Kif tersag vicin il-Buskett, I-eqdem
masgar f'Malta, tilmah il-Kastell ta’
Verdala fil-quccata, imdawwar Dbil-
hdura tas-sigar. Bosta minn dawn is-
sigar ihaddru huma taz-Znuber
(Aleppo Pine). Darba din is-sigra
kienet tghix fis-selvagg mal-pajjizi tal-
Mediterran, anke f'pajjizna. Illum
dawk is-sigar taz-Znuber li jikbru fis-
selvagg huma verament ftit. Bosta
minnhom gew inhawla mill-bniedem.
F'xi nhawi bhal fil-Buskett jikbru
wehidhom. Dan jigri wara |i z-
zerriegha li tkun imxerrda mir-rih
taqa’ fl-art, tinbet f'xitla |i tikber
f'sigra. Dan il-metodu ta’ tixrid ta’
zerriegha jissejjah naturalizzazzjoni.
Iz-Znuber ghandu l-weraq
gishom labar. Dawn jifilhu ghar-rifh u
ghan-nixfa. Mill-banda |-ohra din is-
sigra ma thobbx ir-raxx tal-bahar jew
ilma salmastru. Din is-sigra ma
tfarfarx il-weraq taghha fix-xitwa u
tibga’ thaddar is-sena kollha. Iz-
zerriegha ta’ din is-sigra issir gisha
Cippitatu kbir li jsibuh bhala prinjol.
Fil-Buskett wiehed jista’ jara bosta
minn dawn il-prinjoli kemm fuq is-
sigar kif ukoll niexfa fl-art tahthom.

Is-Sigar
fil-Buskett

Joe Borg

CIPRESS
weraq u frott

Sigar ohra li jolgtu I-ghajn f'xifer
it-triq kif tidhol fil-Buskett huma is-
sigar twal twal, li nsibuhom bhala s-
sigar tac-Cimiterju, ghax jinstabu
jikbru f'kull ¢imiterju. Dawn huma s-
sigar tac-Cipress (Cypress); sigar
twal, wiesgha minn isfel, jirgaqu u
jispiccaw f'ponta. ll-weraq ta’ din is-
sigra huma wkoll irgaq. I1z-zerriegha
taghhom tkun go blalen zghar li ghall-
ewwel ikunu hodor u mbaghad isiru
kannella, meta jinfethu u jfarfru z-
zerriegha zghira mar-rih.



Fil-Buskett  fil-kenn  tal-wied
hemm ghadd kbir ta’ sigar tal-frott.
Fost dawn insibu sigar tac-citru —
jigifieri tal-Laring, Lumi u Mandolin,
— u sigar tal-frott irgig — Hawh,
Ghajnbaqgar, Tuffieh. Langas u
Bambinell. Dawk tal-frott irgiq kollha
jwaqqghu I-weraq fix-xitwa. Ma’
dawn is-sigar tal-frott insibu wkoll
sigar twal b'weraq hoxnin — in-
Naspli — l-ewwel frotta tar-
rebbiegha. F'xi eghlieqi taht il-Kastell
ta’ Verdala hemm ukoll xi Dwieli
(Vines).

LuaQ
werqa u dehra fix-xitwa

Matul in-nixxiegha ta’ I-ilma fil-
wied, jikbru sigar gholjin, biz-zokk ba-
jdani u b’'weraq li ghandhom forma
dagsxejn wiesgha. Dawn huma s-
sigar tal-Luq (Pop/ar). Dawn is-sigar
iwaqgqgghu I-weraq fil-harifa, izda meta
johorgu fir-rebbiegha fihom dehra
sabiha mhux biss mic-caqliq
taghhom, izda anke ghax il-kulur tal-
weraqg minn fug hu ahdar skur waqt li
minn taht huma bojod.

Jikbru ma’ dawn is-sigar hemm
sigar gholjin ohra, li wkoll jinzghu I-
weraq fix-xitwa. Izda |-weraq ta’ dawn
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BALLUT
weraq u frott

is-sigar huma differenti minn dawk
tal-Lug. Dawn is-sigar huma tal-gewz
tal-Pekan (Pecan Nuts). Ghandhom il-
weraq taghhom ahdar car, zghir u
kemmxejn bil-pizzi. Fil-bidu tax-xitwa
jkollhom il-gewz.

Is-sigra taz-Zebbug (Olive) ma
tonqosx |i  ssib postha anke
fil-Buskett. Din hi sigra li tghix ghal
bosta snin, u ghandha njam iebes.
Kull harifa, taghtina I-frott — zebbug
zghir ghaz-zejt u dak kbir ghall-ikel.

F' bosta nhawi fil-Buskett tikber
ukoll is-sigra tal-gandar, il-Balluta
(Evergreen  Qak). Din  malajr
tintgharat mill-gandar |i taghmel
f'ghamla ta’ zebbuga mgabbda ma’
qgisha pipa zghira.

Tixbah hafna lil din is-sigra tal-
gandar hemm sigra ohra li tikber fil-
Buskett. Din ghandha |-weraq akbar,
kif ukoll hu I-gandar li jkollha. Barra
minn hekk din is-sigra tal-Ballut Ing-
liza (Common Qak) tfarfar il-weraq
fix-xitwa.

ZEBBUG
weraq u frott



FRAXXNU
weraq u fjuri

Wahda mill ftit sigar xjuh |i tin-
stab fil-Buskett hi dik tal-Fraxxnu
(Narrow leaved Ash). Ftit minn dawn
is-sigar jinstabu f'giegh il-wied. Dawn
huma sigar b’zokk ohxon hafna u bi
fjuri donnhom imsielet twal li johorgu
fir-rebbiegha gabel il-weraq.

Jikbru ferm iktar twal mis-sigar
l-ohra kollha fil-Buskett wiehed ma
jistax ma jinnotax is-sigar ta’
I-Awrikarja (Norfolk Island Pine).
Dawn is-sigar jitilghu dritti dritti u
jonfoh kemm jonfoh ir-rih xorta
jibgghu dritti. L-Awrikarja ftit jaghmlu
zerriegha u ghalhekk ma tantx huma
komuni.

Fil-gnub tal-wied, gabel ma titlaqg
il-Buskett  jikbru  s-sigar  baxxi
tad-Deru (Lentisk). Dawn ghandhom
il-weraq irqiq, frieghi iniggzu u
b’sahhithom u jikbru fil-pajjizi
tal-Mediterran. Iz-zerriegha
hamranija taghhom, li tidher bejn
Jannar u April, taghmel lil dawn is-si-
gar attrajenti hafna.
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frott, fjura u weraq



XI sigra tal-Harrub (Carob) ma
tongosx f'dawn I-inhawi. Fil-Buskett
tikber wkoll is-sigra tat-Tamal (Date
Palm) li ghandha z-zokk taghha irqaq
minn dak ta’ palm iehor li iixbahha.
lI-Palma tal-Gumar Safrani (Dwarf
Palm) li hi |-Palma  baxxa
tal-Mediterran ukoll tinstab tikber fil-
Buskett.

Dawn is-sigar kollha jaghtu
I-kontribut taghhom biex jaghmlu
I-masgar  fil-Buskett  varjat u
nteressanti. Dan l-ambjent, li ha bosta
snin biex isir dak li hu llum, jehtieg li
nharsuh kontra kull vandalizmu u
gerda ohra ta’ hlejjag li jghixu fih.
Jekk ma nharsuhx sewwa, nistghu
facilment nitilfuh fi ftit granet.
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