In-numru kbir ta’ sigar ta’ speci dif-
ferenti li jikbru fil-Buskett jipprovdu
ambjent mill-agwa ghall-aghsafar.
Fis-sigar kbar I-aghsafar isibu kenn u
anke ikel. L-ikel jikkonsisti fi zrieragh,
frott, dud u nsetti li huma mfittxija
hafna mill-aghsafar. Fil-Buskett in-
sibu rqajja’ ta’ ambjenti differenti li
jigbdu varjeta’ ta’ aghsafar, kollha
jfittxu I-ikel partikolari taghhom.

L-Aghsafar

fil-Buskett

Paul Portelli

L-aghsatar li jidhru fil-Buskett
nistghu nagsmuhom fi tliet gruppi;
a) dawk li huma residenti, jigifieri
dawk |i jinsabu fil-Buskett is-sena
kollha, fejn anke jbejtu;
b) dawk li jigu fir-rebbiegha u jibgghu
biex ibejtu, u
c) dawk li jidhru biss waqt il-passa
tar-rebbiegha u tal-harifa u li whud
minnhom igattghu x-xitwa kollha fil-
Buskett.

AGHSAFAR RESIDENTI

Fil-Buskett u madwaru jghixu u jbejtu
ta’ kull sena sitt speci ta’ aghsafar.
Dawn huma I-Bufula Sewda (Sard/ -
nian  Warbler); il-Bufula Hamra
(Spectacled Warbler) li dan l-ahhar
naqgset hafna; il-Baghal ta’ I-imrewha
(Fan-tailed Warbler); il-Baghal tal-
Gholliq (Cetti’s Warbler); id-Durrajsa
(Corn Bunting) u |-Ghasfur tal-Bejt
(Spanish Sparrow). Dawn wiehed
jista’" jismaghhom u jarahom fil-
Buskett is-sena kollha jittajru hielsa,
filwaqt li jimlew dan il-masgar bl-
ilwien u I-ghana taghhom.

AGHSAFAR LI
MAGHNA FIS-SAJF

Zewg speci ta’ aghsafar li jbejtu fil-
Buskett: huma z-Zanzarell| tat-Tikki
(Spotted Flycatcher) li kwazi jbejjet
kull sena u I-Kaccamendula
(Woodchat Shrike ) li qabel kienet tbe-
jjet ta’" spiss. Dawn ipassu fir-
rebbiegha, u ftit minnhom jibqghu
hawn u jbejtu ghall-habta ta’ I-ahhar
ta’ Mejju.

JIBQGHU
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Wara li jtellghu I-frieh taghhom,
huma jergghu jpassu fil-harifa lejn I-
Afrika. Fi zmien il-bejta mhix haga
rari li tara xi Zanzarell tat-Tikki fuq xi
tarf ta’ fergha tiela’ u niezel jagbad
I-insetti. Anke |-Kaccamendula gieli
tidher fug xi zokk tgharrex ghall-
gremxul jew ghal xi nsetti mdaqqsa,
bhal per ezempju gurati.

Ta’ kull sena jkun hemm aghsafar
ohra |i jirppruvaw ibejtu fil-Buskett.
F'dan ma jsehhilhomx mhux ghax |-
ambjent ma hux addattat, izda ghax
jisfaw mearuda, magbuda jew im-
naffra millijaghmluhekk. Fost dawn
I-aghsafar insibu I-Isponsun (Chaf-
finch), |-Apparell (Serin), il-Gojjin
(Linnet), |-Ispanjulett (Kestrel) u anke
I-Barbagann (Barn Owl/) u xi par
Gamiem (Turtle Dove).

AGHSAFAR TAL-PASSA U
TAX-XITWA

L-aghsafar tal-passa veru li jaghtu de-
hra mill-isbah lill-Buskett, kemm
fir-rebbiegha kif ukoll fil-harifa. Matul
il-passa tar-rebbiegha jidhru bosta
Gamiem, Tajr Isfar (Go/den Oriole) u
Qerd in-Nahal (Bee-eater). Dawn
bhall-aghsafar I-ohra kollha jkunu sej-
rin lejn I-Ewropa biex jibnu I-bejta u
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jtellghu I-frieh taghhom. Mill-banda I-
ohra fil-passa tal-harifa jidhru hafna
Tajr tal-Priza (Birds of Prey), Mlievez
(Thrushes),  Sturnell  (Starlings),
Pittirossi (Robins), Kapineri
(Blackcaps), u aghsafar ohra. Uhud
minn dawn jibqghu x-xitwa kollha fil-
Buskett, biex mad-dahla
tar-rebbiegha jergghu jitilghu lejn
[-Ewropa biex ibidu.

