
week. The 8th brought the first Hoopoe. 
Scop's Owl and migrant Quail to Malta 
and a W oodlark was at Dellmara. The 
last Moustached Warbler was also seen 
on the Eame day. A Moorhen was new 
"" 1lw :111, folluwed ln' a ~potted ltt·d. 
shank and a Jack sn;pe on the lOth. 
Short-Toed Larks arrived on the 11th 

and both Swallows and a :::;ubalipiue 
Warbler on the 12th. 

A wintering W ern and a final Red. 
wiug were last seen on the 13th, whilst 
the first Little Egret and au Oystercatch
er wer!l recorded at Marsax lokk. A short 
period of north-easterly winds brought 
the first Sedge Warblers, Nightingale, 
Redstart ~tnrl Black. l<~ared Wheatear to 
Gozo and Pallid Harrier and Yellow 
Wagtails to Malta. Another arrival on 
the 14th was a Qalandra Lark at 
Tarxlen. Further arrivals on the 15th 
included a Kentish Plover and a Black
winged Stilt at Ghadlir:1 with the first 
Willow Warblers in Gozo. North-wester
ly winds the following day saw the first 
Night Herons and Lesser Kestrel at 
Dellmara. ·where Tawny Pipits, a Swift 
and a pair of Pallid Swifts were also 
newlyarrived. Little Stints were new on 
the 17th and a FerruJinous Duck the 
next day. Also on the 18th were the last 
.'Junnocks and a first Little Crake at 
Buskett. 

The last Grey Wagtail was seen on 
the 19th, when 6 Purple Herons were 
seen at Delimara. Strong winds on the 
20th brought an influx of new arrivals; 
these included an Osprey, a Merlin, two 
Stone Curlews and. an Alpine Swift. 
Over 400Cranes passed over the islands 
and a hE'avy passage of terns took place 
at Delimara; 21 Sandwich Terns. 13 
Gull-billed Terns and 2 Common Terns 
were identified. Many more passed by 
farther out. Three late Gannets were 
also seen on the 20th as were the last 
Mediterranean Gulls. Starlings and 
Black Redstarts. A Greenshank and a 
Yellow-browed Warbler near Munxar 
in Gozo, were new on the 21 ~t a11d the 
last Goldcrests and Stonechats the 

same day. 'J;'he first Wryneck and a 
Bluethroat arrived on the 22nd followed 
hy a \V uod Piw•~>JI nncl "Ri11gecl P]o\·er 
on the 23rd. The 24th saw the first 
Wood Sandpiper and an Ortolan Bunt
ing at Salina, whilst a few Black Head
ed Gnlls were still pre~entat3liema. A 
last Skylark was seen on the 25th and 
a Common Sandpiper was newly amv:.. 
ed. Also on the 25th was an Isabelline 
Wheatear **,in company with 10 Black 
Eared Wheatears. at Gnejna. Bot
Common and Honey Buzzards were ne~:· 
in Gozo the next day. An early TUrtle 
Dove arrived in Gozo on the 27th, the 
day before the first Rock Thrush, 
Woodchat Shrike, Collared Flycatcher 
and Red-run:pe<L Swallow. Pied Fly
catchers were new on the 29th. when 
the last Flrecrest was also noted.The 
30th saw several Curlew and Red-throat
ed Pipts newly arrived as well as the last 
Greenflnch. By the last few days of the 
month, almost all the winter visitors 
had left, but rather few passage mig
rants had arrived. The month closed 
with a Hen Harrier during the last 
week and a Doterel on the 31st. 

**' The records of Isabelline Wbea
tear which is tb" first for Malta and Y el
low-Browed Warbler which represeuts 
the sixth occurrence, have yet to be 
certified by the Rarities Snb.committee. 

The contributors to the above Bird 
Notes were P.Caruana, M Beaman, B. 
German. S.Borg, C.Galea, C.Gaucl, <Mr. 
& Mrs.) J.A. Harrlman, N. Sammut, J. 
Sultana, F.Vassallo, J.Vella Gafflero, & 
(Mr. & Mrs.) T.M.Watson. 

Taridermists C.Falzon and A. 
Sammut were also vil'lted on several 
occasions. 

M. BEAMAN 

A systematic list of birds during 
1970 will appear at the end of the year. 

(Editor) 
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News from the RinJging Gr·oup 
By c. Qauci 

January to March 

The first three months were domin
ated by strong wiuds which hampered 
ringing activJtJes uo em!. Ue~p1te this, 
however, the group managed to ring 
over 650 birds belongl.:-~g to thirty four 
different species. This figure exceeds 
that of the correspondirg period. for the 
past two years. 

