
which do not start unti.l lst Septem,ber and end on 31st January. 
Malta has no close season at all. So regardir:g this aspect, }lfalta is even 

lagging behind. 
(b) Italy -ban on netting 

The regional government of the Veneto t,he N.K province of Italy sur
wunding and including Venice, has recently followed the lead of Piedmonte 
<,nd Trento in banning bird netting and one hopes that this ban be extended 
t·urthe!I south. 
(c) Spain- Wi.ldlife disaster in the Coto Donana 

World Wildlife Fund's experts on pesticides and the diseases of birds 
have no·w discovered that the disaster to rwildlife in S1pain was not caused by 
pesticides but by an outbreak of botulism, a disease, which caused so much 
damage in 1971 in the Netherlands. The species affected !Were mainly aGqua
tic - herons, egrets, s;poonrbills, coots, ducks - amounting to ab{JUt 50,000 
birds. Great pre,cautions are being ta:ken to clear the infected area, and 
corpses are being ,collected and burnt to ltmit the out,break. Although it is 
. Perhaps of some consolation to 'kno,w that it was due to natural causes and 
not man-induced on account of pollu,t;ion, the consequences to thts reserve 
are very serious in that a number o.f species may rbe loSit to the Heserve. 

A. Baldacchino 
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THE CETTII'S WARBLER CETTIA CETTI IN MALTA 

J. Sultana & C. G13,uci 

The CetLi's .Wanbler Cettia Cetti, 5~ ins in length, has all its utrwer-pa.rts 
dark rufous brown. It has a greyrish !White throat and beiJy while its breast 
~u1d Hanks are washed with light brown. Its short whitish sui]Jerciliuan is 
cnly consp!icuous at close quarters. Instead of ·the usua.l twelve tail-feathers 
of most i]Jasserine.s this ~pecies has only ten, whh\h fomn a much rounded 
taiL The under-;tail coverts rure broadly tiprped whitish. The wings are round
ted too, and rather short. 

Its skulking haJbits in dense and coarse vegetation make it very difficult 
to spot However, its ,presence is very often betrayed by its loud striking 
~:ong of ;vbrupt bursts resembling 'chee wee, c<he wee, Chee wee you'. Lt is 
m{)stly found in thi:clk vegetJation and reedbeds near water. Though mainly 
<L .sedentary Sipec.ies showing some local wanderings, the easternmost popula
tions migrate to eastern Iran, southern ·AJfghanistan and north-rwest India . 

The range of the Cetti's War1bler is svuthern Europe, north Africa, 
JVIediterranean Islands and south western Asia to Iran, northern Afghan
istan, Kir.ghiz Steppes and Hussian TUnkestan. Three su.bSi]Jecies are gene
rally recognized; the nominate race is the one found in countries border
ing the Mediter.ranean. 

G. Despott included the Cetti's .Warbler in his various lists of the Birds 
of Malta on ac·cou.nt of a .:>peciimen seen stuffed in a private collection. It 
·v•;as labelled 'Malta -~prile1901'. The only other record of the Cetti's 
Vlanbler .previous to 1967 is that o,f {)ne reported rby Roberts as seen by J. 
Bai.ley at Wied Znuber, Hal Far, <'n 21st 'Septemiber, 1951. 

Since members of the MOSHinging· Group star.ted visitiiJJg Wied Il-Luq 
& Girgenti Valley, in autumn 19,67, the species has been noted present an
nuall'Y throughout the year. Eight to twelve males we.re regularly heard 
singing during the breeding seasons in .these ·adjoining valleys. Farmers at 
Girgenti remarked that they had been hearing that ty.pe of distinctive 
song for the past fi.fteen yea.rs. 

Girgenti Valley and Wied il-Luq form one of the greenest areas in Malta 
where freshwater is present throughout the year. Both contain a long 
stretch of reeds, intermingled wit1h thkkets of brambles, trees and othe.r 
veget,ation, flanked on both sides by eu1tlvated fields. The uncuLtivated water 
course of Girgenti Valley contains mwre tangled and thieker vegetaticn 
than that of Wied il-Luq. 

The Cetti's Warbler is also recorded annually outside these valleys, es
pecially in autumn; mDst records c01me from Mtahleb and Bahrija. Bree.ding 
in these areas, which of.fer adequat·c haibitat, could not be ascertained as no 
visits were made during the ,breeding season. Other birds were recorded at 
Ghadira (Ul.67 (2) and 9-1Ll2.70); Bingemma (3.3.6•9); Chadwic'k La.kes 
(29.8-29.9.72 and 9.9-2Ll0.73); Rabat (2.2-26.7.73) and in Gozo, at Lunzjata 
( 5.1 0. 70) and at Ghajn Bar rani (end of 8. 71 ). 