Fost dawn insibu lill-Pitirross li
jibga’ Malta anke sa Marzu. Wiehed
jista’ jara dan I|-ghasfur inaqgi d-dud
minn fuq il-weraq jew jghanni minn
galb is-sigar u jimla [|-Buskett
bil-ghana helu tieghu. Il-Kapinera
tidher ukoll tiekol il-frott iswed
tal-liedna (/vy) li tiksi bosta hitan u
sigar fil-Buskett. L-ghana ta’ dan
I-ghasfur hi tassew sabiha u I-gonna
tal-Buskett jidwu b’din I-ghana minn
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Dicembru sa Marzu. Iz-Zakak Abjad
(White Wagtail), iz-Zakak tad-Dell
(Grey Wagtail) u |-Pespus (Meadow

Pipit), li t-tlieta igattghu x-xitwa
maghna ukoll jidhru jfittxu d-dud fil-
hamrija. lzda bla dubju, I-aktar
aghsafar |i jipprovdu spettaklu

fil-Buskett huma t-Tajr tal-Priza i
jidhru kull Settembru. F'dan iz-zmien
dawn l-aghsafar ikunu ged ipassu
mill-Ewropa ghall-Afrika. Peress i
dawn ma jhobbux jittajru distanzi
twal fuq I-ibhra, jfittxu kurrenti ta’ arja

shuna i tkun tielgha ‘I fug u
litghinhom joghlew. Fug dawn
il-kurrenti ta’ arja shuna dawn

|-aghsafar jissiefhu u jissaqqgru fuq il-
masgar u jkun fihom gmiel liema
bhalu.

Fost dawn wiehed jista’ jara
Kuccard (Honey Buzzards),
Spanjuletti (Kestrels) Bisien

(Peregrine Falcons), Isqra (Hawks),
Bughadam (Harriers) u anke xi Arpa
(Osprey) u xi Sparvier (Sparrow
Hawk). Mhux |-ewwel darba li jidher
ukoll xi Seqer tal-Hannieqga (Hobby)
jagbad xi mazzarell mill-ajru. Anke xi
Spanjulett igharrex ghal xi gurdien fl-
art jista’ jintlemah. Biss mhux it-Tajr
tal-Priza kollha jinzlu ghall-ikel fil-
Buskett. IlI-Kuccard, per ezempju,
jinzel fis-sigar taz-Znuber biex
jorqod lejl wiehed, ghax dan ma
jiekolx waqt li jkun ged ipassi.

II-Buskett ilu santwarju ta’
|-aghsafar sa mill-1932 u minn dan
iz-zmien fil-Buskett ma setghetx issir
lakaccaulangasinsib. ll-ligijiet godda
ta” 1-1980 ghamluha wkoll illegali li
wiehed igorr arma tan-nar, skratac u
anke trabokki mhux biss fil-Buskett
izda ukoll sa 200 metru mad-dawra
tieghu. L-aghsafar kollha huma
protetti fil-Buskett. lzda
sfortunatament bosta minn dawn
I-aghsafar protetti jingatlu u jingabdu
fil-Buskett. Kull sena jsir massakru
shih  mit-Tajr tal-Priza, Gamiem,
Sturnell, Imlievez u aghsafar ohra fis-
santwarju tal-Buskett. Barra minn
hekk il-gbid illegali tal-Pitirrossi
bit-trabokki (illegali wkoll) hi haga ko-
muni fil-Buskett. Kemm ikun sabih
dan il-post kieku I-aghsafar li jinzlu fih
jithallew jittajru hielsa u ma jinqatlux
illegalment. Kemm ikun sabih kieku
kulhadd ikun jista’ jzur u jgawdi
[-gmiel tan-natura fost I-ghana u
I-lwien ta’ l-aghsafar fil-Buskett.
Kemm ikunu aktar |-aghsafar li jbejtu
[-Buskett u jimlew pajjizna bil-frieh
taghhhom. Ghalhekk hemm bzonn li
I-Buskett jigi mhares ahjar biex
kulhadd ikun jista’ jgawdi I-aghsafaru
I-hlejjaq I-ohra kollha.
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