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ARA I-merfhiba Ii kellhom ‘“Kwartelt” (1966)

u “Antenni” (1968), issa [miss it-tielet
damma ta' poezija li §ggib l-isem ta' *“Analizi
:7011. N

Mario Azzopardi jissokta tejn halla f'*“An-
tenni”, waqt Ii Daniel Massa jerga’ jidher
b’gabra gdida mindu Il-poezija tieghu dehret fl-
ewwel kwartett.

Ir-raba’ awtur huwa Oliver Friggieri, kritiku
letterarju barra li poeta, u wiehed mittliet
awturi li  fI-1967 Targu flimkien bil-Gabra
“Dhatien fl-Imhuh”.

L-erbgha li ahna ghandna t-twemmin poeti-
ku taghna li mhux dejjem jagbel, izda l-erbgha
ninsabu tal-fehma Ili Il-poezija hi mezz ta’ ko-
munikazzjoni soéjali,

Minkejja li Certi kritici ta’ zmienna jemm-
nu li I-poeta modern qieghied jaghmel djalogu
mieghu nnifsu, ahina nistqarru li d-djalogu tal-
poezija taghna hu bejn l-awtur u Il-qarrej.

Din il-gabra trid tiliaq 2ewg ghanijiet: I-
espressjoni poetika ta' kull wiehed minna, u
t-tkabbir tal-Letteratura Maltija i taghti tifsira
elevata lill-pajjiz u lill-hajja taghna.

VICTOR FENECH






Wam’o ./4220/9arc[i

Twieled il-Hamrun fI-1944. Studja I-Liceo u
f'St. Michael’s College of Education. Ghalliem
fl-iskejjel tal-Gvern. Poeziji tieghu imxandrin
fMalta u barra. Ko-awtur ta’ “Antenni”’ (1968).
FI-1969, ix-xoghlijiet tieghu gew ipprezentati
f'simposju ta’ poeZija internazzjonali fTennes-
se u Oklahoma. Wiehed mill-fundaturi u Viéi-
President  tal-Moviment Qawmien Letterarju.
Membru tal-bord editorjali ta' *“il-polz”. Editur
Kulturali ta’ "lorizzont’ u korrispondent ta' I-
arti ghal “The Malta Economist'. Disinjatur
ghall-palk u ghal kotba u rivisti lokali.
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suite 345

I-imgadef izagzqu melodija mibruxa
f'dil-firxa kalma moribonda
in-nies tar-rahal tistenna Il-gdid
in-nies tar-rahal tistenna
il-hin ¢att u l-minutieri jimbarmu '1 isfel
imrieghexa w mahsuda jqattru l-astratt
in-nies tar-rahal tistenna jigri xi haga
u l-kampnar tal-knisja
jganpen agunija ohra
fit-3 ta’ wara nofsinhar ix-xemx tinfaga’
in-nies tar-rahal tinfiieg taht il-kedda 1i ma t1fh1mx
I-ispazju (jiehu dimensjonijiet strambi
u l-lejl isibhom hemm taht jistennew
taht qamar zlugat
hemm taht jistennew il-milja
tal-adédident
izda fir-rahal qatt ma jigri xejn
qatt ma jigri xejn.

awvizi klassifikati

ghall-kiri: siluwett trasparenti ta’ idejologiji
miagbin b'misterji godma.
mitluf: l-alla li qieghed infittx mhux dak li darba
blajt mal-prespbiterju.
twelid: ¢ama cama t-tielet tarbija tieghi
tneqqi I-melh tas-superstizzjoni
fil-kkappella tal-madonna qsajra.
ghall-bejgh: spazmi ta’ mmensita’ li ‘ma tintmessx
organizmi jobzqu {-morr tal-hall
li xorob limghallaq.
melodija ta' stennija ghal dejjem.
ghasafar ghomja jsawwtu fidi ¢éungata.
hajja pperforata kumpless gebel
f'kesha neolitika.
hanniega dmugh ta' qtar soghbiena.
jaqghu bla hoss mal-art — u jintrifsu.
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maz-zliega tax-xemgha tinharaq

is-swaba maghluba gerrejja
: u jghanni l-armonju stunat
b'qalbna safja mal-angli puri jghassu
sfond imdieheb a /a cremona (madonna kif se nhallsuh
bis-sold fil-kopp) l-armonju jnewweh id-dnub — kbir dags demb
I-iljun ta’ san mark —
ta’ min intasab — u jduru guddiemi midneb u pubblikan
isabbat fugq sidru
l-mea culpa mea mulej maxima culpa
w bela’ jliegheq xoftu haruf t'alla mwettaq
elf u darba fuq il-mitbah tal-irham
gakobb stallett
dulur
safra xema (mhux hekk) iz-zliega
musfara tq-
aft-
ar quddiem sant antnin ¢ass dags gebla tal-franka
(il-mikro (bi) fnu jhanxar il-paradoss tat-tarawni
w tal-ftit-iehor
ma ~— tarawnix) u n-nies zaqgha taqleb il-gabirjoli bil-
grazzja t'alla titm a tt a r
fuq is-siggijiet tat-tibna
tohlom l-imgarrun u r-ross il-forn
araw HUTI DAK HRUQ LI HEMM FL-INFERN
ma nitganqgalx
b’galb (i) ma safja ma’ l-angli tas-sema (sejjer ground? —
viva maria
x'gisem ghandha
l-andress — — ) maghhom nitt--eee---ww-bu taht in-navi
jnemmsilna hemm alla tal-kartapesta msammar b’imsiemer
finta ramm illustrat — mhux hekk mhux hekk -—
salbu (ni): ®’idejja miftu---h---a bejn zewg kampnarij
w aharqu mohhi jdahhan sagrificéju f'in¢ensier
erhuni nissawwab bejn il-kustilji ta’ kurcifiss
kontemporanju.
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il-lejla x-xita

tfajla tibkix — hallini nilmah l-ezmerald vergni fghajnejk
fid-daw! tal-lampa: ti¢éaqiagx

ix-xita tqaftar nida perli I'ghada forsi ndomm ghalik
illejla rrid nibbalzmak mummja bla faxex
ftempju mgaddes mill-ispirti w ninsa x-xita
tqattar - tqattar
fugna

hallini nhoss b’hofriet haddejja I-minfah sliem ta’ sidrek

int mellisii xaghari jew ghoddli

hames posti z-zibeg ta’ dahari 'mbaghad
ahlibni bla nifs

tfajla tibkix — il-lejla x-xita se ddub f'ghaxwa
l-ansjeta’ ta’ mitt kalvarju
fuq qurriegha blata xewk w ghollieq
dan taghna mhux preludju mtenni
mhux dellirju holm jew passi flora
l-angas oppju i-angas harb fuq karru nar

se nerga’ nbusek: titnieghedx

. u issa taghmilx hoss

dawk t’hemm barra regghu gew
bl-umbrelel kbar tal-landi

lili jikkastrawni b’xeba’ vireg tal-bambuw’
lilek jorbtuk ma’ kanizzata

frieghi twal milwija gan¢

u

naffar-it-tajr

din l-ezistenza
din id-diskoteka t'ilhna strambi blu
dan it-tismir bla ritmu xejn
fuq twavel-dekaiogu jghajjtu I-kompromess
din l-ezistenza taghfasni w trossni
naffar-it-tajr imqatta’
mill-karba tar-rih
b’nifs hurhara.
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news desk L70

‘‘se naghtukom gabra ta’ afibarijiet ta’ dawn

l-ahfiar erbgha u ghoxrin siegha”

skond ma rrapurtaw il-qawwiet militari tan-nigeria

federali awtoritajiet konéernati ma kkummentawx

dwar li karfusa saret tiswa ghaxar soldi
kull pass lejn metamorfosi mjassra mit-tirann
kull muskolu mgebbed jéagtag imhabba mignuna
kull ¢entigrad isahhan f’dellirju d-deni ta’ psewdo
ribell jitnikker bin-nhar jitnikker bil-lgjl
quddiem il-buttuni suwed tac-éirkustanzi

“ta’ dawn l-ahhar erbgha u ghoxrin siegha”

arthur miller i¢éensurat waqt sensiela ta’

tahditiet godda bejn l-amerka u peking fuq

livell ambaxxatorjali
kull siegha tigref misluh l-arlogg tal-verita’
kull siegha tingazza fibra gdida f’gisem fragli
kuil mument jobrox farrett fug mohh poeta
hjiel ta’ tifsir tat-tkattir tal-hobz u l-hut
jew gqabda lampuki w makku fix-xibka ta’ pietru
jew lozor bir-rakkmu iméappsa bl-ewwel dmija
ta’ tfajla mbissma li vergni m’ghadhiex
kull siegha
kull siegha ttektek passi mrieghxa
lein gabar fejn difnu morali bla sinsia
kull siegha tbandal il-pendlu misnun
ta’ gustizzja ghamija

“dabra ofira ta’ ahbarijiet lokali terga’ tixxandar
ghall-habta tattmienja u hamsa” ...

phobia

bejn il-kuncett u l-attwalita’ — nittama

bejn l-idejal u r-realta’ — nitnieghed

f’dal-wied fejn kulhadd ihares lejja suspettuz — nitbikkem
u meta jidlam insir fatat bla sura

nistenna i-gudizzju.
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jekk ghada tkun wara l-kantuniera

ghalija int biss mandolina tgattar it-tentazzjoni
I-gharaq 1i jahsel il-ktajjen ta’ hajti
jovapora go shab l-imwiet
u fl-ghaxijiet sajfija
r-realta’ ta’ sidrek ghasel tinheba
wara l-eki tat-tnabar ritwali tal-gruppi beat.
il-hiut bizzilel 1 jdawwruk taht mikroskopju
ghalija huma wajer iniggez
fruntiera bejn genna u ’nfern.
jekk ghada tkun wara l-kantuniera
nharislek f'ghajnejk: jekk thares ftieghi
minn wara n-nuc¢céali tara kwartett dbieb
maghluba jigbdu wrajhom
karru jzaqzaq bil-fus magsum,

passivita’

qtar-gharaq ixoqq zibeg f'nofs dezert afrikan
u l-metafizika t'arloggi mdendlin
mal-blat ‘minutieri bla sahha mitluga
jittewbu
eif holma ta’ soghba
elf hsieb mhux imwettaq
u trapjantat
l-gharaq mibdul stailattiti w stalagmiti
keshin silg: id-dezert afrikan trasformat
fi bjuda ta’ genn u metall ingazzat:
tasal tnewwah il-weggha tas-sitar indjan
il-fibri jibbiesu
l-gharaq jisfa’ kromju bla hajja
u l-minutieri tal-arloggi
bla sahha
jindieghexu kemmxejn
u jergghu imutu zopptu
minghajr tama ta’ rxoxt gdid.
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il-ministeru tas-simpatija

ghaddejt kisnijiet minn quddiem ii-ministeru
tas-simpatija
dal-ministeru tala’ fil-qalba ta’ vjal b’hafna sigar
li ssaqgew bid-dmugh tal-kukkudrilli
fuq is-sigar f'bejtiet bix-xewk l-ghasafar
imnittfa jkantaw l-alleluja fgieh l-alla-ministru
fis-swali tai-ministeru typewriters suwed
igarméu noti sterjotipati mibzuqa
fuq karta sahhara:
ahna nifhmu ahna naghdru ahna nifhmu
ahna naghdru ahna nifhmu ahna naghdru
u fil-ministeru tas-simpatija tinhass il-htiega
ta’ tubi bl-ossignu ghax l-amministrazzjoni spiss
tagta’ nifisha fi spazmi konvulzivi
taltruwizmu akut — u tikhal mahsula bl-gharaq
u ahna nifhmu u naghdru wkoll.

meta jitbaxxa d-dawl

meta jitbaxxa d-dawl
u l-kuréifiss ta’ fuq is-sodda jittewweb
in-naghas u n-noia ta’ redenzjoni bla siwi
I-blatiet ta’ ruhi nismaghhom icaqéqu mbikkma
u nhewden hajti xmara imbid gares
u t-teiga i gieb mieghu apolic 8
jbassar sulari joborxu rigel is-sema
izda t-tnemnima dawl itteptep bla sahha tixhet
negattivi mwerréa gos-swali tar-ruh
meta jitbaxxa d-dawl u Fkuréifiss ta’ fuq is-sodda
jiggebbed ghajjien ma” kull gamar gdid
nigbed nifs gawwi nimbaram embryo
u nigdem irkobbti taht kutra witney.

gumi yam yam

mitt holma 1i hlomt — elf demgha li gbart fi kwies

fondi bla qiegh irfist fuq dell l-imghoddi

u gsamt gharqubi ma’ kuil pass 1li tajt — nohlom etermta
fil-boghod — fil-boghod

jixghel neon gumi yam yam

u nerga’ nibki dmugh lumija
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epika 188

in-nies tqila tistenna jsehh il-miraklu 1-kbir
jum wara jum
l-ghajn li Tara kollox iddur riflettur fughom u fugi
dudu bla sahha jilghab noli madé-¢irkustanzi
elf karba f’'gherien mudlama — eif weggha misnuna mar-ras
elf mewga fil-gagga tal-mohh
il-linji jzarzru network bhal-linji i tinseg
dubbiena tas-sajf lewn i¢-comb
u lili ssallabbni
guiliver man-nani xettici
telghin u nezlin hawn fuq Zzaqqi
jdejja gharqana f{’sagajja t-tingiz
tal-labar tad-deni — nistenna
nistenna bhal dejjem
nistenna bban-nies t’hemm barra.

orbita tnax

’il fug mill-labirint t’antenni suspettuzi
jinfduli kustat ga mbengel ikhal ’il fuq mit-ticlis
ta’ masturbazzjoni triehed fehmiet tal-genn 'il fuq
mili-karba fgata t’orgazmu mekkanizzat 'l fuq
mill-ghola koppla mqgaddsa f'gieh vangeli morda 'l fuq
il fuq f'titjira mistika maqtugh
wahdi

fl-ispazju tar-raba’ dimensjoni

astronawta vergni mill-hsieb u l-ghelt migbud

minn tubu gdid ta' twemmin gdid kull pass hafif

li naghti jbieghdni ’1 fuq ‘il fuq

f'orbita mieghi innifsi

hawn fuq
ma jasiux it-tnabar ritwali 1i felhu
jnixxfuni skeletru mitruh hawn fuq
koHox hiemed u trasparenti u
jekk hemm alla se nsibu

f'tarf-it-tubu

ipejjep dl-misteri




Mario Azzopardi

lullaby — (lil yevgeny)

orqod fil-fond u oghdos fil-mewg tajjar
tal-holmr trankwill
orqod ibni orgod

int titfaghni taht giljottina ta’ biza’ gdid
u ttagqalli msarni hobbla tweghir
meta tharisli f'ghajnejja
minn fuq il-mitbah tari ta’ jiemek inhoss
il-kundanna miktuba tikwi fuq gbini
ghidli
tarani miftuh berah jew maghlug u mtappan
hgiega bit-trab tarani shun jew biered
jew muntanja silg
tissemma 'l vixxri ta’ qalbi kamra tal-gass
jew minfah pulmuni jhabbtu n-nifs M rrid
inrejgek bih jew mod iehor

orgod fil-fond u oghdos fil-mewg tajjar. ..
izda ghada .
meta x-xemx titwerriclek f’ballun mahruq
tfittix il-kenn taht dawn l-arkati fragli kustilji
mghawwgin hnejjiet tal-gelu rhis
li fughom bnejt
il-kkoppli kumplessi ta’ hajti bi¢c-Cnagen
tal-kompromess
ibni
taranix ggant ghax ggant m'inix
u jekk xi darba l-ass idur imiss lilek
ghad tifhem li jien u int m’ahniex wiehed
ukoll jekk demimi demmek w ghadmi ghadmek .
ukoll jekk noholmok imdawwar bin-narcis tal-wied
nindieghex nitfixkel ma’ gembek.

orgod fil-fond u oghdog fil-mewg tajjar

tal-holm trankwill

orqod ibni orgod
w issa
se nitfi [-bozza biex ma nilmahx
is-sentenza li jilmghu ghajnejk.

17
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versi 270

(imnebbhin mill-muzika ta’ georges moustaki)

wehedna ma’ din l-orkestra vjolini
dal-gbid plektrum fuq kitarra

fruntiera ta’ l-ahrax imkissra bla ruh
inhoss tnixxi qatra lluzorja boé¢a kristalt
ta’ tama w helsien

tilhaqna mewga wara mewga spazmi dubbjuzi
jnixxfulna grizmejna jgherrulna gembejna frofs dalma
titwerre¢ ghajn fghajn
dir-roghda ma’ drieghi din L-ghaxwa
ma’ pxiexen saqajja skeletru spulpjat
dat-tambur kastanjol taht l-arkati ta’ sidri
jfisser xi haga hanini

jew dawl jew alla jew int jew jien

jew rivoluzzjoni jew fjuri tal-lewz

jew valium 2 jew tabernakli ta’ paci

jew neruni jew massakru jew sinforija mhabba
jew hajja jew mnaghas etern jew herga nofs kedda
jew biza’ jew gifa kkakmat

jekk ni¢taqglag fus izaqzaq indur fholma ta’ chagall
huta-ragel akwarjana jew f'moghdija halib iswed
f’lejl ta’ hemda novembrina fl-intestini spazju dlam

wehedna
minn kull rokna minn kull sqag din l-orkestra
ta’ vjolini gbid bil-plekirum fuq kitarra
tanaiizza s-sagrosant b’'mikroskopju
tal-ambigwu
tal-opak
izda ghidli hanini: int ged tisma’ bhali?
ghax int ukoll geghdha tirtoghod
u nifsek maqtugh. ..
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il-libsa tieghek bajda

. u dmugh-il funtana jheddilni ngaxxar mandolina
xoffitha go tieghi inhannen gisimha zaghzugh
l-ghada mill-gdid: il-griz xitwi ta’ jannar
ikeffinni fosdga nistenna mill-gdid.

u Ilibsa tieghek bajda
kancell izagzaq miftuh fic-Cimiteru
u nilmhek fil-kesha tal-mewt fuq zewg
strippi msadda — xoffti taghfas mohhok silg
inhobbok — inhobbok

u llibsa tieghek bajda
tikber ma’ tulek setghetek u dehenek
(u deheni — ghixt bla stagsejt
barrani tieghi innifsi)
“fejn hemm' il-biki u t-thezziz tas-snien”
m’ghandix libsa tat-tieg:
jlemek maghduda
(hrigt minnha w dfintha fguf I-art)

u Ilibsa tieghek bajda
. snien c¢avetta jgarmi¢u f’serratura
u l-bjuda tal-libsa marsusa fil-hgieg
ta' flixkun pilloli tan-nervi ——
il-bjuda tal-genn quddiem limhalief
jahseb ikissirx il-pinna.