In January nve ringing stations 
were manned: Buskett for seven hours 
on three days, Mr,al!leb for rive hours, 

on two days Wied Znuber and Ghadira 
for two hours on a single day each. and 
Lunzjata Valley, in Gozo, for six hours 
on two days. The Chiffchaff,. one of our 
commonest winter re'iidents, was the 
main bird trapped during this month. 
Two Moustached Warblers ringed at 
Ghadira weve the first ever to be trapp
ed in January. The best catch oJ' the 
month was recorded at Lunzjata Valley 
on the lOth, when thirty five birds were 
ring·ed and nine retrapped. 

Februacy proved to be the poorest 
month,. with only sixty one birds ringed. 
Buskett was the most frequented site 
with twelve hours on seven days. 
Ghad.ira, Lunzjata Valley and Ramla 
Bay were each visited once. The rather 
poor results obtained during the month 
weve compensated by the addition of a 
new ringer to the :group -- Bro Edmund. 
Bro. Edmund who was trained by J. 
Sultana, received t!Je necc;s~ary pe~mit, 
from the British Trust for Omithology 
late in the mouth. 

With the onset of Spring 111igration 
ringing was intensilfled in March and 
no fewer than nine localities were used. 
These were Busk·ett (including Wied il
Luq) - 21 hours on 9 days, Ghadira - · 
18 hours on 8 days, Ramla Valley - 15 
hours on 6 days, Xlendl Valley -- 6 
hours on two days, Lunzjata Valley - 6 
hours on 2 days. Ta' Glomi - 8 hours 
on 3 days, and Wied ir-Raghab, Gli.ajn 
Barrani and Wled Znuber on one oceas
ion ·each. Ramla Valley proved to be the 

best area with three very good catches 
to its credit. The first was on the 15 th 
when eighty five birds of ·eight species 
were trapped and ringed in just over 
two hours. These were mostly Ch1ff
chaffs, but also included a brilliant 
male Bluethroat. On the 28 th and 29 th, 
fi.fty two and seventy eight birds (Main
ly hirundines) respectively were ringed. 
These included a Red-rumped Swallow. 
J .. Sultana and C. Gaucl visited a Manx 
Shearwater colony three times at night. 
Thls colony was discovered by them last 
year. Nine birds could be recovered 
from their burrows to be ringed. An all 
out effort to ring Blackcaps during the 
last week of March (usually their peak 
:period at Buskett) was foiled when these 

bi.rds left much earlier than usual. 

Mr. & Mr~. Hardman aud Mr. 
& Mrs. T.l\1. Watson, all B.T.O. 
ringers, arrived on the 27 th March for 
a holiday in the Maltese Islands and 
helped the group with the ringing. J.A. 
Hardman was one of the British Trust 
for Ornithology ringer.:; who came over 
in 1965/6 to start the present Ringing 
Group and helped J. Attard, C. Gauci, J. 
Sultana and V. Vella Muskat to obtain 
the necessary permits from the B.T.O . 

List of Birds Ringed 
Species Jan Feb Mar Total 

Manx Shearwater - - 9 9 
Little Ringed Plov•er -- - 5 5 
Hoopoe - - 1 1 
Wryneck - - 3 3 
Sand Martin - - 3 3 
Swallow - - 129 129 
Red-rumped SWallow - - 1 1 
House Martin - - 7 7 
Tree Pipit - - 1 1 
Meadow Pipit - 1 2 3 
Yellow Wagtail - - 1 1 
Grey Wagtail 

Dunnock 
Moustached Warbler 
Se<:l€e Warbler 
Black cap 
Whitethroat 
Sardinian Warbler 

1-
1 1 
2 1 

5 16 

4 2 

I 
2 
3 

7 7 
60 81 
1 1 

13 19 
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Subalpine Warbler -
Willow Warbler --
Chlffchaff 80 
Firecrest -
Stonechat 1 
Black Redstart -
Redstart 
Robin 26 

7 7 
- 6 6 
15 107 202 
~ 3 3 
- 1 
- 1 1 
- 5 5 
24 15 65 

Bluethroat 
.Blackbird 
'Chaffinch 
Serin 
Greenfinch 
Linnet 
Spanish Sparrow 

'l .. 

ti 

1 
2 
2 

1 1 
1 1 

62 62 
11 17 

Nightingale -- - 7 7 TO'I'AT.S 12!1 til 46!1 fif>H 

The birds in the above list were ringed by M. Beaman, Bro. Edmund, C. Gau
ci, J.A. Hardman (Mr. & Mrs.), J. Sultana, V. Vella Muskat.t and T.M. W&tson 
(Mr. & Mrs.). 

