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FRIDAY 19 JULY
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William Smith Trio

Chucho Valdes Jazz Bata

Ozmosys

SATURDAY 20 JULY

Dominic Galea: Generation

Jazzmeia Horn

The Kenny Garrett Quintet

Get your tickets from
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ANYTHING TO ANYWHERE WITH
www.ShiplL.owCost.com

Do you sell online?
Are you planning to start exporting?

With our online platform ShipLowCost.com
you can now sell online and have us deliver
your products to anywhere.

www.ShipLowCost.com| Delivering Success

Paul Musu, owner of retail shop Tangoin Valletta has 1 S H I P

been working with Express Trailers for over 40 years. lowcost.com
Recently he has been using ShipLowCost to recelve o

clothes from his suppliers and re-distributing themto Powered by

his various clients across Europe and beyond. EXPRESS TRAILERS
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KULTURA
magazin w
KALEJDOSKOPJU

L-ebda parti minn dan
il-magazin ma tista’ tigi
kkoppjata minghajr
il-permess bil-kitba tal-
pubblikaturi Union Print
Co. Ltd.

Filwaqt li naghmlu kull
sforz biex nizguraw li
I-kontenut ta’ Kultura

hu korrett, ma nistghux
ninzammu responsabbli
jew kontabbli ghal zbalji
fattwali li jietghu jigu
pprintjati.

KULTURA

eta gejt avvicinat biex niehu hsieb il-magazin gdid

KULTURA accettajt bil-galb. Il-kultura nhobbha u fl-

imghoddi hdimt gatigh u anke l-kontra il-kurrent biex
istitut gewwa 1-Universita’ ta’ Malta jkabbar il-kontenut kulturali
tieghu.

Fdan il-magazin se nkun qed inhares lura lejn xi grajjiet
kulturali li sehhew fil-passat, izda se nkun ukoll qed inhares lejn
il-prezent u anke lejn il-kultura tal-futur. Dan se nkun qed naghmlu
ghax nemmen bis-shih li dan il-magazin ghandu jhares il quddiem.
Il-kultura mhux biss nostalgija tal-imghoddi, lanqas avveniment
tal-prezent izda hija wkoll parti mill-futur ta’ pajjizna.

B’hekk matul din l-ewwel harga xtaqt li dan il-magazin jkun
kalejdoskopju ta’ hsibijiet u anke riflessjonijiet fuq aspetti differenti
ta’ kultura. Din is-sena jahbat il-mitt sena mill-grajja tragika tas-
Sette Giugno. Xtaqt li dan il-magazin ifakkar din il-grajja. B'hekk
fil-hargiet kollha ta’ din is-sena ser ikun hemm stejjer marbuta ma’
din il-grajja li ghadhom ma gewx diskussi.

Dan il-hsieb li dan il-magazin jibda jikkommemora s-Sette
Giugno wassalni biex naghzel bhala ritratt tal-qoxra dettall mill-
istatwa imponenti li ghamel l-iskultur Rabti Anton Agius. Din hija
statwa tal-kontroversja, izda statwa li verament turi r-rabja storika
li kellhom numru ta’ personaggi marbuta ma dan l-avveniment
storiku. Dan il-magazin se jlaqqaghna ma’ artisti lokali u barranin,
kif ukoll ma’ pubblikaturi u kittieba ta’ kotba.

Fuq kollox, bil-kelma kultura, dan il-magazin mhux se jkun
qed jithem biss avvenimenti u azzjonijiet gholja, bhal kuncerti,
drama, teatru u danza, kemm dik kontemporanja u dik klassika,
izda wkoll ser ikun qed infittex fuq is-sotto-kultura. Se jibda jkun
hawn artikli marbuta mal-kultura Gharbija f"Malta u kif din hija
riflessa fuq l-ilsien Malti. Se nitkellmu fuq is-safar u naraw kulturi
f’ibliet li normalment ma’ nasso¢¢jawx ruhna maghhom, kemm
dawk fil-qrib u anke ohrajn il boghod.

B’hekk nispera li I-qarrejja isibu fdan il-magazin xi haga li

tolqothom.
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Ministru, meta titkellem ma’
nies midhla tal-gasam tal-
kultura jiddeskrivuk bhala
katalist ghal tibdil Fdan
is-settur u li wkoll ressaqt
‘il quddiem numru sabih
ta’ inizjattivi godda. Kif
thares lejn il-futur ta’ dan
is-settur? U dan kil jirrifledti
I-aspirazzjonijiet tieghek ghal
dan is-settur?

L-ewwelnett niehu gost li x-xoghol
li gqed naghmlu qed jigi apprezzat u
wkoll qed jinhass ma dawk midhla
tal-kultura. Din fil-fatt hija wahda
mill-ghanijiet tal-hidma tieghi f'dan is-
settur, li nara li l-qasam kulturali jkun
mhux biss aktar apprezzat, imma wkoll
li nirrigenerawh. U dan qed naghmluh
permezz ta’ diversi inizjattivi li qed
jolqtu kull fergha f'dan is-settur.

Dejjem nghid u ma niddejjagx
nirrepeti li pajjizna huwa rikk f'dak li
huwa partimonju kulturali. Jekk thares
lejn pajjizi ohra ferm akbar minna u
lqabbilhom ma’ pajjizna, taqra wkoll
bil-miktub 1li Malta fic-cokon taghha
ghandha l-akbar kon¢entrazzjoni ta’ siti
storici. Ghalfejn qed nghid dan?

linistra
GHALL-GUSTIZZJA
Kultura u
GVERN LOKALI

Intervista - Dr Owen Bonnici

Meta dhalt responsabbli ghal dan
is-settur ridt narah jevolvi. Jigifieri ma
kontx kuntent li nara biss li nindokraw
dak li konna mdorrijjin bih, imma
wkoll nesploraw ogsma ohra. U meta
bdejna niddiskutu, rajna li hemm hafna
x'wiehed jista’ jaghmel.

Bdiskussjonijiet, pjani u wkoll
mizuri, ersaqna biex naghtu dimensjoni
aktar wiesgha ghal dan is-settur. Nista’
nsemmi diversi ezempji, imma se nibda
bwiehed ric¢enti. L-ohrajn nitkellmu
dwarhom ukoll.

II-hidma fdan il-qasam dejjem
ikkoncernat fuq dak li ghandna fuq
l-art. Imma hemm dinja ohra kulturali
taht wic¢¢ il-bahar. Kien ilu li nibet
f'mohhi dan il-hsieb li nesploraw il-
possibbilta 1i dan il-wirt noffruh ukoll
ghat-tgawdija tal-poplu Malti u ghal
dawk li jzuru pajjizna.

Fil-mument opportun, wara studji
li saru, wasalna wkoll u ftit tal-gimghat
ilu habbarna t-twaqqif tad-Dipartiment
tal-Wirt ta’ taht il-Bahar. Issa dak kollu
li ghandna taht wic¢ I-ilma, minn relitti
Fenici sa relitti ta’ zmien il-gwerra, se
jkunu jistghu jitgawdew minn dawk
kollha 1i ghandhom ghal qalbhom

Ritratt - DOI Pierre Sammut

l-istorja ta’ pajjizna.

Hemm inizjattivi ohra. Ezempju
iehor huwa dak tal-wirt intangibbli.
Ghaddejja hidma kbira biex aspetti
kulturali Maltin ikunu elenkati fuq
il-lista tal-UNESCO bhala wirt dinji.
Hemm diversi. Imma nahseb illum
kulhadd jaf li fuq quddiem hemm ir-
rikonoxximent tal-ftira Maltija.

Dawn kollha u hafna ohrajn huma
parti mill-aspirazzjonijiet tieghi ghal
dan is-settur. Li apparti li nharsu dak li
ghandna, naraw li kull aspett kulturali
nressquh ‘il quddiem biex inkomplu
nsebbhu 1-Patrimonju Kulturali Malti
u naghmlu minn Malta destinazzjoni
kulturali mill-aqwa.

Dan I-ahhar rajnik ukoll
thabbar tlestija jew bidu ta’
numru mdaqgqas ta’ progetti ta’
restawr. X'hemm wara dawn
il-progetti kollha?