A male ringed at MtahJe,b in October 1970 was retrapped several times 
at Wied ii-Luq bet,ween May and September. 1971 This may surpport the 
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)JOssibility that a number Of the birds recorded in various localities in 
autumn are the. offspring oJ su,ccessful hroods reared at Girgenti and Wied 
11-Luq. There is also the possLbility that oc,casionally a few birds may ar
rive in au:turrnn from nearby countries. 

The Cetti's Warbler shows 'conspicuous population fluctuations in 
Europe. One of the main reasons is the htgh mortality rate during long 
and severe winters. The series of mild winters from 1948 to 19,61 hel:ped the 
Cetti's Warbler to push its ,range northward in France and from 1960, vag
rants started to appear in Western Genmany, Belgium, the Netherlands and 
England. A·c,cording to the faDmers of Girgenti it was a!bout the mid-fifties 
that singing males we.re first heard there, coinciding with the series of mild 
winters afore mentioned. 

There is no doubt that the Cetti's Wa11bler is now a resident species in 
small numbers. Fro.m October 1967 to October 1973, 56 1birds ·we,re ringed in 
Malta. These comrprised 24 full grown males, 19 full grown females and 12 
juvenilesjpulli. Of these only 6 were tr8.Jp:ped outside the Girgenti/Wied il
Luq area. Most full gro·wn birds have been retrap;ped severa·l ttmes in suc
cessive areas, with the longest period between ringing and retrapping dates 
being 4 years. 

Though breeding was thought to have oc·curred in 1968 and 1969, as the 
species was present throughout the year, the first definite ;proo,f was obain
ed in 1970 when on 13th April a pair was trap')Jed f-or ringing at Gir,gentL 
The female had a dear brood patch and was -carrying a sm,all caterpillar in 
its beark. A year later, on 23rd May, 1971, 4 n81w1y fledged birds were seen· at 
Wied Il-Luq. They were trapped together with the adults w.hi,ch had already 
ibeen ringed (the female on 15th 'September, 19>69 and the male on 16th 
A-ugust, 1970). Two more newly fledged young were seen nearby in late July. 

The first nest was discovered on 14th May, 1973, at Wied il-Luq. It -con
tained four young and was situated ·under a fig tree, overgrown with ivy 
and branl!bles, growing· over a !Wall wbove a wide canal. It was built upon a 
small projecting ivy twig &mong dead strands of 'brrumble, a;bout 14 feet high 
from the ground, a!bove a small stream. It was loose'l,y constructed with dry 
grasses and reed blades lined from the inside by fine grasses and feathers. 
Its shape was very slightly oval, 12,xll c1m. on the outside and 5x4cm. on the 
inside; the depth was 5 om. 

On the same day a newly fledged juvenile was traPJPed at Gil'genti. On 
20th May, 1973, another family groUip was trarpped at Girgenti; it consisted 
Df 2 newly .fledged birds and 2 adults (both adults had been ringed at the 
sa.me spot on 13th April, 1970). Another family party of 4 juveniles was pre
. <ent at Wied il-Luq 1at the end of July. 

The Cetti's Wanbler ap1pears to rear two broods between April and July. 
None of the males had the slightest evidence of an incubation patch. Only 
the female was noted bringing food to the young of the nest found at Wiecl 
~1-Luq. though the male was singing nearby. 

Note on sex identification through wing length ('measurements m 
mm.) and weight (in gm.) 

~8~ 

Williamson ( 1968) gives wing length at 58-64 tor males and 51-57 for 
:emales. He remarks that a few females 59-61 are probrubly wrongly sexed. 
Svensson ( 1970) gives 58-67.5 for males and 54-60 fOr ,females. Our measure
ments (maximum chord) agree wi:th W1Hiamson: the range of 24 full g1rown 
males w.a.s 58-64 and of J.9 full grown females 51.5-57. 

Weight is also helpflll. 24 males had a range 01f 13.6-16.9 (one 'vas 12.5) 
wi:th a mean o-f 14.7. Nineteen .females wei,ghed 10.3-13.4 with a m·:oan of 11.5 
(Most weig;hts were re.corded in the morning. Mo"!t birds retmpped in late 
afternoon regularly registered an increase of a:bout 1 gm.). 

NOTE ON lMOUI,T 
Adu:lts moult after breeding. Malet: seem to start earlier than female.s. A 

male on 26th August had just finished, another was in an advanced stage on 
Wth August (moult completed when retr&pped on 22nd August) and a third 
was in an advanced: stage on 2,5th AThgust. 

A :female had not yet started mou1ting on 4th Au:gust, one on 20th Sep
tember was in an advanced stage and others, on 23rd Septemiber and 27th 
September, had just finished. 

Juveniles have a body moult between mid-July and early .september. It 
:s thus possible to age birds in June-September .aC'cording to p 1lumage con
dition. 
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