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Table 1 
Species No. Range 

seen 

Osprey 3 llj9 to 23/9 
Honey Buzzard 236 5/9 " 14/10 
Black Kite 20 19/9 " 4/10 
Sparrow hawk 1 29/9 
Buzzard 3 19/9 " 23/9 
Booted Eagle 1 23/9 
Lesser Spotted Eagle 1 23/9 
Short-toed Eagle 5 2.3/9 " ]4/10 
Hen Harrier 1 21/9 
Marsh Harrier 12 16/9 " 4/10 
Egyptian Vulture ] 22/9 
Peregrine l 4/10 
Hobby 115 .S/9 ., .30/10 
Eleonora's Falcon 7 5/9 " 30/10 
I ~esser Kestrel 29 3/9 " 4/10 
Kestrel 30 19/9 " 14/10 
Unidentified Broadwinas 8 20/9 " 14/10 " l1 niden tified Falcons 15 20/9 ,, 14/10 
----··-----

Table 2 

Species ( x) Range of Total in 
Annual Totals this study 

Black Kite j ·-- 20 20 
Short-toed Ea~le •) ll ;) 

Hohh;· 139 -- 233 115 

--- 2-l ---

Mean date Standard 
of appearance Deviation 

18.33/9 
24.35/9 
21.50/9 

21.67!9 

4.00 ]0 

21.83' 9 

19.5.3 9 

23.59/9 
26.03/9 

x/I!oney B. 
(Ref. l) 

1.5 - 2.2% 
.36- 1.3';{, 

51~{ 

5.8656 days 
4.5000 

8.9666 

4.1399 

8.5631 

:>.:/Honey B. 
(this study) 

8.5% 
2.1% 

65.6% 

NE'V HYRRID Passer 1nontmi!US X Passer hispaniolensis 

Frank Smith & Sammy Borg 

December has always proved to he one of the least excilm(!: months of the 
vcar with regard to bird ringing. Ringers may relax and enjoy the festive season 
before the spring brings forth resurgent bird-life to the Maltese Islands. 

On 7th December 1975 we decided to go bat-netting sparrows at Hal Far 
during the late evening. The catch was a satisfactory one and thirty-seven 
sparrows were netted in all. One of the birds in particular showed quite different 
rharaeteristic features than the rest of the birds." Its devious attempts to escape. 
its "slippery" smooth feathers and its over all appearance and smaller size we;·e 
those of a Tree Sparrow Passer montanus. However, its pugnacious attitude and 

Fnn; c1illc':·<:nt \·icl\' nf th{? hybrid P. !JisjlanicJ/(IISis _\ r. IIU1 11i<lllll.\ taken before 
rele<lSC. ( jJJu,ios 1>1· ]. Suii<~no) 

-:25 --



I·Ol)spicuou." \vhilish I:~C "tl-ip1' (:-'lljJt'r(·iliullll "vhi('h pa.,:,..,(~a thrnu~h., a" wdl a:; 
<lh()n~ !hr' C.\I' were ifHlit'utin' of Ill(' :'p<:llli . ."h :-:'parrow }'asser his/Jrllliolensis. 

It had ,I Illninl\' liedll n,ddl . ..:h·llrln..-u lwad witlI tIle \']'0\\/1 fL'a1hers .![revbh 

hrowtl to tIre.'" forll;in;.!' il ("<II', Tlw'l' i!rcy i'I"U\\1l fr-'iitt!{~rS were of ev(~n' ('olonr 
fWIIl tip to rout unlike tlu).'il' of 11](' ."l!llilar Wi1l1t'l" head plllllla!!1' of Ihe Spanish 
Sl'ilrrllw. T~w bner's ('I"O\'.:!I ki!rflf'r~ 01' the \\intl'r ptUl1lU!-,-C are still hrown thou~h 
thc}- ha\f~ broad !2reyi:~h cd;":I:., ,\lId tip" tit"" ('ollc{;nlin;! the overall hrowni"h 
ajlpl~(lr(\nl·('. Tllc hill whi(·1t \c\." ~)t IIlCdiuIlI "i.l.e \\';)" tipjwd hlack \ .. ·ith a yf'lhm 
ba::-e. I'IH' iri.'i \\;IS dal·k hrO\\11 \\Lih· rIll' cheeks wen' ti,!..;ht !!rpy to whitl: with 
:.':1'('), I'ar l·o\'l'rh. 1t had a !!l"") i"h hlack. bib . .;imilar in width hut lon!1-'er than 
that Ilf tIll' Tn't' Sparrllw. \\hil'h n':wlwd .itt . .;t to the upper breasl. There WiJ5 a 
('l)lIlplde ab:;e,nl'P of ;m~ hla('k ~trt'<lk.:. OJI the towr:rht'ca~t nnd flallks. '\ fain! 