Bidla

Caghakiet keshin silg f'metamorfosi

trijanglu t’armonija tlehh bl-impatt tal-verita’,
caghakiet flessibli jinbidlu fi shaba tan-nar
imbaghad f'mument

isiru zewg isdra ta’ vergni
li biesha l-qamar fit-tul u ragad maghha.
bi¢-caghakiet fidi. ..
nitfaghhom wahda wahda fl-iflma u ma jeghrqux
il-bidla titwettaq sal-ahhar dettal
inbus iz-ziffa ghaddejja melliesa
u nifhem.

19
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unfinished suite numru 869

taht gqamar zvergnat bla protesta
il-kuluri shan tal-ewforja taghna ddensu:
fuq ir-rassa samma ta’ rwieh

mitluga jitnieghdu r-restrizzjoni

jaslu jkarwtu l-eki tal-impossibli,

u d-del! jinzel b’sabta xafra misnuna
fuq is-sogfa ntrikati :
jkeffinna mumji f’katakombi bla nifs
(jien u int immutu mitt mewta).

ir-ramel 1i jizZzerzaq minn idi trab xott

ta’ dizilluzjoni

u l-verita’ tal-mument taghqad fuq rasna
hamiema marida tferfer gwinhajha misluha
tokrob l-ennui taghna ndommu z-zibeg tal-holm
i hlogna flimkien,

fl-beit tnin sfukata taht ix-xemx li sawwtitna
taht l-immensita’ tal-muntanji bla hajja
fzaqq-il profondita’ ta’ ’Imijiet jittewbu
f'tarf in-nebha tal-eternita’

titnittef hajjitna ,

medda skeletri b'nofs malja

Hmagadef ta’ daghajsa jokorbu fis-skiet
ir-raghwa qarsa ta’ birra tal-bott

u l-brix ta’ diski jzarzru mheddla

. . . johonqu x-xtajta tar-ramel u d-dmugh.

il-gtar-imluha tal-ilma bahar

mahlul sriebet imdemma’ f’ghajnejna

il-misteru tal-lejl joghstorna mmagni grotteska
u tul it-triq il-pali tal-bajtar
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imxewwka
jtawwlu jdejhom f'minaéé suspettuz.

pizzikanna — inzommu r-ritmu tal-agunija taghna:
seba’ kelmiet minn fuq il-forka —

Pnofs l-ezilju u s-saltna tar-ramel bil-ghatx
fis-sema mgammar fagmi mahzuz

l-epilogu ta’ l-ahhar lejla

i¢c-caghak tal-vulkan ifagga’ mac-Caqlieq ta’ saqajna
tisimghu mahbuba?

idejna jhufu ghall-hatfa

bhal naffara tac-Cawl mimlija bit-tiben imxarrab
inwieznu ma’ spallet xulxin

infittxu l+harba tat-tassew —

izda

fuq din l-entita’ mhaffra s-subkonxju jkompli jsammar

l-imsiemer ippuntati tal-kondoljanzi

tibzax :

intelaq f'dirghajja

u halli 1-hadid tat-tensjoni jdub ghal €ftit

ukoll jekk ghada thossni mitluf jew ’il boghod ukoll
jekk ir-rezha 1i taghlagna f'koppla mtappna
tiffrizana hutiet impotenti wkoll
jekk qgniefed-il mewg jinghu il-mhux-imwettaq
u rwiehna jfaggghu mundéotti tal-ghadam bhal
firkobbet sajjied bicca silg . . .

intelag f'dirghajja sa 'jisbah. '

il-belt tistenna gabel torqod

in-nies tarana nduru fholma bla kulur

izda t-tempesta li thabbat fuq ié-éappetti
tal-ezistenza taghna ma jhossuhiex:
hallihow jinfduna bil-hars

is-sigriet taghna nhalluh marsus ponn iebes
ghalina biss,
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monokromizmi

1. il-laringa tarmi Z-zahar apriljani
u n-nieqa mberfla tibga’ vojta.

2. case history sodda 18 sptar sam luga
tajjara mcéappsa bid-demm - rien ne va plus.

3. qieghda taghfasli fuq l-iskrejjen tal-personalita’ tieghi —
aqgta’ dal-ktajjen invizibbli w hallini nghix.

4. noholmok magenbi — nifsek magtugh u tisghol —
kemm tlabtlek il-mewt jahasra . .. ~

5. il-lozor ta' mhabba naplitana: bieshom il-gamar
bisithom in-nida tal-adulterju.

6. gabadni mill-komma jinghi ghall-sold
izda hallejtu mitfugh ghall-qiegha — imbaghad bkejt.

7. lgherug ta’ qalbi telghuw jixirfu minn sidri ’l barra
gherqu l-gharaq tal-jasar u honqu fgati rjus l-allat
izda galuli 1i l-allat jergghu jfaggsu
wkoll minn gabarhom.

8. il-lejla l-irbit se nhollu bil-vodka u l-lime,

imsiemer

jghib is-shab u tilma’ xemx imdardra
sigra gharwiena niexfa niexfa
sardinella tmejjel rasha

'} isfel

'} isfel

u jien

nilghab b'petala marida
insammar l-imsiemer

twal twal ta’ dmughi

fug l-ghatu ta’ tebut irhis
fuq l-ghatu ta’ tebut.
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pater noster

missierna }i inti fis-smewwiet

insa’ l-imsiemer li taqgbu jdejn ibnek u x-xewk li nifduh
w'erga’ ibaghtu fostna mill-gdid

did-darba ttihx nazzjonalita’ l-aktar minhabba l-kunflitt
gharbi-israelit tibaghtux

russu jew amerikan

l-angas malti

m'hemmx bzonn taghbija mirakli biex nemmnu

w langas gawmien mill-imwiet

bizzejjed iwahhal tabella mal-pavru jew m’ghonqu divin
u nkunu Testi ninkurunawh bil-gizimin

u ndawwrub b’zibeg kull lewn

til is-setgha li jitla’ president jew

segretarju pop tal-gnus maghquda

fehmu biex ivarja s-sess tad-dixxipli

minhabba li jistghu jghadduh b’omosesswali eCéetra
hallih jipnotizza n-nies u jbellghalhom

il-kapsuli tal-imhabba . . .

missierna i inti fis-smewwiet

did-darba mhux se jkun hemm pilati w erodijiet
jikkundanmaw ’! ibnek ghaziz u l-qassisin wisq aktar
mohhhom: filsproblema taé-éelibat

niehdu hsiebu ahna did-darba jekk trid

lesti nkissru l-gotiku-barokk tal-knejjes taghna

u nhalluh jhozzilna l-pjanti ta’ mqades godda
lesti ninxtehtu ndogqulu Ikitarri u s-sitar

u nhalluh isemmghelna l-ahhar fong play ¢elestjali

kollox jilbes kuluri godda

kollox jictéara fil-mirja tad-divin
riflessi ta’ pac¢l jiZzZerzqu mis-sema
l-iljuni jilaghbu mal-hrief

23
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did-darbe ma jkunx hemm aktar forka ghalih
u l-angas stalletti ghal ommu biex ma nimlewx
in-nic¢e¢ bl-istatwi bla bzonn

inhalluh jippresiedi fuq gorti tal-poplu modern
u min imur kontra ibnek nibdluh fi fjura tfuh -

missierna 1i inti fis-smewwiet ikun kif trid int

hawn fl-art — hallieh jerga’ jinZzel 'l ibmek —

jekk ma tafdaniex orbtu

bi spaga twila twila u jekk tara i jergghu jqumu kontrih
igbdu malajr ’il fug jew ibghat ¢orma angli jigbduh jew
il-karru supersoniku t’elija .profeta

imbaghad

lilna hallina hawn isfel

aghfas il-buttuna tad-dlam' jew holl il-ktajjen
taz-zwiemel lesti ghall-harb jew keskes ir-raghad

jew ixhet in-nar jew ibghat dragun b’ghaxar grun

jew ~— hekk ikun

jien mitt elf mewta

jien mitt elf mewta
mitt f'toroq dojoq riha t’urina
w taht saqajn Il-ispekulaturi libsin it- tomna
darba mitt bi protesta :
u rxuxtajt bis-sahha ta’ gurilli suwed
jghajjtu f'orgja ma’ nisa vergni
darb’ohra mitt imnikket u biex qomt
mill-imwiet tmantnejt bil-halib qares ta’ zingara
li sqietni b’passjoni minn sidirha tax-xellug
jlen mitt elf mewta mitt fhabtiet tat-traffiku
mitt taht ix-xafra tal-giljottina
mitt bis-sagramenti u i-ilma mbierek fuq mohhi
u mitt nishet u nahlef mibgheda
mitt bit-tferfir tal-imhabba -
u mitt taht idejn il-kirurgi I ttamaw
jibdluli qalbi
l-ahhar li mitt gajmuni biex jitmawni lwurdien.
imbaghad qaluli tista’ terga’ tmut mill-gdid —
sal-lum ghadni ma smajtx minnhom
izda smajt i qeghdin ihejjuii
bomba tal-hin mac-¢avetta tal-karozza.
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24 xema’ (fgieh il-poeta f'gheluq snienu)

ixeghlu 24 xema’

hallu ¢-¢rieki jizfnu telghin mill-ftejjel-nirien
jilghabu f’dal-maqdes

ta’ dubju w indecizjoni

titfuhomx ilkoll' f’salt —

onfhulthom ftit ftit ha ngasqas
id-dliel u ndur b’subghajja jirtoghdu
maghhom wahda wahda

dawn huma x-xemghat 1i bellawli oppju niexef
u saddewli halqi bil-biZza’ tal-mistogsija

din ix-xema’ fiha riha ta’ mikrofni

fuq il-pulptu jghajjtu mitologija mistika
minghajr konvinzjoni

din dewwbitli I-immagni ta’ min sawwarni
fuq sodda li llum ommi tifrex ghaliha biss
din inharget tgattar il-mhux-mifhum ta’ delitt
kontra wliedi

din bassritli zwiemel ikarkru mewt spiritwali
din sahhnet Zaqgq marti tgila tistenna

fuq l-imsiemer wild mill-gdid

u din gieghda tteptep alla-trianglu (jmeslah sikkina
u jxammeny fug mohhi zibeg tal-gharaq

itfuhomy ftit ftit —

izda din l-ahhar xema’ halluha tteptep
jekk titfu litha .
ma jibgaghlix aktar dawl,
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numru 1100

il-fondi tal-kafe’ selahli msami

ruhi tgaghlet b'lehen-gniepen tqal

jivvibraw ave marija sterjotipata
fuq il-bejt minxura bil-labar tal-ghuda
mahruga b’xemx vjola genitali miexfa
mgargéa mpotenti

tnin ghajjiena x-xemx u filghaxija

nerga’ ntichem kafe’ velenu

u nerga’ nibda ndomm kuruna xewqat fiergha,

paraiellizmi

il-jumr 1i s-sema jqattar xedaq snin imhassra

mmur nigri s-suq tal-belt u nixtrilek gizirana holm.

jekk tqattar xita-molekuli kuluriti

nintelag fl-artab {a’ mewg hafif u merda’ sider huta-mara
il-jum 1i s-shab jinhaleb gezzemani demm

inhaffer gabar biswit dak ta’ missieri

u nfesfes f'widnejh kemm habbejtu — forsi jemmen.
sadattant se nibda nghodd il-jiem .

jekk ghada jisbah

il-poezija fiha riha ta’ mmuffar u ta’ katusi —

ghada terga’ titla’ x-xemx fuqg id-dezert

tahragni mitluf f'xaghri ahmar nar

alla miet — izda jekk ghada jisbah

u hawn fil-bott imsaddad ta’ ruhi nhossu

fingaleb gabirjola fi hmar-il lejl spiritwali

niddalja ‘0’ ghall-emergenza.

vizjeni 22 x

tala’ jitkaxkar mat-turgien tad- dmugh

jibki dinja ta’ mhabba.

is-sistema telghet imgita warajh .

u b'difrejha bicééiera feqghetlu ilma g:hamejh
nagqret imnehirha ssikkat in-nylons
mas-suspender belt
u nizlet ittektek it-tarag tal-wahx.

fit-triq ingassat folja ohra

l-arlogg dagq nofs il-lejt u s-sistema rikbet taxi
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mirage x

minn bejn il-haxix niexef u l-hurrieq
dijadema mxewwka jixirfu

sriep b’zagghom misluha

bizzilla safra ta’ filosofiji jtarrfu
I-hrafa ta’ ghixien bla sinsla

jien
il-battista bla ras fuq lajio tal-lastku
jew san pietru gharwien imgebbed rasu 'l isfel
johlom imaqajjem izziggx fuq ix-xmara
jew naggar gharqan xraba jbagqan il-blat tal-enimmi
izda

lilma 1i lagat mose’ ma nsibux
w l-anqas ma jasal lehen alla
jdawwar top-twenty minn sigra
thaggeg nirien

b’dahri mal-hajt bla nifhem bla nara
nistahba nithaxken wara l-hitan
tal-passivita’
din id-diska ta’ ghogba
fl-gherien-bejtiet ta’ ruhi migrufa
dan in-nifs ta’ ripressjoni...
jasal meg mewg eku ta' fond
bla qies

il-lozor tal-materjali jintnu

bil-process tal-esperjenzi

subghajja jitilghu maghluba

(mohriet gharriex igalleb hamrija w tajn)

u fuq l-ghotjien t'ghajnejja tinzel ié¢aqéaq
bezga mili-glorji tas-sema

is-sriep jimbarmu mill-gdid dijadema fuq rasi
u nerga’ nistenna jidden serduq iehor
ikkastrat.
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baqqga

id-dehra ta’ baqqa m’hix xi haga
straordinarja
izda jum wiehed meta x-xemx kienet tgargaé
’il bitmak tat-trig ta’ fadéata
u n-nies kienet imheddla ééagéaq ghadamha
fuq l-imtierah
din il-bagqa partikulari dehret
fuq is-sedin tad-dunlopillo
b’dijadema ta’ swedija-liliputtjana
u mnixxef hares lejn il-baqqa
u l-bagga harset lejh minaédéuza
taret minn fuq xi xih ghakka jew izZerzqet
heiu helu minn xi goffa minfuha bil-hwejjeg
bla boé¢é¢i tal-kamla jew taret minn fug dahar
kelb imsewwef jew gattus gingri ghama jew
xi suttana hadra hadra ta’ qassis 1i m’ghadux
joffri l-vittma divina jew
jew
izda l-baqga kienet hemm tonfoh bhalkieku marida
bl-azma jew bhall’kieku qalbha mtaqgba
il-baqqa regghet harset lejh din id-darba .
bla sahha u sata’ jilmah ghajnejha mzelgin
bid-dmugh i jibku l-bagq
fl-4.15 precizi l-baqga bbieset u keshet silg
kinisha bil-pala farfar is-sedin u libes overall bajda
lil martu ma qallha b’xejn izda sallum
ghadu johlom bil-bagqa s-sewda taghsar ghajnejha
u tonfoh ghajjiena l-ahhar nifs.

notturn

vjoiin ihanxar se jmut

cooker tal-gass (jew qabar talakomun)

“imma x’int taghmel” — (ni¢éassa) — mel’ejja”

int ma tistax tifhem — ma tistax
hlomt b’kadavru wieqaf imkeffen fil-gvieret tad-dota
cempilli 43119 w’ghidli jekk sibtx
il-mistrieh ta’ dejjem.
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“fioss polz idi”

darba kien hemm adam u eva gharwenin u eva gqalet lil adam
ara x'tuffieha din Jove igdem biex issir alla

darba kien hemm omm vergni li mr’afitx ragei u tqalet
darba kien hemm alla i qaghad gallerija w baghat 'l ibnu
jissallab f'massakru divin -— u darba

kien hemm jien nonfoh got-trumbetti tal-hazen u t-tjicba
nghaqqad il-wiehed mal-iehor
— nittift il-petali taé-Cahda

stagsejt:
fgufi t-tqala tad-dnewwa? u l-hlas id-dmija tal-mewt?
“ibni fittixni”
(d-dublett imtalla’ w kuxtejha barra)
“hoss polz idi”

darba kien hemm nannti w qaltli issa niehdok bambin
ghand santu nuzzu u s-superjur jaghtik santa sabiha
(reddajtli bomblu gideb u Ilum id-dawl

li hlomtok fih jinsab marsus got-tubi tan-neon

jew fjamma tieptep batija f'magdes mudlam)

“ibni fittixni”
(tinsab f'maija bla fuq? fil-kamra tal-eku
tal-love affair? filfriex ta’ gahba marida?
fl-istonku minfuh ta’ min bil-guh?)
“ibni fittixni”
(ghajn ta’ mhabba u gustizzja l-ahhar gatra
ta’ demmek tajtilna -mnalla hemm il-bank tal-
kavallieri taht is-swar)
“fittixni fid-dlam tal-gherien”

ahfirli — mijopiku kif {jien ma nitferfirx
sadattant se nerga’ ndoqq it-trumbetti
fit-toroq tal-babilonja — ego sum pauper......
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DIES IRAE

Wara I-bahh tal-vojt
il-mili ta’ kollox.

Wara x-xejn ta’ kulhadd
il-hafna tal-ftit.

Wara l-hakma ghakkiesa
I-ghajta mahnuga.

Wara n-nixfa ghatxana
il-gelgul tad-demm:.

