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IL-BUSKETT = ingawduh \
minghajr ma neqirdu

FI-1932 il-Buskett gie protett bil-ligi u
ma setghetx issir la kacca u lanqas insib.
FI-1980 anke I-garr ta’ snieter u skratac
fil-Buskett saru illegali. lllum kulhadd
jista’ jmur il-Buskett biex igawdi dan I-
ambjent naturali bil-hajja kollha Ii tghix
fih. U meta mmorru I-Buskett
m’ghandniex inqacctu, neqirdu, nagbdu,
noqtlu u naghmlu I-hsara. Mhux talli
hekk, imma meta niehdu gost bil-hlejjaq i
Jjinstabu hemm ghandna nhalluhom
ighixu  hielsa  fl-ambjent  naturali
taghhom, biex min imur warajna
igawdihom ukoll.

Hi hasra kbira i bosta kaccaturi
jmorru I-Buskett kontra I-ligi u joqtlu I-
aghsafar Ii jaraw specjalment tajr tal-
priza. Barra minn dawn, lejn il-Buskett
Jidhru wkoll bosta tfal u anke kbar jonsbu
ghall-Pitirrossi, ukoll kontra I-ligi. Dawn
ma jkunux qed ihallu lil haddiehor igawdi
l-aghsafar fil-Buskett. Kulhadd ghandu
Jjghin biex il-Buskett jigi mhares ahjar u
biex hadd ma jkun jista’ jkompli jeqred
l-aghsafar kontra I-ligi, u jagbad zringijiet,
imriezep u friefet, u jqaccat sigar u fjuri...
/l-Buskett hu ta’ kullhadd u kulhadd
ghandu dritt igawdih minghajr ma
Jjeqred.

F'din il-harga ta’ IN-NATURA — i
qgabel kien [-GHASFUR U L-AMBJENT
NATURALI — ser naghtu harsa aktar mill-
vicin lefn dan il-gmiel naturali Ii wiehed

Isib fil-Buskett.
L-Ed itld
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Travel the elegant way

The special occasion specialists. That's how many people see us. And we like
knowing that our efforts to add that touch of class to these special occasions is being
acknowledged

John's Garage Ltd., caters in a large
way for all important functions
Anything in fact, from an executive
business occasion to a State occasion,
a wedding or even a funeral. Our
special occasion chauffeur driven fleet
of cars include Rolls Royce, a Cadillac,
a Princess, and a whole array of
impressive Mercedes. All very
chviously looked after with care

ROLLS

ROYCE

europcar

In the past 27 years, we have been Our car rental fleet is planned to We are proud of the close
of service to all kinds of visitors to suit all tastes; from the humble association with Europcar, a
the Island; conference delegates, mini to the elegant Mcrcedes. prestigious name in the car rental
foreign diplomats and, naturally, Airport transfers in private world. The Europcar professional
the tourist in general. limousine, minibus or service is known all over the world

coach are an everyday for the treatment meted out to its

thing for us. clients. This is assured through the

sterling service of John’s Garage
Ltd., which also operates a
hospitality counter at Luga Airport

Ai' co“dit“oned Ca“ Arrivals Lounge for Europcar.
JOHN’'S GARAGE - everything you require in car hire.
38 Villambrosa Str., Hamrun. Tel. 228745, 605038




[z-Zanzarell
Tat-Tikki

Raymond Galea

|z-Zanzarell tat-Tikki (Spotted
Flycatcher) hu wiehed minn hames
speci ta’ zanzarelli li jzuru |-Gzejjer
Maltin u forsi |-aktar wiehed komuni
fosthom. L-erba’ speci |-ohra huma:
iz-Zanzarell tal-Kullar  (Collared
Flycatcher), iz-Zanzarell tal-Lvant
(Semi-Collared  Flycatcher)  iz-
Zanzarell Iswed (Pied Flycatcher) u
z-Zanzarell ta’ Sidru Ahmar (Red-
breasted Flycatcher).

Iz-Zanzarell tat-Tikki hu ghasfur
kwazi dagqs |-Ghammiel tal-Bejt,
ghalkemm iktar mislut. Hu griz
kannella minn fug u bajdani minn
taht. Mill-grib jidhru tikek skuri fuq ir-
ras u strixxi rqaq fuq is-sider. Saqajh
u mungaru huma suwed. Ir-ragel u
|-mara huma ta’ |-istess lewn u ma
jintgharfux minn xulxin. L-ghajta
normali taz-Zanzarell tat-Tikki hi tzii
filwaqt |i meta jersaq xi periklu
jghajjat twii-tak-tak.

Dan iz-Zanzarell, bhal kwazi z-
zanzarelli l-ohra kollha jhobb jogghod
fuq xi quccata ta’ xi sigra jew fit-tarfta’
xi fergha, ghassa ghal xi dubbiena,
nemusa jew insett iehor li jkun
gieghed jittajjar vicin. B’heffa kbira
dan itir ghal fug l-insett, jagbdu u
jerga’ lura fuq l-istess fergha. Dan
jista jdum zmien twil tiela’ u niezel
jagbad l-insetti minn fuq [-istess
fergha jew zokk.

