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generally accepted to be a valuable idea worth 

encouraging. But is it being taken seriously? 

Does it amount to more than sightseeing in 

the minds of most people? 

country, often also attending a festival or 

event. 

Much still needs to be done to sell Malta to 

this specialised market, and to develop tours 

and events suited to this kind of tourist. 

Cultural tourism does not only involve 
One of the aims of the Baroque festival is taking visitors on brief guided tours around 
to contribute to this demand, recognising key sites. 
that much of what we consider to be Malta's 

It includes the much broader aim of intrinsic artistic and religious character is 

attracting groups who travel with the specific linked to the flourishing of the Baroque 

intention of experiencing and learning ideal in this country during the seventeenth 

about a particular cultural aspect of a foreign and eighteenth centuries. 

Events· 9 

Manoel Baroque 
Festival 2001 

From 4-11 May 2001, the Manoel Theatre 

hosted a series of exciting events in 

connection with the Manoel Baroque 

Festival, which included a wide range of 

activities of all things Baroque- two opera 

concerts, recitals, lectures, and a tour of 

Mdina. 

The setting was perfect- a Baroque theatre in 

one of the finest Baroque cities, bursting at 

its seams with Baroque tradition. When 

Baroque music is making a comeback in 

Europe, it is so appropriate for this theatre 

to be poised on the crest of this new wave, 

luring local and foreign music lovers to the 

island, and giving a boost to its cultural 

tourism. 

The festival was a collaborative effort 

between Malta's national theatre, Teatru 

Manoel, the International Institute for 

Baroque Studies, and supported by the 

Istituto I taliano di Cultura. 

The events of the festival included an 

exhibition on Baroque theatre which 

featured original designs and drawings by 

Romano Carapecchia. Among the musical 

events was the Johann AdolfHasse (1699-

1783) Concert by the Affetti Musicali of 

Budapest on period instruments and a 

concert of sacred music by Carissimi, Hasse 

and Scarlatti at the Basilica ofStGeorge in 

Rabat, G0zo. 

The two p opular operas Trarollo and La 

S erva Padrona by Pexgolesi were performed by 

L'Offerta Musicale di Venezia, directed by 

Riccardo Parravicini • 
The promoters of the festival would like to 

invite other people and groups involved in 

the arts to plan and stage their own 

performances and events related to the 

Baroque, to coincide with the next festival in 

May2003. 

The organising committee is willing to offer 

advice and assistance to anyone interested in 

helping the festival grow into a major and 

regular international event. 

Petra Bianchi • 