Ir-restawr li qed isir ilu f'qalbi minn
meta kont zghir u f’rahal twelidi kont
nara dawk ir-rikkezzi kollha li jzejnuh.
Dejjem kont nahseb li kienet tkun hasra
li dawn ma nihdux hsiebhom u jispiccaw
borg gebel ...



U mbaghad inghatajt il-
portafoll h'responsabbilta tal-
kultura ...

Ezatt! Filfatt meta 1-Prim Ministru
fdali din ir-responsabbilta dak li kont
nahseb meta kont zghazugh, stajt
naghmlu fir-realta! Mal-ewwel jiem
bdejna fuq pjan ta’ hidma. L-impenn
taghna kien li nharsu l-wirt storiku mhux
biss biex inkomplu ngawduh ahna, imma
wkoll biex inhalluh bhala legat ghal
td warajna. Dak iz-Zmien konna diga
qed inhejju 1-hidma ghall-Belt Kapitali
taghna, i kienet se tkun il-Belt Kapitali
Ewropea tal-Kultura. U ma xtaqtx li dan
it-titlu prestigjuz jidhol fil-Belt fl-istat li
kienet.

Mexxejna pjan ta’ hidma qgawwi u vast
biex il-binjiet principali tal-Belt jinghataw
hajja gdida. Sfortunatament kien hemm
uhud minnhom li kienu fi stat hazin
hafna. Dan il-pjan illum tista® tmissu

bidejk u tarah bghajnejk, ghaliex nista’
nghid, bi pjacir, li biddilna wic¢ il-Belt.
Imma mhux biss. Ir-restawr qed isir
madwar Malta kollha u fuq kull tip ta’ sit
storiku. Xejn mhu qed inhallu fil-genb.
Knejjes, kappelli, statwi, fortifikazzjonijiet,

nice¢ - il-lista ma tintemm qatt.

U tajjeb li hawnhekk insemmi wkoll
li dahhalna skemi biex il-Gvernijiet
Lokali wkoll igawdu minn dan ir-restawr.
Hemm skemi li permezz taghhom dawn
jissuggerixxu sit, dan ikun analizzat u jekk
jintlaqa, jsir ir-restawr tieghu.

Qed naghmlu dan kollu ghal
raguni principali. Kif semmejt, irridu
bresponsabbiltd naraw li dak li writna
nippreservawh, nghadduh lil ta’ warajna u
wkoll inpogguh fuq il-mappa dinjija.

Ha mmur ghal xi haga
differenti. Kemm ilu taht ir-
responsabbilta tieghek. rajna
s-settur tal-kultura jitwessa’
biex jinvolvi wkoll aspetti varji
tal-kultura. kemm dik popolari
u wkoll dik tradizzjonali.
N'inhu I-ghan {a’ dan u ghalfejn
din hija dagshekk importanti?
Iva, kif semmejt kemm kemm qabel.
Il-kultura mhix biss il-bini. Il-kultura
hija dak kollu li jaghmilna Maltin u
Ghawdxin. Apparti l-hidma li semmejt,
hemm ukoll xoghol iehor li qed isir

fogsma li qabel kienu minsija. Ejja

KULTURA

niehdu zewg aspetti.

Hadt ma jista’ jichad li s-So¢jetajiet
Muzikali qed jaghmlu xoghol kbir fil-
komunitajiet taghna. Ilhom hemm snin
kbar. Hadu hsieb li dan l-aspett kulturali
jibga® ghaddej minn generazzjoni ghal
ohra. Imma qatt ma kienu nghataw
ghajnuna gabel.

Ghalhekk hassejna 1i kellna ndahhlu
skema biex nghinu. Nghinuhom ikomplu
ghaddejjin bix-xoghol taghhom - tinsiex
li dawn kwazi kollha fuq volontarjat u
ghall-imhabba tal-kultura dak li jaghmlu.
Nghinu fir-restawr tal-arkivji taghhom.
Nghinu f’xoghol marbut ma’ dak kollu li
huwa din it-tradizzjoni.

Meta nghinu lilhom inkunu qed
nghinu biex inharsu aspett importanti
tal-kultura taghna - il-festi.

U la qged nitkellem dwar il-festi,
hemm ukoll id-diversi ghaqdiet tan-nar.
Ghamilna skema ohra biex nghinuhom
ukoll - biex insahhu s-sigurta tal-postijiet
fejn jahdmu.

Dawn huma ghajnuniet li dahlu issa.
Nemmen li rridu nharsu lejn il-kultura
bmod wiesgha halli nharsu lejn kull
aspett taghha. >

Ritratt - DOI Pierre Sammut

Rizratt - DOI Reuben Piscopo
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GHADDEJJIN 71
PROGETT TA' RESTAWR

Id-Direttorat tar-Restawr li hu fi hdan il-Ministeru
ghall-Gustizzja, Kultura u Gvern Lokali, bhalissa

ghandu 71 progett ta’ restawr ghaddejjin fi stadji
differenti ta’ implimentazzjoni. Dan in-numru ma

MINISTERU GHALL-GUSTIZZJA,
KULTURA U GVERN LOKALI

jinkludix progetti ohra ta’ restawr li ged isiru minn
entitajiet ohrajn bhal Heritage Malta.

SARET HIDMA F'70% TAL-LOKALITAJIET MALTIN



waaelin ohial daw
wassiu gnat dawn i

Valletta 2018 hdimna fugha u ma
noqghodx lura milli nghid 1i kienet

1 Ir-rizultats?

success. Dan is-success wasal ghal diversi
ragunijiet. Ibda minn dawk kollha li kienu
involuti kemm fuq quddiem u wkoll wara
I-kwinti - li kienu mijiet.

Hadna rizultati tajbin ferm. Jekk
thares lejn il-kontribut li tat Valletta 2018
lejn ogsma varji, tara figuri nteressanti.

Bejn 1-2013 u 1-2018, €84,000,000
intefqu fuq progetti kulturali u ta® wirt,
filwaqt li hemm madwar €20,000,000
progettati ghall-2019. Dawn in-numri,
huma kollha fatti ta kemm il-kultura
tkabbir

ekonomiku u socjali - fil-fatt mir-ricekra

qieghda verament tiggenera
li saret, vvalutajna li I-impatt ekonomiku
fil-Belt Valletta bejn
1-2013 u 1-2019 huwa mistenni li ggenera
kwazi €50,000,000, fattivita ekonomika

u 230, xoghol fultajm. Dan l-investiment

tal-investiment

iggenera wkoll domanda addizzjonali
ghall-investiment li hu
€83,000,000.
L-investiment totali fil-Belt Valletta
tul il-perjodu ta’ qabel is-sena 2018 meta
kellha t-titlu ta® Kapitali Ewropea tal-
Kultura huwa stmat li lahaq il-€167 miljun.

stmat  ghal

L-enfasi bsahhtu fuq ir-rigenerazzjoni
tal-wirt storiku li sar fil-Belt Valletta
fdawn l-ahhar snin jidher ¢ar u jinkludi
kwazi nofs l-attivitd tal-investiment li
sar. Meta jigi inkluz it-tisbih ta® spazji
pubblici, bhal pjazez u gonna, l-attivitajiet
tal-investiment jilhqu kwazi zewg terzi
tal-investiment totali kumulattiv. Dan
l-investiment sinjifikanti fil-kultura, wirt
storiku u tisbih ta spazji pubblici serva
biex johloq element sinjifikanti ta’ interess
kummercjali, li kkontribwixxa ghal qabza
sostanzjali fit-turizmu fil-Belt Valletta.
L-impatt kumulattiv totali fil-PDG minn

investiment huwa stmat li kien €89 miljun,
jew €72 miljun f’termini reali.

