ID-DUBBIEN SAQQARI

Martin J Ebejer

Id-dubbien huwa insetti b’zewg
gwienah. Dawn jidhlu taht l-isem
Diptera li jigbor fih mal-130 familja.
Fil-gzejjer Maltin insibu 68 familja
minn dawn. Wahda minn dawn il-
familji hija dik tad-Dubbien Saqqari,
tip ta’ dubbien li huwa mxerred mad-
dinja kollha. Fil-gzejjer Maltin insibu
biss 43 speci differenti ta’ Dubbien
Saqqari. Gie dokumentat li hawn erba’
speci ohra, izda l-prezenza ta’ dawn
ghad trid tigi kkonfermata. Minn dan
id-dubbien insibu spec¢i wahda li hija
endemika ghall-gzejjer Maltin. L-
ispeci tad-Dubbien Saqqari 1i jinstabu
fil-gzejjer Maltin huma verament ftit
meta fil-gzejjer Brittanici jinstabu 260
speci, u bejn wiehed u iehor 400 speci
kemm fl-Italja kif ukoll fi Franza.

Id-Dubbien Saqqari huwa fost dak li
jidher l-aktar minhabba li huwa
kemxejn imdaqqas, kif ukoll minhabba
I-kuluri ta’ spiss jghajtu li ghandu. Fil-
gzejjer Maltin dan id-dubbien jidher
f’numri kbar bejn Marzu u Lulju,
ghalkemm madwar 12-il speci jistghu
jigu osservati matul is-sena kollha. Ftit
huma dawk li ma jirmexxilhomx jaraw
dawn l-insetti fuq il-fjuri, izda
minhabba 1i whud minn dan id-
Dubbien Saqgqari jimitaw b’mod ezatt
lin-nahal u liz-znazan, huwa difficli
ferm ghal minn mhux imharreg biex
jaghraf li dan id-dubbien ma hu ta’
ebda periklu. Id-Dubbien Saqqari
mhux biss jixbah lin-nahal u liz-
znazan, izda jimitahom ukoll fl-
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imgieba, xi kultant izanzan b’mod
feroci u jcaqlaq it-tarf ta’ zaqqu ezatt
kif taghmel nahla fuq fjura. Uhud
minn dan id-dubbien huma kkuluriti
bl-iswed u bl-isfar, ohrajn ghandhom
dehra metallika tleqq ta’ kuluri
differenti.

Dan id-dubbien huwa maghruf ghall-
mod kif jissaqqar b’ezattezza tal-
ghageb - ghalhekk jissejjah Dubbien
Saqqari (Hoverflies). Dan l-agir huwa
adattat partikolarment minhabba d-
drawwiet tad-dubbien irgiel ta’ whud
minn dawn l-ispeci. Dubbiena ragel
taghzel oggett, bhal sigra jew arbux-
xell, jew anke fjura jew xi xifer ta’
blata. Din tissaqqar fugha jew ma’
genbha f’distanza meqjusa u tiddefendi
dan l-ispazju kontra kull insett li
jazzarda jghaddi minn go fih. Dan
taghmlu billi dlonk ittir lejn dan l-insett
b’velocita kbira, filwaqt li zzanzan bil-
gawwa. Jekk ikun hemm bzonn id-
dubbiena tibqa’ diehla dritt fuq l-insett
biex iggaghlu jitlaq ‘il-barra mit-
territorju taghha. L-irgiel ta’ dan id-
dubbien ikunu jhufu biex isibu sichba
biex jghammruha. Gie osservat li
dubbiena minn dawn tista’ tqatta’
granet shah tissaqqar fl-istess post,
tieqaf biss matul il-lejl, u ghal wagqfiet
zghar kemm tiekol jew tghammar xi
dubbiena ohra. L-irgiel ta’ xi speci
jissaqqru fi zmien in-namra aktar milli
biex jimmarkaw it-territorju taghhom.
Huwa interessanti li tosserva kif
f’dawk l-ispeci 1li jissaqqru biex

IN-NATURA NRU 12



Zewd specita’ dubbien saqqarilijinstabu
fil-gzejjer Maltin u Ii jpassu wkoll:

1 — Episyrphus balteatus
2 — Scaeva albomaculata
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jimmarkaw it-territorju, jekk id-
dubbiena titnehha jew tghib, il-post
taghha dlonk jittieched minn dubbiena
ragel ohra. Wiehed jista’ jesperimenta
b’dan il-mod ghal diversi drabi, u kull
darba t-territorju battal jimtela
minnufih minn dubbiena ragel 1i fi ftit
sckondi jitfacca minn xi mkien.

M’ghandniex nistaghgbu li whud minn
dan id-dubbien, li ghandu tant kapacita
hekk kbira fit-titjir u li huma zviluppat
dagshekk, jimexxilhom ipassu. Hames
speci 1i jinstabu fil-gzejjer Maltin
huma maghrufa 1i jpassu lejn it-
tramuntana ta’ I-Ewropa.

Wiehed jista’ facilment jaghraf id-
Dubbien Saqqari rgiel minn dawk nisa
fil-bicca 1-kbira taghhom. Dan huwa
possibbli ghax meta wiehed ihares bir-
reqqa lejn l-ghajnejn ta’ dan id-
dubbien, isib li dawk ta’ l-irgiel
jiltaqghu fit-tarf fuq ir-ras filwaqt li
dawk tan-nisa huma aktar imbeghdin.
Izda kemm l-irgiel kif ukoll in-nisa
ghandhom ghajnejn imdaqqsa.

