
18 Baroque Routes 

A 17th-century French traveller in Malta 
Alb..:n Jnuvm de Rochclmt wns n 17'"-ccntury French travdkr 

whn vi,ncd ~evcml cilic' in Europe, A>ia ;md Africa soon <1ft er 

rhc o.:ondu,ton t>f the 'P·C;tl led Thin~ Year- War of 16 1 '\-48. 

lit, htrgdy forg<>rtl'n \'oyage d' luJi~ ~~de Malthe formed part 

,,f,t ,,,.n,lumc w••rl..puhlt,hed m Pam m 1672 Junng the retgn 

ot Kmg L<>ll t' XIV. Jouvm, ;tccnmpanted hy 'I line friend,, ;trnvcJ 

in Syroh..u~c in Dcccmher 166'3, where th~.·y managed 10 hoard a 

war g;tlle\' of rhc Kmghh nf Malta whtd1 "'"' then hen heJ in 

the port ol that ctt' 111 participate m rhc h .• ,tt,·ittc' ol Sama 

Llll:t;l. 1-l,t\ mg ,afcly rl·m:hed the ''hmd, Jnuvm renumcJ m 

1\ !.tiLt I or ;thour fnur Wl'l'b, rcturnmg tn France in 1665 when: 

he wa' <.'\'cntually appointed rrcasure t tn the office nf L11110ges 

h\ the· King of Fmnce. 

fl11.• fa,cinating Jl·,cnptinn of haf\lcjUe l\lalt;l hy jllll\il1, 

h,,-...,1 on travel twte' wntren Junnt..: hi-, 'tay in ;I h,Ncl in 

Valk·tta, I!> rhe suhjell nf a n:cent hook hy Profe~l)f Deni' ne 
Luo.:1.a puhli-hcd hy I kriwge Boob on hch01l fof the lmcrn;Ht<m;d 

ltNiltlll.' fnr BaroqtK' Stttdic,. 

jou\ m gt,·c, clctaileJ Je,cripnon' nf Vallcrta and of the 

many lx·auttful huiklmg' and g;udcn' m 17 ·-centu~ l\l.th.t. Hi-, 

noll'' ).!I\ e ,1 rcve;tlmg .md per-onal <1Ccount of Maim m 166 3-

64. J•Htdn W<l> main ly intcr~red in all Lhc changc, th;n had 

begun In transform Vnllett<l and mher European citk' into 

,rk·ndtd haroque urhan environmenh. Thc,e citic' \H'rl' now 

full of heauttful p;llacc' and tmprc"I\'C arullcry l~>rttftCa{loth, 

lnnning <1 new cono.:cpt of urh<m I king marked hy thc la\ ''h u'e 

of >tntight <1\'CnUC>, 

sp<lci<Ht' hquares and 
cx<HII. garden:.. 

Th l' 1:-oltl.. t s 

illu,tr.ue,l wnh the 

rcpr.tduuiun of 
~cvcr;tl platb and <>Id 

'''e"' induding a 
163 3 plan ,,fVallcna 

shnwin).! Alhcrr 

Jouvtn\ iltncrary 

and 1 hl• location o( 

rh.: man\ huiiJinJ.!S 

and urhan 'pace' 

rhar he dl',Lrihe,, 

indu,ling the palace 

of the ( )nmd Mastcr 

where "there i> al'o a lar).!l' htrdcagl' ,tnd ,1 ,m,tll !!<Hdl·n 

cont;llntng 'hrub' and heauttful flower,, nnc;uc,l hv rh, \\.tier 

of f~lltnLIIn' anJ linll· 'pring' that <tl,,' 'en·l· to ;unu'c rlw m.uw 

heauufttl htrd, ttf dtlfcrent plumag1.' rhar r.>;un .trolmclrhem", 

ami rlw ,lavc~ pri'lll1 whl·re "there arc al"' -,onw CireL·b wlu> 

,ell 'orhct, n•ffee ;tnd dwutla tc". 

The hook ctmdude' with a rcpr~>,luett<ll1 ,,f 1 he Fr<.·nch 

tcxt of Jnu' m':. ..Je,Lrtpt "'"·reproduced I nun hi, mcnh>tr' kl•pt 

m the llihliotheqlt~ N.uunwll' dt? Frcmn m 1\tri,. 
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In his fascinating recent book 'Memento Mori', the researcher Dane 

Munro has painstakingly translated the inscriptions of the tombstones 

of the Knights into English, offering contemporary readers who are not 

familiar with Latin a unique insight into the thoughts, fears and aspirations 

of the Knights. Munro's text is accompanied by beautiful photographs 

by Maurizio Urso, and is published by M] Publications. 




