Miscellany

The infamous law No. 906 in ltaly

In the fight for bird protection in
Italy one of the great leaders is Professor
Mario PAVAN, of the University of Pav-
ia. The valiunt efforts of the aged Prof-
essor Ghigi over mauy years had at last
been crowned in 1969 by the passing of a
law forbidding the annual massacre of
birds throughout the country, Unfortun.
ately, the present political leaders, with
an eye on the next elections revoked this
law by decree No. 906 and the slaughter
of small birds is once again a common
occurrence in Italy. The conscience of
the nation has, however, been stung and

Protessor PAVAN has himself collected
more than 400,000 signatures of people
protesting against law 906 and appealing
to the Government to come back ~on 1its
decision. We wish him and the noble
Professor Ghigi success in their gallant
efforts and hope the Itelian Government
will see reason and soon. If any reader of
‘Il.Merill” wish to help on the good work,
a short letter of protest sent to:
Professor Mario PAVAN,
University of Pavia,
Via Taramelli, 24
Ttaly
would be welconed.
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ERIK HOSKING’s gift to the M.O.8.

We are grateful to Mr. 1. Hosking,

Britain’s international famous bird pho-
tographer, for the generous gift o¢f 130
bird photos, to the Malta Ornithological
Society, which he also kindly allowed us
to publish. One of these photos, of a
Turtle Dove, is reproduced on the cover
of this first issue of ‘Il-Merill’. Wa also
hope to make good use of them at a Bird
Week later in the year.

Yellow Wagtails
Yellow Wagtails are protecied in
Malta. ARE THEY? Those who visited
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ta’ Qali disused airfield during the latter
half of April would have wendered. Heavy
passages of these beautiful, slender and
strikingly vellow birds took place. Uufor-
tunately large numbers finished up in nets
managed by a few irrespousible youths.
Bundreds were trapped and most of these
would, no doubt, have perished aftera few
days. '

The same thing happened in Gozo,
in the vicinity of Lunzjata Valley. It is
quite discouraging to request the Govern.-
ment to put more species on the protected
list when the law protecting the few is
not respected or enforced.
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