issues of the "Ibis" between 1927
and 1928.

Zoological Society of London.

'Reg', as all his friends knew
him, was thrilled when I mentioned to him that an Ornithological Society had just been
started in Malta.

In 1928, Moreau moved to
Tanzania (then Tanganyika)
to become secretary and librarian of the East African Agricultural Research Station at
Amani. It was here that he began the extensive field work on
African birds. He even discovered -several new ones.

Reginald's :first connection wii;h
Malta was on 27th October 1936
when, together with hi~ wife,
their ship stopped for a short
call in the Grand Harbour on
their way back from London to
Tanganyika.

This first meeting made me
realise that, besides being an
ornithologist of great ability,
Reg was a gentleman and a
great character. Before I left
he presented me with several
copies of his
ornithological
papers.

When he retired from the Colonial Service in 1946, he was
offered
responsibility
for
Animal Behaviour Unit at Cambridge University, but finally
moved to Oxford and worked in
the Edward Grey Institute of
Field Ornithology from 1947 to
1968.

As is known in the bird world
Reginald Moreau, was one of
the foundation stones of the
new science of field ornithology
and his theories on Trans-Mediterranean migration have al-ways been the key -stone in our
analysis of bird migration over
Malta.

He edited the 'Ibis' - journal
of the Ornithologists' Union from 1947 to 1960 and succeeded
in making this journal into the
premier scientific ornithological publication in the world.
Between 1960 and 1965 Moreau
served as President of the B.O.U.

known ornithologist and a great
friend of our Society. He joineu
the M.O.S. when I met him one
fine day in May 1962 at the
Edward Grey Institute of Field
Ornithology in Oxford.

Over a period of 45 years, he
wrote many authoritative articles and some of them in collabora
tion with his wife Winifred, who
continues to live in Sutton St.
Nicholas, Herefordshire.
In 1966, Moreau published
"The Bird Faunas of Africa and
its Islands", a zoo-geographical
synthesis of this continent and
a formidable task in itself that
makes Moreau an international
authority on African birds.
His interest in birds started in
1930 when he went to Egypt,
where he spent seven years on
the edge of the Sahara in Lower
Egypt. He travelled extensively
with his wife on camel back
across the deserts and in a volume of short stories he describes
some of these travels. His bird
notes in Egypt appeared in two
-6

Besides his many authoritative
papers published in different
scientific journals, his range
of publications includes a book
of social history on the village
of Berrick Salome, near Oxford,
where he lived for twenty years,
a contribution to "A New Dictionary of Birds", and a book on
the Palaearctic Birds Migration
System which he had just completed in bed two days before
he died.
Notwithstanding his academic career, Moreau had no formal
education after the age of 17,
when he left Kingston Grammar School, but his academic
honours in later years included
an honorary M.A. from the
University of Oxford in 1955,
and the Stamford Raffles Award
for Contributions to Zoology
presented by the Duke of Edinburgh in 1962 on behalf of the

Society when after his visit to
Gozp, Moreau sent a contribution to the Quarterly Bulletin
wP.ich aPPeared in Vol.1 No) 1968 - regarding two acpieve-.
ments of
our
bird-ringing
scheme.
As Moreau states in one of
early papers, "the fiea:-crpssing of Palaearctic birds moving
to and from Africa was still imperfectly
documented", and,
"the actual migration over the
Mediterranean is by no means
well documented." ·
hi~

After I met him in 196~, we·
kept in touch through correspondence and his advice and
encouragement in the early
days of the M.O.S, were of
tremendous help. He also joined
the So~iiOtY as a Life.,.:mernber.

Since he wrote this statement,
Moreau succeeded in filling satisfactorily this blank in ornhtholqgy, Moreover, ne forwarded
theories which made a great
approach of human unqerst[tnq,.
ing in th~ mystery of bircj. migration.

In ~he last years of his life,
though already ill, Reg: continued to travel overseas, 111 Mf).rch
1968, he and . Winifred spent a
fortnight in Gozo where D1Y
collegues of the M.O,S. a11d I
spent an enjoyable time with
them either bird ... watching or
discussing tifrds and local ornithological problems.

Reginald Moreau is survived
by his wife, a son and a daughter
to whom we offer 01.1r col1dol-