RETRAPS: 

As usual, a good number of ringed birds was retrapped. The m:~~ojority were 
Cbiffchaffs retrapped after one to three weeks. Following is a list of more in
teresting ones. 

Species Locality Date Wt. Dat:e WTt. 

Ringed (gms) Retrapped (l~ms) 

1. Cetti's Warbler Wied il-Luq 15 - 9 - 69 11 . 2 - 70 
2. Cetti's Warbler Wied il-Luq 29 . 8 - 68 11 . 2 . 70 
3. Moustached Warbler Wied il-Luq 11-2-'W 6 . 3 - 70 

8 - 3 - 70 
4. Sedge Warbler R&mla Valley 15 - 3 - 70 11.7 29 . 3 - 70 
5. Bhwkcap Bnskett 29 - 3 . 69 17 · 3 - 'iO 
6. Sardinian Warbler r_,um:jata 9 - 10 - lil7 10 - 1 . 70 
7. Chiffchaff Lum:jata. 30 - 1 . 68 3 · 1 - 'iO 
8. Robin Lum:jat& 10 - 1 - "70 17.2 19 . 3 - 70 
9. Robin Buskett 21 - 12 - 68 18 - B - 70 

10. Spanish Sparrow Gliadin. 27 . 4 - 69 30 . 3 - 70 

Remarks: (1) Btill present in same locality after five months. 
(2l Still present in same loce~,Iity after <Bighteen months. 
(3) Still present in same locaJity after three weeks. 
(4) Increased in weight by 4.8 gms in Jl4 days. 
(5) Same ple.ce the year afte~. 
(6) Over two years old. 
(7) Returned to winter in same place a,fter two years. 
(8) Note increase in weight before departure. 
(9) Wintering in same place the year after. 

(10) Still present after one year. 

11.9 
11.8 
16. 5 

1!1.5 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We have many copies of IL.MERILL available. Members can help by selling 
a few copies to their friends. Write to the Secretary 2,nd ask for a number of copies 
w hi.:h you think you cau manage to sdl. The result ...... spreadiug the gosp111l for 
bird preservation and cutting down the Society's expenses. 

--- 14 -

Malta Ornithological Society 
Prine1:ples and Aims: 

(a) The Society's main purpose is to initiate, ioster and aid the study of 
avian fauna in accordance with strictly scientific !Lethods, thereby helping to 
increase the sum of human knowledge on the subject. 

(b) The Society solemnly affirms its belief ir the cor,servation of Nature 
andJ will pursue whatever actions !t deems necessary to ~nsure adequate pro
tection of wild - life, and to propagate these ideas ir the Maltese Islands. 

.Member ship: 

Members can join the Scciety and participate in all its activities, provided 
they subscribe to the aims of the Society End fctrther. undertake to propagate its 
V'?Ws, Each in his own sphere of iife .. th1:~ c:prPading the Society's enlightene('. 
Ideal and awaking a social conscience that will brook no further deprad{ttion or 
cll2 livlr:g resJurces of Natc'r2, csr~c~ally birds. 

Membership Fees: 

Life ~!ember .. £].') 

Member F1s. per IW!Jillll 

Junior Member (nnder 17) :2sGc1 (vo/llii/ury). 

Anyo11e wishing· to join the 8Pciety is wekun1e to write to tl1e Secrel"ry. T!Je 
Society's Bnlletin is sent free to rnembers <end illnstrated talks. meeting-s rt11d out. 
ings are held montidy except rluri11g the S\ltlJII1Pr months. 

Malta Ornithological Society Ringinq Group: 

The Soci0ty abu h:1s its Bird Ri11ging (}ruup. This (}roup is e11gaged i11 Htrdy. 
ing the various aspects of :\hlte,;e Orniil10logv, :nH1 is staffed by qualified bird 
ringers holdi1>g a ringing permit from the British Trust for Ornithology. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Edito,· 1UfiCOiiU'8 w·rides, lelte,·s rcn,lutfre,·_ti:atarr'S I"'UI'iuy on 
jl!'d u( the 01'nithu/.o_g_,; u/ th•• J[nltcse lslun./s ftilrl tlu• llfcrlilr•·,Trllli'U/1 
utiun iu thisBuUdin. 

((,}/ tf if.':i-

1'."'/r;,,_ 

The uie1ua e.rprr•.,serl by Cnlill'l'l)llf0>'8 '"'e uot l!n'•'c<s((,J'{tf t/,ust u( tlu• Xditm· nr 
I he J!O ,\' 
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