Ma’ nzul ix-xemx ——
ix-xejn ta’ kulhadd,
u l-bahh ta’ kollox!

DIES ILLA

mistogsija u twegiba
minn kull twegiba mistoqsija ohra
loghba tal-ping pong

xi jkun is-sewwa?
pilatu qal dsatax-il mitt sena ‘ilu

pilatu gal il-bierah ighid illum ighid ghada
ahfrilhom ghax ma fafux xX’inhuma jaghmlu

kif jistghu jekk angas biss jafu x’iridu?
jistagsu — jinfixlu — jithabblu
sa jghibu skantatj
fil-ljieli zvergnati
bl-ossignu mifqugh

id-dud jilghab ta’ muntanjier
'mma l-istagun qasir
u kull gholja ssir hofra dalwaqt
boqgq boqq...bogqq boqq...
(aktar tard)
il-hemda tal-mistrieh
il-mistrieh tal-hemda
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‘BEAT’

Awl-il-lejl l-ewwe] tas-sena d-diskoteka
tal-***, Ob-la-di Ob-la-da. Il-hoss
tal-Beatles isaltan fuq il-hamba

u tisker il-generazzjoni ‘beat’

fis-saltna ta’ l-aljenazzjoni

minn dinja mostru mekkanizzat,

ghall-ugigh u l-insomnja

— pilloli rigment,
ghall-ksieh xitwi jxoqq l-ghadam

— spirti bhal gelgul,
ghad-dwejjaq vojt tal-hajja

— ‘haxixa’ u ‘beat’
tghoddhom flimkien jekwaw

— ALJENAZZJONL

Mela, kulhadd icapcap. Ob-la-di Ob:la-da.
Fernezija ta’ gbiz, ¢aglieq, dawrien,
gegwigija ta’ rjus, saqajn, idejn,

duhhan u dlam, dlam u duhhan,

u dwal fosforexxenti (hodor homor vjola blu)
ilsna tilghin jinbarmu bejta sriep ta’ l-orjent,

‘beat’ — rvell
‘beat’ — kultura
‘beat’ — aljenazzjoni

Dhul lura fil-guf,
jew kankru tal-mohh?

LILEK

Inhobbok ghalli int.
Nobghodok ghalli ghamilt -
minni: ghasfur f’'gagga
nghin ghall-berah.
Tva, aghtini l-imhabba —
aghtini ukoll il-liberta’.
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L-GHEFIERED TAL-WIED

Ma, ghad li mejta, lilek biss ghandi,
mieghek biss nista’ nitkellem.
Ma, fissirli dil-holma.
Hlomt:

kont ghaddej wahdi
ghajnejja merfughin lejn l-gholjiet
iljuni ihammru fil-boghod.
Mill-wied feggu ghefiered
li Zammewni minn riglejja;
u waqqghuni u redghuni,
u meta qomt, regghu waqqghuni
u regghu redghuni — ghal seba darbiet.
Meta fl-ahhar ghebu,
hallewni ghaxi grottlu fl-art.
Domt hafna hekk.
Meta stejgert, ilmaht ) o
naffara sewdiena bil-mingel leqgien.
Harset lejja u dahkitli dahka flieli fiieli:
“Jghidu 1i jiena kiefra, imma ahjar jiena minnhomi”
Stagsejtha: “Dawk ......... min kienu?”
Bi twegiba, dahka ohra flieli flieli,
imbaghad: “Dawk gensek!”
Ma, x’riedet tfisser in-naffara sewdiena bil-mingel leqgien?

HOLMA

S—a—t—a~—n—a,

rajtek ghaddej gharqan xraba qalb frieghi
imdendla ta’ gonna spazjali

tixxabbat mal-qamar u tqalleb l-irwiefen

u x-xemx fidejk flok toréa tixghellek it-triq.
Rajtek tishet u ssabbat u tonfoh u tidghi
ghajnejk homor vessuvju snien horod imxellfin,
Rajtek tghajjat lil Alla u lehnek jixxejjen
tistenna twegiba u jasal biss l-eku.
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Mahfra?  Sfida?
Xtaqt naf x’ridt, 'mma jien biss bniedem —
l-ispirti ma nifhimhomx!

Naf biss li rajtek tgalleb spazju shih

bi grad ta’ genn jixhed id-disprament;

imbaghad bzaqt daghwa hoxna li reghdet is-smewwiet
u rgajt mnejn gejt.

S—a-—t—a—n—a,
wara das-snin kollha ghadek ma tghallimtx?
Tridha ta’ Alla u taghmel bhall-bniedem!

U RMEWHA TAHT IS-SUR

Qatghuli, hanini, bi¢¢a minn gerzumti

u rmewha taht is-sur;

li rmewha f'raba’ saqwi ma jimporta xejn,
ghax setghet nibtet gizimina

u nithallas bid-djamant ta’ tbissimtek.
Imma fl-ghera tal-fondoq tal-wied

il-bi¢¢a ghoddha nitnet......

Hawn, wahdi, fil-wahx ta’ kamarti,
id-demm hiereg lava mill-bokka tal-gerha.
Ftit iehor u jien hawn / ftit iehor

u m’inhix. Ghandi hajra nsejjahlek

u nitolbok biééti lura, 'mma nibza

jekk jagbduna lilek itarrfu wkoll.
Ghalhekk, stabar, u minnhom la tibzax.
Meta demmi jasal hdejhom

jikwilhom qighan riglejhom;

imbaghad, inti tkun hielsa -~

titpaxxa bil-gizimin,
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TESTMENT

Meta n-nifs jibda jaghfas fug l-ahhar pulmun,
u bajtra tinfaga’ setghet Mammona,
u tinxef l-ghagla mignuna tal-hajja
f'ghajnejja mdardrin —
la tibkinix, ghaziza tieghi,
ghalija twarradx dmugh,
ghax jiena vijaggatur!
Tiftakar dak il-lejl fl-ajruport
meta bistni u tbissimtli imnikkta
ghax quddiemi sena studju f’art imbieghda?
Erg’ hekk, ghaziza tieghi,
tbissimli u busni — biss,
did-darba tistenninix,
did-darba 1-vjagg twil......

Le, le, la tibkinix, ghazZiza tieghi,
ghax l-ghada jarga’ jzernagq,
u wara l-hlas tad-difna t-taxxa,
u wara lkenn tan-niket il-madmad ta’ l-ghajxien.
Ghalhekk, dmugh xejn, ghaziZza tieghi,
hadd wara hadd ma jieqaf:
dik hi I-ligi t’Alla,
ix-xejra tan-natura —
u xX-xewqa tieghi.

STGARRIJA

Iva, inhobbok,

ghad li ma nafx infhemek kif -

ghalhekk tistagsinix.

Ghalxejn ingajjem mill-imwied
xmux-gmura-kwiekeb ha nkejjel seher gmielek:
xeiret imhabbti tahrab kull xebh

mirfus miz-zarbun taz-Zmien.
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Ghalhekk la tistagsix ghaliex u Kif,
oqghod fuq din il-kelma ‘nhobbok’,

Ukoll f'waqtiet oskuri meta mieghi o
ma rridekx; ukoll meta ma’ ohra f’art
imbeghda narda’ l-ghasel ta’ ftit jiem.
Iva, inhobbok — mhux tieghi l-imhabba
bil-fwieha tal-balzmu u r-roza tal-ward,
mhux tieghi it-trig wietja, dubji xejn,
‘'mma l-moghdija kollha hofor u tharbit:

Fit-toroq ta’ haijti,

tuni l-ghatx u tuni x-xewk — -basta
kultant nieqaf inserrah......

u fejn nieqaf ikun hemm int.

‘MAKE LOVE NOT WAR’

Is-Sajf il-Hadd wara l-ikel.

L-Ghadira mizbla bil-fdal tal-hobz,
Bjafra mhemmx logma wahda;

Bjafra qed imutu bil-guh,

L-Ghadira qed imutu biz-zina:

guvintur gisimhom bronz, hbub ghajnejhom kobri,
kull tfajla mdendlin m’'ghonqha zewg tabelli,
wahda “la tiznix”, l-ohra turi xkaffa —
ir-Religjon u s-So¢jeta’.

U fejn hu l-bniedem,

fejn int int,

u fejn jien jien?

Vietnam, Bjafra, Lvant Nofsani,

Luther King u I-Kennedys,

minn Stanleyville ghal Pinkville,
Humanae Vitae, strajkijiet,

taxxi, nepotizmu — ej naharbu

minn din-nassa u nfittxu l-helsien

go l-gherien minn tax-xaghri — tridx
inwahhlu gwenhajn tat-tajjar

u nintelqu fil-wied tal-p(upi)illoli

fejn il-lejl m’ghandux tbexbix?

Jew ahjar —

ej’ ninhabbu taht il-palma tal-bajtar.
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BALLATA 69

Mengiet demm minn griehi horox — irrid
nara l-ghajjun — ifthuli ha narahom —

50 mil fis-siegha
dirghajha dwar qaddu
rasha fuq spalitu

Wic¢c¢ha grottesk fejn kien afrodisjajk:

Medusa minn Medea f’burraxka ta' mument.

Li t-trig gharfitha ahjar ...... imm’issa x'jiswa? -
Il-hajja piramida ta’ ipotesi,

xejn cert hlief il-mewt.

60 mil fis-siegha
xuxitha fghajnejh
il-mewt f'imnifsejh

Kont nafha — sabiha, hajjitha il-frugha.
Bosta dawk 1i daqu l-benna ta’ gisimha
fuq soddt in-natura fi ljieli hawhin;
ahhari dan il-kobba

hdejn mutur magsum taht hajt.

80 mil fis-siegha
bil-mewt fimnifsejh
I-irmied ponn fghajnejh

Nafu ukoll; Zmien gabel kien gal lil habibi:
“Inhobbha, iva nhobbha,

nagsmilha mohhha

nwahhlilha xemgha

u naduraha”,

Ihobbha — u issa bhala rahan

tar-rabta taghhom ma’ xulxin,

demmhom flok ¢rieket......

Mir-Rabat sal-Belt,
mhemmx sigra wahda tinghi!
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RITRATT I

Is-Sajf is-Sibt fil-ghodu l+Cafe’ Premier
taht umbrella taé-iCiarrzano.‘

Mhux is-sema ikhal nir w rrakkmat tajjar,
mhux Vittorja xwejha gwejda harstha l-paéi,
mhux tal-banda militari leku jnin,

mhux il-valzit fuq il-gwienah talhamiem —
l-isbah dehra ta’ dalghodu, ir-riglejn

somor u twal ta’ turigta skandinava,

Kwarta tikteb kartolina;
meta ntebhet bharst l-irgiel
damet siegha ssoff Solera.

RITRATT |l

Wahdi — le, mhux wahdi —

ahna t-tnejn — jien u l-bahar:
is-skiet tal-bahar prizma tas-serhan,
is-skiet tal-bahar iwellidni gdid.

Qasbtejn il boghod,

ninfi u najadi, fawn u satiri,
jizzabru fuq ramel bla fidi
taht xemx ta’ l-azzar.

Tixxennaq,
f'tarf il-baija,
tfajla solitarja 1li n-natura bniet addocé.



40 analizi '70

DIN L-ART HELWA,
DIN L-ART LI ALLA TANA

Int sabiha, O Malta taghna,
Mhux ghax Malti nfafifirek jien,
Isemmuk I-Inglizi kollha

Li ged jixtru kullimkien.

(b'apologija lil G.A. Vassallo)

Gurnali mizghuda b’ittri anonimi,

Protesti u Imentj fkolonni bla ghadd;
Il-ghala bla isem, bhal igema bla rjus? -
Il-ghala le tghoddhom, bhar-ramel! tax-xtut?

Kun af li Malta zghira u l-ghajn li tixrob

minnha iddardarha ma jagbilx — “Kulhadd

ghandu d-dritt ghal-liberta’ i jzomm

I-opinjoni tieghu u li jfissirha ...”

F'demokrazija w’ghandniex process tac-¢corma u m’ghandniex
Siberja — “Dik hekk imsejha Demokrazija mhix hlief Kapitalizmu.”

liema wahda, wi¢é jo rgejjen?
nofs-in-nhar jew tramuntana?
lein ii-lvant jew il-punent?
¢ama Cama ... rgejjen gie ...
Viva d-Demokrazija:

3 ijiem kull 5 snin!

Fl-Amerika fadlilhom Kennedy iehor x’jiskuntaw. U Mao,
i-Yangste tghid ighumha dis-sena? (jekk iva, 'rfawli ktieb).
Wara I-Indipendenza nibnu Malta ahjar — “giddibin,
giddibin, tradituri, giddibin” (minn Voznesensky

ma naghmlux Pasternak iehor?) — hallik

mill-igganti, u aghti widen lit-tliet leprekoni taghna.

Fil-mitjar HaldLuga:

dichel it-Trident bis-settlers Inglizi
(agenti tal-bini b’kuntmatti f'idejhom),
hiereg il-Qantas b’Maltin emigranti
(qraba mbikkija bl-imkatar m’ghajnejhom),
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L-ewwel laggha, l-ahhar tislima, addio u hello.

Mr. Livingstone, 1 presume? Iktbilna malli tasal. Selluli ghaz-zija
Cetta, U ghan-nannu Sidor. I left the Board in session. The
property boom’s bound to spiral further. Ibni Gorg, kif se thalli-
ni! Kif se tagsamli qalbi! Tghidx hekk, ma. Ma, tghidx hekk.
We'll have to buy them off, then. I assure you, Government here
is most cooperative. Oqghod kwieta Pawl, dak ghad jigi lura
sinjur. X’jogghod jaghmel haw’ bla xoghol? We’re bringing a lot
of money into the country. Hu jigi imma lili ma jsibnix. Ara,
Lel, huduha 'l hemm, morru xarrbulha wiécha....

Sun and limestone everywhere,
djar, vilel kullimkiers,

(imm’ ghall-gharajjes fein?)
want a place in the sun?
show us your money ...

you can have one!

Ghax litha, Mulej,

bl-oghla dawl libbist ...

Malta fil‘Lsien u 1-Qalb

Malta Maltija!

EPIGRAMM 4

Gurnal kapitalist is-sena kollha

jghin u jkattar il-bejgh t'artna ’l barranin;
kull hames sena bl-elezzjoni maghna
dwar il-vot erhilu jwissi lill-Maltin.

EPIGRAMM 5

U Kutznetsov harbilhom, u tkazaw
ta’ Malta hielsa I-pampaluni
bil-wahx tal-KGB -~ u s-CID
fil-Manoel? Tghid x’kienet ir-raguni?

(Epigramm 1 deher fi ‘‘Kwartett”,
epigrammi 2—3 dehru f'*‘Antenni’’)
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DISKORS TAL-MEXXEJ TA’ MALTOPJA
FIL-HAMSIN ANNIVERSARJU TA’ L-GHOTI
TA’ L-INDIPENDENZA HIP HiP HOORAY!

Gheziez huti maltopjani ... .
(kliem fieragh, intens) . .
Qatt “hekk tajba ma messitkom!
(statistic, gbid)

..... imbaghad (ghax kull wi¢¢ ghandu
r-rgejjen u kull zewg il-fart) -

jekk bosta affarijiet ma sehhux skond il-weghdiet,

jekk sikwit Ighabtha lat-frux ghal Imenti ma jinghaddux

jekk ta’ gewwa maxtru sewwa '

u ta' barra ghall-istalla ... -

jekk dan u aktar gara, jekk kliemi ghaddejtuh,

m'ghemili kejjiltuh, u sibtu I-jjem maghduda,

din biss difiza tieghi,

din biss nghid lill-migemgha:

Aghdruni,

mhux jien nahti —

tanti s-Sistema!

Mulej, miskin il-bniedem —
ghaliex hlagtu hekk zghir?
Fil-kurituri ta’ l-izmna,

kemm se ndumu fl-ghar sewdieni?
Ma nochorgu qatt fid-Dawl?

KOMUNIKAZZJONI

Habib, meta jkollna ¢ans,

niggfu nifhmu ’1 xulxin.
Dis-sena?

id-diehla?

Xi darba?

Qatt?

Min jaft Biss, meta jkollna -¢ans,
niegqfu nifhmu. 'l xulxin,
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ILLUM L-ISTABBILIMENT

Ium I-Istabbiliment zelag f'qoxra ta’ banana u faga’ rasu mat-tarf
tal-bankina.

Ahmar dragun ferfer id-demm taht xemx iljunfant sa nfirex fuq
il-hmieg impastat tal-hamiem. . ‘

ILlpup ta’ l-ghogda gewwenija kissru snienhomr quddimin, u n-
newwieha skjaraw rubhom Trig Irjali dudu iswed tal-harir.

Wieqgfa xirfet il-parilia minn taht ix-Xatba Rjali, giraffa 1~korteo
pompuza id-difna fid-dell taé-Cipress.

U l-ghada hadniha ahna il-ganpiena ta’ 1-Istat, ahna fit-tul halliema
ta’ gawmien intellettwali,
U '’} Mulej izzejna hajr (Te Deum Laud‘amuso u li nagdu l-poplu
hlifna, i xejn hMef nagdu l-poplu,
U xhieda ta’ dir-rieda l-ewwe! bandu hrigna:
min ghandu hafna ahmar
irid jaghti ftit- mill-fimura
biex hekk inwieznu I-isfar
biex hekk intaffu s-sfura

U l-pitghada waslet ittra li bdiet hekk: “Gheziez siniuri ta’ l-Is-
tabbiliment  il-Gdid .

Fl-Assemblea waqghet hemda u kul‘l wicé sfar 1mbaghad hamba 1i
twahhax, kull ras daghdigha demm u ssemmew il-kara-kiri,

Semm Sokrate, xablet Brutu, lifghet Kleo — kull wahda twaqga’
l-ohra u deéizjoni xejn .

(Mhux 1i kien l-Istabbiliment :L—Qadlm\ dik il-karfa ta’ banana raha
u gqabizha flok rifishal)

Ghad kemm daqqu J-hdax u d-diwi ta’ l-arlogg xfafar qaqtghu
1-lejl.

