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EDITORIAL 

This is the lOth issue of Il-Merill and we can rightly be proud Of the 
tact and hop.e that coming issues will see the magazine growing in 
strength of numbers and in:tl.uence. It is also the last issue of the present 
editor, Brother Edmund of St. Michael's College, who is leaving Malta 
before the next issue to do missionary work in 'Ethiopia. 

During the last five years while I have been in Malta it has been a great 
privilege to hav-e been a.ssociated with the Malta Ornithological Society in 
trying to achieve their lauda.ble aims of increasing the local knowledge of 
birds a.nd attempting to check the senseless massacre of birds that 
masquerades under the ignoble title of sport. 

There is little doubt that in the >first of these aims much has been 
achieved through means of articles and letters in the Press, and ,we are al
ways grateful to the newspapers who are our main supporters. MT'V has al.so 
been of great help in putting our ideas across and screening some excellent 
bird films which we have bro;1ght over. The British Council als::> deserves our 
praise and thanks for giving us the monthly use of its rooms for lectures 
and showing oJ films. We have bnugllt out two excellent posters, the first 
011 the Robin and the seconct this month on the ,National Bird, Il-Merill. In 
these two campaigns in particular we are indebted to MBRJOC for their 
financial assistance. In adcliti::n to thLs we hav-e produ:ced a leaflet on Birds 
o,f Prey which .was issued. to each shooter renewing his licence appealing to 
him per.snnally not to shoot the !birds of prey. 

St. Michael's G::>llege of 'Education has play-ed no small part in educat
ing the public in matters ornithological. It is a fact that five of the most 
active memlbers N MOS are teachers closely connected with the training 
college and they are strongly encouraged by the staff. In addition some 
hundreds of teachers a.nd trainees have had the message clearly put to them 
in talks and film shows. St. Michael's ha.s also dcme mu-ch to fur,ther the 
cause of ma.king greater use of Ghadira as a field centre and has helped 
in running courses there where all the facilities are brought together in 
an ideal site and camp. ,we hope that the organisers in the education 
department will come to realize what a .glorious opportunity is within th-2ir 
very grasp if only they would take act.ion. 

The first aim then of educating the puiblic through the schools and ma3s 
media is well under way and later in the year we hope to have ready a good 
ILACNDBOOK OF BIRDS for teachers' use in all the schJols in Malta. 

T:t.e second aim of bird preservat·ion is closely allied to the first aim: 
first get to know the birds to appreciate them and then aim at tl1eir protec
tion in an increasingly hostile world. Here we have not yet made much im
pact locally but hard work is going on behind the scenes to help draw up 
lists of protected birds, suggesting closed seasons and which areas in Malta 
should be very strictly reserved. In accJrdance with the Government's 
.::uggestion various Societies are pooling· their resources to suggest to the 
Lawmakers the framework o.f Jegislati:m which we hope will help put an 
End to uncontrolled shooting by ignorant hunters of the bird fauna of 
Europe before it is too late. The migrant birds passing through Malta 8re 
Rlso other people's natura! assets. Brother Edmund 
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