Saviour Balzan

|z-Zanzarell tat-Tikki hu komuni

fil-pajjizi kollha ta’ I-Ewropa, fejn
insibuh ibejjet ukoll. Fil-Gzejjer
taghna hu komuni fil-passa tar-

rebbiegha meta jidher minn nofs
April sal-bidu ta’ Gunju. Fil-harifa
jidher f'numri izghar minn nofs
Awissu sal-bidu ta’ Novembru,
ghalkemm f'xi maltempata jista’ jigi
f'numri akbar. Xi par jew tnejn
jibgghu maghna fis-sajf biex ibejtu.
Billi dan I-ghasfur ihobb jogghod
f'postijiet bis-sigar, bla dubju ta’ xejn
li I-aktar post favorit tieghu fil-Gzejjer
Maltin hu [|-Buskett. II-Buskett joffri
ambjent tajjeb ghal dan I-ghasfur biex
ibejjet u jrabbi I-frieh tieghu.
Iz-Zanzarell tat-Tikki nstab ibejjet
ghall-ewwel darba f'Gunju ta’ I1-1971,
meta par bi tliet ifrieh ghadhom kif
taru kienu prezenti fil-Buskett.
Nistghu nghidu li minn dakinhar ‘I
hawn bejjet ta” kull sena.
_lIs-sigar taz-Znuber u dawk tac-
Cipress huma l-aktar imfittxija minn
dan |-ghasfur biex jibni |-bejta tieghu.
Fil-Buskett mhix problema kbira li jsib
minn dawn is-sigar. ll-bejta jhobb
jibnija I-aktar fit-tarf ta’ xi fergha qgalb
il-weraq tac—Cipress. Din x’aktarx
ma tkunx tintlahag mill-art u difficli li
taraha ghax tkun mohbija sewwa.
Iz-Zanzarell tat-Tikki jibda jahseb
biex jibni |-bejta tieghu ghall-ahhar ta’
Mejju. Din jibniha minn huxlief u
haxix niexef li jsib taht is-sigar. Fil-




Buskett ihobb juza I-aktar il-weraq
niexfa tas-sigra taz-Znuber. ll-bejta
tkun xi ftit catta u minn gewwa I-qaleb
ma tantx ikun fond. Kemm il-mara kif
ukoll ir-ragel jiehdu hsieb biex jibnu
I-bejta.

[l-mara tbid minn tnejn sa hames
bajdiet. ll-kulur tal-bajd ivarja xi ftit
minn bejta ghall-ohra. Jista’ jkun ikhal
car jew fl-ahdar jew abjad mahmug,
imma ta’ spiss dawn ikollhom hafna
tikek orangjo fil-kannella. General-
ment il-mara biss tiehu hsieb biex is-
sahhanhom ghal madwar erbatax-il
gurnata, filwaqt |li r-ragel joqghod
ghassa fit-territorju taghhom.

Ghall-ewwel zmien wara i
jfaqqsu, il-mara zzoq il-frieh b'xi
insetti zghar li r-ragel igibilha, filwaqt
li hi tibga” fug il-bejta ssahhanhom.
Meta jikbru xi ftit hi wkoll tmur
iggbilhom I-ikel. Dawn il-frieh idumu
tlettax-il gurnata fil-bejta qabel
jippruvaw jaghmlu l-ewwel titjira
taghhom. Ghall-ewwel dawn ma
jkunux jafu jtiru sewwa. ll-genituri

taghhom 1dumu jiehdu hsiebhom u
jzogquhom ghal xi ghoxrin gurnata
ohra wara |i jittajru. Meta jikbru
sewwa I-frieh ikunu jixbhu I-genituri,
ghalkemm ikunu aktar kanella minn
fug u jkollhom ferm aktar tikek. Iz-
Zanzarell tat-Tikki jbid darbtejn fi
stagun wiehed u I-bic¢ca |-kbira jerga
juza l-istess bejta ta’ I-ewwel darba.

Kif rajna I-Buskett ghandu parti
mportanti ghal xi aghsafar tas-sigar li
jistghu u jkunu jridu jbejtu fi gziritna.
Barra z-Zanzarell tat-Tikki, ta’ kull
sena jippruvaw ibejtu xi pari tal-
Gamiem (Turtle Doves ), Sponsuni
(Chaffinches) u Apparelli (Serins);
izda minhabba dawk |i majirrispet-
tawx in-natura dawn l|-aghsafar ma
jirnexxilhomx ibejtu ghax jingabdu
jew jingatlu u dan meta |-Buskett hu
post imhares bil-ligi, fejn hadd ma
jista’ jagbad u jew joqgtol aghsafar.

Meta l-aghsafar jinghataw ic-
cans, jirnexxilhom ibejtu fil-Gzejjer
Maltin, bhalma rrnexxielu z-Zanzarell
tat-Tikki.