Ma’ l-ahhar tokk tat-tnax jaslu z-zwiemel suwed — ah, lente lente
currite, noctis equil

U ahna mummji madwar mejda Ikoll hosbiena kif ninhallu minn
dil-bixra.

Imma l-mohh Kkif jista’ jahseb jekk il-vini keshin silg?
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TFITTXIJA

Ghaziza, illejla tistennimix.
Illejla nixtieqni wahdi:

irrid innazza' Mli nnifsi

minn, kull dragun-alla H rifisli
l-helsien u ghaffigli il- jien

Irrib insib mill-gdid il-jien .
il-jien jien,

mhux il-jien illi ghagnuni.

Ghathekk, ghaziza, hallini nimrah

qalb ghenieged ta’ iviet u lejiet

} hongitni bihom: soc¢jeta’ burokratika

fisemy il-Qdusija u d-Demokrazija.

Ma’ l-inpjurant ma nghoddx u ma nghoddx ma’ l-gharef,
mas-sinjur ma nghoddx u ma nghoddx mal-fqir,
mal-hazin ma nghoddx u ma nghoddx mat-tajjeb,
mal-homor ma nghoddx u ma nghoddx mal-kohal,
la jien ma’ dawn u la ma’ dawk.

Min jien? U ma’ min nghodd?

X’jien naghmel fil-griz oskur tas-solitudni?

Ghaliex l-izolament fost il-migemgha?

Il-ghala din l-istmerra ghall-konforma tas-Sistema?

Nibga’ gzira ma nistax ——

biex nghix hemm bZonn ta’ astmu

ma’ dawn/ma’ dawk ..., hawnhekk/hemmhekk ...
‘mma kif nista’ jekk narahom frosta t-tnejn?

Llama sabachtani?

Min abbandunani?

Jien abbandunajtU?

Abbandunajthom jiena?

U hekk nibga’ nhewden u nfittex il-jien.
Il-jien jien,
Mhux il-jien illi ghagnuni,
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LONDRA, INHOBBOK!

Londra, inhobbok!

Ghaddej minn trigatek kollox ikellimni,

Tenur il-ksieh, supran is-silg,

u é-épar farfett il-lejl ghandu ghanjietu wkoll

Londra, inhobbok!

Ghaddej minn trigatek inhcsslok il-polz
itektek ma’ hbit galbi.

Londra — namrata w gawsalla,

belt polari (bhali) — inhobbok!

Kull sajf iehor nitla’ nserrah £'gufek kosmopolitan
minn dal-giri ta’ grieden hekk imseljah ‘hajja’.
Londra, belt iebsa, belt gadima, °

ghannagni u mlini bil-kobor ta’ gawwitek,
ilgaghni w agsam mieghi l-estasija talhelsien.
Londra, namrata u gawsalla,

inhobbok!

FUQ GHOLJIET DINGLI

Mitologiku l-ghabex fuq l-gholjiet Dingli.
Mifrud mit-thewdin u t-twerdin tas-Seklu
Ghoxrin, nisthajlu hrafa minn EIf Lej} u Wiehed:
ilrgamar ximitarra bla maqgbad,

kampnar imqareb jixxabbat fuq gholja,
ganpiena lubiena tinbex is-skiet ...

Max-xefaq blati mithna wara mithna tar-rih,

il boghod, f'moghdija sserrep bejn hitan tas-sejjieh,
hmar, bidwi, karettun —

fdal ta’ Malta antika, ...

“The industrial deadlock continued today ...”
Nitfi r-radju, kull hoss jghib,

u ninza’ minn fuqi is-seklu tar-rghib,
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KANTALIENA

Li int kont trilja ridt inkun sajjied,
Li int kont tajra ridt inkun nassab,
Li <nt sirena ridt inkun c¢entawru,

Li int Eskalibur ridt inkun-Arturu.

or

Li int kont saqgaf ridt inkun ix-xriek,
Li int rummiena ridt inkun sajjetta,
Li int ¢umbina ridt inkun it-trajbu,

Li int il-qamar jien Apollo XI.

La int tad-demm u l-laham,
Jien kuntent kif jien ——
Dment i mhabbti u mhabbtek
Norbtuhom flimkien.

LAAM

crqgod fanini orqod
u waqt li inti rieqda
niktiblek poezija
kif tqum ghada filghoduw
tizunlek fug I-imhadda;
kif tqum ghada filghodu
jiena nkun il boghod
orqod hanini orqod -
u issa li int rieqda
nikteb il-poezija
ghandek fi vrusha ssib
whux gmamar u nirien:
ii-hlewwa ta' mhabbitna
mistrieh sahha u sliem
orgod hanini orqod
u issa Vghadek riegda
u lesta l-poeziia
nohrog inkisy inkisg —
bhal tas-Sinfonija!
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XINHOBB X’MA NROBBX

Inhobb il-Hajja li kuljum tahrabli

Ma nhobbx id-Dubju u kuljum nghum fih.
Inhobb il-Flus ghaliex inhobb inghix,

U I-flus ghad i mhux I-ghajn huma I-muftieh.

Irhobb il-Verita’ u nibqa’ infittixha,

Ghax ghad it ghalxeijn hemwr l-ghixien fit-Tfittxija.
I1-Biza’ nobghod, nobghod ¢ehda l-armi,

Ghaliex fil-biza’ u fi¢-éehda hemm miit mewt.

Iraobb il-bidwi #li ghcddu ghab; nobghod -
Lil-ispekulatur ballottra tal-kampanja,

Inhiob M} din l-art helwa, vergnet missierijietna,
Noixghod lil din J-art gahba, paljazza tal-barran.

Inhobb il-Helsien wiesgha, ma nhobbx ir-Rabta dejqa,
Inhobb Sincerita’, nobghod l-Ipokrisija,

Bejn il-bnedmin }-Imhabba, mhux Ghira u Korruzzjoni: -
Qtar nida mad-difluviu — u htieg 1-Anestesija.

Inhobb it-tfajliet sbieh u friski bhac-¢irasa,
Joghkorni min il-hazen jarah bisg fis-Sess.
Irhobb il-Gustizzia u jimbuttani 1-Qorti
Fejn tfittex gustizzja u jgannuk bil-Ligi.

Inhobb il Kristu nhobb it-taghlim tieghu
Minkejja I-blata ghajjiena Kristjanezmu,

U fl-ahharnett inhobb lif minn ihobbni,

Nahfer lil minn joghbodni, u naghder lili nnifsi.

SNAPSHOT

Mum stesnbaht froggha hin mhux soliu
u sibt dinja i gatt ma kont nafha.
Ghadnij ¢'isca ma mafx jekk kienx il-leji
jew kienx il-jum — imm’ghadni

s’'issa mfawwar bil-melodija

u bil-kulur tar-roggha hin mhux sol*u
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HSIBUJIET FUQ STIL HAJKU

(Numri 1—2 dehru f’*‘Antenni’’)

3. Ghalik ghanjieti;
jekk ma tilqgaghhiex, ghalxejn
nissokta nghannd.

4. Inti J-primula,
nektar xufftejk grollija,
jiena n-nahla.

5. Alpi, Pirinej ...
fost kemm rajt gholjiet, tieghek
I-isbah, mahbuba.

6. Xenqati tielgha
mal-kolonnar ta’ riglejk
ghat-tabernaklu.

7. KXmaret imhabbti -
tfawwar sa tinfirex fik,
o Celta tieghi.

8. Dags il-gawsalla,
il-glorja taz-zghozija,
U daqgsha ddum.

9. Mietet il-warda;
u dbielet il-hajja ghat
min habb il-warda.

10. Hobb ir-Rebbiegha —
biss ftakar stagun wiehed
sena ma jaghmilx,
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Mulej, ahfirli,
honquni z-zewg allat:
is-sess w lflus.

Mulej, aghdirni,
kelli naharbek — tghid ghad
nergghu niltagghu?

Frisk is-shab abjad:
fil-ftuh t'ghodwa maltija,
muntanji tas-silg!

Mulej, ma nifhmekx;
nara x-xefaq ihammar,
u nhossni mieghek,

Mulej, ma nhobbokx,
ingimek ta’ Assolut —
hekk mhux bizzejjed?

Siegha saifija;
wahdi nhewdery fug il-blat
ix-xejn ta’ hajti.

Mulej, harisni;
id-dghajsa tieghi ¢kejkna,
ibhratek wesghin.

Mhux fid-duttrina;
fil-melh ta’ dmugh il-kotra,
insib lil Alla.

Felukka pagun
f'bahar kristall; urugan -
fejn hi I-felukka?

49



o
[=]

21.

22,

24.

25.

27.

Analizi-'70

Fejn marru, o fejn,
id-dighajjes tal-latini?
Outboards biss baga’.

Mhux max-xtut xeltrin,
jingharaf il-bdot tajjeb:
fl-oéejan fieragh.

Burckrazija:
agunija mistmerra
dags l-emikranja.

L-Istabbiliment:
rasu ippopotamu,
idejh garnita,

Il-haqq ghad jasak
fil-hamisa u ghoxrin siegha,
fit-tlettax-il xahar.

Popiu bla sinsla!
Hajtu fil-garr jghaddiha,
bhal f'barumbara.

Xitwa bla xita;
tinghi mahnuqa r-raba’,
jinghu il-bdiewa.

Xitwa bla xita;
kollox gerrief is-sema,
x'jinkeddu 1-bdiewa!

Inhobbhom, iva,
it-toroq twal u dritti;
izda biex insugq.
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Suldati mgarrfa:
sigar mix-xemx mahruga —
bhar-rieda tieghi.

Ighid i~habsi:
‘Gham-lieli l-avukat!’
X’ighid il-mejjet?

L-ghajnejn imxajtna
fis-Seli Portrait ta’ Van Gogh —
widintu kienet?

Ewropa mtiappna
fkurituri mirja silg:
Malta kcibba nar.

Fis-sajf ta’ Malta
tinharaq in-Natura;
thgE i-bikin.

Bkiet il-bulula;
bil-biza’ 1i tfixkitha,
siktet ix-xita.

Sigar tac-Cipress:
pagodi hadranin fuq
ogbra mahlubin.

Lapis ittemprat,
karta kahla s-sema:
kampnar ta’ knisja.

Qamar pitirross,
sema minjiera faham,
kwiekeb barbazzal.
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Og ver jm'ggieri

Twieled il-Furfana fl-1947. Studja lis-Semi-
narju Minuri u Magguri u fl-Universita' fejn fI-
1968 gie l-ewwel fil-kors tal-B.A. Awtur ta’
poeziji, essays ta’ xejra soéjali u filosofika, u
studji kritici letterarji dwar kittieba maltin, utiud
minnhom imxandrin fl-antologiji, tuq ir-Redif-
fusion u I-M.T.V. Ko-awtur tal-ktieb ta' poeziji
“Dhiahen fl-imhufi’’ (1967) u awtur ta' traduz-
zjonijiet mil-Latin u I-Ingliz Ii hargu fpamphlets,
kif ukoll ta’ ghadd ta' innijiet liturgiéi. L-editur
kulturali ta’ “lI-Qawmien’”, Kkorrispondent regu-
lari f'gurnali ohrajn, u I-kittieb u I-prezentatur
tal-programm *‘Beat u Letteratura’ fuq ir-Redif-
tusion. Ighallem il-Malti u I-Filosofija fi skola
sekondarja. Assistent Segretarju tal-Moviment
Qawmien Lelterarju. Bhalissa qieghed jahdem
fuq zewg kotba ta’ kritika.
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VERSI

U llum li ghadni bniedem minghajr hajja
kif kont fl-imghoddi, jekk inhares lura
nara d-dell tieghi kif pingieh haddiehor
ghalija.

Mela ifhimni, Il-Bierah tieghi
hu kwadru mzelleg bhall-arti moderna
t'artist 1i m’huwiex jiena.

Qaluli nemmen fija nnifsi w nahseb
1i jiena ridt li sar u xejn ma gara
minghajr il-volonta’,

U kif emmint tfajt harsti 'l fuq quddiemi
biex ninsa l-mostru iswed t'ghoxrin sena
jitkaxkar wara dahri.

Izda f’ghajnejja bdejt inhoss jahragni
in-nar tax-xemx u d-dlam jikber madwari.

L-GHAJTA TAL-MIBEGHDA

Habib, min ]ghld H f’qalbu ghandu tahraq
l-imhabba ghalik, temmnux. L-imhabba ssibha
fil-qabar ‘mohbi meta l-weghda fiergha

tintesa w ma tinZzilx fid-dinja tieghek.

Habib, min jheddek 1i ghalik minn galbu
trid tohrog il-mibeghda, emmnu. Hajtek
ma tmutx gabel ma b’siequ jikteb ismek
bid-demm ta’ sidrek shun fit- txab Ghax kliemu
ma-. ]1dhaq bhadd.

L-ilsien u 1-galb iduru
f’dinjiet imbieghda. Emmen jew itghallem!
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MILIED TIEGHI

Qaluli 1i twelidt eifejn sena ilu
Mulej, imhabba fija.

Possibbli mhabba fija?

Qaluli 1i gibt mieghek l-idejali
tal-liberta’ u ta' l-imhabba umana,

U jien fittixthom l-idejali tieghek
fil-volonta’ u l-intellett li tajtni.
Izda madwari gamu l-hlejjaq bhali
u «qalu li twelidt imhabba fihom,
Tassew, Mulej?

Jien bdejt nixtieq u rrid. Hassejtni nikber
u emmint kulma qaluli.

Izda issa
i I-kobor tieghi waga’ bejn is-swaba’
ta’ bniedem iehor 1i jixtieq u jifhem
aktar mill-volonta’ u l-mohh li tajtni,
kif nista’ nibga’ nemmen fl-idejali
tal-liberta’ u ta’ l-imhabba umana?

Xi nghid? Ghamejt jew waqghu l-idejali?
Ma nafx. Ma nahti xejn. Jien issa haga
titkaxkar kemm jixtieq u jrid iz-Zmien.
Hajti nistenna.

...... Qed jghidu 1i ]-Milied jum il-helsien.
Tassew, Mulej?
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IL-MEWT INDIFFERENTI
Ghaliex, mahbuba, qieghda tahseb fija?

Jien qatt ma kont fil-mohh uman li riedni
inkun kif irrid jien. Inti tifhimni

ghaliex ma tafx li l-ezistenza tieghi
gieghda tinhela b’'mod artifi¢jali
bhall-bozza ta’ l-elettriku 1i titlef

ma’ kull minuta d-daw! safrani.

Inti
ghada tintebah 1i jien ili niezel
kuljum f’qabar il-mewt indifferenti.

Nahseb ahjar 1i tibda tmut minn kmieni
ma’ kull éaqlieqa goffa 1i ti¢caqlag
il-minutiera hoxna

ta’ l-arlogg kbir li jdogqq fit-tarag taghna,
milli teghreq fix-xejn bil-mewt ta’ darba.

Ahjar, ahjar ma tibgax tahseb fija.
Izd’ibga’ hdejja biex f'dil-mewt kontinwa
tghallimni x’inhi 1-hajja ghal min jghixha.

Imbaghad ghid lil kulhadd li ghext ghalija,

KONVERZJON! TA’ MUMENT

Habib emminni. Il-bierah gewwa s-sikta
ta’ l-ahhar siegha gbadt fuq hajt imghobbi
b’fantazmi ta’ lIrimghoddi d-dell tal-bniedem
i ridt naharbu u baqga’ jigri wrajja
dsatax-il Marzu.

Int bhali, Hrabt u ghadu
jitkaxkar taht spallejk jitbandiu. II-Kruha
fuq gbini lbierah gratli r-rebha taghha
sa l-ahhar nifs imxarrab.
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Hsieb. Triq ohra,
Neqirdu l-antikrist li ried jghollina
fuq it-tigrib gadim tal-kobor. Ninzlu
mir-ramel gholi. Fina nsibu I-bniedem
minghajr id-dell li ma sehetx il-bqgija
matul tlieta w tletin Dicembru kiesah,

FIRDA

Bhal vlegga li mahruba tohrog tigri

kif thoss tinhall il-gibda li jassritha

mal-gaws, int hrabtli 'l boghod, hamiema bajda;
hallejtni nhares lejk, toghla w titbieghed

bla tama li narak mill-gdid fuq drieghi
ittieghem, biex izzoqq, il-qamh f'idejja.

U hrabt biex tghix hajj’'ohra, izda fil-bejta
hajjejt id-dell tal-mewt jhedded il-hajja

v zewg hajjiet. Hallejthom f'kemm it-tiben
li b’ghaqlek gbart, jghajtulek biex bhal gabel
titmaghhom, 1zd’ghalxejn. Il-karba taghhom
ma tmiss qalb hadd. U l-mewt tirbah il-hajja.

Hamiema, jien nixtieqek tigi lura
mhux biex titbekka l-herba ta’ uliedek
izda biex tghidli liem’ hi l-isbah hajja.

MISTOQSIJA

L-irwiefen inkurlati ged isaffru

fuq hemda voijta

li timla’ kullimkien u tbezza' l-bniedem
midfun ghejjien go daru

wara jum iebes.

Mix-xquq tat-tieqa msakkra

diehel ixaqqaq l-ghadam in-nifs kiesah
u jdur madwari.

Min jaf, min jaf xi jrid?
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SAKEMM INSIBU S-SQAQ

Il-lejla t-toroq sfaw sgagien michuda
imwennsa mill-erwieh maghluga f'tubu
tan-nejon ged imut f'kull kantuniera.

Nistennew ftit sakemm ix-xemx marida
bis-shab ta’ lewn i¢-comb imdewweb tinzel
ghal wara d-djar mitlufa fuq ix-xefaq

ta’ min, ghax ma jafniex, m’hu xejn ghalina
u ahjar ma jezistix.

Jekk thares bhali tara t-trig quddiemna
imgebbda dritt bhal-lastku bejn is-swaba’
ta’ zewg idejn.

Nitilqu?

