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The figures for 24th September 
1969 refer to only a small area in 
the North West of Malta and it 
must be accepted that these fig.
ures are typical of a general fall 
throughout the islands. In view 
of the few competent observers 
in Malta at this time it is diffic
ult to make any reasonable esti
mate of birds involved in the fall 
but it must certainly be many 
thousands. 

For at least a week prior to the 
fall, throughout the whole of the 
southern and central European
belt it had been unattractive 
weather for migration. Extensive 
overcast conditions and frequent 
rain suggests that it is safe to 
assume that little was crossing 
this wide belt of Europe at this 
time. An anticyclone approach
ing from the South West on the 
20th September started the tee-· 
ession of this unpleasant weath
er and gradually over the next 
four days spread eastwards 
across Spain, France, Italy and 
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Autumn 1968 (Mtahleb -
Busl\:ett) 

~------------~--
Small passage I 600 + 
6 on 7/9 2200 + 

100 on 9/9 I 920+ 

30 on several 400+ 
occasions 

100 on 15/9 600+ 

3 records 800+ 

20 on 15/9 1380+ 

4 on 30/8 600+ 

10 records 600+ 

7 records 600+ 

25 on 7/9 300+ 

60 late Sept. 600+ 

the Adriatic regions. On the 23rd 
and 24th September this high 
pressure area was centred over 
Czechoslovakia and extended 
favourable migratory conditions 
over the whole of the Central 
and Southern Mainland of 
Europe. 

On the 23rd September low 
pressure approached Malta from 
the South West and by the 24th 
had developed into a depression 
centred over Malta itself. 7/8 
cloud and winds in excess of 13 
knots together with frequent 
heavy rain showers created de
pressive migratory conditions. 

Many papers have been writ
ten expressing the view that 
under normal conditions the 
majority of migrants wintering 
South of the Sahara make the 
journey from the European 
mainland to a point south of the 
Sahara in one single journey. 
Hence the comparatively small 
number of birds recorded 
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and on the North African coast 
during the typical autumn mig
ration. 

The situation during the 23rd-
26th September was however 
anything but typical. The 
favourable weather conditions 
over the mainland of Europe 
encouraged migrants to com
mence their long journey south
wards only to be met in the Cen
tral and Eastern Mediterranean 
region with totally unfavo:urable 
conditions, which brought their 
migratory journey to an abrupt 
halt. There can be little doubt 
that the majority of birds pre
sent in Malta at this time were 
birds brought down by the de
pressed weather conditions. 
Whilst the grounding conditions 
continued in Malta until the 27 
th September there are indicat
ions that breaks in the cloud be
gan to develop during the night 
of the 24th/25th September suf
ficient to allow a proportion of 
the grounded migrants to leave. 
This is borne out by the reduced 
numbers of most species on the 
25th and reducing even further 
on the 26th and 27th as condi
tions continued to improve. 

Major falls of migrants on the 

BIIRD-WATCHING IN MALTA 

'Where do you see all these 
birds? I've only seen a few spar
rows.in Malta'. This is a question 
which I am frequently asked. 
Many people, including, I suspect 
some of our members, are 
under the impression that these 
isllands are almost devoid of 
bird-life. Although this is almost 
true during the summer months, 
at other times of the year the is:
lands hold considerable numbers 
of many species of birds. 
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requent in September since the 
weather in Northern Europe 
tends to be more susceptible to 
change at this time of year. In 
Malta however the weather in 
September and early October is 
usually settled with light winds 
creating generally favourable 
migratory conditions. The only 
comparable fall of Autumn mig
rants in recent years occurred 
late in October 1966 following a 
period of severe thunderstorms, 
when many thousands of Songs 
Thrushes, Blackbirds and Robins 
were grounded on the islands. 

These conditions will occur 
periodically and in varying deg
rees of intensity to give the orni
thologist in Malta an unexpected 
boost at a time of year vvhen 
things are normally unexciting. 
It must be recognized however 
that those conditions are abnor
mal and that in most years the 
trans Sahara migrants will pass 
by Malta on their long flight 
Southward. 

