
Black-headed Bunting: One in Gmo on lOth April, 1949. 

Great TH: 

Snow Bunting: 

CroS.'Jbil:l: 

One at Ta' lBraxia in October, 1960. 

One in Ma:ta in De,ce:mlber. 19~55. 

One at Partes de Bombes en 3rd Octdber, 1933, 
,and cne at Wied-·id-nis on 20th August, 1941. 

Rose-coloured Starling: 2 at Bunnarrad on 13th Octo.ber, 1949. 

Spotless Starling: One at St. Julian's on 16th October, 1947. 

Rook: One at j,jr-Qadi on 25th April, 194:2. 

Con-wiled by J. V1ella Gaffie~o ain>d S. Borg. 

• 

A WEEKEND liN CYPRUS 

At the end of Jamuary I was luctky enou,gh to have two w'hole days free 
whilst serVling at RiAIF J\lkrotir1, i:n Cypru,s•. To many peo.ple, knowing of its 
association w~th the British Forces, GyJ;Jrrus is thcu,g1ht of .as a sister island 
to Malta. This, of cc.urse, is not true, for the island is very much J,arger 
than Malta ~ a!bout t1he .:01ize of tCrete ~ and boasts a large and varied re
sdae,nt :bi.rd popu,latiDn. Whil:o.t shooting .and trappi1ng is stil.l c1arr:ied out on 
a Iarge sc,aJ.e, ,cons·ervation measU'H'\S are grad.ually ,beintg introd,uced by the 
Government; Nature iRes·erves have been esta,blished and abuses o·f the 
co:nserva.tion !.aws !llre usu,allry 'porun:ced ~upcn' lby the Police Force. 

GOii:n,g to the dsland 1n January, I !was teo ea.rly to see tlhe Spring pas
sage migrants; toD· l1ate ·to see those that pass through in the Autulmn. How
ever, my efforts 1were not in vain. On the ,afternoon of .the 2.6tih I was greet
ed ~with my f:irs't >S'itghting nf a Finsch's Wheater, but ia trip to a valley near 
to EpiskDpi tailed to ·broi.ng ~into the lb1no,cu,lars the anticipated WaUcreeper. 
Hcwever, as compensation, I was l'uclky enough •to see a pair of Griffon 
Vultures on a roctky 10ra,g, .and a Eing:'e, '."·oaring Cr.a1g Martin. 

ma,rly on the morn:ing O·f tJhe 27th [ set out to joi.n Wild' Corris, SJinC<c, 
unfortmnate'J>y, re-posted to th·e UK, .at his r1n1gin1g site at a 6pot knO'Wn as 
Bishop's Pool ~ the lo•cal sewa,ge farm. lNone of the mlany /birds tlhat must 
nnw (30th March) be passin'g the arearwere 1o .be s-een <On that <tay, although 
i!ll the distance on the .::'ialt La•ke could be seen a '}arge ct'.101c!k of Gwater 
Flamingo. The first lb1rds to enter the nets were Ohif'fchaffs, White Wag-

-- 18 --

trails, a Red~-·throated P:irpit, and several Bl.acfficaps. During the days these 
were joined at the r~ingintg taible by Meadow Pipits, ,:')ardinian Warblers, 
StGne,~hats, iHedE·tiarts, iRolbins, Serims, .a.:nd Go-Jdf1inohes ~to- m€ntion but a 
Iew. 

Ar:mong.st the :birds on the adtjace.nt :pcol were Ferruginous Ductks, Little 
Gr€b·es, Pochard, and many Go-o·ts, whiJs,t ov•er-flyers were M8.igpies, Hood
ed Crows, Jaclkdaws, andi 'VIari-ous GUJ!ls. 

As ::.u~lk fell, my thou.g·htiS ret.urned to Mal·ta 1as the last sighting of the 
day was add~ed to a he,althy Jist- a sing.:e Blue Rook Thrush' 

List of Sightings: 
Little Grebe 
Sha;g 
Greater Fl.amringo 
Manard 
Gadwall 
Pintail 
P-o chard 
Ferruginous Duc.k 
Tuf<ted Dude 
Griffon VuLture 
Chuck a 
Water Rail 
Coot 
Lapwing 
Snipe 
B:a·Dk·-he,aded Gull 

Herring Gull Redstart 
Ro~c1k Do·ve Ro1bin 
Le~ser Short-toed L::crG\: Chaffinch 
Short--~toed Lark Seri!ll 
Crested Lark 
Wo·ocLlark 
Crag Martin 
Meado•w Pi,pi t 
Red-throated. Pipit 
W~"ter Pipit 
Grey Wagta;i! 
White Wagtail 
B!a.ctkcap 
Sardinian v.i',artbler 
ChiHchaff 
Stonech1a t 
B'l·ue Rock Thrush 

GreenHnc!h 
Gold:finch 
Fi.nsch's W!heatear 
Solllg Thrush 
House Sparrow 
Spanish Sparro·w 
Bla.cikibird 
Magpie 
Jaokdaw 
Hooded Crow. 

C.A. Pomeroy_ 

·\u,iot1in's Gtdl: Immature and (right) Adult 
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