
In no other field of study c&n Malts. 
help directly other European count
ries as Ornithology. Most of the 
birds that ornithologists study in 
other European countries are the 
same birds th&t are shot or tmpped 
here or, if they are so fortnnate, 
trapped, ringed nnd released by mem
bers of the Malta Ornithological 
Soeiet.y Ringing Group. 

During the last four yesrs of ring
ing onr Society has put Malta on the 
Ornithological map. Our Bulletin is 
finding itself in the libraries of 
Europe's best field study centres and 
ornithological institutions. The re
coveries of ringed birds in Malta and 
of other birds ringed by us here and 
recovered on the continent show the 
mutual contribntion in this field of 
stndy. We had recoveries from near
ly all European countries where bird 
ringing is carried out. On the other 
hand, England, Finland, Sweden, Po
land and Italy had recoveries of birds 
ringed in Malta. 

The Malta Ornithological Society 
has been trying for some years to 
create a public conscience and to work 
in the direction for better protective 
measures to be taken by the authori· 
ties. Whilst the size of the country
side is increasingly shrinking, the 
number of licensed shooters has 
reached the figure of 8000. The num
ber of motor vehicles on the road is 
62,000 and the mileage of roads is 
750 miles. Though the birth rate .has 
fallen down in the past years, the 
populnlation is still increasing &ubs
tantially for the size of Malta. Agri
cnltural pesticides are being used in
discriminately. Many old trees espec
ially the Carob are being felled and 
precious soil waisted. This is the re
sult of the building boom. Sea is be
ing polluted with oil and sewage. 
Litter and building m~tterial is 
thrown nnd dumped in the valleys. 
Uglier buildings are appearing like 
monsters in every part of the Is
lands. Both breeding and migratory 
birds are decreasing, while conserva
tion problems are increasing. This is 

Malta in 1970. What will Malta look 
like in the year 2000. 

With every passing y13ar sitting 
and doing nothing, we shall need five 
years of reparatiOn to bring nature 
and environment back to normal if 
·we eYer !tre successful. Our few 
breeding species are today regarded 
as Cindirellas. Hesponsible Maltese 
opinicn should become aware of the 
political and prestige value of our 
nat.ural heritage during this year of 
European Conservation. In this mo
dern world, a. conntry without a na
ture reserve or a national park can 
hardly be regarded as civ.ilised. And 
for Malta to persue a negative and 
'laissez faire' policy on the few bird 
Hanctuaries in existenc• and those 
proposed by the Malta Ornithological 
Society, and to permit the indiscri
minate shooting and netting of birds 
in this European Campaign of con
servation, would shock Europe and 
put Malta as a black spot on the 
Map. 

In tbe past, in the present and · 
in the nea,r fnture, the ca.use of wild 
birds protection has been fighting 
and usually losing a series of rear
guaril actilons against economic, poli
tieal nnd social pressur€18, and the 
general human thoughtlessness and 
blindness" I am afraid th1~t it is al
ready late now to realise what we 
had lost. 

We should therefore rouse a pub
lic opinion during this year with the 
ultimate aim of seeing w.ild life eon
servation &nd bird protllction step
ping into the centre of the political 
stage and demanding action. Unless 
we are ready to learn thEi harsh les
son we must start now. ~~he interest 
is there, only waiting to be 11roused. 
The Council of Europe and a number 
of the member countries have alrea
dy showed their backing in the 
struggle to save Gl.iadir:11 for birds. 
Now is the time to give our share to 
the cause of European Conservat.ion. 
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Bird Notes ••• January ... March 
JANUARY 

As usual, there was little evidence 
of bird movements in January; with 
most of the wintering species well in 
evidence. Gannets were occasionally 
seen offshore, whilst a pair ot Little 
Gulls on the 3 rd and a Slender-Billed 
Gu.ll on the 2tith were noted amongst 
the more usual wintering gulls. A Black
Necked Grebe was at Ghaddra on the 14 
th and Great-Crested Grebes were noted 
on aeveral occasions in the islands' har-