Data ohra tindika kif ix-xoghol fl-
industrija tal-ospitalita fil-Belt Valletta
kiber b'62% bejn 1-2012 u 1-2018 fejn
l-istess industrija ggenerat 19% ta’ tkabbir
fil-gzejjer Maltin fl-istess perjodu. Din
iz-zieda fix-xoghlijiet hija ekwivalenti
ghall-250 xoghol fil-Belt Valletta fl-
industrija tal-ospitalita, li x‘aktarx kien
rizultat tal-Kapitali Ewropea tal-Kultura
u tal-investiment fil-wirt kulturali
fl-istudju  tal-EPD.  Fl-
istess hin, ix-xoghol fultajm fl-Industriji
Kulturali u Kreattivi zdied minn 9,111
fir-raba’ kwart tas-sena f’Dicembru 2015
ghall-10,629 fit-tieni kwart tas-sena fl-
2018, ekwivalenti ghall-16.7% zieda fuq
perjodu ta’ tliet snin. Ix-xoghol partajm
totali f’CCIs kiber minn 3,073 fir-raba
kwart tas-sena fl-2015 ghal 4,135 fit-tieni
kwart tas-sena fI-2018. Ix-xoghol totali
£’CClIs zdied b'18% fi tliet snin, Zieda minn
10,752 fir-raba’ kwart tas-sena fl-2015 ghal
12,686 fit-tieni kwart tas-sena f1-2018.

Tajtek hafna figuri u statistika, imma

dokumentat

aktar minn dakli nghid jien, nahseb il-fatti
jitkellmu wahedhom!

Din hija interessanti ferm. Wahda
mill-entitajiet li jagghu taht il-ministeru
Qabel

inkompli, tajjeb li nsemmi li r-restawr li

hija proprju Heritage Malta.

ged naghmlu huwa xoghol id-Direttorat
tar-Restawr, mizghud bnies professjonali
fil-qasam.

Anke Heritage Malta, apparti li
tiehu hsieb is-siti taghha, anke brestawr,
qed nahdmu biex indahhlu l-kultura fi

zminijiet moderni. Irridu nahsbu 1 barra

KULTURA

minn kif imdorrijjin biex nilhqu dejjem
aktar vizitaturi fis-siti taghna.

Ghax qed nghid hekk? Ha niehdu
1-MUZA. Irrestawrajnal-bini, ilqajna fihil-
kollezzjoni tal-arti ta’ pajjizna, imma mhux
biss. Dahhalna t-teknologija moderna biex
inkomplu ngibu liz-zghar taghna bil-mezz
li huwa ferm qrib taghhom - it-teknologija
tal-Informatika. U qed ikollha success.

Issa permezz ta Heritage Malta
dahhalna zewg skemi, li ninsab kburi li
l-ewwel wahda, il-Heritage Passport, mill-
bidu tat rizultati tajbin immens. Biss biss
fl-ewwel mitt jum rajna zieda qawwija ta
attendenza ta’ studenti fis-siti taghna. Li
permezz ta’ dan il-Passaport jidhlu b’xejn
u jiehdu zewg adulti maghhom.

Dan huwa l-approc¢¢ li rridu biex
inressqu l-kultura dejjem aktar lejn in-
nies. Issa ghadni kemm habbart Passaport
iehor, din id-darba indirizzat lejn l-anzjani
taghna. Li se jahdem fuq l-istess linji tal-
Heritage Passport, imma jindirizza lill-

anzjani. Perswaz li se jkun success ukoll.

minn dan is-settur. Mhux biss billi

nitpaxxew bdak li ghandna, imma wkoll
billi napprezzawh u wkoll nitghallmu
minnu.

Imma dan mhux bizzejjed. Jekk tmur
barra minn Malta, hemm siti li huma
maghrufin bmod dinji. Ezempju l-Ipogew,
il-Ggantija u wkoll tradizzjonijiet, bhall-
Karnival. Imma ahna rridu li lil hinn minn
xtutna, Malta tkun maghrufa ghal dak
kollu li ghandha - u ghandha hafna xtoffri.

Bdin il-promozzjoni nkunu mhux
biss qed inpoggu lil Malta fuq il-mappa
kulturali, imma nkunu qed insahhuha
bhala destinazzjoni turistika kulturali.
Inkunu qed insahhu l-impjiegi fdan is-
settur, inkunu ged naghtu aktar sehem fl-

ekonomija Maltija.
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L-Ispizjar Guzeppi Agius

u l-konnessjoni tieghu mas-Sette Giugno

) hala spizjar, hu maghruf hafna

—<, fil-post fejn kellu l-ispizerija,
_jigifieri Rahal Gdid. F’Rahal Gdid
kulhadd kien jafu bhala s-Sur Agius. Biss
ftit jafu li Guzeppi Agius spicca spizjar
minhabba I-grajjiet tas-Sette Giugno. Hu
dahal l-universitd biex isir tabib. Beda
l-kors u kien sejjer tajjeb hafna. Bhal
hafna studenti ta’ dik il-habta, kien attiv
fost l-istudenti u ma kienx jiddejjaq juri
s-sentimenti politici tieghu li kienu anti-

kolonjali u favur il-Partit Nazzjonalista.

Min-naha tal-missier, il-familja ta’
Guzeppi Agius kienet originarjament
minn Ghajnsielem Ghawdex. Wara nizlet
toqghod Hal Lija, izda missier Guzeppi,
li kien jismu Giovanni, nizel joqghod
il-Birgu, peress li kien dahal jahdem it-
Tarzna. Guzeppi twieled il-Birgu izda
ta’ erba’ snin nizel joqghod Rahal Gdid.
II-familja kienet xtrat dar fil-pjazza li
originarjament kienet ghand Ingliz. F'Hal
Lija, il-familja kienet maghrufa bhala
tal-Abjad. Kien Zmien meta r-rahhala

jigifieri dawk li kien ikollhom il-merhliet
biex ibighu I-halib bieb bieb. Izda fi Zzmien
ir-Randan jew granet ta’ astinenza, dawn
ir-rahhala ma kinux jghajtu hawn tal-
halib, izda ghal tal-abjad. Il-halib kien jigi
kkunsmat fdawn il-jiem ta® projbizzjoni
minn dawk biss li kienu jkunu morda,
l-anzjani u t-tfal Dawn kienu ezenti mis-
sawm u setghu jixorbu I-halib.

Min-naha tal-omm kienu miz-
Zurrieq. Issa lill-amministatur Ingliz
li jkun hemm xi tifel ta’ xi impjegat fit-
Tarzna Navali Ingliza u dan jissieheb ma’
partitli kien anti-Brittaniku kienet xi haga
li taghtihom gewwa hafna. U kienet taghti
gewwa hafna wkoll li dawk il-Maltin li
kienu jaghtu l-appogg lill-Inglizi.

Gara 1i ftit qabel l-irvellijiet tas-
Sette Giugno, l-istudenti tal-Universita
hargu jipprotestaw minhabba riformi
li 1-Gvern Imperjali ried jaghmel fl-
Universitd. Il-kap tal-ghaqda tal-istudenti
li kien jissejjah Comitato Permanente
(CPU)
Mifsud Bonnici, maghruf bhala I-Gross.
Flimkien ma’ studenti ohra, kien gie mixli
li insulta lil Cikku Azzopardi, eks-Kap
tal-Partit Nazzjonalista. Mifsud Bonnici
kien hareg illiberat. Biss ftit jafu li hu

I-Gross, Wenzinu u Guzeppi Agius, gew

Universitario kien Carmelo

imwahhla fl-ezamijiet taghhom fdan
l-istess perjodu. Wagqt li 1-Gross kien
ged jaghmel il-kors tal-ligi, Wenzinu
u Guzeppi kien qed isegwu l-kors tal-
medicina. Kienu waslu lejn I-ahhar kors.

Guzeppi Agius kien ha sehem
fdawn l-irvellijiet tas-Sette Giugno.
Kien ipprotesta mal-istudenti u fis-7

~ SIMON MERCIECA

td Gunju kien il-Belt. Meta s-suldati
sparaw l-ewwel tiri, hu kien fi Strada
San Paolo. Forsi ftit jafu, izda wara dawn
l-inc¢identi, hafna Maltin, inkluz min ha
sehem ma kienx jitkellem li kien hemm.
Kien hemm biza li tassoc¢ja ruhek
maghhom. Kien biss mis-sittinijiet ‘1
hemm li kien jikteb l-istess Agius, li nies
bdew ma jibzghux jitkellmu dwar dawn
l-irvellijiet. Ir-raguni ta’ din il-biza kienet
ir-ripressjoni tal-Inglizi. Agius stess kien
daq din ir-ripressjoni.

