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The ,title of the Society's BuJ'letin, iliL-iMEilro:VL, is the Maltese name 

for the 1B~ue Rock 'Thru<Sh, ,Monticola solitarius, which i<S jone of the few 
resident species of the [ljslands. It !Was chosen as th-e National Bird of Malta 
by the local National•Section of !the lllntexnational·Council .for Bird Preser
vation and has been the emblem of the Malta Ornithological Society since 
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IL-MERILL No. 12 December 1973 

EiDITORIIAL 
The conscience of a conservationist will find little to comfort it when 

faced with the Maltese NatnJJre setting. Billage and destru!CitiDn are SD 

commm11place, reckless and habitua-l that one ;can only reflec,rt UiPOn the 
scene v;,rith extreme nausea. Of ·course: only a sensitive mind wil'l acknow
ledge that mUlch. For the wreckers, having lbaniCled themselves in a caUicus of 
self-interest, have arrogantly claimed tha•t any iml}lrovement in conserving 
Nature in Malta tWill be sug>geste.c! by themselves when the need is felt! It is 
a cl•asslc'rul.case of the devHs o11ganising hel.l; but then the man with the gun 
has never been remark3ible for his inte1!1gence. 

The effective eradic-ation of this mentality can only be a-chieved by an 
education fiesigned to awaken the sensitivity lying doDman't within the 
heart of every human being. For this reawn we view v.rith disilaSite the dis
play of stuffed bir-ds at exhibitions heLd under the a-u/Spices of the Edlll'Cation 
Department-- of a·ll <pub.lic bodies! ]jf the intention is to im}part infonmation 
a weJ.l-.dra\vn picture ~an do the job perh3J)Js more efficiently. It is foolhar-dy 
to eXJpect to lear:r1 about the instirr>C'ts, inte1li.gence, .beha:viour, emotions, 
h8!bits, ek., of a human being .by viewing a mere .cor;p:se. The S3ime i:s true for 
all living things. 

On aJcount of this the M.O.S. has insisted all along on the preservation 
of Ghac!tira to serve as a bird--observatory where a brief course of instruction 
to students can help them to learn far more on biDd-liife than a'IU' the boo.ks 
they can 1go through, Give our children the chance to observe close1y a Jiving 
bird and not a mere stufted, rumateurish, fading imitation of life. 

In the ,;foJ.lorwi.ng Pla·ges the reader may note a p.Jan for the proposed 
amelioration of the Ghadim nature-reserve as su:g;gested by M.O.S. The 
J:>troject is easy to carry out and inexpensive; it re:"'pects the nature of the 
v.round and its present character a.s .a habitat whkh it see!ks to improve 
v·ith as slight hu'ma.n intenference •as possi.b1e. If followed through, the 
Ghadi.ra nature-,reserve will be an a'sset to the n•ation and an additional 
attraction to a section of foreign visitors. 

The Comrmitee of M.O.S. has decided to .acknowledge gratefully the 
s-plendid help of those sul}lerb photogra1phers, Eric Hosking and M.D. Etng'land, 
whose work the readers of "II-IMerill" h1ave had tbe chance to wdrrnire on the 
cover of every issue. As a tnbute to thelr completely disinterested aid, both 
gentlemen have been elected Honorary Life Members of the Malta 
Ornithologic.a.l Society. 
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