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d.tsnnguished :tudiences in Rome and 

Palermo and to large gatherings of Knights 

at the Jeswt College in Vallett:l. 

ln VJew of the fact that our present day 

knowledge on Jesuit military education in 

Baroque Europe is still very l.imited, the 

inuoductory information about this highly 

speci.11ised subject in De Lucca's book has 

alJ:eady attracted the attention of some 

Italian universities which will be 

collaborating with the lntematiooal 

Institute for Baroque Studies to intensify 

research about Jesuit knowledge and 

teaching oo military architecture in ea.cly 

modem Europe. 

Meanwhile, Fra Giacomo Maso's 400-page 

treallSe entitled Trattalo deU'Arrhitttlura 

Mi/itan Dt.frnsi''O tf Offinsiva is at presco t 

being studied in depth by the Institute in 

preparation for a publication on this 

subJeCt as some very revealing 

correspondence between Vertova and the 

papal inquisitor concerning the then 

suppressed wow of Galileo Galilei. 

Count Vertova, the godfather of Duke 

Emanuele I1 and the distant relative of 

Samt Carlo Borromeo, died in Malta on 14 

April1647, at the relatively young age of 

55. Denis De Lucca's book surely does full 

justice to his forgotten contribution 10 

military engineering knowledge and the 

development of Valletta during the 

seventeenth century. 

In Ibis respect, one recalls the author's 

preVIOUS book on Carapecchia, descnbecl by 

Francesco Guaieri :md Paolo Portogbesi as 

having been of great importance to the 

history of Baroque architecture in Europe. 

This book was also dedicated to the memory 

of another great builder of Baroque Malta, 

the architectRomano Carapecchia. 

Considered from this angle, the efforts of 

the lntemationallnstitute of Baroque 

Studies lO focus attention on the 

achievements of these forgotten architects 

and military engineers who were responsible 

for shaping our rich architectural heritage is 

indeed praiseworthy, certainly a welcome 

contcibution to our knowledge of Baroque 

Malta and its European conne:rioos. 

Joe Mercieca • 
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rJiatteo Perez d' Aleccio 
Pittore Ufficiale del Grande Assedio a Malta 
by Lucio Maiorano 
Lupo Edizioni, Lecce, 2000. pp 105. ISBN 8887557-07-1 

An interesting publication about the 16th-century artist Matt eo Perez 

d'Aieccio focusing on his life history and on his superb frescoes at the 

Palace in Valletta , has just been published by the commune of Alezio in 

Italy with the co-operation of the International Institute for Baroque 

Studies at the University of Malta. 

Authored by Luao Mruorano, the book contains valuable information about the artist's 

birth in Alezio in 1.547, about his activity in Rome (1.566-76) and Malta (1.576-81) and, 

finally, about his his demise in far-off Lima in Peru. 

Matteo Perez d'Aleccio's li.nest achievement was undoubtedly the impressive ftescoes 

of the Great Siege in the former Magistecial Palace of the Grand Masters in Va!letta, 

but Grand Master Jean de la Cassiere's reference to Matteo as 'er:alkntt ne/la .ma profissione' 

was also proved in other less publicised works produced by the artist during his stay in 

Malta. i\mong these one can mention the Baptism of Christ and the Shipwruk of St Pa11l, 

both remad.:able for theu: dramatic composition and the auention to detail that they 

reflect 

Maior:mo's book contnins an int.J:oduction by the Director of the International Institute 

for Baroque Studies, Denis De Lucca, according to whom the artist arrived in Malta at a 

critical time when the llospitaller Knights of St John the Baptist, having finally found 

security and a sense of belonging within the strong forti.6cations of Valletta, could afford 

to introduce a new Baroque lifestyle by commissioning, among other things, high quality 

paintings full of memories of their mission to protect Catholic Europe from being 

overrun byTudcish armies. 

