NEW HYBRID Passer montanus X Passer hispaniolensis
Frank Smith & Sammy Borg

December has always proved to be one of the least exciting months of the
vear with regard to bird ringing. Ringers may relax and enjoy the festive season
before the spring brings forth resurgent bird-life to the Maltese Islands.

On 7th December 1975 we decided to go bat-netting sparrows at Hal Far
during the late evening. The ecatch was a satisfactory one and thirty-seven
sparrows were netted in all. One of the birds in particular showed quite different
characteristic features than the rest of the birds. Its devious attempts to escape.
its “‘slippery’” smooth feathers and its over all appearance and smaller size were
those of a I'ree Sparrow Passer montanus. However, its pugnacious attitude and
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vonspieuous whilish eve stripe (supercilium) which passed through, as well
above the eve were indicative of the Spauish Sparrow Passer hispundolensis,

It had o mamdy Tight reddizh-hroww heal witle the crown feathers grevish
hrown to grey forming a cap. These grev erown featliers were of even colour
from tip to root unlike those of the similar winter head plumage of the Spanish
Sparrew. The latter’s erown feathers of the winter plemage are still brown though
they have broad  erevizsh edzes am! tips thus coucealing the overall brownish
apprarance. The bill which was of mediunt size was tipped hlack with a vellow
base. LUhe iris was dark brown while the cheeks were lizht grev to white with
arey car coverts. It had o greyish blaek bib similar in width but longer than
that of the Tree Sparmw. which reachied just to the upper breasi. There was a
comitlete absence of anv black streabs on the lowerbreast and flanks. A faini
bull 10 whitish eollar was vistble. The upper parts and  tail were brown
with progounced black wmarkings on the formee. The wings had a well defined
double white wing bar, while the under-wing coverts were stlver grey with dark
crey edges on primarjes, as found in the Tree Sparrow. The breast and belly
were light grey while the {lanks were light brown,

The measurements {(in mm. ) were: length - 1235 wines 68.51 tail 5l
tarsus -+ 231 bill 12, The weight was 20,5 gms,

The st primary {outermnst) was 5.5 less than the primary eoverts, Wing-
poinl was 2nd -3rd - 11h with a noteh on the 2nd being 17.0 less than wing-point,
3rd, dth and 5th were emarginated.

Being o hybrid with an inclination towards the Tree Sparrow. this hird
cotiltl not be sexed with any certainty. However, after hearing its call on release
and ohserving its bebaviour we came to the conclusion that it was more likely
to be a male. When released it flew low above the ground eontinuously ealling
in what can only be described a< a “soft” Meadow P]Int nthus pratensis Tike eall,
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