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IL-MERILL No. 13 Ja:n!uJary-Juine, 1974 

EDITORIAL 

Conservabion ibeirug a "mo-cLe.rn" isiSue is !plagued iby la.c!k of understan
cring of the f-urndamenrtflJl. 1adrn1.s invol:vecL and iby a (prorperr sense of convic
tion •and personal COII1l!l1d·t:ment. Tlhis ex:plains !Why o·ffircial "celebrations" 
of the envirnnmenta~· <cause inev.LtaibJiy dJBgene-ra,te inrto mere em!pty pom
posibies - the heart is s'im'Ply no<t in it. On ltihe other ibJand indi•v'iduals who 
em/braced ,conservation because tit haiPpens 'to lbe the la·te6t 1ntellectu<al fad 
- •con.sequ,ent1y la-cking conviction -- are effusive when it comes tto rpay 
lip .service lbut dehcdenlt dn ef,fective a,cltlion and serious dnten>t . 

The eddto'I" of a Matlteste dtaily has regal·ed u.s with a c~la.ssic instan,ce o-f 
tJhe l1at•te.r c'ase. In a recent e'di'torial he ·came out 61trongly lin :favour of 
environmental conserva,tlion, dep~oring and condemning ltlh>e lhab~tnlal 

slaugih!ter o-f wildllife, poHution of lthe .air .and t1he sea arid: wlh•at-not. 'Dhe 
sensitive observe.r mi.gJht have rfldnched at the gJl.ib 'chu·rning of slog-ans 
and cliches, !butt thds ediiltor made it -ea~s\er ·for even a dulil-wit: in the very 
same issue a lbefud1dled contri'butor on "Sho.otiri!g 1to1]Jics" srun,g lyricaWy 
abowt the "Glortious 23rrdl April" when the 'J)eak o.f tlhe tu·rt:e-doves slhoot
iny is reaclhed. In trutJh he com,plained of the ung-en blem,anly refusal of the 
tu':tle-doves •to tlllrn up (punctual'l'y ~;(} lbe shot .mevcilessly lin d'roves of 
thousands- ibut lthen trhis ,js nolt the only podn't ujpon whieh the con:tril:m
ttor ;.s ·conf.u.serd. He lbnvgs e·rratic-ally .aibou:t natura1l p'henomena in a pain
full'! amateurtisfh fra.shion; aDJd, Wihen lfrequen tl'y h-e lacks a "shootin,g 
top:c", he -rushes dnto metaphy.sricalo crnrusings o.f the ihow-ltJLe-time-is-pass
in'l'-llls-iby rtype (an apposite comment since he wastes so mu,ch of ills time 
fO{llin.g aibout with a gun anrd Jacrnentli.ng aiboult veering IW'inds). 

On-e m~ght ibe temp:ted to disl.tniss the dnddent as a case of pathetic 
crHinism if it did not insid•io-u\s'llV adlv·ance the e1autse of a fictitiorusllV res
pectabl-e ty(pe Otf Sihoo·bing and therefore fundamental-ly an t.i -cons-erva
tionist. Let us rt.he·refo.re S[IJell it O'U.It for tlhose umvi'lling to ma.ke the effort 
thE.m&lrves. Environmentalrconservatdon is no•t -a eause but the way of ldfe 
of -the future .. :nt wiltl rpr{)lg~re.ssively <come a.ibout and its advance ds irresds
tiible 1be.canJse it is 18. positive a-nd cori.<itruci:dve historic-al fac.tor. There wi.ll 
be those whos•e •atbitucLe is negatdJV-e and rea.ctionary !but 1·et them lea·rn that 
this tlheir rpa:;time of ihoo-dl.um.s ~s mer-e1'y .toJ.era ted in an ever fewe-r un
enhghtened comtmunitie.s and d.oomed tto dis1appear. Miasmal f:Iouriderdnrg 
in moek "•cultnl:re" and -tJhe •co11u.oii,ve <bigotism of t'he influentia.) wil'l not 
make the destructio-n of willdl'tife either dignified or res;pectable. 

!Due to the risin,g cost j,n th-e printing industry it was -dedd-ed to issue 
"Il-Merill" eve•ry six months instead of every four. Th-is istsue covers 
January-June 1974. 
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