" jata Valley) has a reed-bed along t1Je middle with a wooded area (relatively to Gozo) on one side and irri.; a.ted fields on the other. The lower part
(Xlendi Valley) is deeper with rocky heights on ;both sides. It is best visited
during N.W. & !N.E. winds. It takes only 15 minutes on foot from the centre
of Victoria, en ·(he road to Xlendi, to reach the point between the two valleys.
Birds that can be seen during spring and autumn in the above localities: Crakes, ;fcops Owl, Cuckoo, Nightjar, Bee-eater & Roller (spring only),
Hoopoe, Wryneck, pipits, wagtails, ·woodchat Shrike, warblers, flycatchers,
thrushes and chats, and Go.Jden Oriole (mostly in spring).
Ta' Cenc Clifts: This is a rocky area with a 400 foot dr:>p to the south.
The cliffs provide a magnificent view. It can be reached f·rom the village
of Sannat. Larks, pipits, wheat.:ars., and RDck Thrush (not to be confused
with the Blue Rock Thrush which is always present) are birds which frequent this area.
Other places worth a visit are I'ergla Valley in Xaghra (half-v.ray between Marsalforn and Ramla Bays), San Blas.s and Wied ir-Hihan in Nadur,
the va1leys r-ound th·e village -of ZeJ'bug and the area round the villa•1e
cf Gharb.
The wintering birds, Water Rai.l (at Lunzjata), Meadow Pipit, Wagtails
(White and Grey), Dunnock, Chiffchaff, Fire;Goldcrest, Stonechat, Black
Redstart, Robin, thrushes, Iinches and Starli.ng can .be watched in various
localities. Sea-cliffs round the island provide vantage points to do seablru watching.
While in cultivated areas, bird-watchers are advised to keep strktly
to the paths, Farmers are qenerally hospitable and helpful, but they do
not like to see people· trekking acro:;s their cultivated fields. Unfortuna,tely,
as in Malta, the best areas are frequented by shooter.s and trappers to the
'1ird-watchers' annoyance.
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RA.PTORS IN MALTESE

SKIES

A REVIEW
C. GALE-A

This appraisal will
take the
f-orm of a review which will consist o.f several parts, each dealing
with a different aspect e g. migration.
All the birds seen in Malta are of
course European on-es. So it is quite
pertinent to take a brief look at the
whole i.e. Eur·opean picture.
38 species of' raptor.s are found
breeding in Euroue; 28 Accipitridae
(broa.d-wingeds) and 10 FGclconidae
(Faleons). They occupy eve-ry conceivable .habitat, from the bleak
Arctic tundra of the Gyr Falcon

One of the many projects that
the ;tvl.O ..S. has ta.ken in hand is
the appraisal of the situation of
birds of prey in the Maltese Islands. It is very urgently needed
and will provide, it is hoped, a ibasis for future efforts aimed at
both the further study of these
birds and at the educati-on of the
public in its appreciation of raptors - not as plucked carcasses
fGr the not, not a.s stuffed caricatures in glass-cases, but as the
magnificent monarchs D.f the sky
as they truly are
6.

~

.....
0

·;;;"'
A
~

" jata Valley) has a reed-bed along t1Je middle with a wooded area (relatively to Gozo) on one side and irri.; a.ted fields on the other. The lower part
(Xlendi Valley) is deeper with rocky heights on ;both sides. It is best visited
during N.W. & !N.E. winds. It takes only 15 minutes on foot from the centre
of Victoria, en ·(he road to Xlendi, to reach the point between the two valleys.
Birds that can be seen during spring and autumn in the above localities: Crakes, ;fcops Owl, Cuckoo, Nightjar, Bee-eater & Roller (spring only),
Hoopoe, Wryneck, pipits, wagtails, ·woodchat Shrike, warblers, flycatchers,
thrushes and chats, and Go.Jden Oriole (mostly in spring).
Ta' Cenc Clifts: This is a rocky area with a 400 foot dr:>p to the south.
The cliffs provide a magnificent view. It can be reached f·rom the village
of Sannat. Larks, pipits, wheat.:ars., and RDck Thrush (not to be confused
with the Blue Rock Thrush which is always present) are birds which frequent this area.
Other places worth a visit are I'ergla Valley in Xaghra (half-v.ray between Marsalforn and Ramla Bays), San Blas.s and Wied ir-Hihan in Nadur,
the va1leys r-ound th·e village -of ZeJ'bug and the area round the villa•1e
cf Gharb.
The wintering birds, Water Rai.l (at Lunzjata), Meadow Pipit, Wagtails
(White and Grey), Dunnock, Chiffchaff, Fire;Goldcrest, Stonechat, Black
Redstart, Robin, thrushes, Iinches and Starli.ng can .be watched in various
localities. Sea-cliffs round the island provide vantage points to do seablru watching.
While in cultivated areas, bird-watchers are advised to keep strktly
to the paths, Farmers are qenerally hospitable and helpful, but they do
not like to see people· trekking acro:;s their cultivated fields. Unfortuna,tely,
as in Malta, the best areas are frequented by shooter.s and trappers to the
'1ird-watchers' annoyance.