It-tifel t& Guzeppi Agius, John, qal
li meta wahhlu lil missieru, hu talab
revizjoni tal-karta tal-ezami. Il-persuna
responsabbli mill-procedura qallu 1
ghalxejn se jitlobha u se jahli 1-flus, ghax
il-professuri se jiltaqghu, ipejpu sigarru
u jzommu mar-rizultat. Izda hu xorta
talabha. Kif qalulu, ir-rizultat ma nbidilx
biss tawh id-dritt li jara l-karta u meta
raha, fugha kien hemm l-inizzjali RB.
li kienu tal-Professur Ruggier Busuttil.
B’hekk induna min kien wahhlu. Baga’
sakemm miet jghid, li din kienet l-ikbar
weggha ta’ hajtu.

Wenzinu Mifsud Bonnici kien
kompla I-kors Napli fejn studja taht
Giuseppe Moscati li wara dan sar tabib
famuz u gqaddis. Min-naha l-ohra,
Guzeppi Agius ma kellux il-mezzi biex
ikompli 1-kors barra minn Malta. Biss
Alla ried, li kien gab il-lawrja ta spizjar.
B’hekk, kuginuh Guzeppi Agius Muscat,
ta Haz-Zabbar, kien heggu biex jiftah u
jahdem ta’ spizjar. Hu kien ghenu biex
jiftah l-ewwel spizerija fi Triq il-Knisja
Haz-Zabbar. >
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12 Palmo Street,
larxien,
1%th Februury 192%,

ihe Hen, E, kizzi,
kinlster ier rublic Instructien,
Vullette,

The humole petition er Werguorits i -

Respectiully shewethn:

1) that Fetiébener wae selected by tne
Gevernment in 19£9 fer tne purpese el gelng threugh & course
el training in Engiand fer &« peried ef twe yeurs, She cntered
inte & centract with tne Geverument, uhd beund herseil te
tewchi in the Gevernment Elementury Hchcels fer wt lmtet five
yeurs after the cempletien ef the suld veurve eof truining,
wnd during tnie peried te remain spinster, eotherwise te refund
and repay the usvernment the entire rweunt which the Gevernment
Pald during her twe yeurs wbreud,

£) thut Petitiencr uic net reulise at the
time of ner ugreement with the Gevernment the fuil impert ef the
Cotditiens laid dewn in thne centract, and with her present
experience weuld never htve ncuepted tHeH, I LN LBen tht.t
they impese r. merusl cenctraint en ner by nuving te recain
vpinater fer a peried whicn uctunlly =xceens peven yeurs, &nd
Tegrets pew tnut sune pound nercell by such an afressment,

in censideratien ef tne tbeve Fetitiener msst
humbly begs fer & shertening er the centructed perisu frem five
te tnree yeirs, it veing subtmitted that the cencecsien Fetitiener
teko fer is ler tie purpese el murrying,

And &s in duty beund PetilLisrer will ever pruy.

d, Teucher, Luca uirls' Sches

<7

——

<
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L-EWWEL GHALLIEMA
TOQILA F'MALTA

Wara l-elezzjoni tal-1932, li kienet
mill-Partit
kuginuh, Guzeppi Agius Muscat,
kien sar Ministru tas-Sahha. Matul
din il-legizlatura, Nerik Mizzi kien

mirbuha Nazzjonalista,

lahaq ~ Ministru  tal-Edukazzjoni,
wara li Enrico Dandria kien miet ftit
wara li ha l-kariga ta® Ministru tal-
Edukazzjoni. Fl-1933, l-ispizjar Agius
izzewweg lil Margerita Dalli li kienet
il-Kap tal-Iskola ta’ Ffal Luqa. Kien
zmien li 1-ghalliema nisa kienu jitilfu
l-post tax-xoghol malli jizzewgu. Gara
li Margerita Dalli kienet wahda mill-
istudenti li kienet inbaghtet 1-Ingilterra
biex tistudja. Kien zmien fejn is-sistema
tal-edukazzjoni taghna, min kien imur

jistudja l-Ingilterra kien eventalment
isir kap ta’ skola. Biss il-Gvern kien
jorbtu jew jorbotha b’kuntratt tal-inqas
li jaghtuh hamis snin ta’ taghlim. Fuq
kollox il-Gvern kien jorbot lin-nisa li
ma setghux jizzewgu. Jekk jizzewgu
riedu jhallus I-ammont lura.

Meta giet biex tizzewweg, Margerita
Dalli, giet mitluba mid-Direttur tal-
Albert
thalli l-post taghha. Guzeppi Agius

Edukazzjoni, Laferla  biex
kien bruhu u bgismu wara l-gharusa
tieghu biex tibqa’ tghallem. Kien qabez
ghalihom Nerik Mizzi. Laferla ma kienx
laga’ t-talba ta® Margerita biex tibqa’
tghallem. Biss fuq parir ta’ xi hadd,
Margerita Dalli rreferiet it-talba taghha
lill-Ministru tal-Edukazzjoni, jew kif
kien jissejjah fdik il-habta 1-Ministru

tal-Istruzzjoni Pubblika. II-Ministru
tal-Edukazzjoni, Nerik Mizzi accetta
t-talba taghha u ta permess biex tibqa’
tghallem ghal perjodu ta’ tliet snin flok
hamsa.

Biss Margerita Dalli tidhol fl-
istorja bhala l-ewwel mara, i mhux
biss zammet il-post taghha wara li
zzewget izda wkoll li harget tqila waqt
li issa kienet gieghda tghallem u tmexxi
skola. Niftakar lil missieri jghidli li kien
inholoq skandlu fdik il-habta. Hafna
ma accettawx il-fatt li mara mizzewga
u tqila tidher quddiem it-tfal. Infatti
kienet tqila bzewgt itrabi. Wiehed
minnhom kien il-mibki Dun Mario
Agius.

Wara Haz-Zabbar, l-ispizjar Agius
fetah l-ispizerja fil-pjazza ta’ Rahal Gdid.
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L-ittra tal-Gvernatur li tezentah mill-htiega

Fetahha ezattament fejn illum hemm
id-dahla tal-poliklinika, kantuniera ma’
Ditch Street. Dak iz-zmien din kienet
remissa, parti mill-kumpless li kienu
bnew il-kavallieri. Wara kien ha l-hanut
li kien hemm faccata taghha fejn hafna,
inkluz jien, niftakru din l-ispizerija.

IN-NASBA

Fuq kollox, qabel it-Tieni Gwerra,
is-Sur Agius kien pro-Taljan u Mizzjan.
Kien sahansitra dahal fl-Unjoni tal-
Faxxisti Inglizi f’Malta. Kien sahansitra
sar is-segretarju tal-Kazin Nazzjonalista
ta’ Rahal Gdid, li kien l-ewwel Kazin
Nazzjonalista li nfetah f’Malta. It-tifel
tas-Sur Agius, Dun Mario, irrakkontali
li meta missieru kien ghadu fl-ewwel
spizerija li kien fetah f’Rahal Gdid,
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Ritratti tat-tikketta ta’ fuq il-flixken tal-ispizerija ta’ Haz-Zabbar

l-Inglizi pprovaw jaghmlulu nasba biex
jaghlqulu l-ispizerija. Is-sena kienet
1931. Fdik il-habta, il-politika kienet
tahraq hafna f”Malta. Kien dahal ragel
fl-ispizerija u ried ibighlu xi medic¢ina
li qallu kienet misruqa mit-tarzna tal-
Ammiraljat. Is-Sur Agius kien jghid li
dan ir-ragel kien baghtu spizjar iehor
li kellu alleanzi kbar mat-Tarzna tal-
Ammiral.