L-art riesqa lura tahtna

donnha tapit mibrum qieghed jinfetah
fin-nofs ta’ sala, U jien u int nintilfu
ma’ 1-infinit kif hdejna nsibu n-numri
jizdiedu mad-dawriet tal-minutiera.
Iz-xfar tar-roti ma joghlewx bil-giri

ghax hbiebna zellgu l-bitmak. Nigru izjed
u ngajmu r-rih paralizzat. Ma’ wicéna
inhossu n-nifs etern iqalleb f’ruhna

u l-eku jidwi l-kliem li gatt ma smajna.
Ix-xaghar jibda jithabbel

u jdub hajt hajt sabih biex nagighu minnu
il-bojod ta’ xulxin u nghoddu s-suwed.
L-ilbies ta’ fugna jidho! go gisimna

biex juri l-gmiel i nahbu Pmistiéizmu
ghalina biss.

Nibgghu nigru......

Sakemm insibu s-sqaq i jrid jifridna
mid-decizjoni.

U meta nieqfu, jieqaf ir-rih maghna
ghajjien, ghajjien;

ilbiesna jaqa’ mkemmex, u nintelqu
nistaqsu l-mistogsija “Jien min jien?”
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VERSI OHRA

Inti :
qatt hdimt matul snin twal bil-linka hamra
ta’ demmek fuq il-ktieb tal-hajja tieghek?

Naf kemm tghaxxaqt torbot il-pagni f'daqqa
kuljum u tara n-numri geghdin joktru,

Izd’ghad ma sibtx il-bniedem li quddiemek
iéarrat mill-ktieb tieghek l-isbah pagni.

U jien u int bnedmin indags......

Jien sibtu. U naf xi jfisser toqghod tqgalleb
qalb folji mharbta, Izda ma mnafx kif nista’
nghaqqgad il-b¢ejje¢ imxerrdin jew nerga’
nikteb il-pagni 1i tqattghuli b’demmi.

INSOMNJA

Meta fl-insomnja twila thoss jitwieldu
hsibijiet godda u mohhok jitqal izjed
x'tixtieq?

Jiena nixtieq immisshom bejn subghajja
bhan-noti taht is-swaba' ta’ pjanista
jew bhalek kif inhcbbok meta jidlam.

U meta x-xewqat jongsu wahda wahda
nishet l-insomnija.

Izda l-ghada bil-lejl xorta nistenna
il-mohh jerga’ jittaqqgal sakemm norqgod. .
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U META, MULEJ?

Il-lefla wkoll, Mulej, li rega’ nghalaq
bil-mod il-mod bieb iehor quddiem wic¢éi,
ergajt harist fit-tul b’ghajnejk f'ghajnejija.

Jien naf. Qieghed tistenna li minn fommi
tohrog darb’ohra l-mistogsija eterna
‘ghaliex?’

u inti ma twegibx u tibda tqalleb

g0 qalbi sakemm f'mohhi jqum l-imghoddi
u neghja nistagsik, U int tirbahli.

Inti dejjem tirbahli. Izda kull rebha
ghadha misterju 1i jibga’ jirbombja
fil-kurituri mudlamin ta’ mohhij,

kuljum, kuljum, sakemm taghraf go wiééi
iben bhall-bgija.

Imbaghad thoss bhali l-kesha ta’ hawn barra
u tiftah bieb ghalija.

U meta, Mulej?

TALBA
Mulej, int taf li d-dlam qed jahbi kollox.

Ma nistagsikx kif nista’ b’ghajn maghluqa
nagbad it-trig 1i ftahtli inti. Anqas

kif naghraf f'dak li nolgot {jien u noghtor
it-tajjeb mill-hazin...... o

Nistagsik biss kif nista’, meta jisbah

u nkun ghadni fejn jien, nofroq il-folol
li ged irossu fugi u naghraf lehnek
minn qalb il-hsejjes.

Mulej, fadal xej’ x'nimxi?
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KRUHA U SBUHIJA

Min raha fit-torog qgal li hi sabiha
aktar mill-bqija,

Min sabha fuq ix-xtajta xtaq go qalbha
I-imhabba tieghu.

Ftit wara, meta welldet, ’nofs is-sala
ta’ sptar, matul l-operazzjoni,

it-tabib xih qal liz-zaghzugh poeta:
“Din hija r-rejalta’. Glieda mal-hajja.
M’hemmzx loghob tal-fantasija.”

Il-poeta tbissem:
“Ghalik tfisser il-mewt.
Ghalija

l-isbah poezija.”

U zewgha mbikki stagsa: “Kruha jew sbuhija?”

IL-QAWWIET TA’ GO FIJA

Jien naf 1i l-hajja taghna hi shaba sewda
1i tigri lejl u nhar fuq rasna fl-gholi,
tinhall bil-mod il-mod kif gewwa fina
inhossu bla ma rridu x’jimbuttana

biex niehdu decizjoni.

Nixtieq nithaq nintemm gabel ma s-shaba
iddub u l-ezistenza vojta tibda
timtela biex ma terga’ qatt titbattal.

iJ jiena rrid li hajti tibga’ wvojta:

dezert mahruq bix-xemx li gatt ma tinzel,
belt kbira ta’ l-imghoddi minghajr hajja,
tarbija f’guf 1i tghix bla ma titwieled.

Irrid kuljum dan kollu izda nibza’

mill-qawwa tax-xewqat u s-sentimenti

li jqgumu sbieh fit-toroq twal ta’ mohhi
ghalxejn, minghajr ma nista’ nghixhom fhaijti.
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“HUMANAE VITAE”

Mulej,

sakemm jifilhu l-mohh u s-sensi tieghi
jien ghadni lejl u nhar infittex lilek

Pkull esperjenza li titwieled fija.

Ghadni nipprova nifhem ghaliex inti

trid tibga’ mbieghed minni w ghaliex thalli
liz-zghir jittiekel bla ma jaf mill-qawwi.

Il-mohh li tajtni nhossu ged jinfetah

u jikber ta’ kuljum. U ma’ kull ghodwa
inbati iZjed biex inserrah rasi
mill-verita’.

Mulej,

'kull mistoqgsiia kbira 1i nistagsi
nipprova nifhem li hemm inti mohbi,
Jien kolicx, kollox irrid nifhem, barra
i inti tista’ thalli bniedem bhali
jitkellem f'ismek biex il-gmiel tal-hajja
li inti hlaqt ghal zewg bnedmin normali
isir f'ghajnejna dell tal-mewt u l-kruha.

Illum l-ghorrief bla esperjenza tkellmu.
U jiena, bniedem shih, ikolli nahseb

li int tirann ghax tajt lill-bnedmin l-ohra
1i jafu jhobbu lingwagg kbir ta’ mhabba-
i ma jistghux juzawh minghajr il-biza’;
jew inti hanin wisg biex thalli d-dinja
issir tafek hazin.

Mulej, ’I-ghorrief li regghu tkellmu f’ismek
aghtihom l-esperjenza biex ihossu

bhal dawk li ma ¢ahdux l-estasi tieghek.

U 1l kull min qieghed jistenna bhali

i jigi d-dawl fid-dlam 1i tefghu fuqana,
aghtih is-sabar.
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LILEK

Angas jekk il-Mulej jixghel fuq rasi

ix-xemx tqila t’Awissu jew il-gamar

u l-kwiekeb f’dagga. Anqas jekk naghfas hdejja
buttuna sewda li tissikka l-bjuda

f'tubu tan-nejon. Angas jekk il-kelma

ta’ l-agwa lsien tintilef taht widnejja

fis-seher tat-tlablib 1i jfittex farag.

Angas. Ghalija x-xemx intfiet. Il-qamar
u lFkwiekeb dabu kif tinhall fil-kesha
ta’ l-ilma bi¢ca silg. Ghalija n-nejon
inhela bhall-flixkun tal-gass kif taghfsu.

Int tlumni?

Jekk ngholli harsti 'l fuq irrid niftakar

i darba flok i¢-épar kien hemm il-hmura
ta’ l'ewwel dawl u l-ikhal ta” fil-ghodu. .
Jekk nimxi noghtor lejn is-swiéé¢, ma’ jdejja
immiss il-wajars magqtughin u mieghi
jahasra ma tigrix ir-roghda tahraq

1i taf tehlisni.

U issa tistagsini,
minn fejn tinsab fid-dawl, jiena x’qed naghmel
f’dil-kamra sewda li ghalquni fiha =
I-imhuh ghajjlena tieghi u ta’ l-iehor
li fug l-ghoxrin sen’ilu f'guf ta’ mara
stennieni disa’ xhur sakemm imkabbar
rani nitkaxkar bil-karattru tieghu
imgebbed fija.

Nghidlek jekk tismaghni.
Qieghed mistenna 1i ghajnejk mimlija
li jghumu fuq il-bahar skur ta’ wicéek
donnhom zewg dghaijes mixghulin fuq xefaq
jharsu lejja u jhalluni nagra
it-tama ta’ l-imhabba.

...... Imbaghad nistenna x-xemx targa’ tinhema
tahraq fug gismi, u I-lizar ta’ dejjem

jimtela bozoz fil-ghaxija, u hdejja

f’kamarti nara !-bjuda artificjali.
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LAHAM

lum is-sajf, u fuq ix-xtut jaharqu
hemm gallerija hajja bl-arti t’Alla,

skultur agwa mill-griegi.

Kulhadd jicéagqlag u mal-movimenti
tintebah X’varjeta’ tinsab mohbija
fil-forma u I-lewn samran ta’ gisem wiehed.

IMumr is-sajf ukoll. U gewwa s-swali
u l-kurituri twal ta’ sptar ghaddeijja,
bhall-istaguni 1-ohra ta’ I-imghoddi,
il-karba tgila I ma tridx timstema’

ta’ laham minghajr lewn u movimenti,

Fuq ix-xtajtiet il-hin itir minn idek.
U fuq is-sodod iebsa ged jistagsu
ghaliex il-mewt hanina m'hemmx M tigi,

1zda ghada meta n-nies ukoll tax-xtajta
ikunu telqu mhabba z-Zmien 1i jkerrah
tistagsunix fejn tkun jl-varjeta’.

LIEMA L-ISBAH?

Fanali mixghulin fug wic¢é ta’ bahar
iswed bil-lejl, u jimxu mac-¢éafcifa
lein xefaq misterjuz,

Qatriet tax-xita niezla mghaggla (jtektku
fit-trig bil-lejl quddiem iz-zewg fanali
mixghula ta’ karozza.
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HALEL

Ma nafx ghalfejn resqin mill-boghod ghal fugna
isuqu dags ir-roti hfief f'tellieqga,

jitqallbu ma’ gisimhom u jinkixfu

ta’ gewwa barra.

Jien neémmen

i harbu minn fejn twieldu bla ma jafu
bhal tfal i dahqu bihom,

u kif ix-xefaq wiesa’

jassarhom bejn dirghajh bdew jigru

u ghadhom jigru

ifittu l-ezistenza taghhom f*harba

i thott is-singular biex tibni

~ il-wiehed ¥ jinheba fil innifsu.

U bagghu maghlugin go I-oéejani
H jrazzou l-energija.

THum

raw lili w lilek 1i m’ahniex il-halel
qed ninxfu gherja fuq il-blat immezza’
wehidna bejn il-paraventu gholi

fi sfond t'umanita’ marida

tizzerzag

'l isfef

mat-tarf ta’ l-emisferu.

U raw li m'ahniex bhalhom

jekk huma m’humiex bhalna:

jien, int u jien. )

Se jibgghu resgin lejna jistagsuna

xi jridu huma, u xi rridu ahna.

— Irrid nara mgharrqin il-pregudizzji
fil-qiegh tal-bahar

qalb ¢imiterfi qodma b’ankri mmermra
jittalbu l-gerda mhabbra bl-ahhar trombi. —
Jien, int u jien

nibqghu kif konna, mmissu t-tarf b’idejna
u ninzhr

nizZerZqQu

bhall-bgija jistennew i l-paraventu
ji¢Carrat biex jaraw jekk ahniex bhalhom.
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DETERMINIZMU

Wandi bla tama nonfoh taht il-halel

u nibla’ l-ilma.

Int rajtni Inzilt ma’ genbij, Irbattni mieghek

u qdift lejn lart. U rgajt bdejt nghix il-hajja.
Harisna fwicé xulxin. Inti tbissimtli N

u jlen bzajt minmvek, Minghajr kliem infridna.

Ghaddew is-snin. Wahdek tonfoh bla tama
rajtek tintemm mal-mewg. Inzilt u hadtek
mieghi lejn l-art. U rgajt bdejt tghix il-hajja.
Harisna Pwité xulxin, Jiena tbissimtlek

u int bzajt minni, Minghajr kliem infridna,

Ghaddew is-snn. Wehidna taht il-halel
nonfhu bla tama, bdeina ninzlw 'l isfel.
Harisna lejn xulxin. Jien ridt minn ghandek
u int minn ghandj l-hajja. Jien bzajt minnek
u inti minni. S
Ghaliex?

Inzilna 'l isfel.
Thalltu mal-mewg l-ahhar qatriet ta’ tama
u galbna habbtet l-ahhar daqga ghajjiena
u dab in-nifs, ’ g
Ghaddew is-snin, Herim ghadna
f'giegh 1-ilma nistenvew min itellaghna
mejtin fuq l-art, u jholl il-biZza’ taghna.
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KORRUZZJONI

Ifhimni. Meta tkun ghaddej fil-gonna

u tieqaf thares lejn il-purc¢issjoni
monotona tan-nemel egoisti,

u, bla ma taf xi trid w angas il-ghala,
kollok ammirazzjoni,

ictaglaq siegek u tiknishom maghha Sl

Meta fil-kamra tieghek fil- gha;xn}a., .
fug wié¢ il-mejda bil-vazun tal-fjuri, =
tara gizdiedu l-petali imkemmixa )
u l-ward marid jitghawweg fl-agunija

u l-ilma ged jiswied, ... '

Meta tkur Pnofs ta’ bahar fuq‘ id-dghajsa
ferhan b’kemm gtajt mil-art u thoss ma’ riglek
jizdied l-ilma minghajr ma taf mnejn diehel,...

Meta tilmah fl-gholi tal-bjut iper@ru
il-hwejjeg marbutin ma’ bicéa habel
u r-rih jaghfas f'sidichom biex jaqlaghhom, ... -~

ifhinini, Ftakar fija.

— Mal-mewt tan-nemel mietu l-idejali -
ta’ xitwa kerha w sajf mimli tbatija.

— Il-petali nixfin minghajr sbuhija
fil-ghodu tefghu ir-rifless ta’ Tlewnhom
fuq wi¢é il-mejda. . .

— L-ilma I jnizzlek hu l-istess 1 jsuqek
’il barra fuq id-dghajsa.

— Fil-hwejjeg marbutin he‘mm SIZ“I‘tl mJassra h
jokorbu ghall-helsien
li hadd, langas ir-rih, ma jista’ jtihom.

U langas jien!
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DRAMM F'ZEWG ATTI

impressjonijiet fuq bidla tat-temp

Ii-gnierr intelaq johlom w jixxemmex
bhall-folol fuq ix-xtajta, ziffa ghazziena
titfissed fost il-ward miftuh u l-weraq
tas-sigar mghobbijin; tigri mal-frieghi

Ii jmissu ma’ xulkin, kif id ta’ tfajla

tghodd swaba’ ta’ zaghzugh. L-ghasfur jinhasad
mad-dagga u tir fug fergha akbar, mghobbi
bit-tiben taht ilsienw. Go l-irkejjen i
il-qlub ifittxu l-gmiel tal-gnien fhajjithom,

u mal-kelmiet ta’ l-uzinjol jitilghu

fis-skiet, fis-skiet, sat-tarf ‘ta’ l-oghla sigra
I-ghanjiet sigrieti ta’ l-imhabba. Vaska

mitlufa tobzog l-flmijlet tas-sahha

minghajr ma tfur u ¢biddel il-kuluri

bhat wit¢ quddiem il-mera. F'nofs hamrija
il-bniedem jaghzel l-ikreh mis<sbuhija

sakemm il-gmdel jikrieh.

Il-gnierr ma bagax johlom. Ix-xemx saret
widien ta’ xita sewda. Qalb ‘is-sigar
bdew jigru faxex tqal ta’ ¢par If nbarmu
mal-frieghi imwerwrin, Ma’ lilma ‘arbu
il-kaxex vojta u t-truf tas-sigarretti.
L-ghanjiet intilfu ma’ l-irjieh u l-vaska
bdiet tfur fis-sakra.

Il-bniedem jaghzel I-ikreh mis-sbuhija
baqa’ fejnr kien. Mill-mohba ta’ I-irkejjen
hargu mghagglin il-qlub dizappuntati
fkaxkm l-weraq niexef ma’-sagajhom.
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QABEL IDOQQU L-GHAXRA

Qabel idogqu l-ghaxra

inhossni wiehed mili-allat imxebba’
bihom infushom fil-mitologija;

irrid nixtieq,

irrid,

u dnti,

int biéca minn xewgqhi

kif tikber go fija

sakemmn jibdilha fxewqtu min ihobbna.

Min ihckibna?

Kuljum idogqu l-ghaxra, -

U inti tixghel lampa hdejn is-sodda
gabel noholmu,

Il-kamra

tostor bil-velu iswed tas-subkonxju
I-erba’ hitar minn rasna ’l fuq sas- saqaf
u turi minna ] isfel.

Fuq zewg uduly itellqu

id-dlam u d-daw! madwarna

quddieny zewg spettaturi.

Nixxiebhu.

Jien nibga’ nixtieq,

u inti,

int bxcca minn xewth —

Ix—xewqa ta’ bahar 1mqallab
li miexi lejn truf l-univers;
ta’ xitla P’'dezert il-mibeghda.
tistenna 1i tmiss il-hamrija.

u xxaqqaq il-blat.

Imbaghad wara l-ghaxra
ninhlew fil-preludju ta’ mewtna
ncholmu x-xewqat,

Ril-ghodu maz-zerniq int titfi I-lampa;.

69



70 " Analizi ‘70
ILLEJLA T-TOROQ

Illejla t-toroq mimlijin bhas-soltu

bin-nies imghaggla. Qieghed nghid 1 jridu
jaghtuna i-impressjoni li hajjithom

gasira wisq biex tigbor l-idejali

li ghadhom kemm bdew jibnu.