Kif tersag vicin il-Buskett, I-eqdem
masgar f'Malta, tilmah il-Kastell ta’
Verdala fil-quccata, imdawwar Dbil-
hdura tas-sigar. Bosta minn dawn is-
sigar ihaddru huma taz-Znuber
(Aleppo Pine). Darba din is-sigra
kienet tghix fis-selvagg mal-pajjizi tal-
Mediterran, anke f'pajjizna. Illum
dawk is-sigar taz-Znuber li jikbru fis-
selvagg huma verament ftit. Bosta
minnhom gew inhawla mill-bniedem.
F'xi nhawi bhal fil-Buskett jikbru
wehidhom. Dan jigri wara |i z-
zerriegha li tkun imxerrda mir-rih
taqa’ fl-art, tinbet f'xitla |i tikber
f'sigra. Dan il-metodu ta’ tixrid ta’
zerriegha jissejjah naturalizzazzjoni.
Iz-Znuber ghandu l-weraq
gishom labar. Dawn jifilhu ghar-rifh u
ghan-nixfa. Mill-banda |-ohra din is-
sigra ma thobbx ir-raxx tal-bahar jew
ilma salmastru. Din is-sigra ma
tfarfarx il-weraq taghha fix-xitwa u
tibga’ thaddar is-sena kollha. Iz-
zerriegha ta’ din is-sigra issir gisha
Cippitatu kbir li jsibuh bhala prinjol.
Fil-Buskett wiehed jista’ jara bosta
minn dawn il-prinjoli kemm fuq is-
sigar kif ukoll niexfa fl-art tahthom.

Is-Sigar
fil-Buskett

Joe Borg

CIPRESS
weraq u frott

Sigar ohra li jolgtu I-ghajn f'xifer
it-triq kif tidhol fil-Buskett huma is-
sigar twal twal, li nsibuhom bhala s-
sigar tac-Cimiterju, ghax jinstabu
jikbru f'kull ¢imiterju. Dawn huma s-
sigar tac-Cipress (Cypress); sigar
twal, wiesgha minn isfel, jirgaqu u
jispiccaw f'ponta. ll-weraq ta’ din is-
sigra huma wkoll irgaq. I1z-zerriegha
taghhom tkun go blalen zghar li ghall-
ewwel ikunu hodor u mbaghad isiru
kannella, meta jinfethu u jfarfru z-
zerriegha zghira mar-rih.



Fil-Buskett  fil-kenn  tal-wied
hemm ghadd kbir ta’ sigar tal-frott.
Fost dawn insibu sigar tac-citru —
jigifieri tal-Laring, Lumi u Mandolin,
— u sigar tal-frott irgig — Hawh,
Ghajnbaqgar, Tuffieh. Langas u
Bambinell. Dawk tal-frott irgiq kollha
jwaqqghu I-weraq fix-xitwa. Ma’
dawn is-sigar tal-frott insibu wkoll
sigar twal b'weraq hoxnin — in-
Naspli — l-ewwel frotta tar-
rebbiegha. F'xi eghlieqi taht il-Kastell
ta’ Verdala hemm ukoll xi Dwieli
(Vines).

LuaQ
werqa u dehra fix-xitwa

Matul in-nixxiegha ta’ I-ilma fil-
wied, jikbru sigar gholjin, biz-zokk ba-
jdani u b’'weraq li ghandhom forma
dagsxejn wiesgha. Dawn huma s-
sigar tal-Luq (Pop/ar). Dawn is-sigar
iwaqgqgghu I-weraq fil-harifa, izda meta
johorgu fir-rebbiegha fihom dehra
sabiha mhux biss mic-caqliq
taghhom, izda anke ghax il-kulur tal-
weraqg minn fug hu ahdar skur waqt li
minn taht huma bojod.

Jikbru ma’ dawn is-sigar hemm
sigar gholjin ohra, li wkoll jinzghu I-
weraq fix-xitwa. Izda |-weraq ta’ dawn
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BALLUT
weraq u frott

is-sigar huma differenti minn dawk
tal-Lug. Dawn is-sigar huma tal-gewz
tal-Pekan (Pecan Nuts). Ghandhom il-
weraq taghhom ahdar car, zghir u
kemmxejn bil-pizzi. Fil-bidu tax-xitwa
jkollhom il-gewz.

Is-sigra taz-Zebbug (Olive) ma
tonqosx |i  ssib postha anke
fil-Buskett. Din hi sigra li tghix ghal
bosta snin, u ghandha njam iebes.
Kull harifa, taghtina I-frott — zebbug
zghir ghaz-zejt u dak kbir ghall-ikel.

F' bosta nhawi fil-Buskett tikber
ukoll is-sigra tal-gandar, il-Balluta
(Evergreen  Qak). Din  malajr
tintgharat mill-gandar |i taghmel
f'ghamla ta’ zebbuga mgabbda ma’
qgisha pipa zghira.

Tixbah hafna lil din is-sigra tal-
gandar hemm sigra ohra li tikber fil-
Buskett. Din ghandha |-weraq akbar,
kif ukoll hu I-gandar li jkollha. Barra
minn hekk din is-sigra tal-Ballut Ing-
liza (Common Qak) tfarfar il-weraq
fix-xitwa.

ZEBBUG
weraq u frott



FRAXXNU
weraq u fjuri

Wahda mill ftit sigar xjuh |i tin-
stab fil-Buskett hi dik tal-Fraxxnu
(Narrow leaved Ash). Ftit minn dawn
is-sigar jinstabu f'giegh il-wied. Dawn
huma sigar b’zokk ohxon hafna u bi
fjuri donnhom imsielet twal li johorgu
fir-rebbiegha gabel il-weraq.

Jikbru ferm iktar twal mis-sigar
l-ohra kollha fil-Buskett wiehed ma
jistax ma jinnotax is-sigar ta’
I-Awrikarja (Norfolk Island Pine).
Dawn is-sigar jitilghu dritti dritti u
jonfoh kemm jonfoh ir-rih xorta
jibgghu dritti. L-Awrikarja ftit jaghmlu
zerriegha u ghalhekk ma tantx huma
komuni.