. bouts. Single Pochard and Teal were 
shot at Salina on the 25 th and 27 th 
respectively. Over a hundred Golden 
Plovers were wintering at Hal Far dur
ing the month, but Lapwings were 
rather scarce. Eight Qualls were at 
Xaghra, Gozo on the 8th and a Wood
cocl~ at Mosta on the 1 st Common 
Sandpipers were occasionally noted. 
around the coast, as were single Kes
trels and a Peregrine on the23rd. Tbree 

Moorhens and a Water Rail were seen 
at Ghadira on the 14th, Water Rails 
were also recorded on the 4th and lOth 
Unusual occurrences at this time of y-ear 
were three House Martins at Lunzjata, 
Gozo on the 3rd and a Wheatear at Hal 
Far on the 21st. During the first week 
influxes of Chiffchaffs and Green
finches took place and at least six 
Moustached Warblers were wintering, 
but by the end of the month no move
ment was discernible. 

FE.BRUARY 

February was very similar to Jan
uary as far as birds were concerned. 
However a number of different -species 
was recorded. Up to three Great-Crested 
Grebes were present in Sliema Harbour 
until the 5th. A pair •Jf Woodcock was 
seen at Buskett on the 6th and a winter
Ing Wryneck was seen in Gozo the next 
day. A Bluethroat at Ghadfra on the 8th 

may have been the bird noted in Dec. 
Also present at Ghadlra on the same 
day was a Coot, which remained until 

the end of the month. Up to 10 Lap
wings and 6o Golden Plovers were 
present at Hal Far d.uring the month. 
A Richard's Pipit at Zebbug on the 13th 
was followed by a Snipe and a Great
Spotted Cuckoo on the 15th. Chiffchaffs 
and Robins were noticeably decreasing 
by mid-month, whilst influxes of Black
caps increased the numbers at Buskett 
to over 300. A Water Rail on the 21st was 
followed by an early Marsh Harrier on 
the 22nd. Occasional Kestrels passed 
through from the 21st and a Black-Tail
ed Godwit was shot aG Salina towards 
the end 0f the mo".1th. The month 
closed with the first Grey Heron and 
last Lesser Black - Backed Gull ou 
the 28th. 

MARCH 
March was the first month of the 

spring migration and movement of out
goi!lg winter visitors was considerable. 
However, wrsterly winds, which prevail
ed almost without exception, brought 
only a tri~kle of spring passage mig
rants. The month opened with a Coot 
at Ghadira and. the last Lapwlllg and 
Golden Plovers at Hal I<'ar on the lst. 

New arrivals on the same day were two 
Spoonbills, which met the inevitable 
fate of large birds in Malta. A Woodcock 
was at Mosta on the 3rd and the first 
Sand Martin arrived on the 4th. A 
Marsh Harrier the same day initiated 
the main raptor passage. The 5th saw 
an Egyptian Vulture at Hal Far, a 
Great Snipe and a Water Pipit at Salina 
and the first Tree Pipit and Little Ring
ed, Plover. The last Fieldfare of the 
Winter was also noted on the 5th and 
the last Mistle Thrush on the following 
day. New on the 6th were Spotted Crak
es at Buskett,. Green Sandpiper, Ruff 
and Redshank at Ghadi.ra and a Short 
Eared Owl at Hal Far. A Great spotted 
Cuckoo was at Marsaxlokk on the 7th 
and the first House Martins and Wheat
ears were seen in Gozo. A Balllon's 
Crake was also recor<!.ed during the first 
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week. The 8th brought the first Hoopoe. 
Scop's Owl and migrant Quail to Malta 
and a W oodlark was at Dellmara. The 
last Moustached Warbler was also seen 
on the Eame day. A Moorhen was new 
"" 1lw :111, folluwed ln' a ~potted ltt·d. 
shank and a Jack sn;pe on the lOth. 
Short-Toed Larks arrived on the 11th 

and both Swallows and a :::;ubalipiue 
Warbler on the 12th. 