Naf x’qed tahseb:
Il-hajja taghna t-tnejn hi twila Zzejjjed.

Jien nemmen bhalek ghaliex ma’ kull ghodwa
insibni, bla ma rrid, quddiem ktieb ohxon
bil-folji voijta biex jimtlew. Fl-ghaxija

ikolli nerga’ nisma’ l-passi tieghi

b’ritmu perfett u tqil qeghdin jizdiedu
mexjin fil-kuritur ta’ l-ezistenza. -
Ghajnejja dejjem jigru biex isibu
il-kantunjera li thallini nara

xi differenza.

Itlejla t-torog mimlijin bhas-soltu

bin-nies imghaggla. Jiena biss nistenna
iz-zmien, b’sebghi ji¢taglaq bejn xufftejja,
ghaddej nervuz bil-mod il-mod minn hdejja.

ID-DIFFERENZA

lil tallab ghama Ii kien ikun Tidejn
San Gwann, il-Belt :

Il-lejla l-ksieh. U inti hawn bhas-goltu
fir-rokna i ma nbnietx ghalik, tittallab
bir-ras baxxuta u b’zewg ghajnejn mohbija
ghalxejn wara nuécali bi hgieg iswed.

Illejla n’tik tliet soldi, izda nistaqsi,
minghajr ma rridek twiegeb, x’differenza
hemm bejn ix-xejn u l-ezistenza tieghek
ghad-dinja tal-bnedmin, ghalik w' ghalija:
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Ghall-folol ta’ madwarek inti haga
1i jehtieg tghib biex il-progress jitkompla.

Ghalija l-ezistenza tieghek tfisser -
1 jiena hrigt idi mill-but fil-kesha
. u hlejt tliet soldi. S’ghada ninsa kollox.

Izda min jaf fid-dlam t’ghajnejk kemm thaddan
ghalik misterji kbar din l-ezistenza?

U ISSA LI L-IRWIEFEN REGGHU STENBHU

U issa li l-irwiefen regghu stenbhu
mir-raqda twila u max-xemx ‘galila
firgu ma’ l-art ghatxana l-ahhar weraq
tas-sigar imxejhin gewwa l-gnien taghna,
l-ghasafar hasbu li jien w int harbatna
l-imhabba taghhom bejn iz-zkuk mimlija
u kxifna is-sigriet li kien ged johloq
kuljum tpespisa gdida- fil-ghaxija.

Fugq rasna baga’ frieghi sfigurati
imgabbda wahda fl-ohra bhal-Lakuni.

Izda ghada meta r-rih tinhlielu sahhtu

u x-xemx issir hanina, *il fuq fil-gholi
nergghu naraw l-istess ghasafar taghna
1duru tond u jistennew 1i I-frieghi
jergghu jihdaru w jitghabbew bil-weraq.

Min jaf jekk hix fil-boghod rebbiegha gdida?



72 Analizi ‘70

LIL MALTA

Tistenna qatt ja Malta 1i minn qalbi
ghalik tohrogli l-ghanja tai-fohrija.

Jien ma nghannix il-gmiel gaddis li tnagqax
fil-wisgha tal-gebliet fit-tempiji qodma
mitluga, jew il-fdal mirqum li gabru
uliedek gewwa l-hgieg. Angas ma nghanni
ii-hila tal-gaibiena li ma’ gismek

xerrdu kburin kull qatra demm li tajthom
biex bnewlek isem akbar mill-jedd tieghek.
Angas is-seher tal-bajjiet marbuta

max-xtut li ged jgholluk fuq bahar hiemed
li jaf jilghab bl-ilwien tal-giegh mohbija

u johioq elf fuq sidru u jarga’ jhassar

u jgib, bhal prizma ddur iddur imdendla
taht xemx ta’ Gunju. Jew ix-xemx li thobbok
kuljum u ggib mill-boghod il-flus fi djarek,
u ssahhah il-frott tajjeb 1 jitbiddel

f’ghasel mahlul kif tagsmu f’halgek. Angas.
is-sema li jixghelli i-fantasija i
bil-versi mwielda mieghi, kif fl-ghaxija

ibus il-ward imbexxaq bi gtar helu

jew jikteb fuqu l-kliem sigriet ta’ mhabba
bid-dawl ta’ gamar mimli. Angas il-hajja

li tajtni ta’ poeta,

Da’ l-kobor holmu bih poeti qabli:
u inti tkabbart bih.

Jien nghanni, Malta, l-jasar'1i rak tinzel
b'xuxtek ma’ l-art biex tqim lil kull setghan:
li xtrak u tlissen wara kelmtu l-halfa

ta’ xewqtu hdejn l-allat 1 gieblek mieghu.
Jien nghanni, Malta, l-biuha ta’ Vassalli

li holom l-ewwel fidwa w b'kelma kbira
sejjahlek ghall-helsien, u l-genn li wassal
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lil Dun Mikiel jinharaq fuq artalek.

Jien nghanni d-dnub etern ta’ min eif darba
halef i hu Taljan quddiem il-folol

u sehet demmu w demmek ghaliex Malti.
U l-qlub Zongrin li ¢ahhdu Ilill-Poeta
mill-jedd tal-gieh U tefghu fuq haddiehor.
Jien nghanni i-mohh marid li fl-apatija
jistqarr i¢-éokon tieghu. Nghanni l-ghaqal
ta’ min jifred l-ulied mill-omm u jibghat
id-demm Zaghzugh fl-ezilju biex barrani
igassam gidu hawn lix-xjuh li jifdal

gabel imutu,

Jien nghanni s-sahta tieghek sakemm ismek
jinhall fix-xemx u l-hrafa ta’ Settembru
tintesa ghal dejjem; sakemm inti teghreq
u tghib f'Mediterran li jerga’ jtella’
mill-giegh il-fdal mahsul ta’ Malta gdida.

Imbaghad, imbaghad, inhobbok.

XORTIJA

Hassejtni kemm-il darba gieghed neghreq
bil-lejl fin-nofs ta’ bahar. Rajtni mdendel
ma’ hajta li ma riedet b’xejn tinqata’,
biex nghib f'irdum. Sthaj{ilt il-karti kollha
li mlejt bil-kitba tieghi ged jinharqu
fhuggiega nar li hadd ma seta’ jitfi.

Sibt ruhi fuq il-forka ged nistenna
b'ghajnejja mghottijin it-tmiem bla htija.

U din, habib, m’hix hrafa. Din xortija!
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Go bahar zZmerald

stennefjt ir-raggdi -jinkisru fix-xbieki stirati
u tigri mxija ta’ biza’

nistenna I-Kristu l-qarnita

ghad-dawl! tal-lampara

imma ma gietx

ghax ir-riti kien jonfoh band'ofira

MEWT QALB L-GHERIEN

Meta s-seqer jissiefag f'Ghex-il-Hida,
u r-rih jiksitha ghajnejha

bil-gilla,

u nifisha jissamma’

ghall-qlugh jissajja fil-bahar bla stilla;
meta l-mohh jiddallam

u l-musbieh tal-fuhhar jintefa,

u subghajma joborxu IFhjerolifiéi fhitan
Altamira,

u hsiebha jirrakkma xfar ghajnejja
bi swaba jizzerzqu fil-fakra

t-triqat. minsija ta’ xuxitha’

mfewha bil-balzmu u ¢edri fMimsierah
go berah. il-bierah . _
fil-ghodwa li f'Eden insteraq Adam,
nersaq inhares, o
fil-mera. ta” nkejja bix-xabla 1i tilma
lejn. wiééha jiééaglaq fl-ghadira
jsejjahli imbissem taht I-ilma,

u. r-riefnu Ii tiela’ mill-bahar ta’ issa
jiksilha. ghajnejha u jkiddli xufftejja,
sa nieqaf nissamma’

ghall-ghajta ta’ seqer il-gilla

i tidwi fl-gherien -
xX'imkien '

fis-skiet t'Ghex-il-Hida.
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Minflok

nisma’ tifel li jitlob,

'ii boghod fin-nofs dawl tal- larnfp1er
u t-taiba li tasal sa hdejja
mal-mirra u l-bhajr taé-censier
tmellisli bil-hniena xufftejja

sa nitlef il-gilla f’ghajnejja

u ntenni

Mulejja

mar-rih 1§ jiksili gha}ney;av

DELIMARA

Firxu bi-imqieta s-sajjieda
I-kannizzati tal-jablite

f’serje ta’ paraboli ferrxu konz u elf sunnara

biex jistadu l-orizzont

bi dritt il-linji tal-lampuki

zlaqt hafif

bhal minn guf emmi ghal saqajja
minn fuq l-alka ghal taht il-blat
ghax smajt l-ghanja tas-sireni
biex il-hut fiddiem nistad

u mac-Ceren ninzel ngharrex
fond il-fond fejn ghajn ma rat
u bqajt hiereg, niezel,

hiereg

wara l-fanfru bluéerkjat

war’ elf huta w blat imgarnat
haxix jizfen tiela’ jizfen

sa ma jsahhar il-lampuki taht il-jablite
Hluppjat
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u ghidt f’galbi
hawn kont diga’
- gabel garrabt il-fsieqgi ta’ gensi
— gabel ghalagt it-twieqi ta’ wensj
— gabel ombrajt l-ghekiesi
ta’ niesi

galb id-dell tal-kanmizzati kont diga’
forsi mrekken mal-koralli

fi spiralli stalaktiti ma’ l-artikli kuduriti
sekli ilu kont <
diga’

bla bombli ta’ l-arja ma’ dahri

bla majka ma’ wicéi

w hadida ppuntata f'idejja

nniffed futa b’denfilara

qalb il-blat ta’ Delimara

kont diga’

u meta jispi¢éa l-ossigenu

kwazi kwazi

nista’ nibga’

ghax f'dawn l-ibhra, galb din l-alka
kont diga’.

NEMESI

Iréevejt ittra minghand Phalaris
registrata mibghuta express
datata Gunju ’69 iddecifrajtha
qalli

ghidithom in-nisa tax-xtut
ghidilhom

se nigi nkebbsilhom

il-barri tal-bronz

bil-gamar 1i jerhu fix-xtut
inkebbes barrj tal-bronz
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KACCA

Madwarna l-azzanini ta’ bhamsa
imm’int inzilt tissamma’

ghall-giri fil-wita

u bizejt

ghax ghidt qalbek hebritek.

Insigt kullana bi fjur l-amarant

imma bzajt inxiddha fuq rasek

xebba tal-gmiel

ghax kibru sa go mohhi l-gheruq ghajjura
waqt li strahna

flimkien taht is-sigar.

Kif stenbahna

harist fl-ghadira fonda

sa hbub ghajnejk jilaghbu mistohbija
u nsejt min jien insejt

wil-mirja t’ghajnejk dahku bija

fil-haga muhgaga jsagsuni min

jien

mbux ommi jew lbni jew demmi

mhux sidri mixjieti htijieti jew drieghi
kithbieti mhux jien angas demmi
mhux hsiebi mghaddab jew hsusé

ghal fenek tal-liebru

1i nilmah ilebbet go riefnu

max-xaghri ta’ ruhi go shaba ta’ trab.
Fimnifsejna polvri

u jahraq jé-Comb madwarna

fein jilma n-naréis

u luéuh imhassba fl-ghadira

jistagsu min jien

bil-kac¢éaturi jduru

ghal fniek tal-liebru bil-kanni ta’ b’hamsa
mirati lejn xemx taghfas tikwi fuq rasna
w int tibki

ghax galbek hebritek.
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RITRATT

Qaltli int tilghab bis-simboli
hekk tajjeb?

Ghidtilha tbissem

b'wictek lejn ix-xemx

w ghongok ta’ ¢inja

sewda

mitluf fiz-zahar tal-laring
biex wara li tinza’ mas-sigar
ikol%; tifkira

ta’ xi tlift

meta rbaht,

WARDA

Bhaj petalj ta’ warda
mixtieqa

ma’ tlugh ix-xemx
fethet
I-imhabba.

Bhal petali ta’ warda
mormiia

go konka minsija

ma’ nzul ix-xemx
nixfet
I-imhabba.

Gabret il-petali suwed
refghethom
b'imhabba

fi ktieb it-tifkira

forsi xi darba

terga’ l-imhabba.
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SALON

Qed jitqaxxarli dahri, hasbet

wié¢cha jghumi fil-fwar,

thares f'mera f'mera fmera

fl-infinita ta’ mirja mtappna

b’elf mara jitgaxxritha daharha
thares f’ghajnejn imbengla bil-maskara
go l-ilma qieghed mera

tirrifletti

l-qassis il-kbir isawwab is-saltna

t'alla go fija.

Irrid inlaggam id-dwieli sterili
b’'zokk selvagg minn Kalifornja
nilbes l-abjad tal-vergni vestali
nistkenn max-xtieli tad-dell

nogtol dl-wizgha fil-kamra tas-sodda
i tigi kemny ilek 1i tlagt

mn’irkant nixtri gandlieri antiki
kult darba

¥ nhares le‘homy nisthajlek mieghi
b’subghajna nhossu l-lavur,

Irrid ninbidel minn dell minghajr gisem
eku minghajr lehen
gisem minghajr ruh

nibdel hbub ghajnejja ma’ dawk ta’ rahhala

forsi

ma jitqaxxarlix dahri #zjed
bhas-sriep

meta jinZzghu xjuhithon

ma’ l-ghomma ta’ nofs in-nhar,
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TRAFFIC LIGHTS

F'salib it-torogq

stennejt id-dawl jinbidel

u meta gsamt ma’ l-ahdar :
id-dwal ta’ mitt karozza grew ghal fuqj

X-RAY

Inza’, qaltli, minn qaddek ’il fugq,

kont ilek tistenna?

Warajha l-minotawru tbissens

fil-bluza bajda

u hassejt xi hadd ibaggan fis-sadid ta’
ruhi

mifruxa tittiekel tul orizzonti ta’ dubji.

Lest? lest? qaltli

w ghaiget bisterja l-magazin ileliex
tefghetu b'sabta fuq mnegattivi ta’ isdra
processati

fl-altalena bejn hajja u mewt,

Hu nifs gawwi, qalli, Zzommu
kien il-mimotawr

u tisma’ r-raggi jinfdu gismek
virgi daw! sal-pjanc¢a kiesha

u tiffriza fparalizi mentali
tieqaf tistenna maz-zmien frizat
f'agunija tal-minutiera wieqfa
titfaghni lura

mal-minotawr filklabirint ta’ ruhi
miflug

f’
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DEFLORAZZJONI

Kif tlajt ghajjien mill-bahar

rajt dirghajha bojod

jizfnu ma’ gasab il-bajja

jsefhuli fir-ramel fa’ sania marija
ghajnejha flew l-isdra tal-bronz
ghad-dell tat-tined fuq l-angle-irons,
u ftakart fik

mitluga nofs ghera fil-gzira ta’ Naxos
missieri jistenna fuq l-gholja

qiugh abjad halib

imma xuffteiha rotob harir

waqt li subghajha laghbu ma’ xaghni
u nghasha jhabbat qawwi

fi hsebijiet Daedaljani.

Issarajt bhal min jigssara ma’ larkangli
I-lejl kollu fid-dlam

sa nixfet saqajja

u P'widnejja dwiet

tkeffen I-ghajta ta’ ruhj

l-ghajta ghatxana t'allat in-natura
jitbandlu ma’ qasab il-bajia,

u hassejt virgi ta’ l-azzar iniffdu sa dahri

u hassejt il-
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PASIPHAE

primittiva

hassejt galbha primittiva

thabbat f'holma t'estasi mal-mewg fuq il-gZejjer
sa tilheg

tissara bhal min jissara mal-
bniedem i tela’ mill-bahar 1 jimla
maz-ziffa 1i tonfoh punent-majjistru
sas-shana taffiet

u qgomt

immaqgdar il-vini varikuzi mahruqa
f'riglejha ceramika

u tlagt mghaggel

biex ninzel fil-bahar li jofrogh.

Hu nifs qawwi w oghdos

naqdef lejn orizzont imbieghed

fejn missieri jistenna fuq gholja
qlugh iswed patriéida

fejn int ged tistenna I-Dionyos
mitlugha fritwal fuq gzira ta’ Naxos.

Tista’ tilbes galtli

w ergajt ilmaht il-vini varikuzi
rraklikmati f'riglejha keshin

u l-minotawru waragha jitbissem
jobroxli hgewwient b’difreih,

U lbist mghaggel

fuq wiééi il-harsa ta’ alla nkurlat,
Ejja pitghada, qaltli, nagralek xortik
hallas int u hiereg.
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ABORT

Mill-kappeila galb l-ghelieqi

smajy il-ghana tat-tfal zghar

u fgalbi beriktek, Mulej,

ma’ l-in¢ens fuq l-altar.

‘Ma meta hrigt hafi

biex nara min ghadda fil-Volvo spjetata
it-tarmak samatli riglejja bin-nar.

Sabiha bhal Venus de Milo

ix-xebba nklinata nofs nuda

taht sigra go Eden ihammar pepprin.
Aghzuli vvinata bic¢’ ghuda

ha nomqox it-torso t’Adonis u x-xebba msallbin.

Mis-sigra svergnata gac¢étuli biéé'ghuda
ha nberred iz-zina taht sigar dellin,

Fil-kamra mudlama b'persjani maghluqa

fil-fwar 1i jghakkisha

duhhan 1li jaqtaghlha nifisha
l-omm xebba titbandal mitluga
biex tehles mill-hlas ta’ l-abort,

Mat-tielet siegha
bezgitu fuq mewga ta’ lozor

I-cmim: xebba xewqgana mikduda bl-imrar
u n-nisa go sakra ta' diega b’passjoni

jitkarrbu il-mewt tat-tfal Zzghar.

