. Studying the literature, one can see that in the S\"nonimization the 
opinions o[ the different authors are not uniform. 

This was the reason for preparing a new re\·ision, which I could undertake 
with the kind help of 32 museums and institutions on 14Il skins. 

According to this revision the Spanish P.m. hispaniae (v. Jm·dans 1932) has 
proved to he a valid subspecies. 

With the kind aid of Prof. Dott. E. Moltoni (Milano), of Dr. I.H.F. Lyster 
(Edinburgh), of Dr. H. Schifter (Vienna), of Dr . .1. Reichholf (Munich) and 
of Dr. G. Mauersberger (Berlin) I could compare a bigger series of ItaJlian Tree 
Sparrows, on which results I have written in another paper. The Terra Typica 
of P. m. montanus, Linne 1753, was fixed by Clancey (1943) in the region 
of Ravenna, North Italy, and my result;; have shown that the South Italians 
are not identical with them. The southern limit of the area of P. m. montanusi 
reaches down to Rome. In Calabria, Sicily and Sarde;~na lives the Spanish Passer 
montanus hispaniae. 

So it seems expedient also to ascertain to which subspecies belongs the 
population of the Island of Malta. Mr. J. Sultana was so kind to send me a 
skin which I have compared with Spanish ones. As it was to be expected it 
proved to belong to the brighter P. m. hispaniae with small wing-sizes (65 mm). 
Because of the scarcity of Tree Sparrow in Maita one cannot expect bigger series 
of skins and the proof from this single specimen can he regarded as the logical 
conclusion. 

Perhaps the Tree Sparrow is in Malta as part of its area-expansion towards 
the South, to the southern part of Asia Minor, Iraq and Israel where it was 
found recently; 20 years ago the Tree Sparrow was unknown in such countries. 

I'm very obliged to acknowledge the help of my Colleagues, who made 
possible my successful revision. 
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:'\ote: The wing-length of 44 Tree-Sparro\I'S measured (maximum ebord) by the 
MOS ringers range from 62.5 to 72 mm. (mosth 6S-69') with a mean of 
66.9 llliil. . 
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MIGRATION Of THE SU:BALPH\I.E WARBLER Sylvia cantillans 
THROUGH MALTA 

Chades Gauci & Joo Sultana 

Between the years 1966-75 the M.O.S. Ringing Group ringed 1,.375 Subalr:;iu.e 
\Varhlers Sylvia cantillans trapped on passage through the Maltese Islands. The 
great majority of these were aged and sexed, measured and weighed. This paper 
discusses some aspects of Subalpine 'Warblers' .passage through :Malta based 
mainly on the data collected. 

Bn~eding range, winter quarters and passage: 
The Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans breeds· in the Mediterranean basin. 

Its range extends from the Iberian Peninsula through southern France, most of 
ftaly, Yugoslavia, Albania, Greece, Crete and Western Turkey, on the European 
side, and from Morocco east to Tunisia in North Africa. It also breeds on the 
major Mediterranean Islands. Three sub-species are recognised - the nominate 
cantillans in western Europe east of Italy; albistriata in SE Europe, from Yugo
slavia eastwards; and inornata in northern west Africa. The Subalpine \Varbler 
is essentially a summer visitor and after breeding migrates south to winter in 
the dry scrub zone of West Africa, along the southern borders of the Sahara, 
from Senegal in the west to eastern Chad in the east. Moreau (1961) discussed 
the controversial migration of the different populations of this species. On 
autumn passage the Subalpine Warbler is very scarce on the north-eastern coast 
of Africa bnt in spring becomes common and is seen as far east as Cyprus. 
In autumn, therefore, birds from the eastern Mediterranean breeding population 
either migrate west south-west across the Mediterranean or overfly the north
east African eoast. 

Passage throwgh Malta: 
The Subalpine Warbler is a spring and autumn migrant through Malta. 

The main spring passage is from the last week in March to the last week in 
April with a few in mid-March and May. In autumn it is the first migrant to 
appear, some arriving in mid-] uly hut with a pealk from mid-August to the 
third week of September. It is much more abundant in autumn than in spring. 
Table l gives the first and last dates in spring and autumn in the years 1968-74, 
while figures la and lb show the number of Subalpine Warblers in Malta 
during the ten years 1966-75. They clearly show the relative abundance of the 
species and the time of migration. 

Hab-itat and food in Malta: 
In spring: Subalpine Warblers are seen mainly around the eoast with only 

a few moving inland. The available food is made up of insects. The berries of 
the Ivy H edera helix are abundant in late March, and though these form tl1e 
staple diet of Blackcaps preparing to move north, thev are rnosth- ignored bv 
the Subalpine Warblers. 
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