A wintering W ern and a final Red. 
wiug were last seen on the 13th, whilst 
the first Little Egret and au Oystercatch
er wer!l recorded at Marsax lokk. A short 
period of north-easterly winds brought 
the first Sedge Warblers, Nightingale, 
Redstart ~tnrl Black. l<~ared Wheatear to 
Gozo and Pallid Harrier and Yellow 
Wagtails to Malta. Another arrival on 
the 14th was a Qalandra Lark at 
Tarxlen. Further arrivals on the 15th 
included a Kentish Plover and a Black
winged Stilt at Ghadlir:1 with the first 
Willow Warblers in Gozo. North-wester
ly winds the following day saw the first 
Night Herons and Lesser Kestrel at 
Dellmara. ·where Tawny Pipits, a Swift 
and a pair of Pallid Swifts were also 
newlyarrived. Little Stints were new on 
the 17th and a FerruJinous Duck the 
next day. Also on the 18th were the last 
.'Junnocks and a first Little Crake at 
Buskett. 

The last Grey Wagtail was seen on 
the 19th, when 6 Purple Herons were 
seen at Delimara. Strong winds on the 
20th brought an influx of new arrivals; 
these included an Osprey, a Merlin, two 
Stone Curlews and. an Alpine Swift. 
Over 400Cranes passed over the islands 
and a hE'avy passage of terns took place 
at Delimara; 21 Sandwich Terns. 13 
Gull-billed Terns and 2 Common Terns 
were identified. Many more passed by 
farther out. Three late Gannets were 
also seen on the 20th as were the last 
Mediterranean Gulls. Starlings and 
Black Redstarts. A Greenshank and a 
Yellow-browed Warbler near Munxar 
in Gozo, were new on the 21 ~t a11d the 
last Goldcrests and Stonechats the 

same day. 'J;'he first Wryneck and a 
Bluethroat arrived on the 22nd followed 
hy a \V uod Piw•~>JI nncl "Ri11gecl P]o\·er 
on the 23rd. The 24th saw the first 
Wood Sandpiper and an Ortolan Bunt
ing at Salina, whilst a few Black Head
ed Gnlls were still pre~entat3liema. A 
last Skylark was seen on the 25th and 
a Common Sandpiper was newly amv:.. 
ed. Also on the 25th was an Isabelline 
Wheatear **,in company with 10 Black 
Eared Wheatears. at Gnejna. Bot
Common and Honey Buzzards were ne~:· 
in Gozo the next day. An early TUrtle 
Dove arrived in Gozo on the 27th, the 
day before the first Rock Thrush, 
Woodchat Shrike, Collared Flycatcher 
and Red-run:pe<L Swallow. Pied Fly
catchers were new on the 29th. when 
the last Flrecrest was also noted.The 
30th saw several Curlew and Red-throat
ed Pipts newly arrived as well as the last 
Greenflnch. By the last few days of the 
month, almost all the winter visitors 
had left, but rather few passage mig
rants had arrived. The month closed 
with a Hen Harrier during the last 
week and a Doterel on the 31st. 

**' The records of Isabelline Wbea
tear which is tb" first for Malta and Y el
low-Browed Warbler which represeuts 
the sixth occurrence, have yet to be 
certified by the Rarities Snb.committee. 

The contributors to the above Bird 
Notes were P.Caruana, M Beaman, B. 
German. S.Borg, C.Galea, C.Gaucl, <Mr. 
& Mrs.) J.A. Harrlman, N. Sammut, J. 
Sultana, F.Vassallo, J.Vella Gafflero, & 
(Mr. & Mrs.) T.M.Watson. 

Taridermists C.Falzon and A. 
Sammut were also vil'lted on several 
occasions. 

M. BEAMAN 

A systematic list of birds during 
1970 will appear at the end of the year. 

