
Malta' by Bro. Edmund, 'The Bird 
Sitm<tion in Malta' by J. Sultana 
and 'The slaughter of Birds, of Prey' 
by C. Gal·ea - were prepared and 
made use of by th2 Society's repre
sentative at the XV World Confer
ence of the IOBP. MOS officials a.lso 
took part in various programmes 
on the Marta Television and Re
diffusion. 

J. Sultana, Secretary. 

Financial Report for 1970 
B·rought forward £350 4s. 8d. 

Credit 
Fees & Donations 
Sa1e o:f Puiblic'ations 
Interest 

De<hit 
M!03 representation at 
the lCBP Conference 
Filfla Booklet 
Il-Merill Nos 1-3 
Postage 

£203 17 4 
49 15 3 
14 111 

£267 14 11 

£30 0 0 
67 0 0 
71 15 0 
12 4 3 

Young Members. Ringing 
Group, Circulars and 
other expenses 29 18 3 

-
£210 17 11 

Balance as on 27-th January, 
1971 =cc. £407 ls. 3d. 

J. Sultana, Tr.easu<·er, 

Obituary 

We were so-rry to hear of the 
death of Dr. C. DeLucca, B.Sc., M.D., 
a member of the Society and ·a pre-
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vious Hon. President. H2 was lltdy 
one Of the C:uratnrs of the Natural 
History section of the Museum De
partment. He has written several 
papers on local ornithol-ogy and 
natura; history, including a che~k
l:st of the birds of Malta. Wo: offer 
our sincere condolences to his wife 
and s-on. 

A Set of Stamps 

In 1963 the Natural History of 
Malh and the Malta OrnithJlogical 
Society suggested to the Chairman 
of the Stamp Advisory Board to 
consider th·e issue o;f a. Natural His
tory set of stamps. Since then the 
M.O.S. have remip,ded him an
nually about the matter. Our in
s stence and that of the N.H..S.M. 
have been rewarded at Ltst. Next 
Szpte:r:ber the Post Offiee will issue 
a set Of four stamps depicting the 
Blue Tc'.ock Trush Monticola soli
taTius, t~h)._e National Bird, and the 
C~n!aurea spathulata, the National 
Pla:-~t. 

A Day Seminar 

On the initiative of the M.O.S,. a 
day Seminar - The Future of the 
Malta Envir·onment -- will be held 
on 4th July jointly witll Din 1-A.rt 
Helwa, The Natural History Sodety 
of Malts. and the Ma!ta Geographi
cal Society. Illustrated talks and 
discuss'ons will be the main items. 
A circuhr will be sent t.o an local 
members with all the details. 

RAPTORS IN MALTESE SKIES 
C. Galea 

(This is the second ot a series of 
aTticLes on diurnaL birds ot prey. 
The iauthor has been working on 
this family of birds tor the last six 
years at the request of the M.O.S. 
Ed.) 

Hr:lnEy Buzzard (Pernis apivc·r::::s) 

Kuccar·da 

The Honey Buzzard is frequent 
in spring (late March to early June) 
and c·ommon in autumn (mid
August to mid-Ootober). The words 
'.frequent' and 'common' when d,es
cribing migratory bird.s a.re some
what vague. Thus, the two periods 
mentioned simply indicate the 
period of pas;;age of the bird; the 
status given applies for only a part 
of this period. Honey Buzzards ar
rive initially in ones or twos, the 
number increasing as the season 
gets under way. This of course ap
plies to all mig.ra.tory birds. 

The Honey Buzzard is very 
variabie in its plumage but it is 
always dark ·brownish on its back 
and on its U1Jper wing surface. Its 
head may be white grev or brown, 
while the streaked or barred under 
parts may be white or s-ome shade 
of brown. Its brownish tail h'as a 
dark subterminal band and two or 
three variable bars. Occasionaliy a 
bird with a white rump can be 
noted.· 

This ra.ptor is a most useful bird, 
sabsisting mostly on insects, espe
cially those of the bee family, with 
an occasional small vertebrate. The 
scale-like feathers on its cheek 
serve to protect its face from being 
stung by wasps and bees as it ran
sa.cks their nest. Naturally, consi
C:·ering its mode oi' feeding, it is quite 
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at home on the ground. 
In the air this buzzard is quite 

an ac.c·omplished flier, soning and 
gliding on down-curved wings with 
grace and ease. Honey buzzards, 
considering their size, can be sur
prisi:ngly fast on the wing - espe
cially when .shooting down with 
nearly closed wings towar·ds a tree 
chosen as a roost. 

In Ma1ta this bird is usually seen 
b .necks of up to '3 doz::;n at a 
time, at a height varying from 
a few hundred to a few thousand 
feet. These parties ane mostly seen 
trave1ling steadily on their journ:oy, 
though they can be o·b.served also 
whe:eling high in the sky. Other 
hawks (Short-toed Eo.gle, Black 
Kit-e, Marsh Harrier, Lesser Kestrel, 
Kestrel and Hobiby) are Observed in 
their company. RGberts (Birds of 
Malta - 1954 - Pwgress Press) 
noted also the Grey Heron Ardea 
cinerea s:Jaring with this buzzard. 

Osprey ( Pandicm haliaetus) 
Arpa 

The Ospn:~y is a scarce though re
gular passage migrant, occuring in 
spring (late March to mid~M'J.,y) 

and in autumn from mid-Septem-· 
ber to late October. About a dozen 
birds are recorded yearly. One was 
recorded at Wardija on 4th Novem
ber 1953 (M.O.S. Quarterly Bulletin 
Vo1. 1. No. 4). De.spott, curiously 
enough, recorded the Osprey only 
between 8th June and the 25th of 
S'eptember (-Notes on the Ornitho
logy of :Malta - Ibis - July 1917, 
pp, 281-349). 

