BIRD-WATCHING

‘Where do you see all these
birds? I've only seen a few spar-
rows.in Malta’. This is a question
which I am frequently asked.
Many people, including, I suspect
some of our members, are
under the impression that these
islands are almost devoid of
bird-life. Although this is almost
true during the summer months,
at other times of the year the is-
lands hold considerable numbers
of many species of birds.

IN MALTA

M. Beaman.

The secret of seeing birds lies
in being in the right place at the
right time. The time of day is of
great importance, for birds tend
to be most active in the early
morning and late -afternoon,
thus it follows that watching is
best done at these times.

Factors such as wind direction
also influence the numbers and
types of birds which may be seen.
It should be remembered that
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migrating birds tend to fly into
the wind and thus arrive in
Malta on the side towards which
the wind is blowing. FEven then,
certain localities will be more

favoured than others; for this
reason a list of the best areas in
Malta, including some informat-
ion about likely birds etc., fol-
lows:

Buskett

The only grea in Malta which
can be described as woodland
and one of the best places to
watch birds in attractive sur-
roundings. The access is too well
known to need mention, al-
though it should be noted that
the best part is at the lawest part
of the valley.

Winter:

Thrushes, finches, wagtalls,
Goldcrest, & Firecrest, Robin,
Blackcap, Chiffchaff.

Spring & Autumn:

Night Heron, raptors (Birds of

Prey), crakes, Turtle Dove, Cuc-
koo. Hoopoe, Golden Oriole, Wry-
neck, warblers, chats, flycatch-
ers, hirundines (swallows ete.),
Woodchat Shrike, Roller.

Delimara

The southernmost point of
Malta, forming one of the arms
of Marsaxlokk. During strong
north-west or north east winds
in spring and autumn, large
numbers of herons can be seen
from the point as they seek shel-
ter from the wind on Malta’s
southern coast.

Winter:

Gulls, terns, ducks,
Cormorant.

Gannet,

Spring & Autumn

Herons, terns,
water
raptors.

Cory’s Shear-
(Mediterranean form),

Ghadira, the only fresh-water pool in Malta, where many waders and wild
fowl rest and feed during migration. The M.O.S. hopes to turn it into a
bird-sanctuary and field centre. (J. Attard).
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Ghadira

Malta’s only freshwater pool
and the target of a bird-reserve
cam paign by the M.O.S. Preserv-
ed as a duck shoot (during win-
ter) by its present tenant, it is
virtually the only sanctuary for
exhausted migrants. In addition
to the water birds attracted by
the pool, the surrounding tama-
risks hold large numbers of small
passerines. Easterly winds pro-
duce the largest falls in this
area, but some birds are always
present.

Winter:

Ducks, Black-necked Grebe,
Coot, Moorhen, Water Rail.

Spring & Autumn:

Herons and waders (in autumn,
only if pool full), Turtle Dove,
Wryneck, Woodchat  Shrike,
Hoopoe, warblers, chats, flycat-
chers, pipits, Scops Owl.

Mtahleh

An area of great scenic beauty,
Mtahleb is the only break in the
high cliffs that run from Gebel
Ciantar to Fomm ir-Rih. Access
to the lowest part of the valley,
which is the best for watching,
can be obtained by taking a left

turn from the cliff-top road
near the primary school and by
taking the right fork halfway
down the hill. The rocky cliff-
top should be searched for such
species as the Rock Thrush (not
to be confused with the Blue
Rock Thrush, which is to be
found along the sea-cliffs),
Wheatear and Black-eared
Wheatear. Due to its position on
the coast, Mtahleb is best visited
during easterly winds in spring
and autumn.

Spring & Autumn:

Raptors, Turtle Dove, Cuckoo,
Hoopoe, Wryneck, Woodchat
Shrike warblers, chats, flycatch-
ers, pipits.

Salina

The salt-pans at Salina form
an ideal resting place for migrat-
ing waders and other water
birds.

Unfortunately the place is heavi-
ly shot and those: birds that
escape the guns are discouraged
from remaining there long.

Winter:

Ducks, Black-necked Grebe.
Spring & Autumn:

Herons, Waders, terns, Kingfis-
her (autumn), hirundines, wag-
tails, small passerines (in the
Kennedy Grove).

The salt-pans
at Salina are
also much freq-
uented by wa-
ders, but these
are not given
any chance by
the numerous
shooters that
visit the place.

(J. Sultana)



Ta’> Qali

The disused airdrome at Ta’
Qali forms an ideal habitat for

birds of heathland and other flat’

areas. Unfortunately it is also
heavily shot over and few large
birds remain for long.

Winter:

Golden Polver, Lapwing.

Spring & Autumn:

Raptors (especially harriers in
spring), waders, Hoopoe, pipits,
wagtails and chats.

In the next issue J.Sultana
writes on bird-watching in Gozo.
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BIRD NOTES
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