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lI-Gzejjer Maltin ma tantx huma
maghrufin ghall-kwantita ta’ sigar. Il-
bicca I-kbira mill-ftit sigar li naraw
langas biss huma indigeni. Ma-
danakollu fil-passat, gabel il-migja tal-
bniedem f'Malta, kien hawn bil-bosta
izjed sigar. Mal-migja tal-bniedem
bdiet il-qerda tas-sigar. Boskijiet
inhasdu sabiex tinholoq art agrikola,
sigar ingatghu sabiex jinkiseb injam
ghall-bini, sigar ingerdu sabiex
jipprovdu s-shana, dawl u nar ghat-
tisjir. Minkejja dan kien ghad hawn
boskijiet relattivament kbar sa xi elf
sena ilu kif jixndu xi kitbiet ta’ studjuzi
Gharab.

Tul l-okkupazzjoni tal-bniedem jidher
ukoll li kien hawn tnaqgis progressiv
fir-riservi ta’ I-ilma. Parti minn dan it-
tnaqgis saret minhabba bdil naturali u
bil-mod fil-klima, izda |-aktar minhabba
x-xoghol tal-bniedem: izjed uzu ta’ I-
ilma, izjed telf. Minhabba dawn I-af-
farijiet, hafna mis-sigar ghebu minn
pajjizna.

Fost is-sigar indigeni li jidher li kienu
komuni fil-gedem kien hemm dawk li
jikbru matul widien minn fejn ighaddi
l-ilma: sigar bhal-Luq, I-UImu u z-zewg
speci ta’ Safsafa (jew Zafzafa). Dawn
is-sigar kollha saru rari hafna,
spec¢jalment is-Safsafa |-Kbira (jew
Safsafa |-Bajda), maghrufa bl-Ingliz
bhala White Willow. Minn din is-sigra
fadal biss wahda, fi Gnien il-Kbir fart
privata. Is-sigar tas-Safsafa jistghu
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jkunu sigar irgiel jew sigar nisa. Is-
sigra li baga’ hija sigra ragel, li aktarx
ghandha wkoll zmien mhux hazin, u
fil-fatt gieghda tmut. Huwa maghruf
ukoll li kien hemm hafna attentati biex
din is-sigra tingered bin-nar, bil-qtugh,
izda dejjem irexxielha tarmi I-frieghi
minn taht. Saru hafna attentati minn
ghaqdiet volontarji sabiex frieghi
maqtugha minn din is-sigra u mgabbda
bl-eghruq, jigu mhawwla finhawi
adattati. Xi whud minn dawn ghadhom
hajjin wara xi sentejn izda jenhtied li
jsiru sforzi sabiex is-Safsafa |-Bajda
titkattar b’'mod sistematiku.

Is-Safsafa l-ohra hija s-Safsafa z-
Zghira. Minn din ghad fadal numru ta’
sigar fl-Imtahleb, u fi Gnien il-Kbir.
Popolazzjoni li kienet tezisti sa ftit
snin ilu fil-Gnejna ngerdet. Is-Sigar
kollha maghrufa huma kollha rgiel u
ghaldagstant is-Safsafa z-Zghira mhix
f'pozizzjoni li tkattar biz-zerriegha. Is-
Safsafa kienet dejjem ippersegwitata
ghaliex tikber biss fejn hemm is-saqwi
u I-bdiewa jibzghu li tixorbilhom I-ilma.

Il-fjuri minghajr petali tas-Safsafa I-
Kbira i jiffurmaw eghnieqed twal.
Dawk irgiel, bhal dik Ii tinstab Malta,
ghandhom anteri sofor.
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Il-fjuri minghajr petali rgiel tas-Safsafa
z-Zghira (fuq).

ll-weraq tas-Safsafa z-Zghira minn taht
ghandhom il-vini imqabbzin hafna
(isfel).
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Is-Safsafa [|-Kbira ghandha zokk
nofsani ohxon hafna li minnu johorgu
kwantita ta’ frieghi irgaq u twal. II-
weraq huma pjuttost dojoq — xi 15-il
mm — u twal minn 10 sa 12-il ¢m.
Minn taht ghandhom pil fin abjad. II-
fjuri jiffurmaw eghnieged twal minn xi
8 sa 12-il ¢m, dojoq bejn 8 u 10 mm u
folti f'ghamla ta’ xi hanex muswaf.
Dan it-tip ta’ ghanqud hu maghruf bl-
Ingliz bhala catkin. Dawn il-fijur huma
minghajr petali u I-fijur ragel ghandu
anteri sofor pjuttost cari.

Is-Safsafa z-Zghira hija sigra pjuttost
baxxa li rari toghla izjed minn xi 4
metri, biz-zokk principali dejjaq u i
tarmi hafna frieghi twal u mifruxin mill-
baxx. ll-werag huma wesghin minn xi
5 sa 7 ¢mu twal minn xi 10 sa 15-il ¢m
bil-vini minn taht imgabbzin hafna. II-
fjuri jixbhu lil tas-Safsafa I-Bajda, izda
l-eghnieged huma izjed wesghin, minn
15 sa 20 ¢m u gosra minn 7 sa 9 ¢m.
L-anteri huma ta’ kulur isfar karg jew
orangjo u meta jkun ghadhom ged
jifthu jaghtu xi ftit fl-ahmar.

Is-Sigar tas-Safsafa hawn Malta
ingerdu sforz l-injoranza. lllum-il
gurnata nafu akiar fuq dawn is-sigar u
ghalhekk m’'ghadx hemm skuzi.
Ghaldagstant jinhtieg li dawn is-sigar
jigu mharsa. Barra minn hekk
ghandhom isiru sforzi sabiex dawn is-
sigar jitkattru u jergghu jigu ntrodotti
fl-imkejjen fejn kienu jezistu gabel. Is-
sigar indigeni huma l-aktar parti
mportanti mill-wirt nazzjonali Malti li
sal-lum ghadhom ma humiex imharsa.
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