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TAX-XAGHRA, GHAWDEX

Jghaddu 45 sena mill-inkurunazzjoni

RAYMOND MIFSUD
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-inkurunazzjoni tal-is-
tatwa helwa, devota u
‘artistika ta’ Marija
Bambina tax-Xaghra, Ghaw-
dex, saret nhar it-2 ta’ Set-
tembru 1973, mill-Isqof ta’
Ghawdex Mons Nikol G.
Cauchi. I¢-cerimonja tal-in-
kurunazzjoni saret f’"Misrah
il-Vitorja, quddiem il-Bazi-
lika tax-Xaghra.

Ghal dawn il-festi spedja-
li, twaqqaf Kumitat tal-Festi
Centinarji, taht it-tmexxija
tal-President is-Sur Law-
rence Camilleri, illum mej-
jet. Fi hdan l-istess kumitat
kien hemm il-Kan. Dun
Ewkaristiku Sultana, li f'Ot-
tubru tal-1973 inhatar arci-
priet tal-Kolleggjata, Bazi-
lika tax-Xaghra. L-Arcipriet
Ewkarstiku Sultana kellu
jkun l-ewwel arcipriet mix-
Xaghra u dam imexxi l-par-
roc¢a ghal 31 sena, bejn 1-
1973 u 1-2004.

Fl-istess kumitat kien
hemm diversi kanon¢i li
llum huma mejta. Baqa’ biss
hajjin il-Kan. Dun Mikiel
Borg li serva bhala kappil-
lan ta” San Lawrenz ghal 29
sena u Mons Anton Refalo
Zammit 1i llum huwa mon-
sinjur tal-Katidral. Ta" min
ifakkar li xahar gabel l-inku-
runazzjoni, miet hesrem it-
tielet arcipriet tal-parrocca
tax-Xaghra, Mons Mikiel
Angelo Cauchi. Hu mexxa
l-parrocca tax-Xaghra bejn 1-
1951 u 1-1973. F'dan in-
nuqqas sa ma jinhatar arci-
priet gdid, l-isqof kien
ghazel lill-Kan Dun Benja-
min Attard bhala amminis-
tratur parrokkjali.

Kien sar konkors ghall-ah-
jar disinn tal-kuruna li ntre-
bah mis-Sur Joseph Sagona
mill-Belt Victoria, li ghamel
id-disinn - tal-kuruna bin-
nom de plume, ‘Anna u
Gwakkin.

Skont il-gudizzju ta” Rev.
Fr. Mario Zerafa O.P. bhala
kuratur tal-arti,
Mallia u s-Sur Paul Ca-

milleri Cauchi, surmast tal- °

is-Sur E..

arti, din il-kuruna hi elegan-
ti u semplici fl-istil u tagbel
perfettament mal-istatwa ta’
Marija Bambina, b'mod li
I-harsa ma tigix distratta

. mill-wi¢¢ tal-Bambina, ghal -

fuq il-kuruna.

Kien tgabbad l-argentier
Tarcisju Cassar miz-Zejtun,
Malta, biex jahdem il-kuru-
na. L-istess artist hadem ir-
raggiera l-gdida tal-fidda u
l-istellarju  fis-sena = 1999,
meta l-parrocca tax-Xaghra
fakkret il-25 sena mill-inku-
runazzjoni tal-istatwa ta’
Marija Bambina. Id-ditta
Carmelo Azzopardi tal-Belt

Valletta giet ikkummissjo-

nata biex tahdem il-hagar
prezzjuz. Il-kuruna hija ta’
22 karat, tizen 24 uqija u fiha
10 rubini, 4 acquamarini, 36

perla u 108 brillant. B’din.

il-kuruna  giet issigillata
l-imhabba u l-intimita tax-
Xaghrin ghall-Bambina.