Meta gara dan il-kaz kienet ghada
kif mietet oht l-ispizjar Agius, li kien
jisimha Inez. Din mietet fil-flur ta’
hajjitha. Kienet mewta li l-familja u
partikolarmentis-Sur Agius kien hassha
hafna, tant li wara l-mewt taghha, ma
riedx u kien jiddejjaq jiehu r-ritratti.
L-ahhar ritratt, u Dun Mario kien
urihuli, kien dak ta’ din ohtu li ttiehed

fil-familja. Pmument minnhom, is-Sur
Agius hass 1-ohtu tghidlu ara ma jkollox
x’tagsam mieghu dan ir-ragel. Fdaqqa
wahda, l-ispizjar Agius qallu brabja
biex jitlaq ’il barra mill-ispizerija.
Din kienet xi haga li mhux normali
ghalih li jitkellem brabja, ghax hu kien
bniedem li jhobb jisma’ lil dak li jkun
- kif jghidu bl-Ingliz - a good listener.
Kif hareg dan ir-ragel, dahlu mill-ewwel
il-Pulizja. Qalulu li kienu gew ifittxulu
ghal medicina misruga minghand it-
Tarzna tal-Ammiraljat. Fdik il-habta
kieku inqabad bmedic¢ina misruqga mit-
tarzna kienu jaghlqulu l-ispizerija. It-
tifel ta’ Sur Agius, Alfred, ghad ghandu
l-ittra li missieru kien ir¢ieva minghand
il-Gvernatur biex bil-pulit jinfurmawh
li dan il-kaz kien inghalaq. >
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L-ISPIZJAR TAL- FOAR
L-ispizjar Agius jibqa msemmi
f’Rahal Gdid ghall-qalbkbiraul-imhabba
tieghu lejn il-fqir. Kien jaf daqs tabib,
minhabba li kif rajna kien ghamel il-kors
kollu tal-medi¢ina u wahhluh fl-ahhar.
Min jaf kemm ta parir medici bxejn u
kien juza medicini naturali, spe¢jalment
ghat-trabi, biex jiffranka flus lill-klijenti
haddiema tieghu. Fost l-ohrajn kien
jaghti bxejn il-frak tal-biskuttelli. Kienu
jsejhulhom il-biskuttelli ta® Malta. Kienu
jaghmluhom tarb. Ftit mahrugin mal-
halib. Biex jixorbuhom it-trabi kontra
imsarinhom. Dawn kienu jmorru ghand
il-forn ta’ Sacred Heart Street, maghruf
fir-rahal bhala t@® Gan Ton. Kien zmien
fejn l-ispizjar ried litteralment jaghmel
hu l-medi¢ina. Kienu jmorru ghandu
t-tfal ibighulu x-xahmet l-art, jew xi
wiza’ ghax kienu jintuzaw fit-tahlita mal-
medic¢ini. Mhux l-ewwel darba li kien
jixtrihom biex sempliciment jaghti dik
ix-xi haga zghira lil dawn it-tfal.
II-kampjuni tal-medic¢ini li kien

jinghata kien iqassam b’xejn. Haddiehor

D ( e B

kien ibighhom. Kien jara li jaghtihom
lil dawk li ma kellhomx flus biex ihallsu
l-medic¢ini. Kien ibigh bir-rohs tant
li darba minnhom l-ispizjara kienu
ghamlu kartell kontrih u l-agent ma
ridx jibqa® jbighlu l-medi¢ini jekk kien
se jibqa’ jzomm il-prezzjijiet baxxi. Biss
ma kienx wiehed milli jibza. Il-prin¢ipji
tieghu qatt ma kienu ghall-bejgh.

Kien zmien meta ma kienx hemm
hin tal-gheluq tal-ispizeriji. Kienu jdumu
miftuhin sa tard billejl. U gieli anke bil-
lejl kienu jigu jhabbtulu u kien jinzel u
jifthilhom. Kien jghid ma tafx x’wiehed
inqalaghlu.
ohra marbuta ma din
Alfred.  Alfred
irrakkontali li bhala spizjar, missieru

Storja
l-ispizerija  qalieli
kien ihalli n-nies jidhlu wara I-bank u
jhalli ¢-cavetta fl-armaturi biex ihalli
n-nies jehduhom u mbaghad ihallsu.
Ovvjament kien hemm medic¢ini li kienu
msakkra bic-cavetta ghax dawn seta’ biss
imisshom l-ispizjar. Dan kien bobbligu
tas-Sanita. Darba wiehed minn ta’ gewwa
fesfislu f’widintu u qallu li persuna ha xi

medi¢ina minghajr ma hallsitu. Pront
pront is-Sur Agius irrispondih, ‘La
hadha sinjal li kellu bzonnha!” B’hekk ta
lezzjoni lil min mar ifesfislu f’widejh!

Wara I-gwerra, minn Mizzjan, is-
Sur Agius sar partitarju kbir ta Dom
Mintoft. Kien favurih bmod miftuh anke
fil-krizi tas-sittinijiet. Kien jara f’Mintoff
il-bniedem li seta’ jiggieled ghall-
haddiem. F'Nerik Mizzi kien ra bniedem
ta’ integrita kbira. Minhabba l-popolarita
tieghu f’Rahal Gdid, mhux l-ewwel
darba li Mintoff kien jibghat ghandu
lil Anton Buttigieg biex jikkonvincieh
biex johrog mal-Partit Laburista. Izda
l-ispizjar Agius dejjem irrifjuta, brispett
ta’ ibnu Dun Mario, minhabba li kien
sacerdot.

Kif qalli ibnu Alfred.
“Missieri ma kienx xi turn coat.
Missieri dejjem ta appogg politiku
li dawk il-politici li Zammew mal-
principji tieghu. Eventalment, wara li
Mintoff sar Prim Ministru, ma kienx
baqa’ jagbel f’kollox. Hu baqa’ dejjem

izomm mal-principji tieghu.»

v a

Ritratt tas-Sur Agius fit-tielet spizerija tieghu. Fdan ir-ritratt li kien gibdu fotografu jismu Mario li kien jahdem ma’ Agius Foto Studio. Fin-nofs jidher I-ispizjar
Agius. Fuq ix-xellug jidher haten l-ispizjar Agius, Wistin Dalli li kien maghruf ghas-sfafar tal-insib u fuq in-naha I-ohra, hemm Charlie li kien jahdem ta’ barbier
partajm ma Karmenu Mercieca. Dan Karmenu Mercieca kellu I-hanut tieghu, kif tibda l-kantuniera li jmiss fuq l-istess tat-triq tal-ispizerija. Kien maghruf

minhabba li kull filghodu, Pawlu Boffa, anke meta kien Prim Ministru kien imur ghandu biex jaghmel il-lehja u xaghru.
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Ritratti tal-ittra. Dawn it-tip ta’ ittri, Agius ma kienx jibghathom bil-
posta ghaliex kien jibza' li ¢-censuri kienu jintercettawhom, jifthuhom u
ma jwassluhomx fejn ghandhom jaslu. B'hekk ittra bhal din Agius, kien
jibghatha ma’ xi hadd li kien jafli sejjer I-Italja u jitolbu biex jimpustaha
meta jkun [-Italja.

Fdin lHttra jghid l-istorja ta’ hajtu li hija wkoll l-istorja politika ta’
Malta tas-seklu ghoxrin. Fiha jitkellem fid-dettall dwar Dom Mintoff.
Jaghmel osservazzjoni demografici interessanti dwar -Integration li hadd
ma ghamilhom. Agius isostni li I-Knisja £’Malta kienet kontra l-integration
ghax qalet i |-Protestanti IngliZi fl-integration kienu se jindahlu fir-religjon
gewwa Malta. Skont Agius, l-integration kienet is-salvagwardja tax-xoghol
ghall-haddiema. Meta falliet I-integration, l-emigrazzjoni kbiret. B’hekk,
Agius isostni, dawn l-emigranti spiccaw marru fartijiet fejn ma kienx
hemm qassisin u wisq inqas knejjes!