hufr 10 whitish collar \\,;},", \ i:-;ihk. Tlw llJllwr parts ,-Illd tail ,"vcrt.' brown 
with pronoulH'pd hla('k Hlark.inf!.:-i 011 tlH' funnel'. 'fhe win:-o;s lind a wen Ilefined 
double white \\in~ hal', white tjw Hilder-win!! I'[)n~rt:c; WITt' ::;i1n;r :-o;rey \\ith llark 

;!rey f'd,!!es on prilllnries, a:.; found ill the Tn',t~ Spnrrow. The hreast and hdh 
were lig-ht ;.!rey whilt- the Hank . ..; wne lidlt brown. 

The IllcaSUn~mellt:-; (ill llllll.l Wt'rC: 11,"!!th 12:{~ will;.!s ()f-L:i~ lail :)t: 

t(lI'Sll.'; 2:~: bill 12. 'I'll(' \ff:'i,!!.h! \\'(1<'; :.zo.,) g-m'i. 

The !,-;t primary (olltenlllht) \\'a."; :I.:; Ie:,s than the prillliJfy ('o\"crt,.;. \\'in~ 
pOlll1 wa.,.: 2nd -:hd lIlt \\llh:l notdl Oil the 2nd I)('in~ l~.() less than winp:-poln!. 

:htl. ·ttl! and :)tll WPrE' elllarp:ina1ed. 
Br:in;r a hyhri(1 \\ith <Ill il]('iilldtion toward:.; the TrN' Sparrow. thi" hird 

('oult! not be . .;exf'(! with <lIn ('('rt'lint.\. lIn .... evr:l', after Il('arill!-! its call Oil rek,bf' 
ilnd ohscnin~ it..;; hf'lwYluur \"P callie !n the conclusion that it was lllore likely 
to b~ (l malt-, \Vhcn relea . .;ed it fI(,\\, low ahove Ihe grouIHI continuously callin,!! 
III -whal can only b.~ df':;nihcd ,b a ' . ..:oft' \J('atlow Pipit Antlws pratcnsis likp ('all. 

INTERESTING OCCURRENCES (MARCH 1976) 

Frank 8mith 

;\ Jln~v3ilin,!! I\E wind (fn'fjlH'lltiy over 10 knots) and n\'crcast llay,.; in LI!e 
:\1.lrch 1976 produced a rllllHhn of inll're.;;;till,!! n('rurrpllCCS to the 'Maltese Islands. 
The:,;r illdwkd the fir~t re('orded O('('llrn'ncl' of a Cnllarell FIY(,<ltE'hpr'<; r::w(', 

F'icpclula albicollis SPlHitOH/lIIllll, lIli:-:t IlI'tler! and rin;red by the wriler at Salin;] 
011 :Z.3th ',\lar('h. It wa:; a male ill h(';wtiful ('ondilion la('kjn~ thr; complete white 
('ollar of the 1I0miTwte rilt'P F. (I. ([{bi('olli.~. IIowcHT. thefl~ was tI 1 Of(' white 
on the ~i(ks of the IlCt'k. The t·'Xtrt'rJlitic:-; of primaries had a slil!ht hruwnisll 
tinge; otlll~rwise t~H' complctl' pllllllil!!C \\:1'" pure hl(lrk awl whilf>. The median 
1'ovcrts \\,l~re tipped plllT \\hitt'. 

The Ilorninntf' r<lt'{",.; hr\,l~dill~ r;lll,!..:i' \'''d(~llll..., (null ':ioutlt of l]w Hallie and 
_\Ios('()'w lo the Bal-kan~. whik tllill of ttl(' semil()rqua[a is from tlw Balkans to 
Tnlll~(:'-I.""pja (\-Jnrcilll·- 'I'll(' Pal:warl'til'-Africall Bird \Ii!!1'<ltion Systl'llIS -_. 19i~). 

Another inlNc5till!1-' OI't'llrrr~lI(,(' w;:t:-; thai of a Illa]e Ruppelf:.:. 'Varhlcr .sylt-iu 
Fap[Jefli ,H Hal Far un ~~th \Tar(,h, ~('l'n fcedinl! (lfllon,!.!A tht~ foliup.c of a ('a roll 
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