Jiena niftakar sewwa 1-
festi kbar u spedjali tal-inku-
runazzjoni ghax kelli 13-il
sena, u hadt sehem bhala
abbati. Fil-purcissjoni li
harget mill-Bazilika ghall-
pjazza sahdejn il-palk armat
ghall-inkurnazzjoni, wara 1-
Kapitlu tal-Kolleggjata tax-
Xaghra, quddiem l-istatwa
tal-Bambina refa” fuq im-
hadda hamra_ tal-bellus, il-
kuruna ta’ deheb u hagar
prezzjuz, il-Prim Imhallef
Emeritu,
Cremona mix-Xaghra, li
ghadu mimli bl-ghomor
ghax issa ghalaq 100 sena, u
li nghata Gieh ix-Xaghra
mill-Kunsill Lokali tax-
Xaghra.

Kemm tbissem u kien
kburi 1i f’isem ix-Xaghra
refa’ I-kuruna! Kien rega” hu
nnifsu I-1999, meta I-par-
rocca tax-Xaghra fakkret il-
25 anniversarju mill-inku-
runazzjoni tal-istatwa tal-
Bambina tax-Xaghra, li refa’
l-istellarju tad-deheb.

Kemm rega’ hassu kburi li
demmu huwa mix-Xaghra,
minkejja li ‘mar jogghod

il-Professur  J.J."

Malta f’eta zghira. Bil-kari-
ga tieghu ta’ Prim Imhallef,
President tal-Qorti Kosti-
tuzzjonali u tal-Qorti tal-Ap-
pell, Imhallef tal-Qorti Ew-
ropea tad-Drittijiet tal-Bnie-
dem, ahna x-Xaghrin ta’
kullimkien inhossuna ono-
rati u kburin bih, ghax
ghamel gieh lix-Xaghra u
lix-Xaghrin, anke dawk
l-emigranti mferrxin mad-
war id-dinja.

Inkun gieghed nongqos
jekk ma nsemmix il-poezija
f’Jum I-Inkurunazzjoni,
miktuba u mogqrija mill-Kan.
M’Ang Apap, mix-Xaghra,
[lum mejjet. Meta nqgrat din
il-poezija = l-poplu _ tax-
Xaghra fil-misrah ewlieni
beka bil-ferh meta ra li1-hol-
ma tieghu saret realta. Min-
barra I-Isqof Nikol G. Cau-
chi, li pogga l-kuruna fuq
ras il-Bambina, hadu sehem
ukoll I-Arc¢isqof ta’ Malta,
Mons. Mikiel Gonzi u I-Is-
gof Emmanuel Galea, Vigar-
ju Generali u  IIsqof
Emmanuele Gerada, Isqof
Koadjatur ta’ Malta.

Dawn l-erba’ isqfijiet
Maltin, illum huma kollha
mejtin. Hadu sehem ukoll
isqfijiet barranin li kienu
Mons Vito Roberti, Arcisqof
ta’ Caserta u Mons P. Basilio
Cristea, Isqof ta” Lobedo.

B’hekk, tajt rendikont det-
taljat tal-festi centinarji li
saru fix-Xaghra, halli dawk
i ghadhom hajjin, igeddu
l-memorji bhali, kif ukoll it-
tfal, l-adoloxxenti u z-zgha-
zagh Xaghrin, isiru jhobbu
lil Marija Bambina, patruna
tax-Xaghrin.

Qabel naghlaq dan I-ar-
tiklu, minhabba li xi ftit snin
ilu, deherli li ma hemmx
gbil, dwar meta hi s-sena
ezatta ta’ meta giet l-istatwa
tal-Bambina tax-Xaghra, jie-
na se naghti xi riferimenti
dettaljati dwar dan is-
suggett unhalli fil-gudizzju
tal-qarrejja ta” dan l-artiklu.

