MISCELLANY

Bird Sites

In October, 1971, the Director of
Agriculture and Fisheries request-
ed a list of sites (in order of prio-
rityy which thé M.O.S. wishes t0 see
added to the schedule of Bird Sanc-
tuaries.” In the M.O.S. Secretary’s
cemmunicaticn the following list
was reecmmended. ,

Malta: (1) The Pocl at Ghadira
with a . protective belt of 500 yards
around it; (2) Filfla with a one
mile belt around it; (3) The Salt-
pans and all the area known as is-
Salina to be added to Kennedy
Greve; (4) Ta’ Qali; (5) Wied il-
Lug to be added to Buskett; and
(6). Chadwick Lakes.

“Gezo: (1) Ta’ Cené Area; and
(2) Marsalforn Valley.

It was peinted out that ‘protect-
ed’ areas shculd include a non-
sheoting and a non-trapping helt
around them of at least 100 yards.
This should also be added to those
sanctuaries which are already on
the schedule, e.g. Buskett, Kennedy
Grove, etc. (Comino Island has a
nen-shooting  belt of one mile
around it). It was also recommend-
ed that the Bird-shooting should
be prohibited from all bays, inlets
and frem sea-craft.

Importation of Wild Birds

In 1970, £6,698 worth of wild
birds were imported. The value of
birds imported between January
and May of 1971 was £1,174. A large
number of imported birds com-
prise finches. These are used by
locals to re-stock their decoy-birds.
In October, last year, the Minister

of Commerce, Industry, Agriculture
and Tourism banned the importa-
tion of the following species: Chaf-
finch, Geldfinch, Greenfinch, Se-
rin, Siskin, Hawfinch, ILinnet,
Brambling, Ortolan Bunting and
Jackdaw. This was apparently
done to safeguard the interests of
the long-standing trappers so that
the price of finches remains high.
Nevertheless such banning helps to
decrease the trapping of these
birds from the countries from
which they are imported, mainly
Italy and Tunisia.

The Secretary congratulated the
Minister for taking such action. It
was pointed cut to him that the
M.O.8. pleasure was not derived
from the point of view that the
interests of the local trappers were
safeguarded, but because wild bird
Importation entails inhuman acti-
vities. It was also recommended
that the list should have included
more imperted species.

Ringed or Chained Pellets

In January, this year, the Prime
Minister made the Ringed or
Chained Pellets (Prohibition) Re-
gulations which prohibit any per-
scn o import, manufacture, store,
keep, distribute or use any explo-
sives consisting of ringed or chain-
ed pellets. This praise-worthy ac-
tion will save many a large bird
migrating high over the islands.
These chained pellets cartridges
were being used by some of the
shcoters to shoot at out-of-range
targets, usually Birds of Prey and
Herons.



Debate in Parliament

As we go to the Press, bird-
shooting was the subject of a de-
bate in Parliament. Whilst the
Prime Minister denied the rumours
that the new Government was go-
ing to ‘ban shooting totally, he
said that the Government wished
to see all the shooters in an Asso-
ciation which would formulate bird
regulations so as to safeguard their
own game, The Prime Minister said
that the shooters themselves are
destroying their own gport because
as it now stands there soon would
be 1o birds to shoot at. He said that
birds not only enhance the coun-
try-side but aiso help us to get rid
of pests such as harmful insects.
The Prime Minister continued that
the Government wished that every
sportsman should have certain
regulations to abide by not only
just a shooting licence. He also
said that he knew how this sport is
carried out in other countries
where there are adequate bird pro-
tection regulations 'which are res-
pected and that we should follow
suit. The Prime Minister continued
by saying that we are still doing
what our forefathers used to do,
cutting down trees and Kkilling
birds. Because of this we have a
country without trees and without
birds. The M.O.S. congratulated the
Prime Minister on his speech and
offered its help in advice on this
madtter.

On the Screen

On behalf of the M.O.S., J. Sul-
tana prepared two programmes —
‘Breeding Birds’ and ‘Bird Migra-
tion over Malta’ — for the Malta
Televisicn’s popular series ‘Wirt
Artna’ (Our National Heritage).

These programmes Wwhich were
screened in February were a suc-
cess in propagating the Society’s
message to the general public. In
the same TV series, in April, Dr.
Anton Buttigieg, The Minister of
Justice and Parliamentary Affairs,
being the national poet of nature,
was the guest of the programme
where he spoke of the need to con-
serve nature especially birds. In
another TV programme ‘Malta u lil
hinn Minnha’, Labour MP Dr. Phi-
lip Muscat in April pointed out at
length the need to update the pre-
sent legislation in order to bring it
in line with that of other countries.
He also mentioned the M.O.S. ar-
peal not to molest fne birds of
prey.

In the Papers

Both ‘L-Orizzont’ and ‘Maita
News’ had leaders condemning the
way bird shooting is carried out in
Malta, ‘It-Tor¢a’ had a whole page
article on Birds and the Environ-
ment and praised the M.O.S. for
the latter’s initiative in. distribu-
ting the birds of prey leatflet.

At the R.S.P.C.A. Meeting

One of the motions tabled  for
the Annual General Meeting of the
R.S.P.C:A. (Malta Branch) urges
the Government to set up a na-
ticnal commission composed of
members from  interested animal
welfare organisations and -others
t¢c examine the existing laws on the
sheoting and trapping of birds and
to introduce revised legislation
aiming at better protection of witd
birds.

Blue Rock Thrush Photographs
M.D. England, O.B.E,, who is one
¢f Britain’s finest Dbird photo-



graphers has kindly donated six
photographs of the Blue Rock
Thrush to the M.O.S. He also gave
his kind consent to use them in
M.O.S. publications.

Course at Ghadira

The Education Department held
a three-day field course at Ghadi-
ra for Science Teachers in Secon-
dary Schools with the help of the
British Council. The wcourse was
run by Mrs. P. Wolseley and Dr.
S.M., Haslam. During the course all
those present realised the poten-
tialities of this area as a field cen-

tre where school children can learn
how to appreciate nagture in its
natural wild state.

Filfla

The bilateral agreement which
was signed by the Governments of
Malta and Great Britain does not
give permission to the Services to
use Filfla during the breeding sea-
son of the sea-birds. It is also hoped
that Fiifla will be declared a na-
ture reserve. Its importance is do-
cumented in ‘Bird Studies On Fil-
fla’ which was published by the
M.O.S. in 1970.
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