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Dear MaLIA members and friends, redecorating or shifting around of furniture.
However, even though such work might mean

more physical exertion for library staff, one can
embrace a positive outlook and view this period
as a renewal of our surroundings and an occasion
when we can breathe new life into our libraries.

Time really does fly. It seems just like yesterday
that [ was writing my first editorial, but the
months have rolled by ever so quickly and here I
am communicating with you in another newsletter.

Moreover, from a professional point of view, one
also hopes that people experiencing a slower
tempo of life would find more time to read and to
visit libraries, to browse and borrow books. Over
and above all else, one definitely hopes that more
children are encouraged by word and example to
take books to the seaside and to experience the joy
of reading. Yes, despite having to work, this can
be the time of the year when we can show the rest
of the world that libraries serve an important
function and have a lot to offer to the community
even during the summer season.

Summer is once again with us. It is that time of
the year that many love and others dread... a time
that many look forward to, perhaps because of a
slower and more relaxed lifestyle, holidays,
barbecues and a more vibrant social life — in short
more time to share and spend with families and
friends, despite the stifling heat and the scorching
sun which others find unbearable. For some there
are also half-days or prolonged holidays to enjoy,
giving them more free time. Even for those who,
like me, still have to work full days, the longer
hours of daylight plus the cooler starry
Mediterranean nights, allow us to find time for rest ..
and leisure over ag}ld above our day’s work. Wishing you all the best,

Speaking of work, I guess all of us hope that

summer brings with it a less hectic environment at

our places of work. Yet, as many of us know, at .
libraries, this is usually the ideal period to carry Cecily
out stock taking and weeding of the collection, as

well as other maintenance work, such as
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June is Audio Book Month—a campaign [\ ‘
promoted by Audio Publishers Association ‘0 M

Audio Publishers Association (APA) was set up in USA in 1987. It is a non-profit trade
organisation for audio publishing companies, suppliers and retailers of spoken word products. Its
aims include the promotion of policies and activities that advance the audio book industry’s
growth.

Readers of audio books can include young children, people learning a new language or who are
illiterate, those visually impaired and even those wishing to read while involved in other
activities, such as commuters. Statistics released by APA show that the popularity of audio
books is still strong. In fact, results of a survey of sales in 2009, released on 28th June 2010,
show a 4.7% unit sales increase, even though a drop in revenue was experienced. It is to be noted
that, because of the recession, publishers selectively reduced prices on audio books in 2009 and
that consumers responded by buying more audio books.

More information is available on APA website: http://www.audiopub.org/index.asp
This site dedicates a section to librarians, offering resources to help them offer a better service to
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