
A I>iEll GIGANTIC FOSSIL TOrTOISE DISCOVFFED 

AT cmR.~DlNO 

J'ai1y Ila1ta (hronicle 

17 February 


N 0 TABLIAFE no 



i h re:f\.. :rencc to roy lett r \ihich nplJear~d 

:1-ll ''lhe Iaily'Mnlta Cronicle" in :Kovember 


1 st, concer!ling the discovery of' fossil 


mL'l'-l bone;;; ;'1 L4 '''')C':-i'i.'';O:;l-,r, <1 ('orr;!.dino, 


it m~Y interest some of your readers to learn 

tl:..at those bones have been removed to the 

lletta }:uSCt.:.nl "here they are being studied 

end, as fir as is practicable, rneasured o 

-f -er :3 careful exami...TJ.ation of the bones, a 

"'lrr;e number of which are brolcen in small ~~~El 

frE'cmcnts pElS t recoG'nition, I found that t:.;ey 

lcng mostly to two species of land-tortoises 

e ci:f iVhich, of enO~'Inous sd:.ze, vas styled 

i"".:-ntic Iialtese Tortoi.se, !~~~~S£_[£~::=-!S:, 

t - the late - r. Jeith 1'dams in a 

cc- nication read before the Geological 

c' _ty of London in 1877, and the other, of 

<lIer dimensions, ~.'as dedicated by the Same 

~. thor to the late dciral f.·pratt under the 

nnrc of Testudo E'prntti.. One of the specimens 
-~-------------

found at Co~radino is much bigger than the 

i ~tic speci.es described and figured by 

ith" dans :in the 33rd·' 01. of the uarterly 

of the reological ~ociety of Tondon. 

rom So e of the nlE;OSurements taken of the :rev 
b 

es llhieh Q::-e not broker., it Clppee.rs that 
ir di::-":;msion~ u::-c nea::-ly half uS large 

n cs the corre:::;po!ldh'g ones of" the Ta studo---....-~~ 
L.nd it ~."v, th, '!"''"'fcr- be- -... -'" ,.. C!ue.stio'..lc.ble 

http:C!ue.stio'..lc
http:Clppee.rs
http:speci.es
http:Tortoi.se
http:exami...TJ
http:uSCt.:.nl
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existed 

tb.'31"ein 
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Zabbar, 

the 
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willJ the]:" later on, the (orradino Tortoise 
'- ve to be considered as :forltling n ne'W 

w~y £~~!~~~_~~~~~!~~~~~~. 

species ~ : 

Tl'e rich collection of fossil reptiles f'ount..

:i,.."l several naltese ("aV,-TnS c::nd rock-fissures.. 
se. e fifty years ago by ~pratt GIld • e ith t darns 1 

.c.. cla:.. sified by the latter, are to be f'ound ',' 
• 

x::~~ tly in the :; ri tish ;'l1seum of' ratural Fasto~! 

t .. outh Itens ington, and paz·tly ir: the ~ useum 

of the reologi~al ociety in. London. No 

representative of those reptiles, so 

~t restL~g for their extraordinary size, 

in the ualte. <-niversity l,~useum of' 

at ...:;:-al I:istory until lc.tely, when I deposited 

s OIi1e bones of Tortoises, mostly in a 

fr emcntary state, found by mc 2. feW' years ago 

two rock-fissures, one at " a Xolxa, near 

associated ''''i th bones of the Stag, and 

othor at Ta Seibe near Zurriek, associQted 

lith bones of' the l'l:>ltese pigmy elephant, 

lephas l;e litens is • 

It is a very rem2rkable fact, to which 

--ntion has alrcDdy been called by Prof. 

L d "kl:er in his . Royal ' atural History", that 

• alen, whil.st on one side fossil. el.ephants 

n 1 hiIPopotmni arc of' more or less reduced 

cnsions, constituting l:hat Frof'. Pohlig cal.l: 

ony ro.ce, on the other side ,·e find en 

OUS !}l{an,' £~~:::~_!:~!£~~~!:~; a l.o.ree 

~ use,. -y6:-u!} lie 1" ttlnP is; and 0. gigal.l.-t ic 



land tortoise , !.!~~~~~_}~~~!:~!~. The" still 

lprger tortoise just found at 'orradino is a 

pre-;ious acquistion l',hich will further enhance 

the ir..portance of the foss il :fauna of the 

Heltese Islands. 
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