Considered ftom this viewpoint, Perez d'Aleccio's artistic activity in Malta provides us with 

a unique record of the heroic achievements of the Knights, which are well-explained and • 

beautifully reproduced in the text and various illustrations of this new volume. 
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M.A. in Baroque 
Studies 
The International Institute for 

Baroque Studies at the University of 

Malta has finalised preparations for 

the commencement of a 15-rnonth 

postgraduate course leading to the 

award of an M.A in Baroque 

Studies. This course, due to begin in 

October 2000, is presented in a newly­

prepared' course brochure outlining (a) the 

aims of the Institute (b) the Institute 

Programme 2000-2003 (c) the course 

regulations goveming the M.A. in Baroque 

Studies p rogramme (d) the course 

syllabus (e) an explanatory essay on 

European Baroque. 

Institute Director Professor Denis De Lucca 

emphasised the multi-disciplinary nature 

of the new course syllabus which is to be 

based on nine study units and a 

dissertation. The study units consist of 

An Introduction to B(ff()qut Et~rtJpe: Politica4 

Religious, Intellectual and S cientijic S cenorios 

(BST 401); 

Tbe Baroque Route 1: Fortification Building, 

G!J Phnning and Landscape Design 

(BST402); 

Tbe Baroque Route 2: Arr:hitectrm 

(BST 403); 

Tbe B(ff()que Route 3: St11lptrm (BST 404); 

The B(ff()que Ro11te 4: Prlinting (BST 405); 

B(ff()que Theatre and Music (BST 406); 

B(ff()que Uteratstre (BST 407); 

The Conservation of the B(ff()que Heritage 1: 

Conseroation Phi/osopf?J (BST 408); 

Tht Conservation of the Baroque Heritage 2: 

Conseroation and &rording Tedmiques 

(BST409). 

The Conservation part of the course will 

be supplemented by a number of practical 

sessions dealing with the conservation of 

Baroque architecture in Malta and Sicily, and 

will include a study tour to the Baroque 

centres of Catania and No to in S.E. Sicily. 

A number of guest lecturers &om Italian 

universities specialising in Baroque will be 

invited to participate in the teaching 

sessions of the M.A. in Baroque Studies 

course. 11 
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Pre-Tertiary Certificate Course 
in Baroque Architecture 

The International Institute for 

Baroque Studies (IIBS) at the 

University of Malta, in conjunction 

with the Works Division, Ministry 

for the Environment, is organising 

a one-yearpart-tirne Pre-Tertiary 

Certificate Course in Baroque Architecture 

starting in October 2001. 

The course is intended to provide a broad 

but thorough grounding of Baroque 

Architecture by reconciling the theoretical 

aspects with practical site wot:k, allowing 

the participants to pursue their own 

specialisation or field of interest in greater 

depth through project and hands on 

experience. 

As explained by the Director of the 

General Works Division, Architect Vince 

Cassar, the idea behind this course is to 

create an awareness of our built 

environment by helping participants to 

develop the necessary skills to understand 

Baroque architecture and distinguish 

between different architectural styles. 

Course participants are expected to develop 

a clear understanding of how Baroque 

buildings are constructed, and bow 

different materials within a building 

interact, with the aim of improving their 

manual skills. 

The course is spread over two 

semesters, with the objective o f the 

first semester being to provide the 

participants with a complete theoretical 

background where various historical 

issues, building construction practices, 

and structural principles will be 

discussed. 

The teaching sessions of the second 

semester will aim at applying the theoretical 

aspects discussed during the first semester 

into practice. 

Participants will become aware of the 

complexity of building structures and their 

nature as a whole rather than as a 

collection of individual elements. 

The IIBS is taking various initiatives 

in the field of primary source research 

and the conservation of the Baroque 

heritage. 

The Pre-Tertiary Certificate Course io 

Baroque Architecture, which has the 

approval of the Senate of the University of 

Malta, will be co-ordinated by Architect 

Hecnano Bonnici, who is also a research 

assistant at the IIBS. 

A number of foreign lecturers have been 

invited to participate in the teaching of the 

various study areas of the course. 11 


