A NEW SPECIES ADDED TO THE LIST ...

SOOTY

Owing to the small size and po-
sition of the Maltese Islands a
large number of species in the list
of birds recorded are either acci-
dental, rare or somewhat scarce vi-
sitors. Several have been recorded
only once. Two American Species
also figure in the list, namely the
American Kestrel (M.O.S. Quarter-
ly Bull. Vol. I No. 2: J. Sultana
“The Occurrence of the American
Kestrel Falco sparverius in Malta”
and the Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Tryngites  Subruficollis (M.O 8.
Quar. Bull, Vol. II No. 4: J. Sultana
& C. Gauci “Systematic List
Oct.-Dec. 1969)

‘Another new species to be added
is the Sooty Falcon Falco concolor.
A specimen was taken at tal-Han-
daq on 17th August, 1970. It was in
the company of two other uniden-
tified falcons.

The Sooty Falcon breeds from
the Libyan Desert to the Red Sea
Area. In the non-breeding season
its range spreads to coastal areas
of Eastern Africa and especially to
Madagascar, It struggles to Mauri-
tius and sometimes it is recorded
in the Sudan and ILake Victorian
Basin {“Eagles, Hawks and Falcons
of the World” Leslie Brown and
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S. BORG
Dean Amadon, Vol. II).

The following is a description of
the skin The specimen is 12 ins. in
length. The mantle, rump and head
are dove grey, the latter slightly
darker. Their feathers have thin
dark shafts which are shorter and
more narrowly spaced on crown
and nape. It has a blackish mark
under the eye which seems to
merge into an inconspicuous mous-
tachial stripe. The latter contrasts
with the dirty whitish chin which
merges into the grey of the breast.
The rest of the underparts are also
dove grey retaining some juvenile
feathers on belly and flanks. These
juvenile feathers are light brown,
edzed whitish giving it a blotchy
appearance. The dark shafts are
also present on the underparts and
under tail coverts. The wing coverts
are of a dirty brownish grey colour
while the primaries and seconda-
ries (unmoulted like the <coverts)
are blackish brown. The tail is also
unmoulted The two centre tail
feathers are dark blackish grey;
the rest aré broadly striped with
white on inner webs and are white
tipped. It seems that the bird is in
transition from immature to adult
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plumage. The colour of the cere is
yellow with a shade of green, while
the feet, which have markedly long
toes and black claws, are bright
yellow with a shade of orange. The
closed wing is slightly longer than
the tail. Measurements: Wing 270

mm., Tail 130 mm. Bill 12 mm, and
Tarsus 34 mm.

The Maltese name which fits
this falcon is Zumbrell Gharbi.
(Zumbrell is the Maltese name for
the Red-footed Falcon and Gharbi
means Arabian).
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