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FESTIVAL 

MANOEL BAROQUE FESTIVAL 2003 

The Manoel Baroque Festival is a biannual event that was organised for the 
first time in May 2001 . Following the success of the first festival, a second 
edition is now scheduled for May 2003. 

The festival will t<'lke pl;•ce over a period of 10 days, and consists of a selection of anisLic events re lated to the Baroque period, 

including musical concerrs, tlram<1, <1 cho ir performance, an opera, vocal concerts, and w<1lking tours of Banx1ue si tes of interest. 

Three cultural bodies have joined forces to org<mise rhese events- the Manocl Theatre, d1e lmernarional lnsrirutc for Baroque 

Studies ar the University of Malta (fiBS), and the Koperativa Kulturali Universirarja (KKU), which is the culrural arm of the 

University of Malta. The festival is being planned and organised together with H committee that includes four official foreign 

representatives in Malta. Or Pe[fa Bianch i, research assistant at llBS, is co-ordinating the project. 

The fest ival rheme in 2003 is 'Triumph over Death: a Baroque Celebration'. As parr of the festival, ILBS is organising <J one-day 

seminar o n this ropic on Monday 5 May at St James Cavalier Centre for Creativity in Vallena. 

The Festival Programme is printed on page 19 of this newsletter. 

DRAMA 
Play w he >Wgcd at 1 he Manm:l T hcurrc on 2, 3 May 2003 
performed hy Thc:nrre Anon (Maim) and d1recred by Jcs Camillcn 
'The Knight of Malta' 
by Phi lip Massinger, John Flctcher & Nathaniel Field 
1'/tilil> Mu.ssinger wa.~ one of th~ great British)acubean drcunlllist~, and a direct 
contempman of \V'illiam Shakespeare. The drama 'The Knight of Malw' 
wu_, jointly written hy Ma.~singer, Fletcher & Field, and firs t li/>Jkc•red in prinr 
in 1646. 'TI1e Kmglu of Malta' is s~t m Malta and centres around a fight 
hettwen Urand Ma.~ter Valette and the Turks. The /Jiot i.1 not lx1Sed on real 
lmwncal t?t•ents, lmtmstetul aru•J>tecl from Boccaccio's Fil1colo w HospuliUer 
,\llalw. The h1:m of the dmma is the young Knight Mirancla, ancl the plor 
revolves around the theme of betrayal and a lady named Cftiana- described 
m the 1i.srer of tho Grcmd Master 'Vallcrw'. 

VOCAL CONCERT 
Vocal Concert to rake place a[ rhe Manoelll1carrc on 5 May 2003 
performed hy the Ememhle 8ctrm1ue de Nice (France) 
"autour de la Mort de Didon" 
Cantate de Michcl Pignolet de MONTECLAIR ( 1667-1 737) 
Violon, nutc, vinlonccllc, ou violc de g;1mhe. thcorbc, clavecin 
Soli!>te: Clairc Brua, mcz2n-soprono 
5 mrt.~icicns. 1 soloisw 
Director: G ilbcrr Bcz:ina 

OPERA 
Opera w be performed at the Manocl Thc~tre on I 0, 11 M;1y 2003 
Conductor: Petr Wagncr (Czechoslovakia) 
'Dido and Aeneas' by Henry Purccll (!659-95) 
'/Jido aru.l Aenea.s' was first Jmxluced i11 1689 with a libretto by Nalwm 
Taw. and is widely regarded a.s the greatest Engl1sh o{Jera to emerge from 1his 
IJeriod. lr re/Is rite story of a queen alxmdoned by her lover, and the superb 
score bletuls French-sl)•le m11sic 1.111tlt lwlian fomwl aria.s, a.s well a.s a reciwrive 
sryle drawing on English decll!lnmory crmlitions. Dido's famous finallamem 
follows the model for such cumiJOSitions esutblished by Momeverdi some 80 
yec1rs earlier. 

CONCERT 
Vocal Concert w be performed at the Manoel Theatre on 8 May 2003 
Conducto r: Petr Wagner (Czcchoslnvakia) 
'Actus Tragicus' 
Mourning cantatas by Johann Sebastian Bach 
• Tmuer-Ode 'Lass , Furstin, lass noch einen Scrahl' BWV 106 
• Acrus Tragicus 'Gotws Zeit is die allerbeste Zeit' BWV 198 
• 'Der Herr denket an uns' BWV 106 
Soprano, alt, tenor, bass 

VOCAL CONCERT 
Vocal Concert tn he pcrf(>rmcd .1t rhe Manoel Thc<llrC on 4 May 2001 
by the London Baroque Enscmhle (UK), w1th Emma Kirkhy 
Henry Purccll (1658-1695) 
Pavanne and Clwconne (Z 752, 730) 
FrancoisCourerin (1668-1733) 
Seconde Lecon de Tenebres J)()ur le Mercedy 
Sain1 [>our m[>rane et lxiSse continue 
J.J. Frobergcr ( 1616-1667) 
Tom beau (fait a Paris .1ur lt1 Mort cle Monsieur Blanchroclwr) 
G.F. Handcl (1685-1759) 
Coelestis dum spiral aura 
Motet for so1Jrano, two ·vwlins Wld b,ISSO 

G. F. I lnndel (1685-1759) 
Tno sonaw m g (Dresden) 
A ne/ante - Allegro - /..aYgu Allegm 
Marin Mara is ( 1656-1728) 
Tombea11 /JOur Mr de Sre Colmnbe 
Deuxicme Uvre 170 I 
O.F. ll;mdel ( /685-1759) 
Agrijl/JIIUI curv.lotur cl morce 
Canutra for soprano and stYings 