:JJ

rr.

~
~~·

..,.;
rn

<ll
Q

<ll

,.c
.,.,

Q
0

,!;
<ll

....~·

VJ

<l.l

RA.PTORS IN MALTESE

SKIES

A REVIEW
C. GALE-A

This appraisal will
take the
f-orm of a review which will consist o.f several parts, each dealing
with a different aspect e g. migration.
All the birds seen in Malta are of
course European on-es. So it is quite
pertinent to take a brief look at the
whole i.e. Eur·opean picture.
38 species of' raptor.s are found
breeding in Euroue; 28 Accipitridae
(broa.d-wingeds) and 10 FGclconidae
(Faleons). They occupy eve-ry conceivable .habitat, from the bleak
Arctic tundra of the Gyr Falcon

One of the many projects that
the ;tvl.O ..S. has ta.ken in hand is
the appraisal of the situation of
birds of prey in the Maltese Islands. It is very urgently needed
and will provide, it is hoped, a ibasis for future efforts aimed at
both the further study of these
birds and at the educati-on of the
public in its appreciation of raptors - not as plucked carcasses
fGr the not, not a.s stuffed caricatures in glass-cases, but as the
magnificent monarchs D.f the sky
as they truly are
6.

~

.....
0

·;;;"'
A
~

Falco rusticolus to the forests of
the Goshawk Accipiter gentilis,

from the swamps of the Marsh
Harrier Circus aerugtnosus to the
mountain ranges of the Golden
Eagle Aquila chrysaetos.
Only 9 species are resident, the
rest beinr:; either partial migrants
or else summer visitors. On their
twice yearly journey to and from
their breeding quarters large concentrations of migrating broadwingeds are seen at Falsterbo
(Sweden), at Gibraltar and at the
most famous of all, the Bosphorus
Naturally only migratory species
can be observed in these Islands,
and this cuts down the number of
species that one ,can expect to meet
with here. The tally is further limited by:
(a) the ,geographical position of
the Islands, right in the centre of
the Mediterranean, 60 miles S.E. of
Sicily and ISO miles away from the
nearest point on the African coast.
This appears to be a 'long' seacrossing to broad-winged raptors;
and (b) the known propensity of
most Accipitridae to .avoid long
sea-crossings. However, Harriers do
not seem to mind crossing large
stretches of open water.
Thus AcCipitridae would 'lot be
expected to be seen in any large
variety or numbers; this, however,
would not necessarily apply to Harriers and Falcons. Still in spite of
these adverse factors, 31 species
have been recorded; 11 FalcQnidae
and 20 ACcipitridae. Of this total,
12 which will be treated in a separate article are of very rare occurrence (2 are accidental for Europe),

the rest ranging from very common to rather rare,
Annually some 18 species are met
with, of which 15 are regular visitors. These are the Osprey PandiOn
haliaetus, Honey Buzzard Pernis
apivorus, all 4 European harriers
Circus macrourus, C. pYJgargus, C.
cyaneus and C. aeruginosus, Black
Kite Milvus
migrans,
Sparrow
Hawk Acciptter nisus, Hobby Falco
subbuteo, Ele.onora's Falcon Falco
eleonorae, Merlin Falco cozumbarius, Red-f.ooted Falcon Falco vespertinus, Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni, Kestrel Falco tinnunculus,
and 'Peregrine Falco peregrinus, A
Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gal/i,cus,
a few Buzzards BUteo buteo and
the odd Saker Fakon Falco cherntg