Fil-gnub tal-wied, gabel ma titlaqg
il-Buskett  jikbru  s-sigar  baxxi
tad-Deru (Lentisk). Dawn ghandhom
il-weraq irqiq, frieghi iniggzu u
b’sahhithom u jikbru fil-pajjizi
tal-Mediterran. Iz-zerriegha
hamranija taghhom, li tidher bejn
Jannar u April, taghmel lil dawn is-si-
gar attrajenti hafna.

8

DERU
frott, fjura u weraq



XI sigra tal-Harrub (Carob) ma
tongosx f'dawn I-inhawi. Fil-Buskett
tikber wkoll is-sigra tat-Tamal (Date
Palm) li ghandha z-zokk taghha irqaq
minn dak ta’ palm iehor li iixbahha.
lI-Palma tal-Gumar Safrani (Dwarf
Palm) li hi |-Palma  baxxa
tal-Mediterran ukoll tinstab tikber fil-
Buskett.

Dawn is-sigar kollha jaghtu
I-kontribut taghhom biex jaghmlu
I-masgar  fil-Buskett  varjat u
nteressanti. Dan l-ambjent, li ha bosta
snin biex isir dak li hu llum, jehtieg li
nharsuh kontra kull vandalizmu u
gerda ohra ta’ hlejjag li jghixu fih.
Jekk ma nharsuhx sewwa, nistghu
facilment nitilfuh fi ftit granet.

e
N

PALM TAL-GUMAR
weraq u frott

HARRUB
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TAGHRIF DWAR IL-BUSKETT

Michael Grima
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FRIEFET U
BAHRIJIET

Joe Cilia

Fost il-hafna hlejjaq i niltagghu
maghhom fil-Buskett, insibu tipi ta’
friefet differenti li jittajru f'dan |-
ambjent. B'dagsxejn  attenzjoni
nistghu niltaqghu wkoll mal-bahrijiet,
li jkunu reqdin matul il-gurnata, u
nistghu nsibu wkoll xi xaghat (dud)
jew fosdqa ta’ dawn id-diversi friefetu
bahrijiet. [I-Buskett joffri ambjent tista’
tghid uniku fejn insibu dagstant sigar
u vegetazzjoni s-sena kollha u
ghalhekk xi speci ta’ friefet u bahrijiet,
kif ukoll hlejjag ohra, huma aktar
komuni f'dan il-post.

Wiehed mill-isbah friefet tal-
Gzejjer taghna bla dubju ta’ xejn hu
I-FARFETT TAZ-Ziju (Mediterranean
Brimstone). ll-mara u r-ragel ta’ dan
il-farfett ghandhom kuluri differenti.
Filwaqgt li |-mara hi ta’ lewn isfar
hadrani car, ir-ragel hu isfar b’dabra
kbira kulur il-laring fuqg il-gwienah ta’
quddiem. Dan il-farfett narawh jittaj-
jar ghall-bidu tar-rebbiegha. Ir-ragel
jidher jittajjar aktar spiss minhabba li
|-friefett nisa jzommu 'l fuq fil-quécata
tas-sigar u jinzlu 'l isfel hekk kif il-jum
jishon sewwa. ll-mara tbid il-bajd
bajdani fuq iz-ziju (Buckthorn) bejn
Marzu u Gunju. Dawn ifaqqsu wara xi
ghaxart ijiem. Ix-xaghat jew dudu hu
hadrani u jiekol mill-weraq taz-ziju.

- Weraq taz-Ziju

- Il-bajd tal-Farfett taz-Ziju
- Ix-xaghat

- lI-fosdga

- lI-farfett ragel

aphwWwN =



Meta jikber bizzejjed jaghmel fosdqa
hadra mohbija galb il-weraq u z-zkuk.
II-farfett johrog mill-fosdqa wara xi
hmistax-il jum.

Jittajjar fuq il-ward tal-ghollieq
(Brambles) jew tal-liedna (/vy) zgur li
nsibu farfett zghir ikhal. Dan il-farfett
gie osservat ghall-ewwel darba fil-
Gzejjer taghna fl-1961 u nsejhulu
FARFETT TAL-LIEDNA jew tal-
GHOLLIEQ (Holly Blue). Anke fil-kaz
ta’ dan il-farfett, il-mara u r-ragel
jintgharfu minn xulxin permezz ta’
kuluri  differenti  fug il-gwienah.
Filwaqt li r-ragel hu ta’ lewn ikhal
ileqg, minn fuq u lewn il-fidda bajdani
b'tikek suwed minn taht, il-mara hi
simili izda ghandha faxxa sewdinija
fit-truf tal-gwienah. Dan il-farfett ibid
il-bajd tieghu fuq il-blanzuni tal-
liedna, tal-ghollieq jew tat-tuffieh
(Apple). Wara ftit granet dan il-bajd
isir kemmxejn kahlani. Ix-xaghat
jiekol il-petali ta" dawn il-blanzuni u
jinheba gewwa fihom. ll-farfett jittaj-
jar minn Marzu sa Settembru jew
Ottubru u matul dan iz-zmien ibid xi
darbtejn jew tliet darbiet.