Hu kien baghat din l-ttra lill-Papa biex jiddefendi lil Mintoff mill-
akkuzi li kienu qed isiru li hu Kommunista u allura kontra l-knisja u fuq
kollox biex jitlob lill-Papa biex ma’ jhallix lill-knisja lokali tkompli tindahal
fil-politika lokali. Din l-ittra ma hafna ittri u xogholijiet ohra ta Guzeppi

P Agius instabu fil-kollezzjoni kbira ta’ karti li kellu t-tifel tieghu Dun Mario
Agius u li bhal issa gieghed nghin fl-identifikazzjoni taghhom.

s mogs g
" Eatamon 83vang
+

T,

—

e,




Experience Esplora
EXPLORE | THINK | IMAGINE

Science Shows | Workshops | Planetarium Shows | Exhibits | Special Events

Far more information call us cn 2360 2300

www.esplora.org.mt

ESPLORA | Interactive Science Centre
Villa Bighi, Kalkara, KKR 1320, Malta
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mac-Cermen Ezekuttiv tal-Kunsill Malti Uhd_\-XJLrl/d u t-Teknologija,

S DR |EFFREY PULLICINO ORLANDO

Smajna li I-Kunsill Malti ghax-
Xjenza u t-Teknologija qieghed
jimbarka fuq progett gdid. Tista’
(ghidilna aktar dwaru?

II-Kunsill Malti ghax-Xjenza u
t-Teknologija gieghed jahdem fuq
l-izvilupp ta centru interattiv ghall-
istorja naturali, EsploraNatura. Din
kienet weghda elettorali tal-Gvern
Laburista. Din se tkun ospitatata fil-
binjiet tal-Lvant tal-peninsula Bighi, li
jmissu mal-Esplora.

Cwassal ghal EsploraNatura?

Il-Muzew Nazzjonali  tal-Istorja
Naturali, li fil-prezent jinsab fil-Palazz
Vilhena fl-Imdina, ghandu kollezzjoni
kbira u affaxxinanti t&® madwar miljun
speci. It-tim li jikkuraha, immexxi minn
John Borg, gieghed jaghmel bicc¢a xoghol
kbira biex jikkonserva din il-kollezzjoni.
Madankollu, hemm certa restrizzjonijiet
partikolari fis-sit u l-facilitajiet kurrenti.
EsploraNatura se tkun tista’ tilg@® dawn
l-ispec¢i fambjent aktar adegwat, biex
tizgura li dawn it-tezori nazzjonali huma
ppreservati  fl-agwa  kundizzjonijiet
possibbli. Se nkunu geghdin nizviluppaw
ukoll attrazzjoni ta’ klassi mondjali ghall-

u l-interpretazzjoni tal-istorja naturali
lokali, filwaqt li jkomplu jizviluppaw hub
tax-xjenza fil-Kalkara. Dan l-izvilupp
se jippermetti ghar-restawr tal-Palazz
Vilhena nnifsu, li partijiet minhom

jinsabu fi stati imminenti li jaqghu.

Dan jinstema’ bhala pjan
ambizzjuz u kbir. Tista’

(ghidilna xi
li ghaddej minn wara |-kwinti?

ftit dwar ix-xoghol

Il-preparazzjonijietbiexil-kollezzjoni
tal-istorja naturali ssib postha mill-
gdid, kif ukoll id-disinni u x-xoghlijiet
fuq il-bini u l-esebizzjonijiet jinsabu
ghaddejjin gmielhom. Kien sforz bhala
tim sa mill-bidu nett. Ghandna wkoll il-
kollaborazzjoni u l-appogg ta’ Heritage
Malta, il-Ministru Owen Bonnici, is-
Segretarju Parlamentari Silvio Schembri,
is-Segretarju  Permanenti  Principali
Mario Cutajar, is-Segretarju Permanenti
Vincent Muscat u l-konsulenti taghna
KCA London. Fl-istess waqt, Heritage
Malta qeghdin jahdmu fuq l-izvilupp ta
ufficéji godda, workshops u postijiet fejn
jattiraw il-vizitaturi taghhom f’sit f'Ta
Qali. T2 min wiehed isemmi l-assistenza
li qieghda tinghata mill-Malta Industrial

©kENUP

Liema hi l-ispec¢i favorita

tieghek "din il-kollezzjoni?

Difficli taghzel speci favorita. Kull
kabinett ghandu xi haga ecitanti x’juri,
minn speci preistorici imprezzabbli ghal
speci godda li ngabru minn madwar id-
dinja. Madankollu, li kieku kelli naghzel,
dan kien ikun il-mummja Egizzjana. II-
mummja u s-sarkofagu tal-injam huma
minn 600QK u ngiebu Malta flimkien
ma diversi artifatti ohra Egizzjani minn
Lord Grenfell, il-Gvernatur ta’ Malta
bejn 1-1899 u 1-1903. Jinghad li dan is-
sarkofagu hu mishut... imma ejja nhallu
dik I-istorja ghal darbohra.

Nistiednu ‘1 kulhadd biex jigu u
jaghzluliema hul-kampjun ul-attrazzjoni
favorita taghhom ladarba EsploraNatura

vizilaturi li jiffokaw fuq il-prezentazzjoni | jiftah il-bibien.

parks biex jinghata dan is-sit.
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MARIE-LOUISE

COLEIRO PRECA

BEJN STORJA U MITI

gz

GABRATA" Krrpygy

Sergio Grech

1Q

L-Esperjenza li teditja ktieb dwar:

Marie-l.ouise

Colerio-Preca

11.-GRAJJA TA’ PRESIDENT MARA

FTIT XHUR QABEL
L-APPUNTAMENT ELETTORALI
TAL-2013, ID-DAR TAL-KOTBA
HORIZONS IPPUBBLIKAT
IL-VOLUM DUMINKU MINTOFF
BEJN STORJA U MITI EDITJAT

ak kien it-tieni ktieb tieghi wara
spazju ta hames snin u terga
u tghid l-ewwel ktieb tieghi

kien rumanz ghalkemm kien ukoll
riflessjonijiet ta’ tfuliti fis-snin tmenin.
Ir-rumanz kont ghammidtu 1l-Lejl tal-
Irgulija. Ftit xhur wara l-pubblikazzjoni
tal-ktieb tasalli telefonata u wiehed mill-
azzjonisti talabni nikkunsidra li Bejn
Storja u Miti ssir sensiela. Anki ghax
il-ktieb inbigh bl-eluf minkejja kull biza’
Tllum wasalna ghas-seba’ volum u fih
ged niddiskutu lil Marie-Louise Colerio
Preca; isem li llum hu parti minn kull dar

Maltija.

Bejn Storja u Miti trid tiftah il-
bibien imsakkra. Trid tiddibatti. Trid
tehodha kontra l-kurrent. Trid tistagsi.
Trid tirribella kontra l-idea li l-istorja
hi sempliciment muzika ta’ min hu fil-
quccata jew fil-poter. Bla ma nidher
bombastiku, ghalija Bejn Storja u Miti sar
mezz kif insarraf il-patrijottizmu tieghi
lejn l-art li wellditni. Mhux patrijottizmu
tal-bnadar, i jaf fih il-piz tieghu, imma
wiehed li jghinek tgharbel il-passat u
tipprova tithem DNA gensek.

Nammetti li fis-sensiela kien hemm
defi¢it ghax konna ged nenfasizzaw wisq
dwar l-irgiel. Anke ghax wara kollox
l-irgiel ghal bosta snin ddominaw l-istorja
bhallikieku n-nisa qatt ma kienu hemm.
Riedna naghmlu stqarrija wara kollox li
anke l-mara Maltija haggha posl ximkien
fl-istorja. Zgur mhux il-paljazza tal-
interpretazzjoni storika.



Imlejna ftit il-vojt meta hrigna volum
fuq Mabel Strickland imma I-pubblikatur
baqa’ jinsisti mieghi li Bejn Storja u Miti
trid tiddiskuti mara ohra i ma kinitx
passiva fis-so¢jeta.

Minn hawn T hemm I-ghazla kienet
naturali. L-ezempju ta hajja attiva ta
Marije-Louise Colerio Preca ma setax
jinqabez. Imma mhux kulma jleqq u
deheb ghax f’kotba bhal dawn jibda
l-ewwel intopp. Min se jikteb? Il-hbieb
jew l-ghedewwa? U l-hbieb x’se jghidu?
U l-ghedewwa, biex nuzaw kelma iebsa,
xdifetti se jsibu? U aghar minn hekk
jekk kulhadd se jdoqq l-istess strument,
se jkollna ripetizzjoni monotona? Fis-
sensiela johrog zgur il-punt li anke
l-impenn fil-hajja pubblika jvarja u allura
morna ghal-qawsalla ta’ nies differenti li
kienu jafuha fepoki differenti ghalkemm
jaf hemm certu inklinazzjoni ghal nies li
jafuha bhala Ministru u President. Ghax
l-attivizmu aktarx jappella iktar fl-Istorja
milli I-privat.