or two turn up in :moot years.
Only two species nest here, the
Peregrine and the Kestrel. Peregrines formerly used to breed a.ll
around the coast as several place
na:mes indicate, e.g. Rdum il-Bies
(the Pe.regr.ine's Hill) at M'Xlokk.
Nowadays only two pairs breed.
Kestrels used to breed commonly,
even on the Valletta bastions. Now
only the odd pair manages to breed.
A. Schembri (Catalogo Ornitologico del Grup:po di Malta- 1"843)
stated, on second hand information, that the Red Kite Milvus mtlvus bred on the southern sea-cliffs
of Gozo. The Red Kite is an accidental species to our I.sl,ands.
These then are the raptors that
one may see in Malta. Their 1is1; is
not impressive, but all things considered it is quite an imposing and
interesting one.

SOME NOTES ON THE WHITE WAGTAIL
J. SULTANA & C. GtAUIGI
The White Wagtail Motacilla alba {Maltese name: Zakak) genera.lly
arrives in October though stragglers may ·be seen as early as mid-Septem8.

bt:r. It is a common autumn passa.ge migrant and winter resident till'
Mareh. Small numbers re:;:Jass in March and early April.
The White Wagtail ean be .seen in its winter plumage. The upperparts
at.:: grey with a dark patch on the nape and whitish forehead and cheeks.
The underparts are wrtite with a blaek band across its breast. The tail is
black with contrasting white outer tail feathers. Its breeding plumage,
which is assumed prior to it.s departure, includes a black nape, more contrasting white on the forehead and a glossy black throat.
J. Gibb's "Migrants through Malta & Gozo; October 1-941-July 1945"
( Lrit. Birds 40: 71-78) is the only ornithological contribution gLv1nz the
first and last dates of appearance of species including those of the MOtacilla alba. Our records for the years 1967-70 are hereunder compared with
G1bb's:
First dates
J. Gitib 'J:941-4ii

Our records 1967-70

Oct. 17 to Oct. 27
Sept. 12 to Oct. 9

Last dates
Apr. 3 to Apr. 7
Apr. 7 to Apr. 23

J. G:bb ha.s also been the only contributor of a short paper on the
singing of birds in Maita and GozG (Brit. Birds 39:354-357). He writes 'No
song' for Utis species, but we have heard individuals singing in early April
at the Salt pans at Salina. The son§; always consisted of low warbling notes
delivered in prolonged phrases. Its calls, as mentioned by Gibb, are a
'chizzik' and a one note ·'zzik' frequently uttered while flying, also when
flushed.
The White Wagtail has been noted to arrive singly or in flocks of up
to 50. During winter it usually prefers to keep singly during the day while
it forages round pools in valleys and manure heaps in farm yards, only to
gather in 2. large flock at the rOChSting site, where t.hey arrive in small
parties.
It is an interesting fact that for many years the wintering White Wagtails have roosted in. the trees in the Great Siege Square in Valletta. We
have come to the conclusion that even those that are feeding in Gozo during the day cross the narrow channel to roost in this one particular area.
We have no records of White Wa~;tails roosting anywhere in the islands
except for two newly arrived flocks on 24th and 25th October, 1970, at
Lunzjata in Gozo and five birds seen late in the evening at Ramla Valley,
also in Goz,o, in early April, 1970.
On these occasions we were virtually certain that they were passage
migrants and not wintering birds. During· the last two winters small parties were noted crossing the channel from Gozo at about 16.30 hrs. and
from Malta at about 07.30 hrs. The:;€ have been noted both from the ferry
boat and from vantage points at Marfa. A recovery in Valletta of a ringed
bird at Lunzjata in Gozo also supports our conclusion.
Like other winterin'.z .species, the White Wagtail is also faithful to its
wintering quarters. Those which succeed to make the trip to the continent
and bad: return to the same localities. Three ringed birds have so far been
recovered in the consecutive winter. The fact that the same roosting place
is used year after year also supports this.
The subspecies Motacilla alba yarelli known as the Pied Wagtail and
\vhose breeding range is mainly the British Isles has been reported to be
9.

