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Landmark developments in Maltese Library and Archive Education
Dr. William Zammit
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On 27" January of this year the Centre for
Communications Technology at the University of
Malta, which had comprised the Division of Library and
Information Studies since the mid 1990s, officially
became a Faculty. The newly-established Faculty of
Media and Knowledge Sciences is now made up of six
departments, including the Department of Library
Information and Archive Sciences. Thus, for the first
time ever, the academic importance of library and
archive studies has been recognised by our university
as deserving a department of their own.

This certainly positive development necessitated a
number of changes in the courses offered in the area
of studies. The need to address the issue of switching
over from part-time evening courses to full-time day
ones became more urgent with the acquisition of
departmental status.  Strategic  considerations,
however, were the main motivating factors behind this
change. The Division of Library and Information
Studies had been offering part-time evening diploma-
level course in Librarianship and in Archives and
Records Management for over fifteen years. A degree
in Library, Information and Archive Studies also started
to be offered some years later.

During all those years a very considerable number of
individuals already working in the library and archive
areas followed these courses with success, to the
advantage of their own professional development as
well as to the institution in which they worked. It was,
however, felt that after so many years a degree of
saturation had been reached in this regard and that
there is a need to offer courses to a younger university
audience. The need for aftracting new blood and for
encouraging younger individuals to pursue a
profession in library and archive studies was the
primary consideration for switching over to full-time,
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day courses. Not only are more professionals required
by our libraries and archives, but lack of individuals
with the right expertise to lecture in certain areas of our
courses is also being acutely felt.

As from October of this year the department will be
offering two courses, namely the degree in Library,
Information and Archive Studies and the diploma in
Library and Information Studies. The degree course
will be spread over three years of full-time day study.
During the first year the student needs to take two
main areas of study, namely library and archives as
well as any other from the areas that are offered.

Following the successful completion of the first year
students may opt to pursue library and archive studies
at an Honours level, continue studying two subjects or
else opt for an Honours degree in the second area,
with library and archive studies remaining as their
subsidiary area of studies. Thus, for the first time,
students are being given the option to proceed with
their studies either at an Honours or General/Ordinary
level.

The diploma in Library and Information Studies
consists of a two-year day course. It is primarily
intended for individuals who are already working in a
library/archive setting.

The department is currently working on other
initiatives, particularly in the area of postgraduate
studies. The recruitment of full-time academic staff
within the department should contribute towards mak-
ing this wish become a reality.

William Zammit

Head, Department of Library Information and
Archive Sciences

Faculty of Media and Knowledge Sciences
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worth watching, and inspiring :

Videos by Sister Libraries

Some of the libraries participating in the project "Sister Libraries for Children's and Young Adult's
reading” have made short videos on the work they are doing together. Here are the links, they are really

http:/iwww.youtube.com/watch?v=HuJUSaJuRCg. (Haiti-US)
hitp:/lyoutu.belw5ZepTxDjyU (Serbia-Germany)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1AJKNt52Cus (Lebanon-France)
http:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=bsV7Im5ZY4E (Burkina Faso) : this library is looking for a Sister Library...

Also, a system of “Godmothers” has been installed, where registered libraries can write to, or be contacted by, members of the
Standing Committee of IFLA section Libraries for Children and Young Adults (see Godmothers' names and e-mail addresses on
http://sisterlibraries.wordpress.co).

Out now: 2010 IFLA Annual Report— http:/iwww.ifla.org/files/hg/annual-reports/2010.pdf
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Libraries move into 21st century

Robert Mizzi
(reproduced from The Times of Malta, 6 July 2011)

The Malta Libraries Act was published on May 20 after what can be defined as a long and winding road. The
need for a new law on libraries that repeals the outdated Chapter 92 of the Laws of Malta relating to public
libraries had been felt for many years.

The first attempt at drafting a new libraries law goes back to 2004 when MaLIA had been approached to provide
feedback on a draft for a new Bill on libraries. The MaLIA council had provided feedback to the minister
responsible for libraries at that time, Louis Galea.

The Report On The State Of Maltese Libraries, published in 2006, provided a wealth of information on the state
of local public libraries and the national library (besides other library sectors like academic and specialised
libraries) and was used extensively by the MaLIA council to draft a new position statement based on factual
information and best practices abroad in the field of legislation concerning libraries.

In the document, MaLIA proposed a new organisational structure, which, apart from suggesting an independently
run authority, also recommended two high-level managerial posts, deputising for the national librarian. This
document also proposed the establishing of a Libraries Council.

Fast forward to January 2009 when MaLlA was again consulted on the latest draft that was this time much closer
to the proposals forwarded by MaLIA. At this stage, the MaLlA council also took the initiative to get all the major
stakeholders together and discuss the Bill being proposed in further detail. This led to more feedback arriving
from other important areas.

Act No. VIl of 2011 may, of course, need to be tweaked in the future but it nevertheless encompasses the main
issues and concepts that MaLIA had brought forward in its position statement of 2007. The new law also
declares that there shall be a National Librarian and two Deputy Librarians, one for the National Library and one
for the Public Libraries. This is good news as the need for a dedicated person in a management position to each
of these important sectors, which are distinct in their roles, has been felt and sorely missed over the years.

