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Position statement of the Malta Library and Information
Association regarding restriction on full internet access
to library staff at work

MaLlA is fully aware that unrestricted Internet access,

like any other work tool, can be the cause of abuse and
loss of productivity in any workplace and because of ‘-'\
this, MaLlA is informed that some employers have
implemented severely restrictive measures to preempt

such abuse.

MaLIA believes that in the case of library staff, especially when carrying
out professional qualified library work, Internet serves as a very powerful
information tool. Most library staff need to access internet to be in a good
position to fulfil their inmediate contracted professional duties and also to
meet their wider information duties. Examples include browsing general
sites to be in good position to answer queries from library users, keeping
up to date with current events in the library scene and keeping up to date
with new emerging technologies such as social networking tools for new
and innovative ways in information provision.

In this sense MaLlA feels that the practice in certain library work places,
where Internet access is too severely restricted, should not be accepted
as a normal professional practice. Rather, employers are encouraged to
provide unrestricted internet access to staff and exclude only specific sites
such as pornography and promotion of hate or racism. If access to such
sites is needed for specific information seeking duties, authorisation
should be sought from the Librarian in charge.

In this context, MaLIA fully understands that employers have the right to
check workplace IT equipment accounts for abuse as long as the
employer spells out clearly, through a written policy, what activities are
allowed/not allowed on employer equipment during working hours. MaLIA
also understands that any employer has the right to take disciplinary
action against individual library staff who clearly abuse declared Internet
work place policies after a due process of verification and as necessary
legitimate defence and arbitration.
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International News on Libraries and Archives

Internet puts printed version of Oxford
English Dictionary at risk

Demand for the digital
version of the English
Oxford dictionary is by
far surpassing the printed
publication. In fact,
whereas the former is
getting around 2 million
hits a month from
subscribers, the 20-
volumne printed edition, last published in
1989, has only sold about 30,000 copies.
Nigel Portwood, chief executive of Oxford
University Press, said in an interview that
he didn't think the new edition will be

Vatican Library reopens for scholars
The Vatican Library reopened following a
three-year renovation programme which
had seen the library closing its doors since
2007. Improvements have been carried out
to the cataloguing system for volumes and
manuscripts and to security measures.
Source: http://www.voanews.com/english/news/
europe/Vatican-to-Open-High-Tech-Library-for-
Ancient-Volumes-102782169.html

Bloomsbury to digitise and publish
Winston Churchill Archive

Agreement has been reached between
Bloomsbury Publishing and Sir Winston
Churchill Archive Trust and Churchill

printed. ! ' huret
Source: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/ Heritage Ltd that will see the digitisation
id/38903663/ and publication of the one-million-page

Online Reading sets Guinness World
Record

Authors for Peace organised the world’s
largest ever live broadcast online reading
session. Eighty authors participated in a
24-hour event held on 21st September. On
the occasion of United Nation’s
International Day of Peace, authors read
from their own works in solidarity with
persons who are oppressed or who are

caught in conflict
Source: http://www.authorsforpeace.com/the-
event-2010.html

archive of Sir Winston Churchill’s papers.
The digital archive, offering access to a
collection of primary sources of such an
important 20th century British politician, is
expected to be made available to libraries
and individuals in 2012.

Source: http://www.bloomsbury.com/whatsnew/
details.aspx?id=195

Sir Winston Churchill |

New novel set in Malta
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Like bees to honey by British author Caroline Smailes is a novel “of family, redemption |}
and ghosts”. As a child, Smailes, whose maternal grandmother was Maltese, used to |
spend summer holidays in Malta. Her own experience and connections with Malta find i
themselves into the novel which centres round a young Maltese lady who is disowned by I
her family for falling pregnant while studying in England. The character returns to Malta
to make amends with her parents, carrying with her grief and hope, in search of healing. :
I

Smailes, C. Like bees to honey. London: HarperCollins, 2010
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News on Archives

New acquisitions at the National Archives

A collection of old Lyceum registers was
presented to the National Archives of Malta.
Records deposited date back to the mid/late 1800's
and include names of past Lyceum students who
later made a name for themselves as scholars.

New Digital Laboratory inaugurated at the
National Archives (Gozo section)

The investment will see the digitisation of archival
documents in Gozo. The new digital laboratory
was inaugurated during Archives Awareness
Week, on the occasion of the 21st anniversary of
the opening of the National Archives in Victoria.
An exhibition, titled Gozo Domestic Architecture
— a awindling heritage, on display at the National
Archives Gozo section, was also inaugurated.

New publication launched

Prof. Horatio C.R. Vella launches The Earliest
Church Register in Gozo 1554—1628. The book
is a transcription and a study of the oldest register
housed at the Gozo Bishop’s Curia.  The

publication throws new light on the history of the
Church in Gozo and offers insight into social
history on the island.