Ta" min isemmi |i fil-Buskett in-
sibu tip ta’ farfett li nagas sewwa fil-
Gzejjer taghna. Dan ma ffissirx li ma
niltaqghux mieghu f'inhawi ohra ta’
Malta, imma dan jinsab fi ftit postijiet
biss, inkluz il-Buskett. Dan il-farfett
nistghu nsejhulu |-FARFETT TAS-
SELQ (Small Copper) ghaliex il-pjanta
favorita tieghu biex ibid fugha hi dik
tas-selq (Dock). Dan il-farfett hu I-
ewwel li jidher jittajjar fis-sena, xi
minn daqgiet jidher ukoll fi granet
xemxin ta’ Jannar. ll-gwienah tieghu
huma ta’ lewn ir-ram illustrat, b'tikek
suwed u burdura kannella. Hu jbid
minn darbtejn sa tliet darbiet fis-sena.
II-bajd jitpogga wahda wahda fuq il-
pjanta tas-selq. Din hi pjanta li thobb
l-umdita u hafna drabi tinsab f'qiegh

1-Weragq ta’ I-Ghollieq

2-1l-bajd li tbid il-bahrija Vapourer
3-Ix-xaghat tal-Vapourer
4-1|-fosdga

5-ll-farfett ragel G'umara ¢




xi wied minn fejn jghaddi I-ilma. Ix-
xaghat hu ta’ lewn ahdar b’rigi homor
fug daharu u matul genbejh. ll-fosqda
titwahhal mal-weraq b'harira
madwarha.

Il-bahrijiet jixbhu hafna lill-friefet,
bid-differenza li dawn jittajru general-
ment bil-lejl. Izda hemm wahda minn
dawn li tidher matul il-gurnata tittajjar
bil-heffa fuq il--fjuri, specjalment
dawk tal-lantana (Shrub Verbena),
tixrob I-ilma helu b’ilsien twil waqt li
tittajjar wieqfa: hi dik imsejha |-
HABBARA jew BAHRIJA TAL-
HARXAJJA (Humming Bird Hawk
Moth ). Din .nistghu narawha s-sena
kollha u hi komuni mhux hazin. Hi
ghandha I-gwienah ta’ quddiem grizi
jew kanella u ta’” wara lewn il-laring.
Gisimha hu miksi bis-suf. Il-Bahrija
tal-Harxajja tbid fuqg il-harxajja
(Cleavers). Ix-xaghat ikun ahdar jew
kanella. ll-fosdga tinstab taht il-weraq
fuqg il-hamrija u I-bahrija tohrog tittaj-
jar wara xi xahar.

Zewgq bahrijiet ohra ta’ I-istess
familja, li nistghu niltaqghu
maghhom taht xi lampa fil-Buskett
huma |-BAHRIJA TA’ RAS IL-MEWT
(Death’s Head Hawk Moth) u I-
BAHRIJA TAT-TENGHUD (Spurge
Hawk Moth). Ta' l-ewwel hi l|-akbar
bahrija li tghix fil-Gzejjer taghna. Ix-
xaghat taghha hu kbir sewwa, ta’
lewn isfar b’hafna tikek suwed,
b’seba’ rigi mxengla vjola ma’ kull
genb u garn imghawweg fuq wara.
Dan jista’ jkun ta’ kulur kannella skur
ukoll b’'marka bajda wara rasu.
II-Bahrija ta" Ras il-Mewt tbid il-bajd
taghha fost I-ohrain fuq il-pjanta tal-
patata (Potatoes), I-Istraminjum abjad
(Garden Thorn Apple) u I|-gizimin
(Jasmine). Dawn jiehdu xi tletin jum
biex jikbru sewwa qabel jaghmlu
|-fosdqa taht il-hamrija. Nistghu
niltaqghu mal-Bahrija ta’ Ras il-Mewt
minn tard f'Mejju sa Awissu u Xxi
kultant anke f'Novembru.

II-BAHRIJA TAT-TENGHUD ukoll
kienet aktar komuni xi zmien ilu, izda
minhabba li t-tenghud (Spurge) hafna
drabi jikber mal-genb tat-toroq fil-

14

kampanja, dawn saru velenuzi u ma
baqghux jikbru fil-kwantita li kienu
jikbru gabel minhabba t-traffiku li
hawn. Ix-xaghat li jiekol minn din il-
pjanta hu wiehed mill-isbah i
ghandna: bil-kuluri ahdar, ahmar, is-
wed, abjad, orangjo, krema u isfar,
kollha mhalltin fdisinn sabih. |-
bahrija wkoll hi mill-isbah u tittajjar
minn April sa’ Ottubru. ll-fosdqga ssir
fil-hamrija u I-bahrija tohrog wara xi
seba’ jew disa’ xhur.