Sawtuni bil-virgi

bil-frieghi u I-qasab sawtuni

biex nefiles din l-art minn dat-tort.
Ghakksuni, razznunij, feruni f'kuxtejja
tid-dawl! tal-gandlieri feruni

biex nehles 'il gensna mis-sehta u I-fisara
u I-fwar ta’ l-abort,

Ksew il-gisem bla isem b’petali pepprin
mal-karba li telghet min-nisa mbikkmin,

u x-xebba bkiet sebat djiem viztu
nhar San Gwann jahraq il-frieghi
ta’ sigar svergnati mdellin,
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L-ISKUNA TAL-HOLM

Fis-gwali tal-gamar,

fl-ghelieqi ta’ Venere

ma tergax iktar

it-tfajla Skandinava.

Sa ninzel insawwab fir-ramel imxarrab
il-wic¢é alabastru

tax-xebba li dammet il-warda go xagharha
sabiha bhall-holm.

Fl-ghelieqi ta’ Venere

sa ninzel ha nishar
mat-tfajla li tilfet xbubitha
fit-tarf ta’ 1~Ghadira,

w nistenna li titla’
mghobbija

bié-éedri u l-plejju u l-balzmu
l-iskuna tal-holm.

Ninzel — telghet u nizlet l-iskuna tal-holm —
Sa noghdos

indur fqiegh il-bahar

sa nsawwab darb’chra

il-wi¢é alabastru

tax-xebba tistenna l-iskuna tal-holm:,

Fis-swali tal-qamar
ma nergax nagta’ fiuri izjed.
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GHID TAL-MEJTIN

Mara tibkix,

sabih li torqed bla nikta
ghas-serh ta’ lejla bla gamar,
tigssamma’ fis-sikta
ghall-waqgha tan-nida

i tinzel bhal barka

minn hdan il-Mulej.

Mara tibkix,
ghax xuxtek jiddellel

u gismek jixxahxah m’gheruq i¢-Cipress.

Ghad tinsa mal-hsus ta’ zoghzitek
u l-fwieh tal-pensjeri

id-dend i jifni

u l-holm li habbejt.

Fejn hu z-ziemel abjad
i hallmek bil-frieghi dellija
u sagek mal-moti tal-quiepen

fit-torog imsaliba lejn l-ghajn t’ilma frisk?

Sabih timxi hafja maz-ziemel bajdani
marg;
tibkix.

F'salib it-torogq
ix-xita ma tinzilx —
kif nghaddu ikoll siekta

il-vjol u l-pensjeri jitbexxqu fmisteru,

u l-mara misjuga fin-nida
maz-ziemel bajdani

timlilna Zoghzitna bil-kesha
u l-korla

u n-nikta

fil-Ghid tal-Mejtin.
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WERAQ

11 boghod mill-gonna taz-zoghzija
mixejt fic-¢par tul il-harifa
f's.w.4.
u f'qalbi d-disinji mifruxa
ta’ weraq il-ghozza
w ghaddeijt nikser
sinslet il-weraq ma’' xfar
fl-bankini tul harifa f's\w.4.
ma nafx l-ghala f's.w4,

VJOLA

u l-paraboli telghu sal-koppla
minn pulptu ta’ kawba llustrat,
u d-dwal nizlu gawsalla

minn gol-hgieg vangelizzat

waqt li x-xemx tinZzel mgharbla u mdehba

mal-gandlieri u J-Kristu tar-ram,

wagqgt li r-raggi bhal fili rrakkmati

jdellu x-xebba f'kolonni ta’ rham

telghin siekta jinghagqdu f’'parabola
t'ghabra mferrxa fuq xaghar it-tfal zghar,

W ghalagt ghajnejja
fit-trigat minsija tat-tfulija
ha nbarri z-zwiemel vjola
minghajr riedwi misjugin,
w ghalagt widnejja

ha nbarri é-éekéik fil-plattin
ha nbarri s-soghla
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tan-nisa ta' Rilke jkeffnuni fil-vjola
il-porpra

ta’ Tiru w Sidonja

mifruxa tkeffinni fis-snin 1i geijjin,

imma

x-xemx Mulej ghadha tbaggan
mal-hnejja

mal-basso riljievi tbexxaqli ghajnejja
u ma nistax nishar siegha

fix-xemx 1i xaqqitli xufftejja.

Tlagt ghax bzajt Mulej

u fid-dlam ta’ ijieli fittixt is-serh
ngholli fuq poker ta’ l-assi
fl-irwiefen ta’ hajja nofs dwal

sa nzilt sa qiegh il-bahar
imniggez bil-bullar

u wara t-telgha f'wic¢¢ il-Eiger
f'tempesta Grigal

stennejthom in-neon jitfghuli sinjal
juruni tniq is-sikta

fil-kunvent ta’ Groenendaal.

U xammejt frighetek ibahhru Mulej
u rsaqt fid-dlam

u regghu gew

in-nisa ta’ Rilke jkeffnuni fil-vjola
hawn m’hawnx deheb, biss
id-dellijiet jilaghbu

tielgha

fil-ponn tal-kjaroskur.

U fil-bahh ta’ knisja siekta

kxift il-bniedem imkeffen fil-viola
inzilt gharkubbtejja

u shart Mulej sa l-ghodwa

ta’ jum gdid

u shart Mulej sa l-ghodwa

u shart Mulej
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PROGRESS

galuli wara rebhu l-poker b’kulur
nirbhu i-ispazju
imma mhux iz-Zmien
forsi angas l-ispazju

SEARCHLIGHT

Xi hadd imissu wissiena mix-xemx
tax-xjenza moderna

ghax gghadna fil-longa bla ghata
u hadna xemxata.

Ghax tvlaj'ng f’elliptika mal-qamar
ingerrmu zokritna

ghax elf bniedem u wiehed barxu
isimhom fis-sema barxuli ghajnejja
harisna

f'ocean dwal ta’ possibilia

jmiszsu 'l xulxin taht l-ilma

w laggamna r-religjon

xXewqa rrazzjonaii ta’ mara tqila
xahrejn qabel twelled tarbija
stimmata bis-sigra tal-gilla.

Tkellimna b’indulgenza fil-klinika Gyne
waqgt i blajna l-pilloli tal-ferro
tkeilimna fil-futur qalulna

jekk hemm bZonn nibdlulu galbu
fl-imsierah u l-gonna tkellimna

kull lejla sajfija

sa s-seher il-jasar u x-xkiel

tal-passat

intilfu ma’ miti ohra kristalli

fi bjar ta’ campari fil-bar tai-corinthia
u hrigna bhax-xemx ma’ l-ghodwa
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minn guf id-dlam

hazzizna l-parabola moderna
hamsa w disghin tezi

fuq knisja kastell

l-allat moribondi.

Tassew nghidilkom
m’ghandkomx kenn mis-searchlight fittiexi
tax-xjenza moderna. Ifittxukom
bil-mikro- u t-teleskopju
u bit-tromba tas-servizz
inemmsu x-xebba mifruxa

fir-ramel miexi.

Harisna l-bierah ma’ l-ghodwa

f'orizzont jahkem gzira f'¢irku

mili-gnien il-maghluq

harisna llum fl-ghaxija go ¢rieki magsuma
bla tmiem

joktru w jickienu

bhal habba t’ghajn xebba miksura

ma’ tluq il-eroj

sabih il-gamar il-lejla tfajla

imma mhux ghalina.

Ilum tassew nghidilkom l-att erojku
jrid jisboq dak ta’ Luteru Bruno

w Gailileo — fejn gabel kebbsu
l-gamra komunali

issa xghelna n-neon

fejn saltan id-dlam frixna d-dawl

imma fejn kellhom id-dawl

issa writna d-dlam — ftakart
fil-campari bla mixrub fug mejda ta’ rham
illustrat

u r-raggi kristalli demmghuli ghajnejja.
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Mulej tidhakx jekk nghidiek

id-daw!l ibezzaghni

mexxina Mulej fid-dlam lejn atlantide
minsija

fejn lghabna hames gebliet fug bankina
tat-tfulija

jien u l-mara tqila mitlufa fl-ispirtu
jiem ilu meta xagharha kien deheb
f’ghodwa ta’ gniepen

bil-fidda mifruxa fuq xaghni

meta anki mad-dalma
I-murtali tai-ftuh xeghlu triqat
lejn knisja taht l-ilma.

Stagsejt ghall-ispirtu gatghuli gasir
shart id-dockyard sighat

fuq it-torn

qaluli ahna nahdmu l-materja
fid-double shift nahdmu r-ram ahmar
ittendi subghajk ghax tkorri

mort fl-imsierah inxejjer bandiera
bajda w hamra biss

hassejt il-lapida tal-patrijotti

f'Misrah il-Palazz

skirt mal-qaddisin ta’ l-anti-kult

u b’gima sellimt il-bust ta’ Dun Karm
int u tiela

1-Bibliotheca

xi hadd qalli mur il-knisja fil-festi kmandati
qed jigbru b’risq fonti ta’ rham — u tlagt
ghidt nigi wara

li nimxi max-xebba tul ljieli bla gamar
’boulevard tul is-Seine gimghat shah
nistenna jitkemmex wié¢ i-ilma.

Irrid nghaddi bil-mod bejn gebel ihabbat
bla-mmiss-ma’-wahda-ghax-mitluf-jien
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immur

nilghab hames gebliet max-xebba xuxtha deheb
illum tqila biz-zmien ged-tibza’-li-tkorri

qaltli ghidli x’int tahseb

mara tharisx fié-¢rieki t’ghajnejja

fuq xufftejna l-hawh ikemmex

u l-gheneb gares

imma stabarna

illum u l-bierah

ghax krejna fiat s. paw! il-bahar

ksejna l-intrata bil-marmettone

w ghada hemm d¢ans ta’ ftit ¢ens il-Kappara
mara tharisx fi¢-érieki t’ghajnejja

naf kollox hu fieragh

imxi mmorru int u jien
fiz-zmien meta l-ward jiftah
fkappella minsija

f'widien qalb is-sigar

fejn forsi ghad tilma

mitt gama taht l-ilma.

INDECIZJCNI

Wagaft tistenna b’xuxtek imtajra
fl-arja i keshet f'daqga
ghall-ghajta ta’ l-isqra
i tikser ix-xaghri
'ma meta harist f’ghajnejk
gbidt mal-moghdija 1i taghti ghall-bahar
bir-riedni merhija fug dahar
ziemel abjad skolpit fid-duhhan
u jiena bgajt wahdi fix-xaghri
bil-kwiekeb ifiggu madwari.
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KAXXA

Jekk ghadha mkahhla l-wizgha fil-kamra tas-sodda
jekk tohlom Ii miexja hafja s-Sibt Strada Rjali
jew Ighabt ruhek mal-kixfa ta’ disa’ dinari

tibzax; hares ’il fuq u tibzax.

EPIFANIJA

Le, le tghidlix bl-isqra fin-naha

mdailma tal-gamar

u l-ucuh jitghajjbu fi hwat ta’ ramel kozmiku
ghax l-isqra ma jtarrxunix

id-dhahen ma jaghmunix

u wara li jdemmghu ghajnejja

ninzel immelles dl-krokus 1i bgajna bla glajna
fil-jiem meta x-xemx saltnet hanina

fil-wied tat-tifkira

fug l-ghenieqed imrassa b'inbid i¢aréar

ma’ xoffti

li titlob miraklu minn driegh ii-Mule;j.

Tghidlix li l-krokus qatt ma jwarrad

fejn smajna l-isqra u l-qerd in-nahal —-
ogros it-tyres maz-zrar

farrak mat-tarmak il-mera ta’ l-egu bikkiem
u ej’ ninzlu hafjin

sa rkubbtejna nitghammdu

f'epifanija ta’ spirtu

li tifrixna kruéiformi qalb il-qares u Il-gargir
fil-wied tat-tifkira

imdawwal b’qaws

aila

li jhabbar setghana dirghajn il-Mulej,
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PENTEKOSTE Ul

Tindires

iz-zerriegha taht riglejna mal-vjola ta’ I-gheneb
u l-ahdar tas-saghtar.

Hawn m’hawnx dell

fuq l-asfalt qawsalla ta’ petrol m’hawnx kenn
minn xmux il-htija; biss

max-xatt I-ilma frisk.

Tiftakar?

hares f'ghajnejja w’ftakar

in-nofs ta’ nhar iz-zina

wii-mixja bla razan fid-dwieli

bil-frieghi mifruxa benniena

nhar l-ewwel imhabba

fRebbiegha ghammiela mizghuda rummien,

Nitghammdu,

O mara sabiha bhall-bahar,
fl-ghejun t’ilma frisk.

Ghax issa x-xghir jimtela,
ghax issa l-ilma johla

u l-hut jilma fix-xbieki stirati
f'nofs ahdar zmerald.

Tiftakar?

hares f'ghajnejja w’ftakar.

Hu jdejja ha ntiru bhal talba

ma’ l-ekra ii ttir lejn ix-xemx.

Hu jdejja ha nghoddsu max-xbieki stirati
b’subghajna jilaghbu mar-rakkmu w'koralli
g0 bahar zmerald.
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It is good to see that there are among us poets who seek new
pastures, even though they might eventually return to the old ones.
They offer us a guarantee that all our English orientated educa-
tion has not killed oif the desire to keep our poetry alive. Had
most of the poems in this anthology been sonnets a /a Dun Karm
or lyrics a la RuZar Briffa, 1 might have been afraid that fossiliza-
tion was near. But no, there is no danger of that as yet.

(Paul Xuereb, “Sunday Times of Malta”’, 2.6.68)

Din il-gabra tissieheb ma’ dik fl-ewwel “Kwartett” u ma’ “Dhahen
Fl-imhun” u tirrifletti genwinament il-pass storiku li ged taghmel
il-letteratura ta’ pajjizna meta nqabbluha fug linja parallela ma’
dik barranija.

(Philip Sciberras, ‘ll-Haddiem”, 23.4.68)
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Our own poeis are increasingly joining the ranks of the world’'s
militant pcets with poetry that is an acquired taste only insofar
as not everyone is ‘tuned in' to the great unheavals of modern

history, the habits and mores of our times...... all four are poets
striving to apply their own poetic chemistry to the forge of modern
life...... “antenni’ is a significant signpost.

(Francis Ebejer, “Malta News” 20.4.68)

The essential aspect of “antenni” in my view is that it repre-
sents at least three generations of young men who can think and
that profoundly, even though often not in tune with the generations
that went before. The trouble with them lies in that sometimes
their thought lies “too deep for words” — they are overwhelmed
by their own powerful feelings and have not yet mastered suffi-
cient self-control to be able to express themselves lucidly enough
for others to follow them.

(Wallace P. Gulia, "“Times of Malta'’, 24.4.68)

F'dan il-kuntest ta' tradizzjoni gdida jidhol il-ktieb “antenni” li hu
importanti mhux biss ghax hu wiefied mill-ewwel kotba letterarji
moderni Maltin, izda wkoll ghax juri tendenzi u perspettivi god-

da...... L-akbar siwi tal-ktieb hu fit-tigdid tekniku, fl-esperimentaz-
zjoni prosodika u fl-uzu intelligenti u effettiv ta’ I-ironija u fil-kos-
truzzjoni gradata ta' hsibijiet...... dawn l-elementi kollha jghaqqdu

Iaﬁjar materjal f'din l-antologija mal-produzzjoni poetika ewropeja
ta’ zmienna.

(Oliver Friggieri, “l-orizzont”, 23.4.68)

Four Maltese peets...... have done what some may term an un-
forgivable thing. They have, with their anthology of poems given
the symbolical name ‘‘antenni”, vaulted over the sheer wall of
conformism. In a siyle uninhibited by considerations of fear or
favour (they) have forded the deep waters of convention to break
new ground where they can express themselves in a manner as
untramelled as the whistling wind blowing through a prairie.

(Lino Spiteri, “Malta News”, 2.5.68)

“antenni” huwa zoo ckejken wisq biex il-qarrej jitpaxxa bil-kun-
trasti tal-personalitajiet tal-erba’ poeti esebiti. Min-naha l-ofra, I-
anienni taht imnehirhom hergin minn bejn il-hadid tal-gagga |i ssak-
karhom, huma twal bizzejjed biex ikunu ta’ xkiel ghal min ma jogh-
qodx b’seba’ ghajnejn miftuha hu u ghaddej minn quddiem kull
wahda mill-erba’ gagegd: it-twerzieq sfrenat tal-poezija moderna jid-
wi fwidnejn kull min ghandu widnejn.

(Albert Marshall, “it-Toréa", 21.4.68)
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L-editur ta’ dil-gabra 1-gdida, V. Fenech, tassew jisthoqqlu radd-il
hajr ghax nahseb li lahaq il-ghan li ried jilhag b’din il-gabra. Ma
jistax jaghmel servizz anjar ghal-letteratura Maltija.

(Bernard Maliia S.J., “Problemi tal-Lum”)

“antenni” - a forceful expression of the dynamic cultural evolu-
tion. It coniains poems by Malta’s new generation of literary men
— Malta's angry ycung men of letters. Their anger is not expressed
in objectionable terms, but with a vehemence that was unknown
to their staid seniors, and with a drive and sincerity that spells
well for those who will eventually take over the helm of our island
home.

(Roamer, “Sunday Times of Malta”, 15.12.68)

“antenni” huwa t-tieni fis-sensiela kwartettjana li ged jedita Victor
Fenech...... Kull min irid imiss il-polz ta’ Malta bizzejjed jahfen
bejn idejh il-pagni tieghu u jgharbel b'ghajnejn mohhu [-vrus ta’
¢go fihom biex jaghraf il-mixja ta’ Malta kontemporanja fit-taqbid
chiall-ghajxien materjali u intelleltwali taghha. ll-mera tal-hisebijiet
It jimirhu tul dawn il-pagni fini hija diefja dags I-attribut ewlieni
ta’ min kitibhom — is-sincerita’.

(Frans Sammut, “ll-Polz”’ Nru. 6)

It-tematika tal-poeziji 1i nsibu f*antenni”’, definittivament mhix
iktar dik tal-poeti tradizzjonali taghna, minn Dun Karm ghal Cus-
chieri, minn R. Briffa ghal Patri Delia. L-erba’ poeti ta’ din l-anto-
logija fitixew li joholqu poezija li togghod ghas-servizz tal-liberta’,
haga li wiehed jistenna wara Il-indipendenza u [-maturita’ politika
li issa lahqu |-Gzejjer taghna...... Ktieb ta’ min jixtrih u jixtarru
dan “antenni”, ghaliex juri x'inhuma t-tendenzi poeti¢i maltin ta’
dawn iz-zminijiet.