Ospreys hav;e dark brown upper 
parts with the white under parts 
having a faint brown band across 
the brea.st. A broad black band runs 



from the beak through the ey1e to 
the 3ides Of the neck. Its blui;:;h fe,et 
have padded toes with strong claws 
to ena'ble it to clutch securely the 
fish on which it feeds. 

In its habita;t this raptor occurs 
natu~aay enough near water. Th.is 
holds true also for Malta; how
c·;er, especi:Jily in autumn, they can 
also be observed at the hill ridges. 

It::; bu.oyant fHght consists of a 
few slow wing beats followed by 
long glides on level deeply-arched 
\Vings. 

Slack Kite ( Milvus migrans) 
Astun Iswed 

This Kite is a scarce S!pring and 
autumn passage migrant occuring 
from April to mid-May and in 
s1ightly greater numbers from 
August to li.te September. It has 
been also recorded in late March 
and in July. Albout ten occurrenc•es 
a.re noted yearly. 

Black Kit,es are a dingy dark 
brown with darker streaks on 
breast and belly. The upper sur
faces of the wing have a pale p'l.tch 
which is also found on their under 
surface in Juveniles. Its dark tail is 
slightly forked. 

These birds can be seen singly or 
in sma1J parties (the larg1est re
corded being of sixteen birds in 
spring 1970). On migration they fly 
at a medium height, in autumn of
ten with the Honey Buzzards. 

In flight this bird soars and 
glides leisuDely but gracefully on 
level wings, though it can hold them 
momentarily in a shallow V. 
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Sparrow Hawk { Alccipiter nisus) 
Sparvier 

E:>parrow Hawks are uncommonly 
seen from late September to mid
October; they are very rare at other 
times. So .far in the last five years 
it has only occurred t:wice later then 
m:d.-October, and just m1ce in 
Spring. It is intere.sting to note that 
Schembri ( Catalogo Ornitologico 
del Gruppo di Malta -- 1843) 
described it as c·ommon in both 
spring and autumn. 

Male Sparrow Haw.ks are slate 
grey on back, wings and tail; the 
breast and belly are whit,e-barred 
with rusty brown. Females ha~e 
brownish upper-parts, wh:i.le their 
underparts are white-barred with 
greyish brown. In young birds th,:; 
upper-parts are brownish with 
rufous tipped f,eathers; the under
parts range from orange to white 
with irregular markings. Both its 
feet ai1d irts are yel,low. 

These hawks are found in well 
wooded al.'eas which are suiln•ble 
for the way they hunt. Their prey 
consists chiefly of small birds, al
though a few small mammals are 
also talmn. 

It has a rapid flight, a few supple 
wing beats being fc.!Jo,wed by a long 
light glide. It bas not been ob
served soaring much in these 
islands. 

These predators ~we usually met 
with flying over the hill ridges (es
pecially over Busklett) on their 
migratory flight which takes place 
at very vari3Jl:>Ie altitudes. Birds 
mostly trav;e.J singly but on two oc
casions, WfTe noted with hobbie,s 
Occasionally it oan be observ1ed 
hunting, skimming low over the 
stone walls. 

I 
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SOIME NiOT•E!S ON T'HE lVllED\ITiEiRIRANiEIAIN GULL LARUS 

MELANOCEPHALUS AIND THE BIJAlOK-IHiEJADE[) G[(J[JL LARUS 

RIDJBT;NDUS 

When one examines critically the various studies published on Maltese 
Ornithol-ogy one is likely to meet with confused statements regardin,g the 
~t3.tus of quite a number of species. Two of these are the Mediterranean 
Gull Larus melanocephalus and the B!ack-headed Gul.l Larus Tidibundus. 

Before trying to give the proper status of these gulls I list hereunder 
previous statements. 

Mediterranean Gull 

Schembri (1843) Common in the winter 
months. 

Wright ( 1864) This is the common 
gull of Malta. During 
winter congregates in 
large flocks in the har
bours. 

Despott (1917) This is the common 
gu.il of Malta. It is to 
be seen in pretty large 
numbers in our har
bours. 

Gibb (1951) Mmy. 

Roberts (1954) A very common winter 
visitor. 

De Lucca (1969) A very common winter 
visitor. 

Black-he.J.ded Gull 

Common in the winter 
months. 

Associates with L. Melanoce
phalus but is ·by no means so 
common. 

I mu:st confess that though I 
have looked for it most care
fully [ hav~; not y.et succeed
ed in detecting it. 

(surprisingly not mentioned) 

A oomm-on winter visitor to 
Malta's harbours associating 
freely with L. Mezanocephal
us, though usually in rather 
smaller numbers. 

A common winter visitor. 

Considering the fact that it is the Black-headed Gull which is the com
moner of the two with us in winter (and not the Mediterrane:a,n Gull as ge
nerally stated in the above table), one assumes tba,t :some O:f the afore men
tioned authorities totally confused the two species in the winter and imma
ture plumages. (Others, it seems, were content to rely on previous 
works.) I cannot imag,ine that a chang.e in the numbers of wintering 
gulls has taken place. The on1y published stJa,tement with which I fully ag.ree 
is that of A. D'Andria who wrote "The B~ack-neaded Gull is, fn my ex:pe·r
ience rather· more common here than the ab<ove (Mediterranean Gull), con-

,, .. 