Is-sigar tal-fraxxnu (Ash), ballut
(Oak ) u xi ohrajn li jikbru matul il-wied
fil-Buskett, ukoll joffru ambjent adat-
tat fejn wahda mill-bahrijiet i
ghandna jibnu xibka ckejkna tal-harir
miksija b'hafna sufkannella. Go dawn
wiehed jista’ jsib ghadd ta’ bajd ta’
bahrija kurjuza li bl-Ingliz tissejjah
(Vapourer). Ir-ragel ta’ din il-bahrija, i
jittajjar fGunju u Lulju, ghandu |-
gwienah kannella b’'marki bojod.
Min-naha l-ohra il-mara m-ghandiex
gwienah utibga’ fil-fosdga mkebba
fix-xibka tal-harir (Cocoon). Ir-ragel
ifittex lill-mara billi jaghraf ir-riha li I-
mara thalli fl-arja u anke minn distanzi
twal din twassal lir-ragel sa hdejha
biex ighammarha. Wara, li I-mara tbid
fil-fosdqa stess, tmut hemm. ll-bajd
ifaggas f'April u x-xaghat, ghalkemm
zghir, hu wiehed mill-isbah. Hu sufi
b’ghadd ta’ trofof suf gishom pniezel
fug daharu u tnejn aktar twal fit-truf.
Ix-xaghat jiekol il-weraq taz-ziju
(Buckthorn) u tal-gholliq (Brambles) u
xi kultant ukoll tal-hawh (Peaches)
ghajnbaqgar (Plums) jew tuffieh (Ap-

1a - Farfett tal-Liedna - mara

1b - Farfett tal-Liedna - ragel

1c - Farfett tal-Liedna - minn taht
2a - Farfett tas-Selq minn fuq

2b - Farfett tas-Selq minn taht.

- II-Werqga

4 - ll-Habbara jew il-Bahrija tal-Harxajja
5 - Bahrijatal-Lug

6 - Bahrijatal-Langas

7 -Bahrijata’ Ras il-Mewt.

8 - Bahrija tat-Tenghud.
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ples). Meta jikber bizzejjed jitla” maz-
zkuk tas-sigar u jaghmel xibka tal-harir
u suf u jinbidel f'fosdqa.

Ftit huma dawk li jafu b’bahrija li
m’hix komuni hafna u li nsibuha
vi¢in is-sigar tal-luq (Poplar). Din il-
Bahrija kbira, li nistghu nsejjhula
BAHRIJA TAL-LUQ (Red Underwing)
ghandha gwenhajha ta’ quddiem lewn
griz li waqt li tkun tistrieh mohbija fuq
xi zokk ighattu par ohra homor
b’marki suwed. Xejn ma hu facli li tara
x-xaghat ta’ din il-Bafrija tal-Lug,
ghax hu ta’ lewn iz-zkuk tas-sigar u
meta jhoss il-periklu jinghafas aktar
maz-zokk u b’hekk jinheba aktar ahjar.
Dan jiekol mill-weraq tal-luq. ll-fosdqga
jaghmilha taht xibka tal-harir fix-xquq
tal-qoxra taz-zokk tas-sigra jew qalb
il-weragq. ll-bajd ifaqgsu ghal April jew
Mejju meta |-weraq godda tal-lug
jibdew jinbtu. Ma’ I-ahhar gimgha ta’
Gunju jaghmel il-fosdqga u xi tletin jum
wara tohrog il-bafrija, li tibda tittajjar
sa Settembru.

Il-kwantita ta’ liedna li tikber fil-
Buskett hi r-raguni |-ghala I-BAHRIJA
TAL-BALLUT (Oak Eggar) tinstab
biss fil-Buskett u l-inhawi ta” madwar.
Din il-Bafrija, ghalkemm imsejha
“Tal-Ballut”, m’ghandha x'tagsam
xejn mas-sigar tal-ballut (Oak). II-
Bafrija tal-Ballut tbid il-bajd kannella
taghha fuq il-weraq u zkuk tal-liedna u
dawn wara xi tnax il-gurnata jfaggsu.
Ix-xaghat jiekol il-weraq tal-liedna. Ix-
xaghat li hu sufi, kannella, jaga’ mill-
ewwel fl-art meta jhoss il-periklu, fejn
jitkebbeb tond. Huwa jiekol tul ix-
xitwa u ghar-rebbiegha jaghmel
fosdga, mkebba gewwa qoxra iebsa
maghmula mill-harir u s-suf tieghu. II-
Bahrija tittajjar bejn  Awissu u
Settembru. Il-Bahrija tal-Ballut ragel
ghandu par anteni kbar gishom imxat
i jghinuh biex isib il-mara. B'dawn I-
antenni r-ragel jista’ jsib il-mara minn
mili boghod meta jagbad ir-riha li |-
mara tarmi maz-ziffa.

Bidwi darba gqalli Ii fil-Buskett
hemm bahrija li huma jsejhulha I-
WERQA (Lappet). Din il-bahrija hi
mill-aktar kurjuza li wiehed jista’
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jitaga” maghha fil-Buskett. Fil-fatt
meta tkun tistrieh  bil-gwienah
maghlugin din il-bahrija tixbah lill-
werga niexfa tal-ballut. Nistghu
niltagghu mal-Werqa tittajar bejn
Mejju u Ottubru u matul dan iz-zmien
hi tbid darbtejn. ll-mara tbid numru
kbir ta’ bajd kahlani fuq I-ghajnbagar
(Plums) u t-tuffieh (Apple), ghalhekk
xi kultant taghmel il-hsara. lI-bajd
ifaggas wara xi hmistax-il jum. Ix-
xaghat hu ferm difficli biex tarah ghax
ikun qisu bi¢ca miz-zokk. Meta din
tasal biex taghmel il-fosdga, din
taghmilha mgezwra f'harir griz skur
galb il-weraq.