The legal deposit has now been extended to cover publications in practically all formats. The main lacuna of this
important function in the previous law had been the lack of legal backing to collect our published national
heritage in the various formats that publishing has evolved to over the years besides the printed format (books
and periodicals).

A new and important development that this law will bring about is the formation of what will be known as the
Malta Libraries Council. Article 16 spells out the functions of this council that should have an advisory role, which,
in my opinion, is nevertheless fundamental in providing the National Librarian with the necessary advice and
cooperation to enable the implementation of a long-term strategy that will see our libraries being revamped.

Part lll of the law deals mainly with administrative and personnel provisions. The new classification for
employees mentioned in article 19 is undoubtedly one of the main bones of contention. There is no doubt that
there is a dire need to reclassify the current library grades and also to offer better conditions to professional and
para-professional library staff.

So where do we go from here? Have we finally arrived at the Promised Land?

We have made the first step as we now have a legal framework on which to work and move forward. The hard
work starts now. | am sure the minister knows full well that the appointment of the National Librarian and his/her
deputies and the appointment of the Libraries Council are of vital importance. After these posts have been
appointed, it is up to the persons entrusted with the responsibility to move our libranes into the 21 century. As
article 33 of the Malta Libraries Act states, the minister will have the authority to make the necessary regulations
to further enhance the functionality of this act. The persons appointed in the roles above will be fundamental in
providing the minister with the proper guidance on the way forward for our libraries.

My concluding remark must be a heartfelt appeal to all stakeholders to get on board. We need to maximise the
use of our resources and ensure that all the necessary synergies are in place. This is the only way we can
achieve our goals.

MaLlA will continue following developments closely and giving its support through all the means at its disposal.
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Technology News

Five Best Note Taking Applications

Whether you're headed back to school this autumn or you just want a better way to keep your notes, memos, and other tidbits of
information organised, you have a number of applications to choose from. Some of them just help you get your thoughts down
quickly, others sync with online services that organise your notes for you. Here are the top five apps or services for the job.

Evernote — Evernote helps you remember everything-and by everything, we really do mean everything. The service's webapp,
desktop apps for Windows and Mac OS, mobile apps for iPhone and iPad, Android, BlackBerry, Windows Phone 7, and even
WebOS mean that Evemote can help you take notes, save them, tag them with a location, create and organize notebooks, and
share them anywhere you are and on any device you happen to have on you.

Springpad — Springpad takes the hassle out of organizing your notes and thoughts for you, and organizes everything without
your help. You have to set up a few basic categories, but of all of the note taking services, Springpad is probably the best at
automatically guessing what it is you've just clipped from the web, snapped a photo of, or uploaded to your notebooks and
organizing it without your help.

MS OneNote — OneNote grew from a side-component of Microsoft Office (for Windows) into a full-fledged and robust note taking
and organization tool in its own right. The tool functions like a basic word proessor, but it saves automatically, lets you enter any
kind of information anywhere, create and save notebooks for specific subjects and projects, and then share those notes and
notebooks with others.

Simplenote — Simplenote is easy to use, free, and has a robust user and developer community behind it creating apps and
utilities that plug into the service to make it even easier to use. Simplenote lets you easily jot down your thoughts and organize
them by tag, search note contents and tags later to find what you need again later, search through revision history for your notes,
share them with others, and access them on any web-enabled device

Pen(cil) and Paper — Many of you said you don't need a special app to take notes: you don't even need a computer or a tablet
to stay organized. Sometimes the oldest methods are the best, and you said that when you head to class or into a meeting, you
bring pen and paper instead of laptop or tablet. What happens to those notes after the meeting vary; some of you type them up
and store them, others just organize your paper notes, but for many of you paper and pen (or pencil) is the way to go.

Source: http://m.lifehacker.com/5837191/five-best-note-taking-applications

Welsh Libraries and Web 2.0: a survey of access and views in 2010

Web 2.0 technology includes popular websites such as Facebook, Twitter and Flickr. This report is a snap-shot of the
views of librarians of the use of Web 2.0 in libraries in Wales.

There are thousands of examples and usages for Web 2.0 and this report focuses on the main ones that are currently used by
libraries, or are popular with users. it compares access by the different library sectors to different types of Web 2.0 technologies
and also looks at what libraries are doing and what they would like to do with Web 2.0 technologies.

To download the report, go to
http://wales.gov.ukitopics/cultureandsport/museumsarchiveslibraries/cymal/researchandevidence/librariesandweb2/?
lang=en

Local News on Archives
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First original Indexes on line

Search the indexes of the ‘Original Acts’ of the Magnia Curia Castellania (MCC A.Q.), dated 1543 to 1798. The Magnia Curia
Castellania was a Tribunal of first instance which was composed of the Castellano and two Judges, one of whom had the
jurisdiction over civil and the other over criminal cases. During the Gallic invasion, it was succeeded by the Tribunale Provvisorio
and Tribunale Civile di Prim’Instanza. During the protectorate years (1800-1814), it was known as Gran Corte della Valletta.

Go to www.nationalarchives.gov.mt
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