Fuq kollox Colerio Preca kienet
tar-Repubblika i
konna se niddiskutu fis-sensiela u allura

l-ewwel President
ma xtagniex li l-ktieb ikun album tal-
Presidenza. Presidenza li habtet fi Zmien
qtil ta© gurnalista famuza lokali, meta
l-iskandlu Panama Papers kien fl-aqwa
tieghuumetaqed narawkontradizzjonijiet
cari socjali ta pajjiz li ekonomikament

miexi tajjeb imma li xorta ged ikollu

—
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frazzjoni ta’ nies li qed jghixu f’garaxxijiet
jew karozzi. Dan tghidu I-istatistika u
mhux jien u fil-gurnali u t-televizjoni
qed jidhru dawn l-istejjer anke jekk xi
kultant ikunu mgebbda wisq. Allura dan
il-kuntest indirizzajnieh fil-ktieb.

Kien hemm ukoll dilemma li ma
setghefx ma tkunx indirizzata. Colerio-
Preca kienet segretarja generali ta
partit fis-snin tmenin meta l-pajjiz
demokratikament kien iggamjat u din il-
perspettiva kienet niegsa. Riedna nistagsu
hi fejn kienet u x’ghamlet? Hu perjodu
difficli li meta jissemma’ ma jongsux il-
kontroversji kbar u kull naha tipprova
tiskredita u takkuza lin-naha I-ohra.
Fuq kollox ma kienx ikun gust li wiehed
ilehhen biss il-veduta Nazzjonalista tas-
suggett. Anke ghax Bejn Storja u Miti
trid issaqgsi u trid twegiba. Fil-fatt hemm
il-kontrubuti partikolari ta® Alfred Sant
u George Vella, illum President tar-
Repubblika, dwar dan u jistghu jifthu
berah id-diskussjoni. M’ahniex nitkellmu
fuq htija fdan l-istadju imma bdil
filosofiku tal-fatti.

Jien l-ahhar
dak i

naghmel. U bosta drabi ma niddejjagx

wiehed i

nkun

inkun
nirromanticizza qed
inkun kritiku ahrax mieghi nnifsi u bla
ma rrid nistagsi jekk ktieb bhal dan hux
jikkontribwixxi ghall-miti jew ghall-
istorja. Illum li nghalaq kapitlu u beda
iehor fit-tmun tal-pajjiz, wisq probabbli

(T T
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diga nistghu nitkellmu fuq mit ta’ Colerio
Preca. Anke fid-dawl tal-fatt li ma kienx
hemm irtir mill-patibolu.

Ghaliex rebhet
l-opinjoni nazzjonali u kulhadd jammira

Colerio  Preca
n-nar li kapaci ttajjar. Anke ghax forsi
tradizzjonalment il-Presidenza dejjem
rajniecha bhala hajja komda bis-sefturi.
Okkazjoni biex daklijkun jirtira fil-hemda
ta’ Palazz sabih, qalb gonna mimlija sigar
tac-¢itru. Bla dubju kienet President li
gharfet tuza I-midja u I-midja so¢jali fejn
illum jibdew l-ahbarijiet. Kultant thoss
tracc¢i kwazi ta’ xi Eva Peron fejn tidhol
l-alleanza poplu-mexxej. Colerio Preca
waqqghet is-swar li dawwar il-presidenza.
Din mhux biss stajt tkellimha xi telethon
imma hi stess tagbad il-mowbajl u
¢cempillek hi u tintroduci ruhha “Marie-
Louise” Waqt li gabel il-Presidenza kienet
inaccessibbli. U dan il-poplu apprezzah.
U dan jaghmel difficli tissepara l-mara u
l-mit.

Dan il-ktieb jipprova ma jin¢ensax
imma ma jistax ma jiddokumentax
hin.
xjaqra. Iktar minn 300 faccata ta’ stejjer,

fl-istess Hemm hafna wiehed
argumenti, teorija u kontro-teoriji. Hemm
analizi ta’ mara li maz-zmien minn omm
privata saret omm in-nazzjon.

Kollox ma’ kollox nemmen li dan hu
volum pjacevoli li wiehed se jiehu gost
jaqrah u jiskopri wahda mill-ommijiet i

dan in-nazzjon gawda minnhom.
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Niltaqghu mas-Sopran

u Ghalliema:

, }
Tikteb
chala
ghandna
nharrgu
il uliedna
fil-muzika

‘POP’



IL.-KELMA MUZIKA ‘POP!
INSIBUHA UZATA GHALL-EWWEL
DARBA FL-1880 FL-AMERIKA.

in bdiet tintuza ghal dawk is-
siltiet muzikali li d-dinja ta
dak iz-zmien tkun tqis bhala

popolari, kif fil-fatt din l-istess kelma
tixhed. Biss bdin il-kelma kienu qed
jithmu xi haga aktar importanti minn
hekk. Kienu qed jirreferu ghal kull tip ta’
muzika tal-poplu li tkun qed takkwista

fama, grazzi ghall-popolarita taghha.
Is-Socjetd Amerikana rrealizzat gabel
kulhadd, li I-muzika kellha influwenza
fuq il-hajja tal-bnedmin kollha u mhux
Aktar mal-
muzika tinfluwenza nies, aktar titqies
bhala muzika POP. Fdan l-istadju,
l-interess kien primarjament fuq hajjet

fuq xi sezzjoni ta nies.

l-adoloxxenti. L-adoloxxenti jingibdu
lejn il-kantant/kantanta, muzicist jew
muzicista. L-Amerka dahhlet il-kuncett
bdew isiru ‘role models. Beda jkollhom
l-ammiraturi taghhom. Saru ikoni tal-
moda. Id-drawwiet u l-lingwagg uzat
minn dawn il-kantanti beda jhalli effett
fuq l-adolexxenti. L-adolexxenti bdew
isegwu l-istil ta’ hajja u l-ilbies ta’ dawn
il-kantanti.

II-muzika sa mill-origini taghha
dejjem tqieset li tista’ twassal messaggi
pozittivilill-bniedem. Huwal-artistli jista’
jghaddi dawn il-messaggi. Huwa l-artist
li jista’ jibdel messagg posittiv f'wiehed
negattiv  bl-imgieba jew azzjoniijiet
tieghu. Biss dak li jiddetermina messagg
ta’ artist, jekk hux pozittiv jew le, huwa
wkoll marbut mal-kodi¢ci morali li
s-socjeta thaddan u thaddem. Xi drabi,
il-muzika tisfida dawn il-kodi¢i morali.
Dik ‘POP’ ghamlitu kemm-il darba.

Forsi ghal hafna nies, fosthom il-
genituri, meta jigri hekk jaraw fil-muzika
POP bhala periklu. Jibdew jibzghu li
wliedhom isegwu jew jammiraw din il-
muzika. Meta jigri dan sfortunatament
tehel il-muzika. Hafna drabi, il-muzika
‘POP’ tigi megqjusa bhala I-muzika

li thawwad wu tharbat
l-adolexxenza u z-zghozija tal-‘fans.

distruttiva

ITemm kategoriji ohra ta’ genituri, li
telghu jhobbu dan l-istil ta' muzika u
jaraw fdin it-transgressivita azzjoni
artistika jekk mhux ukoll ideali ghalihom.

Sfortunatament facli 1li wiehed
jitkaxkar mal-kurrent u jaqa® fezempiji
li jhassru l-hajja tal-individwu jew
fimgieba li mhux dejjem tagbel ma
dak li jixtiequ l-genituri. Izda jinghad
xjinghad, il-qawwa pozittiva tal-
muzika hija tant bsahhitha i teghleb
kull pregudizzju. II-muzika hija ghodda
bsahhitha ghax
l-emozzjonijiet tal-bniedem.

finalment  tqangal

Besperjenza personali, kemm bhala
kantanta u anke bhala ghalliema fil-
muzika, bcertezza nghid li s-successi li
ggib maghha il-muzika ghandhom jigu
uzati bilghaqal. Sfortunatament tezisti
l-ambizzjoni fdan il-qasam li twassal
anke ghall-ghira. Xi drabi l-artisti stess
jispiccaw jaghmlu I-hsara lill-artisti
ohrajn u sahansitra lilhom nfushom.
L-ghira
mghandhiex taqta’ qalb il-genituri, anzi
jekk jaraw f’uliedhom talent naturali fil-
muzika, ghandhom imexxu lil uliedhom

Biss fejn ma hemmx ghejra?