Bahrija ofira li wkoll sfortunatment
taghmel il-hsara lis-sigar tal-frott hi I-
BAHRIJA TAL-LANGAS (Leopard
Moth). F'din l-ispeci, il-mara hi hafna
ikbar mir-ragel u ghandha I-gwienah
bajdanin kwazi trasparenti b'hafna
tikek suwed. Il-bajd safrani taghha
tpoggihom fix-xquq taz-zkuk tas-sigar
tal-frott bhal tan-naspli, langas,
tuffieh u rummien. Malli x-xaghat
ifagqas jibda jhaffer fiz-zkuk u I-frieghi
u jiekol l-artab taz-zokk u jarmi I-iebes.
Ix-xaghat idum ix-xhur fiz-zokk u xi
daqgiet idum anki xi sentejn qabel ma
jaghmel il-fosdga fl-istess zokk. II-
bafirija tittajjar minn Mejju sa Awissu.

Ghalkemm  semmejna  ghadd
gmielu ta’ friefet u bahrijiet li nistghu
niltagghu  maghhom fil-Buskett
hemm ghadd kbir mhux hazin ta’
ohrajn li jidhru f'dan il-post. Fl-ahhar
mill-ahfhar ta’ min ighid li jekk ahna
mmorru |-Buskett jew xi post iehor fil-
Gzejjer taghna biex nosservaw dawn
il-hlejjaq m’ghandniex  ghalfejn
nagbudhom jew noqtluhom. Jekk
hemm bzonn narawhom aktar mill-
grib biex nitghallmu I-hajja taghhom
ghandna nkunu zguri li ahna kapaci
nzommuhom fi stat tajjeb u mhux in-
halluhom imutu b’nuqgas ta’ attenz-
joni. Osservazzjonijiet u studju li jsiru
fl-ambjent naturali huma aktar ta’ gid
kemm ghalina kif ukoll aktar u aktar
ghall-hlejjag li nkunu ged nistudjaw u
napprezzaw.



In-numru kbir ta’ sigar ta’ speci dif-
ferenti li jikbru fil-Buskett jipprovdu
ambjent mill-agwa ghall-aghsafar.
Fis-sigar kbar I-aghsafar isibu kenn u
anke ikel. L-ikel jikkonsisti fi zrieragh,
frott, dud u nsetti li huma mfittxija
hafna mill-aghsafar. Fil-Buskett in-
sibu rqajja’ ta’ ambjenti differenti li
jigbdu varjeta’ ta’ aghsafar, kollha
jfittxu I-ikel partikolari taghhom.

L-Aghsafar

fil-Buskett

Paul Portelli

L-aghsatar li jidhru fil-Buskett
nistghu nagsmuhom fi tliet gruppi;
a) dawk li huma residenti, jigifieri
dawk |i jinsabu fil-Buskett is-sena
kollha, fejn anke jbejtu;
b) dawk li jigu fir-rebbiegha u jibgghu
biex ibejtu, u
c) dawk li jidhru biss waqt il-passa
tar-rebbiegha u tal-harifa u li whud
minnhom igattghu x-xitwa kollha fil-
Buskett.

AGHSAFAR RESIDENTI

Fil-Buskett u madwaru jghixu u jbejtu
ta’ kull sena sitt speci ta’ aghsafar.
Dawn huma I-Bufula Sewda (Sard/ -
nian  Warbler); il-Bufula Hamra
(Spectacled Warbler) li dan l-ahhar
naqgset hafna; il-Baghal ta’ I-imrewha
(Fan-tailed Warbler); il-Baghal tal-
Gholliq (Cetti’s Warbler); id-Durrajsa
(Corn Bunting) u |-Ghasfur tal-Bejt
(Spanish Sparrow). Dawn wiehed
jista’" jismaghhom u jarahom fil-
Buskett is-sena kollha jittajru hielsa,
filwaqt li jimlew dan il-masgar bl-
ilwien u I-ghana taghhom.

AGHSAFAR LI
MAGHNA FIS-SAJF

Zewg speci ta’ aghsafar li jbejtu fil-
Buskett: huma z-Zanzarell| tat-Tikki
(Spotted Flycatcher) li kwazi jbejjet
kull sena u I-Kaccamendula
(Woodchat Shrike ) li qabel kienet tbe-
jjet ta’" spiss. Dawn ipassu fir-
rebbiegha, u ftit minnhom jibqghu
hawn u jbejtu ghall-habta ta’ I-ahhar
ta’ Mejju.

JIBQGHU
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Wara li jtellghu I-frieh taghhom,
huma jergghu jpassu fil-harifa lejn I-
Afrika. Fi zmien il-bejta mhix haga
rari li tara xi Zanzarell tat-Tikki fuq xi
tarf ta’ fergha tiela’ u niezel jagbad
I-insetti. Anke |-Kaccamendula gieli
tidher fug xi zokk tgharrex ghall-
gremxul jew ghal xi nsetti mdaqqsa,
bhal per ezempju gurati.

Ta’ kull sena jkun hemm aghsafar
ohra |i jirppruvaw ibejtu fil-Buskett.
F'dan ma jsehhilhomx mhux ghax |-
ambjent ma hux addattat, izda ghax
jisfaw mearuda, magbuda jew im-
naffra millijaghmluhekk. Fost dawn
I-aghsafar insibu I-Isponsun (Chaf-
finch), |-Apparell (Serin), il-Gojjin
(Linnet), |-Ispanjulett (Kestrel) u anke
I-Barbagann (Barn Owl/) u xi par
Gamiem (Turtle Dove).