(Albert M. Cassola, “Il-Qawmien”, 28.4.68)

ix-xejra tal-erba’ poeti hija moderna jew ahjar taz-Zmenijiet tal-
lum, ghaliex il-poezija dejjem tissejjah hekk meta tinkiteb fl-amb-
jent taghha. Dawn l-erba’ poeti donnhom jridu jigru girja twila u
galila biex jikxfu xfug godda 1i donnhom jidhru ghadhom mistura
ghal-Letteratura Maltija. Madankollu, il-pass hafif biex wiefied iseh-
hlu jilhag mat-tidwir tal-minutiera ged ighin biex il-poezija tissed-
dag u tirtoghom dejjem aktar?

(Pawlu Cachia, “ll-Berqa”, 3.5.65)
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Seen in this light, and read by poetry lovers who are unprejudiced,
and free from that spirit of aversion which is the result of a too
blind and unconditional attachment to the old tradition, this new
collection of poems is sure to be hailed as a revelation, a mile-
stone, a work of art which is apt to leave a permanent irace espe-
cially among the young.

The poems contained in the book are the direct result of deep,
personal emotion, views and experience. They are not an escape
from reality, but reality in all its crudity, in all its ugliness, seen
through a microscope. Also the figurative language is new, violent
sometimes but always impressive.

(Gorg Zammit, “The Bulletin"”, 30.5.68)

dwar mario azzopardi

Look in thy heart and write, is a lesson Azzopardi has learned
and if what he finds there is disgust and hatred, | can only say
that his expression of such sentiments is often powerful, darting
out in grotesque or violently coloured imagery.

(Paul Xuereb, ““Sunday Times of Malta”)

Ghalkemm il-pessimizmu ta’ Azzopardi mhux facli tiddefendih, nist-
ghu nghidu i, fillwaqgt li hu f'kuntrast perfett mal-pessimizmu ro-
mantiku, ghaliex ma jaghti l-ebda Zvog lis-sentimenti, fih jidhru
elementi essenzjali tal-pessimizmu ezistenzjalista modern.

(Oliver Friggieri, “l-orizzont")

Azzopardi is distinguished by a real effort to sculpt images out
of original vocabulary and the justaposition of concrete and sym-
bolic definities that surprise the reader practically at every turn
with their freshness and preciseness.

(Francis Ebejer, “Malta News'')

Ghalkemm il-letteratura moderna tikkundanna l-ezistenza, l-assur-
dita’ tal-hajja, fl-istess hin, ilspoeta ma jridx li jinfired minn din
il-hajja. Ghalfejn toqtol lilek innifsek u titlef l-opportunita’ i tik-
kundanna dinja ta' grottesticita’ egoista? Ghaldagstant il-poeta
Azzopardi jissokta triqtu u jissielet kontra dawk il-forzi esterni li
jinhbew taht il-makni parassiti.

(Philip Sciberras, ‘“ll-Haddiem”)
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The pcet has been taken up too much by a quality which is very
useful in painting — the application of broad sweeps of the brush
— to worry himself sufficiently with the details!

(Wallace Ph. Gulia, “Times of Malta’)

ll-poeziji ta’ Mario Azzopardi jikkonsistu fi t aqqiegh ta’ immaginaz-
zjoni penetranti u Nafifa dags artist tat-'trapeze’ jew ia' bicca ballet
ta’ Nureyev... ma’ koncentrazzjoni ta’ hisibijiet u manipulazzjoni tal-
kelma skond il-bzonn. Ma rridx naghti x'nithem li dal-poeia lahaqg
sa fejn jista’ jilhaq......

(Bernard Mallia S.J., “Problemi tal-Lum”)

Mario Azzopardi writes with the greatest impact... a passionate,
youthful voice whose songs echo all of the undertones of the
Western World. As an elder poet, | am forced to acknowledge
Mario Azzopardi, and ihe hundreds of young poets throughout the
world, who are making a new spiritual Music for our times. | am
forced to acknowledge youth, which too many of us, | feel are
too inclined to reject. And | find under the foreign surface of their
beards, and long hair, and strange dress they are basically swim-
ming in the same sea of universal understanding in which all of
us are trying to keep afloat.

(Kenneth Lawrence Beaudoin: Festival Letterarju -
Oklahoma, Stati Uniti)

Azzopardi lagatni bRala studjuz introspettiv tal-karattru tieghu nnif-
su u minn dan l-angolu jispikka interessanti hafna ghall-izvolgiment
ta’ element drammatiku fil-poezija tieghu.

(Albert Marshall, “It-Toréa”)

dwar j.j. camilleri

Bla dubju ta' xejn dak li ghalih jibga’ maghruf Camilleri minn din
|I-gabra huwa ghall-fatt li fug it-ifassil ta’ Milton f'“‘Samson Agonis-
tes” ittanta jaghti tfassila Griega lill-poezija Biblika “Guda”.

(Philip Sciberras, “ll-Haddiem’)
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Oi the six poems here, “‘Sabih il-fagar” is an indignant comment
on poverty, a topic on which Camilleri feels very deeply but on
which he writes almost academically; even his sarcasm ilacks
punch. “ll-mewt” and “Frak ta'’ bhima" are more imaginative but
| cannot help feeling that they started off as ideas which were
then worked up into verse. “Guda’, a longish piece cast in a form
similar to that of Greek tragedy, chorus, messengers and all, is
skilful but purely academic exercise, though there are passages
in which a personal involvement can be felt to throb. “Fit-tieqa”,
a short mood poem, is by far the most successful of all the six

- (Paul Xuereb, “Sunday Times of Malta")

Camilleri ma jmurx fl-e¢cessi, la ghal dik 1i ‘hija metrika, jew nug-
gas taghha, u langas ghall-hsibijiet. Madankollu, il-kkomponimenti
poeti¢i tieghu ghandhom spiss il-pregju ta’ l-armonija li tlibbes
is-sentiment.

(Albert M. Cassola, “lI-Qawmien’)

J.J. Camilleri ma tistax ma ssejjahlux poeta tal-lum, imma ghadu

marbut ma’ hsebijiet tradizzjonali...... {-bicca l-kblra tal-pagm tie-
chu  hadithom il-poema-drammatika ‘“Guda’, minkejja minsuga
b'reqqa, qajla tidher l-originalita’ li wiehed J|stenna. B’dagshekk

ma rridux nghidu i xi siltiet m’humiex imnebbhin minn lefima bnina
u helwa.

(Pawlu Cachia, “ll-Berga’’)

1f he is the least represented in this book in terms of titles, it is
because his long poem ‘“Guda” takes up too many pages. The
poem is clever but as the ideas are somewhat repetitive. | would
have thought an excerpt would suffice, thus leaving room for more
poems like that small gem ‘“‘Fit-tieqa” with its brilliant under-
statement of sorrow or others with the same haunting strangeness
as "“Frak ta’ Bhima'.

(Francis Ebejer, “Malta News")

Camilleri jhares lejn ittradizzjoni b’mod anti-tradizzjonalista. Hu
passiv u recettiv sa certu punt biss — jigifieri ghaliex jiehu I
ispunt tieghu minn ‘“status quo’ accettat u milqugh minhabba I-
awtorita’ impersunali tat-tradizzjoni. 1zda minn ¢ertu punt ’il qud-
diem, iwarrab it-tradizzjoni u jidhol hu bil-kkumment tieghu. Fil-<fait,
jekk nista’ nkun generiku, nghid i l-poeziji ta’ Camilleri huma sin-
tesi ta' konformizmu tradizzjonali u atteggjament modern.

(Oliver Friggieri, "l-orizzont"’)
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dwar victor fenech

It 15 in Victor Fenech thai basic fatalism holds the seed of hope.
This is clearly due to the inherent romanticism of Fenech’s despair
— a Keaisian siiuation updated. No maitter how frustrated he is
or despairing of the human condition, he always manages to in-
fuse a glimpse of better things, even at his most ironical. His
piéce de résistance is undoubtedly “Dawra Durella”...... All of
Fenech is in “Dawra Durella”, a form of elegy at the Addolorata
- the delicate touches of changing mood, the veiled cynicism,
the inverted thought, the persistent thought of and aitempt at
celebration, the uliimate disillusion, the hope-and-despair syn-
crcme. Fenech's frequent earthy connotations often raise his fa-
talism to a romantic conception of decayed beauty. In these days
of harsh sounds and atonality, Fenech's poems achieve a liltingly
melcdious nuance that, wedded to themes and ideas that are noth-
ing if not harsh, is most intriguing. Is this unique in our poetry,
I wonder?

{Francis Ebejer, “Malta News")

ll-letteratura kontemporanja hija bbazata fuq dak li jiena nsejjan
ilkkunéett ta' polarita’, jigifieri, dik it-taqtigha djalettika bejn il-
pozitiiv u n-negattiv, bejn id-divin u l-uman, bejn l-assolut u x-xejn.
Ean g-kunéett ta' oppozizzjoni jispikka l-aktar fil-poeta Victor
enech.

(Philip Sciberras, “ll-Haddiem’’)

Fenech, like Azzopardi, has few illusions, but the tone of his pro-
iests is milder. Even ‘'Burokrazija”, ihe strongest of the protest
poems, cannot be called impassioned. “L-I¢ken Grajja” (a good
contrast with the patriotic “L-Akbar Grajja” written in 1964, Inde-
pendence year) is probably the best in its quietly sceptical com-
ment on national celebrations.

As he showed in "“Kwartet’”, Fenech is fond of the short lyric.
Three of these are love lyrics, all finely condensed, though marred
by an occasional woolliness such as fmetamorfosi ta’ mhabba
and' ’ihed rather violent dragging of the Vietnam war in “Fuq is-Sur
ta’ Hmdina”.

(Paul Xuereb, “‘Sunday Times of Malta”)
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indeed | have no hesitation in saying that this volume of poetry
contains at least two highly significant contributions to Maltese
Poeiry even from the point of view of traditionalism — Mr. Camil-
leri's “Guda” and Mr. Fenech's ‘“Dawra Durella”. Furthermore
each one of the four poets has produced some lyrics of merit,
Mr. Fenech in this respect being certainly outstanding.

(Wallace Ph. Gulia, "Times of Malta'’)

Fenech ghandu vizjoni sintetika tal-fatti. il-fatti ghalih, imgar meta
huma korch, ghandhom tifsira li tghaggadhom. Din il-konvinzjoni,
li tidher sikwit fil-versi ta’ Fenech, teffettwa ruhha, fuq il-livell
poetiky, fi gradazzjoni ta’ hsibijiet. Fenech jibni kull parti talko-
noxxenza u l-esperjenza tieghu b’mod analitiku u megjus.
Ghaihekk fi studju sintetiku tal-poeziji ia’ Fenech, konna nkunu
nistighu nhollu bi¢éa bicéa l-versi tieghu u nsibu r-rabta u l-arki-
tedtura unitarja 1i hi |-bazi tar-rizultat li Fenech irid jasal ghalih.
il-poezija tieghu hi organika u ma’ l-ordni mentali tghaqgad I-ekwi-
libriju formali.

Din il-gradazzjoni ta' Tsibijiet, madankol!lu, ghandha I-varjazzjoni-
jiet taghha. Kif, nghidu ahna, f"Dawra Durella” l-partijiet jidhru
ikemm mifrudin u kemm maghqudin fi hsieb organiku, f‘Dieqa” -
istess gradazzjoni tipprova tillivella d-differenzi fil-fsibijiet biex
taghti f'’xena wahda l-effetti ta’ aktar minn sitwazzjoni wahda.

(Oliver Friggieri, “l-orizzont'’)

dwar raymond mahoney

Raymond Mahoney is the most subjective of the four poets. Read-
ing his poems one almost comes to know the man, his thoughis as
well as his days and nights. Autobiography in poetry has its pit-
falls; for instance it could cause congestion of self interest that
puts up a barrier in the reader’s face. Let it be said that such
danger does not exist in Mahoney's poems, as long as he con-
tinues ({delighifully unpredictably as he quite often does here) to
leave his fevered cocoon tc dart long antennae towards myster-
jous dimensions he so far seems hesitant to explore too intimately.
Mahoney is plain spoken to the point of viciousness sometimes
translated by means of some rather striking imagery into more or
less just personal comment.

(Francis Ebejer, ““Malta News" )
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Raymond Mahoney mhu c¢ert minn xejn. U hemm qieghed is-sabih
tieghu: il-girja sfrenata tat-tfitixija tad-dinja fl-aspetti diversi tagh-
ha. Raymond huwa zaghzugh b’siequ 'l wahda fug dhul il-maturita’.
Ghaddej mill-maghmudija tan-nar. Ghadu jhares imghaggeb lejn
uéuh il-hajja, uhud jaghrathom u jhaddanhom Thesrem imbaghad
jitbekka jarahom idubu f'idejh. Ohrajn jibza’' jersag lejhom — ma
jafx li fl-ahhar irid bid-debbus ta' qalbu jsir midhla taghhom, jit-
wikka u jitganna bihom sal-mewt. Ghalkemm Zzghir fil-kejl tas-snin,
il-poeta ta’ go fih ged isejjahlu biex jaghtih idu, u hu bejn haltejn
jipprova jlagga’ t-tnejn flimkien: ir-rejalta’ kiefra u l-illuzjoni utopika.
ll-poezija ““Ma, d-dlam!” tfakkarni fil-kliem ta’ Oscar Wilde meta
gal i m’ghandux ghedewwa izda hadd minn hbiebu ma jhobbu......
Il-muzikalita’ fil-versi hija sabiha hafna wkoll u ssaltan fugana fil-
vrus kollha ta’ Mahoney.

(Frans Sammut, “lI-Polz")

L-iktar anti-konvenzjonali fil-format tal-versi ta’ dan il-ktieb, Ray-
mond ‘Mahoney, b'tifsil xi drabi futuristiku ghal kollox, jaghmel il-
post mortem ghall-‘Milied 1967 u jofirog b'veritajiet i, madan-
kollu, kienu minn awl id-dinja u jibqghu sat-tmiem. Mahoney gha-
mel f'dawn il-versi dijanjosi tal-marda soéjali izda, naturalment,
mhux il-pronjosi.

Helwin il-versi deskrittivi “ll-belt il-mejta”, “Lura d-dar” u “Dwal
tal-port” li sthajjilniehom disinji ‘maghmulin bil-pinzell tal-pittur.
Fejn jersaq lejn il-filosofija, Mahoney xi drabi mhux ¢ar bizzejjed
fil-hsieb, izda versi bhal...... fihom armonija |i kulhadd jista’ jap-
prezza. Riflessjonijiet profondi ssibhom ukoll, madankollu, f'poeziji
ofra bhal ‘“Laissezfaire,” ‘“‘Ghad fadal ghada,” *“Ghada filghodu”.
Mahoney, ghall-fantasija, inqgisu t-tieni wiehed fost dawn I-erba’
poeti, u lfrazijiet Ii juza, hafna drabi joRorgu minn qalbu u ghand
hom it-toghma tal-hajja zaghzugha i bdiet tifhem il-problemi ibsin
socjali u individwali.

(Albert M. Cassalo, “lI-Qawmien’’)

Il-versi tieghu nisthajjilhom tajr tal-karti kkuluriti jtiru fis-sema ta’
Utopja —— jispi¢éa x-xlief u jghibu wara s-shab t'hemm fuq.........
Mahoney jippreferi jikkoncentra l-qawwa ta’ whud mill-isbah poeziji
tieghu fuq frazi, tnejn jew tlieta, mitlugin jitperpru x'imkien ghal
nofs il-poezija......L-gheluq tal-poeziji ta' Mahoney huwa general-
ment qawwi u jekk jirnexxielek tinsa hafna milli intqal gablu, min-
ghajr ma ikisser is-sekwenza, Mahoney ihallik b'toghma tajba.
Il-fus i fuqu ddur it-tema tal-poezija ta’ Mahoney huwa socjali —
ihambaq il-bZzonn ta’ riforma minghajr, imma, ma jirnexxilu jifga' I~
elementi didatti¢i ghal kollox...... Minbarra |-“Burokrazija” ta’ Vic-
tor Fenech, l-aktar thambiq effi¢jenti f*‘Antenni” ghat-titjib socjali
huwa ta’ Mahoney.

(Albert Marshall, “It-Torca”)
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““1“am fascmated with- the poems by Mano Azzopardl because they are so full of

fermént, passion, eclat, bold protest They are like a trademark of the free world” -

Kenpefh Lowrence Beaudom
A opardr s cutting down to 51ze is ruthless but the post cathartlc glow is. deep,
brll nL and richly satisfying’’ — Franc:s Ebe,er 2

vnctor* fenech
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cle personallta ta’ Fenech hlja Iessenza ‘tal-kuntradiz.

ni. Bhal Martm Hexdegger

ihossu 'bhal wiehed ‘miftuh” fl- eZ|stenza (geworfenhegf ins dassein)!’ - Phlllp
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“Fe’i‘iechs frequent earthy connotatcons often ralse his fatahsm to a romantlc
concgepgxon of decayed beauty - Frcmc:s Ebe/er g SR

| ohver‘ fr‘nggler‘l s .

I|vell gholi’® — Karmenu Vossa/lo. L .

geerl jinseg sensiela ta xb;hat precm .biex Jagfm espresswm kemm Jtsta
Jkun ezatta tal-kumplessita’ ta’ lemozzmnl L= Peter Serrccmo Ingloﬁ .

el

; plex masses of imagery and symb0| his techmque '
bemg t5 dissolve one image nto anothe'r iin the manner.of-the film"’ ~ Paul Xuereb ..~
poetlka tieghu - 3|gborha minn ghaqda ta® simboli i jfissru hafna ghal
simmdginazzjoni tieghu Iestha‘ twessaghhom fassoc;azzmnmet ohra ta’
hsieb yifantasija’’ — Guze' Aqu:lma ‘ : :

diginn tal-goxra minn mario azzopardi
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