I am indebted to Nick 
Diamond of the British Trust for 
Ornithology for his assistance in 
interpretating the weather re
ports and to the Meteorological 
Office at Bawtry for the loan of 
the weather reports. 

M. Beaman. 

The secret of seeing birds lies 
in being in the right place at the 
right time. The time of day is of 
great importance, for birds tend 
to be most active in the early 
morning and late afternoon, 
thus it follows that watching is 
best done at these times. 

Factors such as wind direction 
also influence the numbers and 
types of birds which may be seen. 
It should be remembered that 
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migrating birds tend to fly into 
the wind and thus arrive in 
Malta on the side towards which 
the wind is blowing. Even then, 
certain localities will be more 
favoured than others; for this 

reason a list of the best areas in 
Malta, including some informat
ion about likeiy birds etc., fol
lows: 

Buskett 

Tne only area in Malta which 
can be described as woodland 
;:tnd one of tile· best places to 
watch bin:'is in attractive sur
roundings. The access is too well 
known to :peeq mention, al
thol{gh it silould be noted that 
the best part is at tjJ.e lowest part 
of the valley. 
Winter: 
TP.rushes, fi:pclfes, wagtails, 
Ooldcrest, &; firecrest, Roqin, 
:Blackcap, Qhiffchaff. 
Spring & Autumn: 
Night Heron, raptors (Birqs of 

Prey), crakes, Turtle Dove, Cue.., 
koo. Hoopoe, Golden Oriole, Wry
neck, warblers, chats, flycatch., 
ers, hirundines (swallows etc.), 
Woodchat Shrike, Roller. 

Delimara 

Tile southernmost point of 
l'vfalta, forming one of th~ arms 
of lVIarsa,:x;lokk. During strong 
north-west or north east winqll 
in sPring and a1.1-tumn, large 
pumbers o+ herons can be seen 
from the poipt as they seek snel
ter from the win¢ on Malta's 
sout):lerp coast. 

Winter: 

Oulll>, terns, Q.uc~l), Ganr1et, 
Qor:rp.orant. 

Spring & Autumn 

Herops, terns, Cory's S):lear,
water (Mediterranean form), 
raptors. 

Gliadin!, th~ pnly fr?&h-w&t?r pool in Maltfl, wh?t? rnapy wad?rs and wild 
fowl rest and feed during migration. The M.0.8. hopes to turn it into a 
bird-sanctuary and field centre. ( J. Atta1·d). 
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Ghadira 

Malta's only freshwater pool 
and the target of a bird-reserve 
campaign by the M.O.S. Preserv
ed as a duck shoot (during win
ter) by its present tenant, it is 
virtually the only sanctuary for 
exhausted migrants. In addition 
to the water birds attracted by 
the pool, the surrounding tama
risks hold large numbers of small 
passerines. Easterly winds pro
duce the largest falls in this 
area, but some birds are always 
present. 

Winter: 

Ducks, Black-necked Grebe, 
Coot, Moorhen, Water Rail. 

Spring (11l; Autumn: 

Herons and waders (in autumn, 
only if pool full), Turtle Dove, 
Wryneck, Woodchat Shrike, 
Hoopoe, warblers, chats, flycat
chers, pipits, Scops Owl. 

Mtahleb 

An area of great scenic beauty, 
Mtahleb is the only break in. the 
high cliHs that run from Gebel 
Ciantar to Fomm ir-Rih. Access 
to the lowest part of the valley, 
which is the best for watching, 
can be obtained by taking a left 

turn from the cliff-top road 
near the primary school and by 
taking the right fork halfway 
down the hill. The rocky cliff
top should be searched for such 
species as the Rock Thrush (not 
to be confused with the Blue 
Rock Thrush, which is to be 
found along the sea-cliffs), 
Wheatear and Black-eared 
Wheatear. Due to its position on 
the coast, Mtahleb is best visited 
during easterly winds in spring 
and autumn. 

Spring & Autumn: 

Raptors, Turtle Dove, Cuckoo, 
Hoopoe, Wryneck, Woodchat 
Shrike warblers, chats, flycatch
ers, pipits. 

Salina 

The salt-pans at Salina form 
an ideal resting place for migrat
ing waders and other water 
birds. 
Unfortunately the place is heavi
ly shot and those birds that 
escape the guns are discouraged 
from remaining there long. 