AGHSAFAR TAL-PASSA U
TAX-XITWA

L-aghsafar tal-passa veru li jaghtu de-
hra mill-isbah lill-Buskett, kemm
fir-rebbiegha kif ukoll fil-harifa. Matul
il-passa tar-rebbiegha jidhru bosta
Gamiem, Tajr Isfar (Go/den Oriole) u
Qerd in-Nahal (Bee-eater). Dawn
bhall-aghsafar I-ohra kollha jkunu sej-
rin lejn I-Ewropa biex jibnu I-bejta u
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jtellghu I-frieh taghhom. Mill-banda I-
ohra fil-passa tal-harifa jidhru hafna
Tajr tal-Priza (Birds of Prey), Mlievez
(Thrushes),  Sturnell  (Starlings),
Pittirossi (Robins), Kapineri
(Blackcaps), u aghsafar ohra. Uhud
minn dawn jibqghu x-xitwa kollha fil-
Buskett, biex mad-dahla
tar-rebbiegha jergghu jitilghu lejn
[-Ewropa biex ibidu.

Fost dawn insibu lill-Pitirross li
jibga’ Malta anke sa Marzu. Wiehed
jista’ jara dan I|-ghasfur inaqgi d-dud
minn fuq il-weraq jew jghanni minn
galb is-sigar u jimla [|-Buskett
bil-ghana helu tieghu. Il-Kapinera
tidher ukoll tiekol il-frott iswed
tal-liedna (/vy) li tiksi bosta hitan u
sigar fil-Buskett. L-ghana ta’ dan
I-ghasfur hi tassew sabiha u I-gonna
tal-Buskett jidwu b’din I-ghana minn
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Dicembru sa Marzu. Iz-Zakak Abjad
(White Wagtail), iz-Zakak tad-Dell
(Grey Wagtail) u |-Pespus (Meadow

Pipit), li t-tlieta igattghu x-xitwa
maghna ukoll jidhru jfittxu d-dud fil-
hamrija. lzda bla dubju, I-aktar
aghsafar |i jipprovdu spettaklu

fil-Buskett huma t-Tajr tal-Priza i
jidhru kull Settembru. F'dan iz-zmien
dawn l-aghsafar ikunu ged ipassu
mill-Ewropa ghall-Afrika. Peress i
dawn ma jhobbux jittajru distanzi
twal fuq I-ibhra, jfittxu kurrenti ta’ arja

shuna i tkun tielgha ‘I fug u
litghinhom joghlew. Fug dawn
il-kurrenti ta’ arja shuna dawn

|-aghsafar jissiefhu u jissaqqgru fuq il-
masgar u jkun fihom gmiel liema
bhalu.

Fost dawn wiehed jista’ jara
Kuccard (Honey Buzzards),
Spanjuletti (Kestrels) Bisien

(Peregrine Falcons), Isqra (Hawks),
Bughadam (Harriers) u anke xi Arpa
(Osprey) u xi Sparvier (Sparrow
Hawk). Mhux |-ewwel darba li jidher
ukoll xi Seqer tal-Hannieqga (Hobby)
jagbad xi mazzarell mill-ajru. Anke xi
Spanjulett igharrex ghal xi gurdien fl-
art jista’ jintlemah. Biss mhux it-Tajr
tal-Priza kollha jinzlu ghall-ikel fil-
Buskett. IlI-Kuccard, per ezempju,
jinzel fis-sigar taz-Znuber biex
jorqod lejl wiehed, ghax dan ma
jiekolx waqt li jkun ged ipassi.

II-Buskett ilu santwarju ta’
|-aghsafar sa mill-1932 u minn dan
iz-zmien fil-Buskett ma setghetx issir
lakaccaulangasinsib. ll-ligijiet godda
ta” 1-1980 ghamluha wkoll illegali li
wiehed igorr arma tan-nar, skratac u
anke trabokki mhux biss fil-Buskett
izda ukoll sa 200 metru mad-dawra
tieghu. L-aghsafar kollha huma
protetti fil-Buskett. lzda
sfortunatament bosta minn dawn
I-aghsafar protetti jingatlu u jingabdu
fil-Buskett. Kull sena jsir massakru
shih  mit-Tajr tal-Priza, Gamiem,
Sturnell, Imlievez u aghsafar ohra fis-
santwarju tal-Buskett. Barra minn
hekk il-gbid illegali tal-Pitirrossi
bit-trabokki (illegali wkoll) hi haga ko-
muni fil-Buskett. Kemm ikun sabih
dan il-post kieku I-aghsafar li jinzlu fih
jithallew jittajru hielsa u ma jinqatlux
illegalment. Kemm ikun sabih kieku
kulhadd ikun jista’ jzur u jgawdi
[-gmiel tan-natura fost I-ghana u
I-lwien ta’ l-aghsafar fil-Buskett.
Kemm ikunu aktar |-aghsafar li jbejtu
[-Buskett u jimlew pajjizna bil-frieh
taghhhom. Ghalhekk hemm bzonn li
I-Buskett jigi mhares ahjar biex
kulhadd ikun jista’ jgawdi I-aghsafaru
I-hlejjaq I-ohra kollha.
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