1. The Xaghra Monumen-
tal Church ta’ Julian Refalo

Rapa, sena 1969, pagna 23:
“... The statue of the Bam-
bina: During his term of of-
fice Father Gwann Ca-
milleri, managed to bring to
Xaghra two beautiful stat-

ues. In 1873 he ordered the

statue of Bambina at the ex-
pense of Mr Angelo Bonello.
This statue was made at
Marseilles by the company
“Galard et Fils”, at a cost of
100 scudi. It was such a
great success that in the
lapse of six years, that is in
1879, Father Camilleri or-
dered the statue of St Joseph
at the expense of Mr Wigi
(@171 1

2. Fil-ktejjeb b’tifkira tal-
Festi Centinarji tal-Inkuru-
nazzjoni tal-Istatwa ta” Mar-
ija Bambina, f’gheluq il-mitt
sena fostna — 1873-1973 —
f'pagna 18 insibu miktub
hekk:

“... Dun Gwann Camilleri
1831-1910, il-kappillan 1i
gab l-istatwa fix-Xaghra.
Fis-sena 1863 Dun Gwann
Camilleri® min-Nadur, kien
ged iservi bhala kappillan
fir-rahal taz-Zebbug, Ghaw-
dex. Wara l-mewt tal-kap-
pillan tax-Xaghra Rev. Fran-
gisk Buttigieg, huwa nhatar
bhala d-disa” kappillan tax-
Xaghra. Dun Gwann Ca-
milleri ha l-hatra fil-31 ta’
Ottubru 1865. Huwa baqa’
bhala mexxej spiritwali tax-
Xaghra, sa Marzu tal-1881.
Fi zmienu giet l-istatwa
devota tal-Bambina. L-istat-
wa tal-Bambina giet ordnata
fis-sena 1873. Din l-istatwa li
gamet 100 scud u li hal-
lashom is-Sur Angelo Bonel-
lo, inhadmet f"Marsilja mid-
ditta “Galard et Fils”.

Tant kienet ta’ success li
sitt snin wara fl-1879, ordna
l-istatwa ta’ San Guzepp.
L-istatwa ta’ San Guzepp
thallset mis-Sur Wigi Cini...

Sa mis-sena 1973, is-Sena
tal-Inkurunazzjoni, il-poplu
tax-Xaghra ghadu konxju
sal-lum, li l-istatwa ta’ Mari-
ja Bambina tax-Xaghra,

Ghawdex saret fs-sena 1873.
Anke jien kont tal-istess
hsieb, izda sal-1987 kif se ni-
spjega.

3. Mis-sensiela Gaulitana
Nru 5 tal-1987, tal-istoriku
Ghawdxi Mons. Joseph Bez-
zina, “Parish Titular Statues
in Gozo,” f'pagna 31 insibu
hekk:

“... Xaghra became a par-
ish in 1688, but it was only
in 1692 when a new church
was inaugurated that Our
Lady was chosen as patron
saint of the village. In the
early 1870s, parish priest
Dun Gwann Camilleri, who
brought the titular statues of
the other villages, exhorted
his parishioners to follow
suit. A statue was eventual-
ly brought from Galard et
Fils of Marseille at a total
cost of £126. Two thirds
were paid for by Michael
Sultana, the rest by Angelo
Bonelo, Maria Sultana and
Antonio Attard, from their
offerings, it was also possi-
ble to pay for a plinth, excut-
ed on a design by the Capu-
chin friar, Gio Battista Mamo
on May 26, 1878, at the end
of the ceremony, of the con-
secration of the new church,
the bishop of Gozo, Pietro
Pace, solemnly blessed the
statue...”

Nixtieq forsi xi storiku
mhux biss mix-Xaghra,
Ghawdex jew Malta, forsi
jixhet dawl dwar is-sena li
fiha saret l-istatwa ta’ Marija
Bambina tax-Xaghra, Ghaw-
dex.

F1-1998 fl-iskeda tal-pro-
gramm “Festa Marija Bam-
bina”, fuq Radju Bambina,
l-istazzjoni uffi¢jali tal-par-
ro¢¢éa tax-Xaghra, jien Kkif
ghal bosta snin, ipprezentajt
programm dirett ta’ siegha
dwar l-istatwa ta’ Marija
Bambina li giet minn Marsil-
ja f1-1873. Fil-bullettin tal-
Hadd li jigi stampat mid-
Djocesi t'‘Ghawdex, harga
Nru.: 3170, it-48 sena — 4 ta’
Settembru 2006, fuq wara
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tal-bullettin hemm ritratt
bil-kulur tal-istatwa ta” Mar-
ija Bambina. Isfel nett insi-
bu, Galard et Fils (Marsilja)
Marija Bambina 1878.

