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The Malta Pharmaceutical Students’ Association, MPSA was 
founded in 1966 and was recognized by senate in 1985. It 
represents pharmaceutical students within the pharmacy 
department in the Faculty of Medicine and Surgery, within 
the University of Malta.

MPSA is an active member of IPFS, the International 
Pharmaceutical Students’ Federation, which works to bring 
pharmacy students from all over the world together.  
The International Pharmaceutical Students’ Federation 
(IPSF) is the leading international advocacy organisation 
for pharmacy students with the aim to promote improved 
public health through provision of information, education, 
networking as well as a range of publications and 
professional initiatives. Student Exchange Programme 
(SEP) is one of the main activities in IPSF. It is a mobility 
programme that gives students from all over the world 
the opportunity to get to know pharmacy in a different 
country.  

One of the main activities in IPSF is the Student Exchange 
Programme (SEP). This is a mobility programme that has 
allowed students from IPSF member organisations and 
IPSF Individual Members to explore pharmacy in another 
country since 1953.

Through the Student Exchange Programme, IPSF works 
to increase opportunities for improvement in pharmacy 
education through facilitating students and young 
pharmacists to undertake international professional 
experiences in community pharmacy, hospital pharmacy, 
research and industrial fields of pharmacy.

The aim of SEP is to promote understanding and 
cooperation amongst pharmacy students and all health 
care professionals. The exchange programme offers a 
unique educational and cultural experience in addition 
to the regular pharmaceutical knowledge. It also helps to 
broaden the students’ understanding of pharmaceutical 
and social conditions in different countries.  

The following is the experience of Tijana Rakic, a student 
who participated in SEP in Malta last Summer: 

“Thinking about my SEP in Malta, I 
can’t help missing it badly. Honestly, 
everything was absolutely perfect. 
I had professional training at St. 
Simon’s Pharmacy in Bugibba where 
I had the opportunity to exchange 
knowledge with colleagues and to 
learn a lot. I became familiar with 
the organization of the Maltese 
Health System. I learned about the way they take care of their 
patients and also therapeutic choices in the management of  
common illnesses.

The accommodation at the Student’s Residence was really 
nice. I was happy to be there with people from all over the 
world who came on SEP as well. We were having fun together 
and we enjoyed a lot visiting the beautiful historical and 
cultural treasures of Malta and Gozo. I really have to thank 
Martina Mifsud who was always there for us, not only as a 
professionalist dealing with our SEP problems, but also as our 
friend. ”

Fabienne Sant Portanier, a pharmacist practising in a 
community pharmacy reports on her experience in 
hosting a student through the SEP programme:
“The Student Exchange Programme (SEP) is a mobility 
program that offers pharmacy students a unique 
opportunity to gain a wider pharmacy experience from 
an international perspective. As a Maltese pharmacist 
who recently had the opportunity to host a Slovenian 
pharmacy student, I feel that this initiative is one that 
should be highly encouraged and supported. During the 
four-week visit the exchange student was acquainted 
with a variety of community pharmacy-related activities 
and was given the chance to practice pharmacy in a local 
setting with different methods and customs. It has been 
undoubtedly an unforgettable experience. The program 
serves as an educational tool and has immense personal 
benefit for all those involved.”

Pharmacists who are interested in hosting students can ask 
for more information by contacting the national Student 
Exchange Officer (SEO) Charlene Galea by email on  
char_mt@hotmail.com
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