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REGINALD ERNEST MOREAU Hon. M.A. (Oxford)
— AN APPRECIATION —

The man who followed the
birds from their breeding quart-
ers in Europe across the Medi-
terranean to their farthest
wintering latitudes of Africa

has died in Hereford General
Hospital in June this year on
the day after his 73rd birthday.

Reginald Moreau was a well
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known ornithologist and a great
friend of our Society. He joinea
the M.O.S. when I met him one
fine day in May 1962 at the
Edward Grey Institute of Field
Ornithology in Oxford.

‘Reg’, as all his friends knew
him, was thrilled when I men-
tioned to him that an Ornith-
ological Society had just been
started in Malta.

This first meeting made me
realise that, besides being an
ornithologist of great ability,
Reg was a gentleman and a
great character. Before I left
he presented me with several
copies of his ornithological
papers.

Asis known in the bird world
Reginald Moreau, was one of
the foundation stones of the
new science of field ornithology
and his theories on Trans-Med-
iterranean migration have al-
ways been the key-stone in our
analysis of bird migration over
Malta.

Over a period of 45 years, he
wrote many authoritative articl-
es and some of them in collabora
tion with his wife Winifred, who
continues to live in Sutton St.
Nicholas, Herefordshire.

In 1966,
“The Bird Faunas of Africa and
its Islands”, a zoo-geographical
synthesis of this continent and
a formidable task in itself that
makes Moreau an international
authority on African birds.

His interest in birds started in
1930 when he went to Egypt,
where he spent seven years on
the edge of the Sahara in Lower
Egypt. He travelled extensively
with his wife on camel back
across the deserts and in a vol-
ume of short stories he describes
some of these travels. His bird
notes in Egypt appeared in two

Moreau published

issues of the “Ibis” between 1927
and 1928.

In 1928, Moreau moved to
Tanzania (then Tanganyika)
to become secretary and librar-
ian of the East African Agri-
cultural Research Station at
Amani. It was here that he be-
gan the extensive field work on
African birds. He even discover-
ed several new ones.

When he retired from the Col-
onial Service in 1946, he was
offered responsibility for
Animal Behaviour Unit at Cam-
bridge University, but finally
moved to Oxford and worked in
the Edward Grey Institute of
Field Ornithology from 1947 to
1968.

He edited the ‘Ibis’ - journal
of the Ornithologists’ Union -
from 1947 to 1960 and succeeded
in making this journal into the
premier scientific ornithologi-
cal publication in the world.
Between 1960 and 19656 Moreau
served as President of the B.O.U.

Besides his many authoritative
papers published in different
seientific journals, his range
of publications includes a book
of social history on the village
of Berrick Salome, near Oxford,
where he lived for twenty years,
a contribution to “A New Dic-
tionary of Birds”, and a book on
the Palaearctic Birds Migration
System which he had just com-
pleted in bed two days before
he died.

Notwithstanding his academ-
ic career, Moreau had no formal
education after the age of 17,
when he left Kingston Gram-
mar School, but his academic
honours in later years included
an honorary M.A. from the
University of Oxford in 1955,
and the Stamford Raffles Award
for Contributions to Zoology
presented by the Duke of Edin-
burgh in 1962 on behalf of the
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Zoological Society of London,

Reginald’s first connection with
Malta was on 27th October 1936
when, together with his wife,
their ship stopped for a short
call in the Grand Harbour on
their way back from London to
Tanganyika.

After I met him in 1962, we

kept in touch through corres-
pondence and his advice and
encouragement in the early
days of the M.O.S. were of
tremendous help. He also joined
the Society as a Life-meraber.

In the last years of his life,
though already ill, Reg continu-
ed to travel overseas. In March
1868, he and -Winifred spent a
fortnight in Gozo where my
collegues of the M.O,8. and1I
spent an enjoyable time with
them either bird-watching or
discussing birds and local orni-
thological problems.

It was a great honour to our

Society when after his visit to
Gozo, Moreau sent a contribu-
tion to the Quarterly Bulletin
which gppeared in Vol.l No.3 -
1968 - regarding two achieve-
ments of our bird-ringing
scheme,

As Moreau states in one of
his early papers, “the sea-cros-
sing of Palaearctic birds moving
to and from Africa was still im-
perfectly  documented”, and,
“the gectual migration over the
Mediterranean is by no means
well documented.”

Since he wrote this statement,
Moreau succeeded in filling sa-
tisfactorily this blank in orni-
thology. Moreover, he forwarded
theories which made a great
approgch of human understand-
ing in the mystery of bird mig-
ration.

Reginald Moreau is survived
by his wife, a son and a daughter
ta whom we offer our condol-
ences.

.M. Attard.
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