Winter: 
Ducks, Black-necked Grebe. 
Spring & Autumn: 
Herons, Waders, terns, Kingfis
her (autumn), hirundines, wag
tails, small passerines (in the 
Kennedy Grove). 

The salt-pans 
at Salina are 
also much freq
uented by wa
ders, but these 
are not given 
any chance by 
the numerous 
shooters that· 
visit the place. 

(J. Sultana) 
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Ta'Qali 

The disused airdrome at Ta' 
Qali forms an ideal habitat for 
birds of heathland and other flat 
areas. Unfortunately it is also 
heavily shot over and few large 
birds remain for long. 

Winter: 

Golden Polver, Lapwing. 
Spring & Autumn: 
Raptors (especially harriers in 
spring), waders, Hoopoe, pipits, 
wagtails and chats. 

In the next issue J.Sultana 
writes on bird-watching in Gozo. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~l~ 

BIRD NOTES 

Spring migration was rather 
lean with very few notable falls 
or passages recorded. As usual, 
however, it was nonetheless 
exciting with a good number of 
rare or unusual birds turning 
up regularly. 

APRIL 

April opened with a move
ment of Ruffs, with 15 counted 
on the 1st. On the same day a 
Dotterel was found freshly dead. 
The 2nd saw more Ruffs with 
52 counted and a fall of Bonelli's 
Warblers, with 6 at Ghadira 
and 2 at Mosta. 3 Kentish Plo
vers, a Great Spotted Cuckoo, a 
Stone Curlew and an Osprey 
were also logged. 2 Whinchat at 
Ghadira were the first for the 
spring. On the 3rd two late Ring 
Ouzels were at Delimara, where 
Purple and Grey Heron and Lit
the Egret were also seen; a Pallid 
Swift was seen at Gebel Ciantar. 
Great Reed Warbler was new on 
the next day, when a Pratincole 
was also newly arrived. The first 
Montagu's Harrier arrived on the 
5th; on the same day a party. of 
16 Black Kites flew over Ta' Qali 
and 17 Honey Buzzards were 
seen at Mtahleb. A late Black
bird was also logged. The first 
of a number of Reed Warblers 
was seen on the 6th and the last 
White Wagtail the following 
day. Another Great Spotted 
Cukoo was recorded on the 8th. 
The 9th saw a Savi's Warbler at 
Wied il-Luq and Marsh, Pallid, 
Hen and Montagu's Harrier at 
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APRIL to JULY. 

Ta' Qalt, where about 20 Red
throated Pipits were present. A 
Pratincole and a late Starling 
were seen on the same day. A 
Kentish Plover arrived at Ghad
ira on the lOth and stayed till 
the 24th. The first Garden War
blers arrived on the 11th when 
a final Serin was seen .. A passage 
of herons, including the first 
Squaccos, was recorded at Deli
mara the next day: a Glossy 
Ibis, an Osprey, a Pratincole, a 
Snipe and several Greenshanks 
were also observed. A Savi's 
warbler on the 13th could have 
been the same bird logged on the 
9th. A Black Kite, a Dotterel and 
a late Song Thrush were seen. 
An influx of Red-throated Pipits 
was noted on the 14th, with 30 
counted ta Ta' Qali. A Cornc:rake 
and an Alpine Swift arrived on 
the same day. A Blackcap and a 
Cormorant on 15th were late 
birds; Golden Oi:iole and Little 
Bittern were new on the same 
day. 2 Pratincoles and 2 late 
Robins were seen on the 16th 
when the first Nightjar was log
ged The 17th saw a final Gold
finch, :a very late Blackbird, 2 
Reed Warblers, a Black Kite and 
6 Montagu's Harriers. Small in
fluxes of Quail, Turtle Dove and 
Hoopoe were noted on the 19th. 
New on the same day were Cur
lew Sandpiper, Roller, Bee-E:ater 
and a Great Snipe: a final Chiff
chaff was also seen. A Great 
Snipe was again recorded on the 
following two days. The first 
Red-footed Falcons arrived on 
the 23rd when an Ortolan Bunt-
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ing and influxes of Turtle Dove 
and Yellow Wagtail were record
ed. Several birds arrived the next 
day, with 2500 + Turtle Doves, 
10100+ Swallows, 900+ Yellow 
Wagtails, 400 + Whitethroats, 
100 + Spotted Flycatchers, 70 + 
Willow Warblers and 40+ Red
starts counted in three localities. 
A Temminck's Stint was new on 
the same day. More large arri
vals were noted on the 25th and 
these included 800 + Whinchat, 
70 + Red-footed Falcons, 14 
Hobbies, 36 Golden Orioles and 
30 + Wood Warblers. A Ruppell's 
Warbler, an Osprey, a Pratin
cole, an Ortolan Bunting and a 
very late Blackcap were also re
corded, as well as the first Ic
terine Warblers. 3 Dotterels 
were at Salina the next day. 
Notable birds on the 28th were 
a Cattle Egret, an Eleonora's 
Falcon and a Wood Pigeon. 28 
Purple Herons, 18 Hobbies and 11 
Red-footed Falcons were seen 
on the next day. A final Bonel
li's Warbler was also logged on 
the same day. More Red-footed 
Falcons passed over on the 30th. 

