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Guido Lanfranco

In-Nakkri huma molluski li ghandhom
il-goxra maghmula minn zewq bicCiet
u ghalhekk geghdin fi grupp ta’ mol-
luski li jissejhu bivalvi. Minn dawn il-
molluski bivalvi, in-Nakkra (Noble Fan-
mussel, Noble Fan-shell, Noble Pen-
shell) hija l-akbar wahda li tinstab fil-
Mediterran. Minhabba i tikber hafna,
normalment bejn 50 u 70 ¢m, gieghda
tiskarsa minn postijiet fejn qabel kienet
komuni. It-tniggis tal-bahar ghandu
sehem fit-tnaqqis tan-numri taghha,
izda I-bniedem ghandu tort kbir ukoll.
Il-bniedem sab mezz biex jista’ jinzel
aktar spiss u aktar fit-tul tant I-ilma.
F'dawn l|-ahhar snin, kull fejn jinzel u
jsib xi hada li toghgbu beda jehodha
d-dar. In-Nakkra [|-Kbira bdiet
tintghogob u ghalhekk hafna bdew
itellghu minnha biex jehduhom id-dar
u jzommuhom rikordju. Sahansitra
bdew ukoll jinbieghu fuq il-monti u fil-
hwienet tas-souvenirs, x’aktarx b’xi
tpingija fughom.

In-Nakkra I-Kbira hija annimal i
ghandu tifsila u ghamla bhall-bivalvi |-
ohra, jigifieri ponta jew tarf dejjaq fuq
quddiem, b’fetha wiesgha fuq wara.
Fejn il-gxur jagbdu flimkien huwa d-
dahar. In-Nakkra nsibuha bil-ponta |
isfel midfuna fit-tajn, zrar, ramel, jew
tahlita ta’ algi fil-bajjiet jew qrib ix-
xtajtiet, minn ftit metri 'l isfel sa fond
mhux hazin. Hi tagbad mal-giegh
permezz ta’ xuxa safranija jew aktar
skura fil-griz, li tehel ma’ xi blat taht it-
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tajn u r-ramel, u b’hekk il-mewg ma
jgangalhiex. Minhabba f'din ix-xuxa,
bil-Malti gieli hi maghrufa wkoll bhala
Nakkra tal-Harira. Izda I-bic¢a I|-kbira
ta’ I-annimal jibqa’ wieqaf ’il fuq, im-
bexxaq, ghall-kurrent tal-bahar, ghax
dan il-kurrent igib mieghu [-ikel
mikroskopiku li fuqu tghix in-Nakkra.

Meta tkun ghadha zghira, in-Nakkra
jkollha bhal gxur imgabbza ’l barra
gishom xewk f'ghamla ta’ tubu, li jkunu
numeruzi l-aktar fuq in-naha Il-wiesgha.
In-naha ppuntata tkun griza, tleqq,
minghajr dan it-tip ta’ xewk. Ghall-
ewwel in-Nakkra jkollha I-gxur trijan-
golati sewwa, izda aktar ma tikber
aktar tibda tittondja, u tixxellef mhux
ftit fin-naha I-miftuha. Titlef ukoll hafna
minn dawk il-gishom xewk ta’ fuq il-
gxur u ssir pjuttost lixxa aktar ma
tixjien.

Man-Nakkra jingabru xi organizmi li
jghixu fiha jew maghha, minghajr ma
jtelifuha jew jaghmiulha hsara. Minn
dawn hemm diversi speci ta’ krustaci
u molluski ohra. Spec¢i ta’ gamblu
bajdani, twil madwar xi 3 ¢m huwa
wiehed mill-krustaci li I-aktar nittaqghu
mieghu jistkenn fin-Nakkra, bejn il-
gxur imbexxqin. Hemm ukoll mollusk
bivalv iehor ¢kejken mir-razza tat-
tamar, ukoll bajdani, li meta jkun zghir,
dan il-mollusk jibda jtaggab ftit fuq
gewwa tal-qoxra tan-Nakkra. Waqt li
jaghmel dan, in-Nakkra tizviluppa bhal
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In-Nakkra I-Kbira (fuq)
Tamra tan-Nakkra (nofs)
Gamblu tan-Nakkra (isfel)
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kisja fil-qoxra minn gewwa, li tikber
madwar din it-tamra ckejkna, u
ghalhekk il-goxra ssir xi ftit irregolari,
izda I-hajja tan-Nakkra ma tkunx ip-
perikolata. Din I-ispe¢i ta’ tamra tikber
xi ¢entimetru, u nistghu nsejhulha
Tamra tan-Nakkra, bhalma I-gamblu
nistghu nsejhulu Gamblu tan-Nakkra.

Minbarra n-Nakkra I-Kbira, fl-ibhra
taghna jinstabu wkoll zewg speéi ta’
nakkra ohra |i mhumiex maghrufin
dagsha. Wahda hija n-Nakkra tax-
Xewk, hekk imsejha minhabba i
ghandha x-xewkiet taghha aktar kbar
u jidhru, gishom tubu fit-tond, li jin-
sabu wkoll fringieli weqfin. Ill-forma
tal-qoxra taghha hija aktar trijangolari
minn ta’ gabilha, izda I-lewn jidher I-
istess, jigifieri safrani-kannelli. Minn
gewwa, in-Nakkra |-Kbira hija ¢ara
hafna, orangjo fil-kannella, izda n-
Nakkra tax-Xewk minn gewwa hija
aktar fil-griz. Din ta’ I-ahhar tinstab
aktar fejn hemm il-blat milli tinstab in-
Nakkra I-Kbira, u aktar fil-fond ukoll.
Hija tikber sa xi 30 ¢m u hija pjuttost
rari.

It-tielet speci ta’ nakkra hija n-Nakkra
tal-Fond. Din hija mill-aktar fragli, lixxa,
minghajr dawk gishom xewk fuq il-
qoxra, u ta’ lewn griz ileqq. Gieli tikber
xi 25 ém izda zzomm aktar fil-fond.
Madanakollu tinstab aktar abbundanti
mit-tnejn I-ohra. Billi hija delikata
hafna, meta xi hadd jipprova jtellaghha,
kwazi dejjem titfarrak. D
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