It w~fi a great honour to our

ence~-

J.l\t Attard.

~~~-~·--~~~~~~
ASPE;CT$ ()F THE; SI;P'T~MBEB 1969 FA~!- Qf

IV!IGRANT$

IN MAI,.TA.
D. Rushforth
J.Sultana and C.Gauci recorded in the September 1969 quarterly bulletin of the Malta Ornithological Society details of a
major fall of trans-Saharan
migrants In Malt::~. during the
last week of September· 1969.
Large Spring arrivals of birds
that wintei' south of the
Sq,P.am are not unusual i11
Malta as t1o.rne out by htfi-.
tor~cal reconil:l of the SociE;ty.

Autumn migration through the
island is however generally accepted as being of a minor nature
and in most years the daily totals
of species primarily involved in
this major arrival do not reach
double figures so late in the
month of September if at any
time
The aJ:mndance of species; prh-

PlR-:rily involved in the rnovement
is indi~ated l:lY the tfl,ble !Jelqw,
7-

l~\utumn

1967

Small passage
Singles
Small numbers
Common in
small numbers
Common
in
Garden Warbler
small numbers
3 records
White throat
Common
in
Willow Warbler
small numbers
6 on 11/9
Wood Warbler
Spotted Flycatcher Few records
2 records
Whinchat
- 70 on 24/9
Wheatear
1
Common
in
Redstart
small numbers

Turtle Dove
Tree Pipit
Yellow Wagtail
Subalpine Warbler

The figures for 24th September
1969 refer to only a small area in
the North West of Malta and it
must be accepted that these fig.ures are typical of a general fall
throughout the islands. In view
of the few competent observers
in Malta at this time it is difficult to make any reasonable estimate of birds involved in the fall
but it must certainly be many
thousands.
For at least a week prior to the
fall, throughout the whole of the
southern and central Europeanbelt it had been unattractive
weather for migration. Extensive
overcast conditions and frequent
rain suggests that it is safe to
assume that little was crossing
this wide belt of Europe at this
time. An anticyclone approaching from the South West on the
20th September started the tee-·
ession of this unpleasant weather and gradually over the next
four days spread eastwards
across Spain, France, Italy and
-- tl

I

Autumn 1968

I

LAf;jjl";j(J::i

I
I

~------------~--

Small passage
6 on 7/9

100 on 9/9
several
occasions
100 on 15/9

30 on

3 records
20 on 15/9

4 on 30/8

10 records
7 records

25 on 7/9
60 late Sept.

and on the North African coast
during the typical autumn migration.

(Mtahleb Busl\:ett)
600 +
2200 +
920+
400+

n
ij

600+
800+
1380+
600+
600+
600+
300+
600+

the Adriatic regions. On the 23rd
and 24th September this high
pressure area was centred over
Czechoslovakia and extended
favourable migratory conditions
over the whole of the Central
and Southern Mainland of
Europe.
On the 23rd September low
pressure approached Malta from
the South West and by the 24th
had developed into a depression
centred over Malta itself. 7/8
cloud and winds in excess of 13
knots together with frequent
heavy rain showers created depressive migratory conditions.
Many papers have been written expressing the view that
under normal conditions the
majority of migrants wintering
South of the Sahara make the
journey from the European
mainland to a point south of the
Sahara in one single journey.
Hence the comparatively small
number
of birds recorded

The situation during the 23rd26th September was however
anything but typical.
The
favourable weather conditions
over the mainland of Europe
encouraged migrants to commence their long journey southwards only to be met in the Central and Eastern Mediterranean
region with totally unfavo:urable
conditions, which brought their
migratory journey to an abrupt
halt. There can be little doubt
that the majority of birds present in Malta at this time were
birds brought down by the depressed
weather
conditions.
Whilst the grounding conditions
continued in Malta until the 27
th September there are indications that breaks in the cloud began to develop during the night
of the 24th/25th September sufficient to allow a proportion of
the grounded migrants to leave.
This is borne out by the reduced
numbers of most species on the
25th and reducing even further
on the 26th and 27th as conditions continued to improve.
Major falls of migrants on the

BIIRD-WATCHING

\]

L\

IN

MALTA

'Where do you see all these
birds? I've only seen a few sparrows.in Malta'. This is a question
which I am frequently asked.
Many people, including, I suspect
some of our members,
are
under the impression that these
isllands are almost devoid of
bird-life. Although this is almost
true during the summer months,
at other times of the year the is:lands hold considerable numbers
of many species of birds.
-9

requent in September since the
weather in Northern Europe
tends to be more susceptible to
change at this time of year. In
Malta however the weather in
September and early October is
usually settled with light winds
creating generally favourable
migratory conditions. The only
comparable fall of Autumn migrants in recent years occurred
late in October 1966 following a
period of severe thunderstorms,
when many thousands of Songs
Thrushes, Blackbirds and Robins
were grounded on the islands.
These conditions will occur
periodically and in varying degrees of intensity to give the ornithologist in Malta an unexpected
boost at a time of year vvhen
things are normally unexciting.
It must be recognized however
that those conditions are abnormal and that in most years the
trans Sahara migrants will pass
by Malta on their long flight
Southward.
I am indebted to Nick
Diamond of the British Trust for
Ornithology for his assistance in
interpretating the weather reports and to the Meteorological
Office at Bawtry for the loan of
the weather reports.

M. Beaman.
The secret of seeing birds lies
in being in the right place at the
right time. The time of day is of
great importance, for birds tend
to be most active in the early
morning and late afternoon,
thus it follows that watching is
best done at these times.
Factors such as wind direction
also influence the numbers and
types of birds which may be seen.
It should be remembered that
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