
ADDENDA TO THE SYSTEMATIC LIJST FOR 1971 

Shag (Phalacrocorax artistotelis): 1 at Ghar Lapsi on 13 March and 1 on 
Filfla on 13 June. 
Hen Harrier (Circus cyaneus) : 1 on 2 October. 
Caspian Plover (Charadrius asiaUcus) : 3 at Birzebbuga on 17 March. 
Whiskered Tern (Chlidonias hybrida) · 1 at Salina on 9 July. 
Rock Sparrow (iPetronia petronia) : 2 at Ta' Gene on 30 January. 

ADDENDA TO TIHE SYSTIEIJ\>MTIC LIST FUR 1972 

Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa) : 1 on 26 November. 
Whiskered Tern (Chlidonias hybrida) : 1 at Salina on 9 July (same date and 
locality as the year before) and another at Salina on 13 July. 
Woo,dchalt Shrike (Lanius senator badhls) : 1 (Corsican race) at Ghadira on 
5 June. 

A\DID'ENIDA TO THE SYS'J;'E~TIC U1ST FOR 1973 
Gannet ( Sula Passana) : 1 at Marsaxlokk on W March. 
Squacco Heron (Ardeola ralloides) : 1 at Zonqor Pt. on 3 August. 
Little Egret (Egretta garzetta) : 1 at Zonqor Pt. on 20 October. 
Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) : 1 at Zonqor Pt. on 14 May. 
Buzzard (Buteo buteo) : 1 at Bahrija on 30 October. 
Eleonora's Falcon (Falco eleonorae) : singles at Zejtun on 1 September and 
at Marsascala on 8 September. 
Merlin (Falco columbarius) : Male at Salina on 28 October. 

. Coot (Fulica atra) : 1 at Marsascala on 29 and 3·0' October. 
Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) : 1 at Zonqor Pt. on 30 August. 
Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) : 1 at Zonqor Pt. on 20 August. 
Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) : Singles at Zonqor Pt. on 4 and 29 May. 
Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) : Singles at Zonqor Pt. on 1 April and 3 May. 
))unlin (Calidris alpina) : Singles at Zonqor Pt. on 4 and 7 August. 
Sanderling ( Calidris alba)) : Singles at Zoriqor Pt. on 22 and 24 May. 
Redshank (Tringa totanus) : 1 at Salina on 15 April and at Marsascala on 
12 July. 
Great Snipe (Gallinago media) : 1 at Il-Gzira (M'Scala) on 12 March. 
Great Skua (Stercorarius skua) : 2 about 2! km. off Delimara Pt. on 20 
October. 
Pomarine Skua (Stercorarius pomarinus) : 1 off Marsascala on 25 Nov. 
White-Winged Black Tern (Chlidonias leucopterus) : Singles at Zonqor Pt. 
on 4 August and 8 September. 
Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne tschegrava) : 1 at Zonqor Pt. on 2!8 October. 
Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) : 1 at Marsascala on 12 November. 
Sandwich Tern (Sterna sandvicensis) : 1 at Zonqor Pt. on 8 October. 
Red-breasted Flycatcher (Ficedula parva) : 1 at Salina on 10 October. 
(The above 3 addendas have been compiled from records contributed by S. 
Borg, G. Faure, c. Galea, B & R. Grenfell, J. Pulis and A. Vassallo). 
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ERRATA 

H-Merill No. 5, August 1971. 
Page 15: the entry under Grag Martin (Hirundo rupestris) 
· (1st record since 1873)" should read " (1st record since 1929)). 

ll-Merill No. 8, August 1972. 
Page 9: the entry under Knot (Calidris eanutus). 
;!1 at Ghadira" should read "1 at.Salina". 

ll-Merill No. 10, April 1973. 
Page 10 : "Another addition to the Breeding Species of Malta" 
( 3rd para. 1st line) : "Last year ( 1973)" should read "Last year ( 1972.) ·•. 

ll-Merill No. 13, Jan-Jun 1974. 
"Unpublished Rare Occurrences Before 31st December 1971" compiled by 
J. Vella Gaffiero and S. Borg. Page 14.16. 
Common Seater : 1 at Salina on 2 November 194-8'' should read "1 at Salina 

on 8 November 1948". 
Pin-tailed Sandgrouse : "1 on Gozo on 15 May 1931" should read "1 on Gozo 

on 15 May 1939". 
Rook : "1 at il-Qadi on 25 April 1942" should read "1 at 1-Ahrax on 20 

September 1946". 
Snow !Bunting : "One in Malta in December 1955". This record should be 

deleted altogeth,er. 
The above 4 erroneous records were transmitted in the original script. 
The following record "Lanner : 1 at Benghisa in April1948" should be added 

to this contribution . 

NOTABLE UNP!UiBUSHElD OOClJiRRENOES PltEVWUS TO 1971 

In the course of preparing the script for the M.O.S. publication "A Guide 
To The Birds Of Malta" a number of previously unpublished records came 
to light and appeared in that publication. These records were contributed by 
various members as listed hereunder. 
Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) : 1 at Qormi in January 1964. 
Great White Heron (Egretta alba) : 1 at Kalkara in December 1966. 
Greater Flamingo (Phoenicopterus ruber) : 1 at Salina on 26 October 1965. 
Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra) : i in December 19·60. 
Lesser .Spotted Eagle (Aquila pomarina) : 1 at Hal Far on 15 October 19,62 
Saker (Falco cherrug) : Singles at Sig:giewi on 18 November 1968 and at 
Mosta on December 1968. 
Stone Curlew (Burhinus oedicnemus) : 1 at Hal Far on 5 January 1964. 
Pomarine Skua (Stercorarius pomarinus) : 1 offshore on 2 February 1968. 
Short-toed Lark (Calandrella cinerea) : 1 in January 1965. 
Bar-tailed Desert Lark (Ammomanes cincturus) : 1 at Birzebbuga on 11 

April 1959. 
Waxwing (Bombycilla garrulus) : 1 at Gudja on 15 November 1965. 
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lsabelline Wheatear (Oenanthe isabellina) : 1 at Salina on 13 April 1969. 
Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra) : 1 at Partes des iBombes on 11 November 1953. 