(Editor) 
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News from the RinJging Gr·oup 
By c. Qauci 

January to March 

The first three months were domin
ated by strong wiuds which hampered 
ringing activJtJes uo em!. Ue~p1te this, 
however, the group managed to ring 
over 650 birds belongl.:-~g to thirty four 
different species. This figure exceeds 
that of the correspondirg period. for the 
past two years. 

In January nve ringing stations 
were manned: Buskett for seven hours 
on three days, Mr,al!leb for rive hours, 

on two days Wied Znuber and Ghadira 
for two hours on a single day each. and 
Lunzjata Valley, in Gozo, for six hours 
on two days. The Chiffchaff,. one of our 
commonest winter re'iidents, was the 
main bird trapped during this month. 
Two Moustached Warblers ringed at 
Ghadira weve the first ever to be trapp
ed in January. The best catch oJ' the 
month was recorded at Lunzjata Valley 
on the lOth, when thirty five birds were 
ring·ed and nine retrapped. 

Februacy proved to be the poorest 
month,. with only sixty one birds ringed. 
Buskett was the most frequented site 
with twelve hours on seven days. 
Ghad.ira, Lunzjata Valley and Ramla 
Bay were each visited once. The rather 
poor results obtained during the month 
weve compensated by the addition of a 
new ringer to the :group -- Bro Edmund. 
Bro. Edmund who was trained by J. 
Sultana, received t!Je necc;s~ary pe~mit, 
from the British Trust for Omithology 
late in the mouth. 

With the onset of Spring 111igration 
ringing was intensilfled in March and 
no fewer than nine localities were used. 
These were Busk·ett (including Wied il
Luq) - 21 hours on 9 days, Ghadira - · 
18 hours on 8 days, Ramla Valley - 15 
hours on 6 days, Xlendl Valley -- 6 
hours on two days, Lunzjata Valley - 6 
hours on 2 days. Ta' Glomi - 8 hours 
on 3 days, and Wied ir-Raghab, Gli.ajn 
Barrani and Wled Znuber on one oceas
ion ·each. Ramla Valley proved to be the 

best area with three very good catches 
to its credit. The first was on the 15 th 
when eighty five birds of ·eight species 
were trapped and ringed in just over 
two hours. These were mostly Ch1ff
chaffs, but also included a brilliant 
male Bluethroat. On the 28 th and 29 th, 
fi.fty two and seventy eight birds (Main
ly hirundines) respectively were ringed. 
These included a Red-rumped Swallow. 
J .. Sultana and C. Gaucl visited a Manx 
Shearwater colony three times at night. 
Thls colony was discovered by them last 
year. Nine birds could be recovered 
from their burrows to be ringed. An all 
out effort to ring Blackcaps during the 
last week of March (usually their peak 
:period at Buskett) was foiled when these 

bi.rds left much earlier than usual. 

Mr. & Mr~. Hardman aud Mr. 
& Mrs. T.l\1. Watson, all B.T.O. 
ringers, arrived on the 27 th March for 
a holiday in the Maltese Islands and 
helped the group with the ringing. J.A. 
Hardman was one of the British Trust 
for Ornithology ringer.:; who came over 
in 1965/6 to start the present Ringing 
Group and helped J. Attard, C. Gauci, J. 
Sultana and V. Vella Muskat to obtain 
the necessary permits from the B.T.O . 

List of Birds Ringed 
Species Jan Feb Mar Total 

Manx Shearwater - - 9 9 
Little Ringed Plov•er -- - 5 5 
Hoopoe - - 1 1 
Wryneck - - 3 3 
Sand Martin - - 3 3 
Swallow - - 129 129 
Red-rumped SWallow - - 1 1 
House Martin - - 7 7 
Tree Pipit - - 1 1 
Meadow Pipit - 1 2 3 
Yellow Wagtail - - 1 1 
Grey Wagtail 

Dunnock 
Moustached Warbler 
Se<:l€e Warbler 
Black cap 
Whitethroat 
Sardinian Warbler 

1-
1 1 
2 1 

5 16 

4 2 

I 
2 
3 

7 7 
60 81 
1 1 

13 19 
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