A PLEA FOR SAVING AUDOUIN’S iGULL

For several decades we have known about the endangered existence
of Larus audouinii. The World Wildlife Fund names this rare species on
its Red List. Audiouin’s Gull nests on’y in the Mediterranean and is reduced
to an estimated number of 1,000 to 1,800 birds.

Wiile numiers of Eurcpean gulls increase as a result of anthropogenic
influences the population of Audouin’s 'Gull decreases; how fast is not
known.

The breeding-success is diminished by various factors: fishermen,
tourists and photcgraphers disturb adults during the breeding season. Eggs
ana fledglings are frequently and lastingly exposed to solar radiation and
often die. Oologists collect eggs indiscriminately.

In cooperation with the World Wildlife Fund I have started a pro-
gramme of collecting every information about colonies, pairs and breed-
ing-success to form a broad and reliable basis for a study of the popula-
tion dynamics and ihe general state of the species. I request that ornitho-
logists and bird-watchers from Malta make available their data on Larus
audouinii that the combined knowl.edge can be used to reach this goal
ana hopefully save the species. .

Only full ccoperation will make it possible to institute an efficient
couservation programme.

Hans Witt.

Zoolegisches Forschungsinstitut und Museum A. Koenig,
D-53 Bann 1, Adenauerallee 150, W. Germany.

Kditor’s note: Larus andoninee does not breed in Malta. Any sight records,

of this species will be reported by the MO S to the author.

(See drawing on Cover 3)

— 13 —


smica06
Cross-Out


