
conduct for preservaHon and conservation were reeommended and adopted, 
and subsequently embodied in this Treaty. 

The preservation of rare birds ha:o been one of the prime activities of 
the ICBP and assi~•tance has been given in various ways by letters to 
Governments, research programmes, and advice en measure,, to be taken. 

When the .IUON was founded in 1948, a friendly agreement for coopera­
tion was drawn up and the two organisations worked closely together. The 
work of H1e Survival Service Commission, ,so far as birds are c~ncerned, is 
primarily the responsiblty of the ICBP as is the co:npilation of the Volume 
AVES of the Red Data Book on threatened species. 

At the ICBP Conference in Tak}1o in 1960 a resolution wa3 adopted 
:uging each country to designate a species as its national bird as a mean3 
of bringing the 'intrinsic value of birds to the at·~entian of the general 
public. This scheme has :proved a great success and aroused widespr-ead 
interest. 

In 1938, Dr. Gilbert Pearson resigned in favaur of Monsieur Jectn 
Delacour who remained President till 1958, when he was succeeded by 
Professor S. Dillon Ripley who was elected a•t the World Meeting in Finland 
that year. At this meeting the title o.f the ICEP was changed from 
"Committee" •to "Council'' as being more suitable for the standing and 
scope of the arganisation. 

The IOBP now has 61 National Sections in every continent Of the 
world and in a number of oceanic and ather islands, which are in cJnstant 
touch with the President and -Central Secretariat either ,on account of 
their own problems or assisting other countries with theirs. Bulletins con­
taining repo-rts of international meetings, articles ,on various subjects and 
:occcounts of the situation of bird pre.servat:on in different c-ountries are 
published from time to time, and the information pamphlet under the titJe. 
"The President's Letter", containing information on the activities of the 
ICBP and the National Sections, is issued free to anyone interested in the 
v,-ork. 

Each year new National Sections are fo,rmed and each year the need 
Jor the work of the ICBP becomes more evident, as the very existence of 
Lirdlife becomes ever more hazard:ms with the spread Of madern methods 
Df civilisation. 

In 1974 ICBP will be holding two interesting Conferences. One in April 
will be held in Cyprus and JS entit:ed "The Conservation of Birds and their 
habitats in the Mediterraean Countries." We sincere·:y hope to be re­
presented there. The sec:ond, in August, will be the "XVI World Conference 
-of ICBP", and it will be held in .1\ustralia, where Mr. A D'Andria will 
represent Malta. 
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APPRECIATION 

CAPT. ALBERT MAITLAND JACOB 
,we are :sorry to announce the 

death OJ C~pt. Albert JV[:aitland 
Jacob which happened on the 1st 
July, 1972 in his Muse at the small, 
attractive village of Fethard, 
C2.unty Tipperary, E.ire Capt. 
Ja.cob was a great friend of the 
Malta Ornithological Saciety and 
through his generosity, two Natur­
al History Competitions were orga­
nised in 1968 and 1970 for the 
;::chooLs of Malta and Gozo. 

'I feel glad that I had the oppor­
tunity of meeting Bertu, as all his 
friencls knew .him, and his charm­
ing wife Dodo. I spent two days 
with them in March 1963 after I 
attended the "All-Ireland Confe­
rence en Bird Protedion", at 
Ma!ahide, near Dublin. During the 
short time I spent with him I came 
to know Bertu much closer as a con­
.servationh3t. The first time I heard 
abou.t him was in 1964 when his 
name was ment'aned to me by 
Philip Brown, then secretary of the 
RoyH.i Society for the Protection 
of Birds. In th8.t year Capt. Jac:Jb 
joined the M.O.S. as a life mem­
ber and till his death his generous 
support for our Society wa3 alwaJI3 
forthcoming. 

Albert Maitland Jacob was bo.rn 
ia Liverpool in 1891 and educated 
at Clifton College, Bristol. After he 
le.ft College he worked in his 
father's li.rm of Jacob Co. Biscuit 
Manufacturers, during which time 
he joined the West Lancashir:c 
Territoria:ls. In 1913 he paid a 
short vi.s;t to Valletta when his 

ship st:D'pped for bunkering in the 
Grand Harbour. In the First World 
War (1914-1918) he saw active 
service in Northern France with 
the Roya,l Artillery where he was in 
eharge of a Truck Mortar Battery 
and was promoted to eaptain. 

·After the war he became chair­
man of the Liverpool Company of 
Jacob'·s Biscuit Manufacturers and 
a few years later he moved to Ir-e­
land where he was also Chairman 
of the Dublin Company. In 1928 he 
married Dodo and at the age of 74 
he retired from the family li.rm. 

Bertu was an ard-ent naturalist 
and ornithologist and a great con­
servationist. He was a member of 
the R.S.P.B., the Preservation cf 
Rural England, the Men of the 
Trees, The Organic 8arming and 
t:oil Associ~tion, the World Wild­
life Fund and the British Trust for 
Ornithology. His knowledge O.f all 
things to do with nature was be­
yond belief and many years ag·o he 
foretold the ravages and de,:;truc­
tion of the indiscriminate use of 
agricultural pesticides in the ba­
lance of nature. 

Bertu died at the age of 81 giving 
unto:d support to th·e conservation 
movement and to the Societies in 
which he participated. 

To his wife and family we give 
our heartfelt condolences. Though 
Bertu is no more, his great virtues 
Of kindness and generosity will 
outlive his death. 

J.M. ATTARD 
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MALTA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

Principles and Aims: 

(a) The Society's main purpose is to initiate, foster and aid the .study 
of avian fauna in accmdance with striotly ·scientific methods, thereby 
}lelping to increase 'the sum oJ human knowledg-e an the subject. 

(b) The society solemnly affirms its belief in the canservation of 
r;ature and wHl pursu-e whatever action.s it deems necessary to ensure ade­
quate protection af wild-li.fe, and to propagate these ideals in the Maltese 
Islands. 

Membership: 

Members can join the Society and par,ticipat.e in all its adivitie.s, pro­
vided they .subscribe ta the aims of 'the :society and further undertake to 
propagate its views, each in his own sphere o,f life thus spreading the 
.Society s enlightened ideal and awakening a social canscience that wi1l 
!;rook no fm'ther depreciatian of the .living resource3 of Nature, especially 
tirds. 

JJ embers hip Fees: 

Life Member £l5 

Members ........................ . 75c 

Young Member (under 17) 12c5 
Any,one wishing to join the ,society is welcome to write .to the Secre­

tary. The Society's Bulletin is Ben't free to members and illustrated talks, 
meetings and outings are held monthly except during the _;;ummer mont.hs. 

ib alta Ornithological Society Ringing Group: 

The Society also has its Bird Ringing Group. This Group is engaged in 
studying the various aspects of Maltese Ornitho,Jogy, and is staffed by 
cualified bird ringers holding a ringing permit from the British Trust f.or 
Ornithology. Ringing Secretary: c. Ganci, lAl M·useum Road Rabat, Malta. 

The Editor welcomes articles, letters and other features bearing on 
uny aspect of the ornithology of the Maltese Islands and Mediterra­
nean tor publication in this bulletin. 

The viezcs expressed by contributors are not necessarily those Of the 

Editor nor the NI.O.S. 
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