Exhibition at the Notarial Archives

Documents were exhibited on the occasion of
Notte Bianca held in Valletta on 25th September.
Among the documents on display was Pietru
Caxaro’s Cantilena, the oldest record available in
Maltese.

Doctorate in manuscript conservation

Theresa Zammit Lupi obtains doctorate degree in
the conservation of manuscripts from Camberwell
College, University of the Arts, London. This is
the first doctorate in conservation awarded to a
Maltese student.

Her thesis was entitled: The codicological study
on the L'Isle Adam illuminated graduals:
manufacture, condition and proposals for
conservation treatment. Her research involved the
study on the musical manuscript collection housed
at St John’s Co-Cathedral Museum in Valletta.

Documents Archive Management

DAM launches new Document Archiving package
for small and medium enterprises, offering
professional and secure off-site archiving. The
company provides archiving solutions with a 24x7
access via its web portal.

Birth of Agatha Christie commemorated

This year marks the 120th anniversary of the birth of Agatha Christie. This prolific British writer,
considered as The Queen of Crime, whose books have been translated into over 45 languages, was born on

15th September 1890.

To commemorate this occasion, various activities were organised in Britain.
These included a Christie Week between 12-19th September. Google also
launched a special logo, known as Google doodle, featuring one of Christie’s
well-known fictional characters, Hercule Poirot . Other authors that have been
commemorated by Google doodles in the past are H.G. Wells, Mary Shelley,
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry and Hans Christian Andersen.

Meanwhile, libraries have been invited to celebrate the event by implementing
suggestions outlined in the Agatha Christie Limited website:
http://www.agathachristie.com/footer/help-info/im-a-librarian/

SRR - 36 1Y

Suggestions for librarians include organising a quiz night, hosting a display of Christie’s books, audio-
tapes, CDs and DVDs, holding a talk on the history and development of crime fiction, staging a reading of
one of Christie’s plays and other entertaining and educational activities.
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Local News

.Malta exhibits at Frankfurt Book Fair for the
; first time ever

ERepresentatives from the Malta Council for
' Culture and the Arts, the National Book council
.and other members from the local book industry
'attended the Frankfurt world-famous fair held
:between 6-10 October. The Maltese delegation’s
'aim was the promotion of Malta's book and the
Elocal literary scene and the establishment of new
tcollaborations with foreign writers, printers and
1 publishers.

EIncrease in the use of Public Libraries

' Statistics  released by the Department of
EInformation show that the number of books on
iloan from public libraries between January and
1July 2010 amounted to 475,725. The figure
1 denotes an increase of around 60,000 compared to
1 the figure for the same period the previous year.

Floating book shop visits Malta

Logos Hope, the world’s largest floating book fair
berthed at Valletta Waterfront. It was open to the
public between 29th September and 17th October.
The ship offered a selection of over 7,500 books
covering a range of subjects.

University Library :
A new library management system, Aleph 500,
has been installed. The new system includes an!
easy to navigate online catalogue. This web-:
based catalogue indicates location and avallablllty'
of books. ;

Book Donations
Bank of Valletta donated a collection of Maltese
books to St Paul’s Bay Public Library.

Funds for Book Restoration !
Air Malta assists in the restoration of books at the |
National Library. The airline has committed itself E
to donate one euro for every online booking from |
Malta between 12th August and 12th September.

Letter published in The Times 27/8

Hopes for new chapter in library services by Dr.
William Zammit, Head Division of Library,!
Information & Archive Studies, University of, .
Malta. The letter focuses on the shortcomings i 1n'
the library sector, especially at the Natlonal'
Library, but Zammit expresses the hope that theI
forthcoming legislation will address these issuesi
and attract “much needed qualified and!
enthusiastic professionals to work in the sector”.

PUBLIC LIBRARIES BILL

tabled in Parliament

Motion No. 170 - Public Libraries (Amendt) Bill - (1st Reading) - 24/9/2010

All men by nature
desire knowledge.
- Aristotle

Source:
http://www.quotationspage.com/
subjects/knowledge/

Maita Library & Information Association
clo University of Malta Library
Msida MSD 2080

Email: info@malia-malta.org
Web: www.malia-malta.org

. Book fair being organised between 10-14th November at the
Mediterranean Conference Centre.

National Book Council activities
Source: Folju Nru.100 at http://www.ktieb.org.mt/

October. Aptly called I/-Ktieb, it focuses on the Maltese book. |
Historians, librarians, authors and publlshers are expected to!
take part. Presented and produced by Gorg Mallia, with the
participation of Sergio Grech.

. Conference on Bedtime Reading held at Grand Hotel Excelsior
on 23rd October.

. Books on the Beach Initiative, launched by the Parliamentary
Secretary for Tourism and Culture and the National Book Council,
was held over summer.
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