4. Ix-Xaghra (rivista 1i tigi
ppubblikata = mill-parroéca
tax-Xaghra, tliet darbiet
fis-sena — Ghid, Festa u Mi-
lied). Harga spedjali Nru.:
116 Milied 2017, insibu
hames artikli dwar ir-res-
tawr mehtieg u intensiv, fuq
l-istatwa ta’” Marija Bambi-
na. Il-konservazzjoni u r-
restawr tal-Istatwa Titulari
tas-Seklu 19 ta” Marija Bam-
bina, Galard et Fils Marseille
— 1878, miktub mid-Dott.
Maria Grazia Zenzani &
Valentina Lupo B.Cons
(Hons) Artelier Del Restau-
ro Ltd. Pagna 4 Mons. An-
ton Refalo fl-artiklu tieghu,
“Qatt ma rajtha daqgshekk
sabiha... kif qed narawha
llum” pagna 11, jerga’ jmur
lura fiz-zmien. Se nikkwota
dak li kiteb: “Mill-1973 1i
waslet il-Bambina fostna,
qatt ma kellha post fiss,
ghaddiet minn ni¢ca ghal
ohra.”

s ‘1

“Kollok gmiel bint is-Sul-
tan, bil-gawhar minsug bid-
deheb ilbiesha,” ta’ Simone
Cassar pagna 13. Simon

Cassar tikteb hekk:
“... kien f'Gunju tas-sena
2016 li ghamel kuntatt

mieghi I-Arcipriet tal-Bazi-
lika Kolleggjata tax-Xaghra,

Ghawdex, Mons. Carmelo .

Refalo, li infurmani li xtaq
jibda progett ta’ restawr
tal-Istatwa Titulari ta” Mari-
ja Bambina. Din l-istatwa
maghmula mill-kartapesta,
mid-ditta Galard et Fils fl-
1878, f’Marsilja fi Franza,
kellha diversi hsarat...”
Fl-artiklu tieghi fil-harga
tal-Milied 2017, ktibt: “Isir
restawr tal-istatwa ta” Mari-
ja Bambina u nic¢ca gdida,”
f’erba’ pagni, u f'pagna 57
jiena ktibt, li wara 1-Kappil-
lan Gwann Camilleri lahaq
kappillan tax-Xaghra, kien
hu li gab l-istatwa ta” Marija
Bambina fI-1878, dik ta’ San
Guzepp kompatrun tax-
Xaghra fI-1879. Iz-zewg stat-
wi ngiebu minn Marsilja
mid-ditta Galard et Fils.
Meta Dun Gwann Camilleri

GRe.
"rwﬂ,

lahaq kappillan u l-ewwel
arcipriet tal-Kolleggjata
tan-Nadur, huwa gab l-istat-
wa ta’ San Pietru u San
Pawl. Il-Kappillarni Camilleri
baga’ sinonimu ma’ dawn
il-vari sbieh u artistici ta’
Ghawdex.
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Dawn huma: San Guzepp
tal-Qala, il-Madonna ta” Lo-
reto  f'Ghajnsielem, San
Lawrenz u I-Madonna tas-
Sokkors ta’ Kercem. Izda
l-ewwel statwa titulari
f’Ghawdex hija dik ta” Santa
Marija taz-Zebbug.
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L-istatwa ta’” Marija Bam-
bina tax-Xaghra tbierket
mill-Isqof ta’ Ghawdex,
Mons. Pietru Pace fI-1878
meta saret il-konsagrazzjoni
tal-knisja 1-gdida, 1li hija
1-Kolleggjata Insinji Bazilka
u Santwarju tal-lum.