May 

A Sparrow Hawk was at 
M'Scala an the 1st and the last 
Red-throated Pipits were seen 
at Ta' Qali. A Garganey, a Bail
Ion's Crake and a White-winged 
Black Tern were new the next 
day, when a few Little Bitterns 
and Squacco Herons were also 
teeorded. On the 3rd there was 
a passage of Honey Buzzards, 
with 40 counted, and infiuxes of 
Quail and Little Stint, with up to 
50 of the latter present at Gha
dira. The last Wryneck was log
ged on the same day. More 
Honey Buzzards passed over the 
next day when a Corn Crake was 
also recorded. An exceptionally 
late Chifl'chaff was singing at 
Girgenti Valley on the 5th. The 
following day 300 + Yellow Wag
tails were counted coming in off 
the sea at Qawra Point and 
Paradise Bay. On the same day a 
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Kentish Plover; a Lesser ·. Black 
Backed Gull, a Black Terh; a 
Great Snipe and 12 Nightji:irs 
were logged. Yellow Wagtails 
and Nightjars were again pro"" 
minent the next day. On the 9th 
12 Nightjars were again count
ed; a Common Tern was at 
M'Xlokk and a Sanderling arriv
ed at Ghadira, the latter staying 
till the 14th. About 80 Honey 
Buzzards and an Osprey passed 
over Delimara on the lOth; 
when a Great Spotted Cuckoo 
and a late Greenfinch were re
corded. The next day saw a Hen 
Harrier and two more Sander
lings at Salina. Several waders 
were at Ghadira on the 12th and 
tpese included 3 Dunlins, 23 Lit
tle Stints, 5 Curlew Sandpipers 
and single Greenshank, Ringed 
Plover and Common Sandpiper. 
Another Osprey and a final Red
start were seen on the same 
day. A Turnstone arrived on the 
14th, when the last Red-rumped 
Swallow and Tree Pipit were 
seen. A final Whitethroat was 
seen on the following day. A 
large movement of hirundines 
took place on the 16th, with 
6000 + Swallows, 6000 + House 
Martins and 2000 + Sand Mar
tins counted. On the same day 
there was a passage of Garga
ney, with 15 at M'ScalajM'Xlokk 
and 2 in the South Comino 
Channel. The last Wood Warb
ler was seen on the 18th, when 
2 Turnstones and a Rufous Bush 
Chat were newly arrived. The 
following three days saw the 
last Marsh Harrier, Yellow Wag
tail and Lesser Kestrel respec
tively. On the 22nd a Lesser 
Black Backed Gull was seen at 
Dingli Cliffs and a final Garden 
Warbler was recorded. An Eleo
nora's Falcon was at Luqa and a 
final Whinchat at Marfa on the 
23rd. The following day the last 
Squacco Heron, Sedge, Great 
Reed and Icterine Warblers, 
Spotted Flycatcher and Linnet 
were seen, and a Little Ringed 
Plover the next day, when a 
small passage of Bee-Eaters 
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