CONCERT 
O rgan Rccirol w he rerformed ar the Mdina Cathedral on 6 May ZOOJ 
By Marco Fornaciari & Franccsco Finotti (Italy) 
3 Sonate di ) . S. Bach 
Conccrru per Violino (Marco Fornaci~ri) c Clavicemb;llo (Francesco 
Finotti) 

THEATRE & MUSIC 
Stllgcd Concerr to be performed at the Manocl Thcarrc on 7 May Z003 
Directed by Guido Barbieri and Sandro Cappcllcrto (Italy) 
'FARINELLl' : 
the life and song of Carlo Broschi 
Admired and almost acc!amJecl a.s divine tlurinJ! his career ("one God, one 
Farinelli", emhtt.~ed tile English [mblic) , Farinclli is old and in poor health, 
surrounded by small objeccs , such as a snuff box ancl a letter, w/1ich remind 
him of dte pa.~t. These memo1ies evoke his Voice, u'hich mawialises by his 
side and sings the aria.s dwt gai/C him his greatest successes. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 # 
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CONCERT 
Conccrr to he pcrfonncd ~t St. John's Co-Cath<.:Jral on 7 May 2003 
ConJucl<>r: Joscph Vclb (M~ l ra) 
This concert of sacred music by Maltese composers spans dte years 1600 ro 
1750, mul inclrules rcpresencative works from the Early, Middle atul Higlt 
Baroque. The music rs scm·ed for a wide 1•ariety of vocal combinations -
solo.s, ducts , trios , quartets, chows and double choms - and i.~ i1u.licati11C of 
the high sumdnrd of music making existing in Malta at the rime. lt flmttished 
tnostly in the tu•o mostJJresu~,~mL~ cat.~elll1S on the lslatu.l- tluuof St. John's 
Co-Clllheclmlm VaUcua (the seat of the Grandmasters) and that of St. Paul's 
Clllhedral in Mdma (the scat of tlu! Bi.~hops). 
Nm srnJmsin!{ly, the comjJosuions bctmy a close a[fini1y to cmuemporary 
lwlian mrLSrcal sryles tmcl itkals . At that time, not only twre well-known 
lwlicm smgcrs cuul m11sicians regularly 'unJJOned' w Wt'e 1heir sen;ices in eirher 
one uf tltc afore-mentioned ClljtpclllL~, bw wlented Maltese scuden1s were 
lliV(triably sent w fini.5h off their musical studies in lraly. During the Baroque 
j"ICt"iocl, Malw can olmosr be regarded a.1 anmher centre of Italian music making, 
in 1hc same way a.1 NajJlcs anti Palenno. 

G . Balzano Ego I lie (Soloists, Choir & Ensemble) 
G. Balzano Adiuro Vos (Soloi:,rs, Chorr & "Ensemble) 
G. Bah:ano ]cm RcclemfJWrOmnium (Choir) 
Anon Crme ad Virgincm (Cantu• Sdo) 
A. Mataron Salw Rcgina (Cantu>, Altus, Tenor) 
Anon juhila l'roJX'ra Fesri!UI (2 Camus & Ensemble) 
M.A. Vclla Salw Sancta l'nrens (Choir) 
P. Gristi Ky1ie (Choir & Enscmhlc) 
P. Gristi Beatus Vir (Bassus Snlo, Choir & Enscmhlc) 

WALKlNG TOURS 
Three walkmg tours arc l1erng organrscd Juring the festival hy the 
lnu.:nunnnallnsuturc for BHroqltc Swdics: 

• 'Mdina', <>n 6 Mal' 2003 
• 'BnrolJUC Churches of Vallerm', on 7 M<lY 2001 
• 'Baroque Go:o', on 9 May 2003 

MANOEL BAROQUE FESTIVAL 2003 
Programme 

DATE EVENT VENUE 

EVENTS19 

Left: Caricature of soprano­
costrolo 'Forinef/1' (c. 1 730) 
Below:). 5. Boch at the organ 
in Leipzig 

Fri 2 May 2003 Play: "The Knighr of Malta" Tcarru M a noel 
Sat ·3May2003r------------------,P~I-ay~:~'TTrhe~Kun~i~ghrr~o/7rM'aT!ta''.-----------------~T<~ca~t~n~I ,M~a-n~o~ei.------------------

Sun 4 May -2003-- Concert: Teamt Manoel 
London Baroque, UK 

Mon 5 May 2003 

Tucs 6 May zoru-

Wed 7 May 2003 

!.Symposium 
2.Exhibition Opening 
3. Ensemble Baroqrte de Nice 
~."'walking Tour: 
'Mdina' 

2. O rgan Recital: 
FinoHi & Fomaciari 

!.Walking Tour: 'Baroque 
Churches of Valleua' 

2. C hoir concert: 
Mro Joseph Vella 

l.Sr Jamcs Cavalier 

3. Teatnr Manocl 

2. Mdina Cathedral 

2.Sr John's Go-Cathedral 

3. 'Fari11eUi' 3. Teatru Manoel 
COncert: ----------------------------------~----~~-----------------Thurs 8 May 2003 
Pcrr Wagncr 

"'Fr...,.i---,9""""'M'a-y'2""00""3.----------------------,l-. "'W""a'lking Tour: 

Sat 10 May 2003 

'Baroque Goto' 
Z. Conccn 
Opera: 
Purccll - 'Didu & Aenca> 

S~u~n~l~I'M~~y~2~00~3-------------------,0~p-c-ra_: __ 

Purccll- 'DiJo & Acncas' 

Teatru Manoel 

2. Gharh Church, Gozo 

Teatru Manoel 

Tcatnr ManoeJ 