Id-dubbien kollu jghaddi mill-fazi tal-
larva. Il-grupp tad-dubbien imexxa bil-
kbir u okkupa kull tip ta’ ambjent
ekologiku, bir-rizultat 1i 1-istudju
taghom kixef taghrif mill-aktar inter-
essanti. Ghalkemm fl-istadju ta’ 1-
izvilupp id-Dubbien Saqqari ma tantx
huwa differenti minn dubbien iehor,
xorta wahda joffri adattament
interessanti. Uhud minn dan id-
Dubbien Saqqari jikkaccjaw bla hniena
il-brieghed tal-pjanti, hekk 1i jhabbtuha
maz-zebbellika u n-nemus l-ahdar.
Uhud mill-brieghed tal-pjanti jghixu
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taht 1-art fuq 1-gheruq ta’ xi pjanti, izda
anke hawn dawn il-brieghed jinstabu
minn uhud mid-Dubbien Saqqgari. Dan
1-ahhar wahda minn dan id-Dubbien
Saqqari 1i jfittex il-brieghed tal-pjanti
taht 1-art giet osservata fil-gzejjer
Maltin ukoll. Id-Dubbien xih, bhal-
larva tieghu, ghandu drawwiet
kemxejn mistura, ghalhekk jidher 1i hu
rari.

Uhud mid-Dubbien Saqqari ghandhom
il-larva taghhom tizviluppa gewwa 1-
gheruq jew il-basal ta’ xi pjanti,
ghalkemm ma hux maghruf 1i dawn
jaslu biex jaghmlu xi hsara.

Imbaghad hemm uhud li jbidu qalb il-
weraq niexef, u ohrajn f’injam li qed
jitmermer. Uhud huma specjalizzati
biex jizviluppaw fit-tajn jew fl-ilma.
Dawn ikollhom bhal tubu 1i minnu
jkunu jistghu jiehdu n-nifs. Ohrajn
ibidu fejn meta jfaqqsu jkunu jistghu
jieklu 1-fdalijiet 1i jsibu fil-bejtiet tan-
nemel u taz-znazan socjali.

Ghad baqa’ hafna studji xi jsiru biex
jingabar aktar taghrif fuq il-hajja ta’
hafna mid-Dubbien Saqqari li jinstab
fil-gzejjer Maltin. Huwa veru li 1-
istudju ta’ dawn l-insetti huwa aktar
difficli minn dak ta’ insetti ohra,
nghidu ahna tal-friefet u I-mazzarelli.
Nistghu nghidu 1i t-23 tip ta’ Dubbien
Saqqari l-aktar komuni jistghu
jintgharfu facilment minghajr il-
mikroskopju. Ghal hafna mill-bqija,
lenti ta’ 1-idejn tkun biz-zejjed. Izda
ma hemm l-ebda dubju li b’aktar studju
jistghu jigu osservati speci ohra fil-

gzejjer Maltin. D Fosdqa ta’ wahda mid-dubbien saqqari.
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LISTA TA’ SPECI LI JISSEMMEW F’DIN IL-HARGA

MALTI

Baghal ta’ 1-Gholliq
Baghal ta’ 1-Imrewha
Barbagann
Bebbux ta’
1-ilma salmastru
Bies
Brieghed tal-pjanti
Bufula Sewda
Bugharwien ta’
Caruana Gatto
Bughericwen
Bumerin
Cawla
Dniefel
Dubbien
Dubbien Saqqari

Fekruna Hadra
Fekruna Komuni
Fekruna Sewda
Fekruna ta’ Ridley
Friefet

Gherq is-Sinjur
Gholliq

Hanfus tal-Qrun Twil

Krugjat
Liedna
Mazzarell
Nahal
Nemus Ahdar
Qasab
Qerd in-Nahal
Susa tal-Ballut
Susa tal-Mell
Tenghud
Zebbellika
(nannakola)
Znazan
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LATIN

Cettia cetti

Cisticola juncidis
Tyto alba

Mollusca: Gastropoda

Falco peregrinus

Insccta: Homoptera
Sylvia melanocephala
Deroceras panormitanum

Mollusca: Gastropoda
Monachus monachus
Corvus monedula
Mammalia: Cetacea
Insecta: Diptera;
Insecta: Diptera:
Syrphidace
Chelonia mydas
Caretta carctta
Dermochelys coriacea
Lepidochelys kempi
Insecta: Heterocera
Fungus melitensis
Rubus ulmifolius
Insecta: Coleoptera:
Cerambycidae
Loxia curvirostra
Hedera helix
Insecta: Odonata
Insecta: Hymenoptera
Insecta: Neuroptera
Arundo donax
Meriops apiaster
Cerambyx cerdo
Cerambyx nodulosus
Euphorbia pubescens
Insecta: Coleoptera

Insecta: Hymenoptera

INGLIZ

Cetti’s Warbler

Fan tailed-Warbler
Barn Owl

Brackish water snails

Peregrine Falcon
Aphids

Sardinian Warbler
Caruana’s slug

Slugs

Mediterranean Monk Seal
Jackdaw

Dolphins

True flies

Hoverflies

Green Turtle
Loggerhead Turtle
Leatherback Turtle
Kemp’s Ridley Turtle
Butterflies

Malta Fungus
Brambles

Long-horned beetles

Crossbill
Ivy
Dragonflies
Bees
Lacewings
Great Reed
Bee eater

Pubescent Spurge
Ladybirds

Wasps
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