S. Borg 

Hean Goose (Anser fabalis) : 13 at Zabbar on 27 January 19B8. 
Gadwall (Anas strepera) : 4 at Marsascala on 11 November 1965. 
Slender-billed Curlew (Numenius tenuirostr's) : 1 at Marsascala on 17 
October 1968 

J. Pulis 

Upland Plover (Bartramia longicauda) : De Lucca reported 1 shot near 
Zebbug in September 1966 (d\. Revised Check-list of the Birds of the Maltese 
1slands -- 1969). The day was 28tl1. 
Ruppell's Warbler (Sylvia ruppelli) : 1 in early March 1965. 

V. Sammut 

Red Kite (Milvus milvus) : 1 at Xagiua on 28 September 1959. 
Dipper (Cinclus cinclus) : 1 at Tal-Handaq in late September 1965. This 
Iecord was twice •)rroneously reported (see A Guide To The Birds Of Malta 
page 107). 

Siskin (Caruelis spinus) : large influxes occurred on several dates in autumn 
1959. 

Scarlet Rosefinch (Caropacus erytl~rinus) : 1 at Zebbug, Gozo, in autumn 
about 1967 (seen in captivity some years later). 
Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra) : a small irruption in September 1963, 50-+
were trapped near Rabat. 

J. Sultana & C. Ganci 

Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) : 1 at Marsaxlokk in March 19-66. 
Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne tschegrava) : 1 in iDecember 1966. 
Bar-tailed Desert Lark (Ammomanes cincturus) : 1 at Delimara on 24 
February 1966. 

Shore Lark (Eremophila alpestris) : 1 at Delimara in November 1966. 
Rock Bunting (Emberiza cia) : 1 at Zejtun on 28 1April 1964. 
Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis) : 2 at Delimara on 27 November 1965. 

A.Vassallo 

Black Stork (Ciconia nigra) Singles in Gozo on 8 October 1959 and on 6 
October 1961. 
Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) 1 in Gozo in March 1961 
Puffin (Fratercula arctica) : 1 in Gozo in November 1933. 
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater (Merops superciliosus) : 1 in Gozo in May 1958. 
Temminck's Horned Lark (Eremophila bilopha) : Singles in Gozo in 1959 
and 1962. 

Crossbill (l,oxia curvirostra) : 1 on 2 October 1959. 
Snow Bunting- (Plectrophenax nivalis) : 1 on 3 December 1959. 

V. Vella Muskat 
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THE 1'974 OCCURRENCE OF THE TRISTRAM'S WARBI"ER 

1n IL-MERILL (no. 15 for Jan.-June 1975) we reported the occurrence of the 
Tristram's Warbler (Sylvia deserticola) in Malta on 8th March 1974. However 
in an attached slip to the same issue, we pointed out "that the date of occurr
ence of the Tri.stram's Warbler has proved uncertain beyond the fact that it 
-.vas in 1974". \'Ve promised a fuller presentation of available facts in a 
iuture issue of LL-MERILL. 

The facts, as far as we could ascertain, are as follows: 
During a visit to Mr. George Faure's residence at Luqa, Malta in May 

1975 we came across the specimen in question, stuffed and mounted. "We 
cluly informed the owner that it was the first record of that species for 
Malta and E1lrope. Mr. Faure told us that it was taken on the 8th Mareh 1974 
'l.nd showed us a Moussier's Redstart, one of two which were also taken on 
:]1e same date. 

We visited Mr. Faure a second time in order to photograph the speci
mens and to take measurements of the Tristram's Warbler, all of which 
appeared in IL-MERILL No. 15. 

Some days later Mr. Faure sold some mounted birds to the Museum of 
Natural History including the Tristram's Warbler in question. On 21st June 
1975, a short article, signed by Mr. J. Vella Gaffiero, appeared in the daily 
clewspapers "Malta News" and "L-Orizzont" stating that "a small collection 
of mounted birds recently acquired by the National Museum of Natural His
tory at l\1dina from Mr. George Faure included a specimen of the Tristram's 
Warbler (Sylvia desterticola) taken by JVfr. Faure himself on 8th July 1974'. 

On noting the different date, we contacted Mr. Faure again on 23rd June 
1975; he stressed the fact that the Tristram's Warbler was taken on the same 
day as the Moussier's Redstarts -- that Is on 8th March 1974 and not in the 
following July. So duly a letter was sent to the Editor of "L-Orizzont'• in July 
1975 to correct the date given apparently in error by Mr. J. Vella Gaffiero. 

We were subsequently informed by Mr. Faure that he had wrongly 
communicated the 8th March 1974 date to us. Since we ll.ad taken scrupul
ous precautions in ascertaining this particular information, the change of 
dates appeared altogether baffling. Consequently, in an attempt to clear the 
issue, we conta,~ted Mr. Vella Gaffiero, and we agreed that it would be better 
to simply consider the Tristram's Warbler as having been taken in 1974. 

The fact that Mr. Faure had informed us that the Tristram's Warbler 
and the Moussier's Redstarts were taken on the same day, coupled with the 
rtdditional information that at least 6 Moussier's Redstarts occurred in 
March 1974 as well, tend to streng·hten the argument for the March date 
when due to unusual meteorological conditions very plausibly a movement 
r f North African species overshot their breeding areas. 

J. Sultana & C. Gauci. 