’il quddiem u jixprunaw lil uliedhom biex
jilhqu I-ghan taghhom.
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professjonali u ghalliema kwalifikati
fdan il-qasam. Fuq kollox, il-genituri
ma ghandhomx jisfurzaw lil uliedhom,
specjalment jekk qged nitkellmu fuq tfal
zghar. Dan hsara jaghmel. Kif jghid il-
Malti, “il-qattusa ghaggelija frieh ghomja
ghamlet” L-ewwel u qgabel kollox, it-
taghlim ghandu jittiehed bis-serjeta.
Is-success f’kull qasam jehtieg taghlim
li jrid jittiehed bimpenn. Wiehed irid
jiftakar li s-success jasal bil-mod il-mod.
II-vu¢i hija l-eqdem strument ezistenti
fid-dinja. Kienet u ghadha I-aktar mezz
ta komunikazzjoni fundamentali fil-
hajja tal-bniedem. Naghmlu uzu minnha
kuljum. Biss ftit naghtu kas kemm hija
importanti li niehdu hsiebha. Bhal kull
strument, il-kordi vokali taghna rridu

nibzghu ghalihom.
Sahhet il-kordi vokali hija ta
importanza  ghal kull individwu,

bmod specjali ghall-kantanti. Taghrif
u istruzzjoni professjonali dwar dan
is-suggett huma parti essenzjali li kull
ghalliem tal-vu¢i ghandu jwassal lill-
studenti tieghu. It-talent vokali jehtieg
pacenzja u dedikazzjoni mhux biss minn
min jghallem izda aktar u aktar minn
min qed jitghallem u nzid li 1-genituri
wkoll ghandhom irwol fundamentali.
II-genituri mhux qeghdin hemm biss

b erlopz ngfiid b s~sucicssi

l G6ib maghta il-mujika
ghandlhem jigu wiali bil-ghagal. ) )

IT-TALENT FIL-KANT HU
C-CAVETTA GHAS-SUCCESS
Meta wiched ihoss li ghandu talent
muzikali jew jara fuliedu dan it-talent
ghandu jfittex li jisfruttah. Izda dan
jitlob direzzjoni professjonali. L-ewwel
ma ghandu jfittex hu li jizviluppa
t-talent permezz ta taghlim taht gwida

biex ihallsu u jwasslu lil uliedhom fejn
mehtieg izda biex jiehdu sehem fit-tahrig
ta uliedhom spec¢jalment waqt li qed
jistudjaw. It-talent huwa rigal minghand
il-Hallieq u ghandu
Hija naturali ghall-
genituri li jiggustaw it-talent fic-ckejknin

jigi  ndokrat
bresponsabilita.

taghhom. Hu xoghol tal-ghalliem li juri >
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<. fiducja fil-kapaéitajiet tal-istudenti tieghu

o jixpruna kemm jiflah dan it-talent: Biss

dan irid jsir bi professjonalita u fil-limiti
tal-ahjar possibilitajiet tat-tfal. - Jekk le;
inkunu'qeghdin . nisfruttaw lit-tfal jekk
mhux - ukoll - nirvinawlhom. il-vuci min
eta zghira.

It-tfal ' qatt: mghandhom' jinghataw
kanzunetti ta’ ¢erta diffikulta vokali jekk
ma jkunx hemm tahrig u preparazzjoni
ghalihom. = :Dan’ jitlob": kwalifi¢i - u
esperjenza; Il-hoss ghandu johrog bmod
naturali u mhux bi sforz. ghax sforzi u
pressjoni muskolari jafu jkunu ta* dannu
vokali serju fuq it-tfal: Xidrabi tfal zghar
fl-eta jintalbu jaghmlu tahrig vokali li hu
intiz ghal tfal ikbar fl-eta.

Bhala ghalliema = fit-tahrig tal-
vuci, dejjem ntiza }-frazi: L-ewwel trid
titghallem timxi mbeqq biex imbaghad
tibda timxi fuq zewg saqajn.u aktar tard
titlaq tigri. Nemmen li dan jghodd kemm
ghat-tfal, ghal studenti akbar flreta kif
ukoll ghall-kantanti adulti. " Fuq kollox,
it-taghlim tal-kant ghandu jkun addattat

mhux biss skont l-etd tal-persuna izda
wkoll skond il-livell ta’ esperjenza li
wiehed ikollu.

Pass, pass, b'sabar u bdeterminazzjoni
Ladarba tasal, is-
sodisfazzjon ikun kbir, ghax tkun taf i

wiehed jasal.

wasalt fejn xtaqt bl-gharaq tieghek stess
ghall-kisba ta’ rizultati sodisfacenti. Fuq
kollox, meta wiched jirnexxi, jikber fih
innifsu is-sens ta’ fiduc¢ja fdak li jaghmel
u jemmen aktar fih innifsu. Ma hemm
ebda . success minghajr tbatija. - Is-
sodisfazzjon li tkun wasalt bil-hila tieghek
u l-ghaqal tieghek huma imprezzabbli.

Inheggeg kemm lill-genituri ta’ tfal
zghar u lill-adoloxenti u z-zghazagh biex
ma jaqtghux qalbhom ubdeterminazzjoni
u sagrificcji jippruvaw jitilghu targa, targa
favventura ta taghlim u esperjenzi li
jwasslu lejn il-kisba ta professjonalitd u
successi mixtieqa.







The Convenience Shop

Open From 7am Till 10pm | Everyday Including Public Holidays



II-hwienet tal-
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CONVENIENCE SHOP

MARTIN AGIUS, KAP EZEKUTTIV
TA' THE CONVENIENCE GROUP,
HU MEQJUS BHALA JAF SEW/
IS-SETTUR TAN-NEGOZJU.

hamel aktar minn ghoxrin sena

jahdem mal-General Soft Drinks,

li hi wahda mill-kumpaniji
rinomati tal-luminati f’pajjizna. Bhala
Sales and Marketing Manager, hu ghen
bil-kbir biex in-negozju tal-kumpanija
jikber, u dan fi zmien ta’ kompetizzjoni
qawwija.

Ftitxhur iluhu ddeciedali jidhol ghal
sfida gdida u dan hekk kif dahal bhala Kap
Ezekuttiv ta The Convenience Group,
grupp li qed jespandi sew f”pajjizna.
Dan hu grupp li sa issa ghandu xejn inqas
minn 62 hanut f’pajjizna.

“Kien car hafna 1 l-azzonisti wara
‘The Convenience Shop ghandhom
vizjoni c¢ara u dan biex jiehdu dawn
l-istabbilmenti lejn pozizzjoni ghola.
Kien difficli nitlaq ix-xoghol li kelli qabel,
imma id-determinazzjoni tal-azzjonijiet
li jkomplu bis-success, kienet kbira’,
jghid Martin Agius.

L-ewwel Convenience Shop li nfetah
kien f’Haz-Zebbug. Kien infetah ghaxar
snin ilu, fejn dakinhar l-ghan kien li
jinlahquI-bidlietli kienu qed isiru fis-suq.
Ma kellux jghaddi hafna zmien sakemm
il-fundaturi irrealizzaw li I-kuncett kellu
potenzjal kbir.

“Is-sidien originali kienu vizjonarji.
Bdew jaraw li aktar nies bdew ifittxu
dejjem aktar dawn il-hwienet ghax

kien jaqdu l-htigijiet taghhom fid-dinja
mghaggla ta’ llum’, jghid Martin Agius.

“Il-formula baqghet l-istess. Negozju
tal-familja li jiffoka fuq li jaghti l-ahjar
servizz” jghid Martin Agius.

Is-sur Agius jispjega li ‘I-kuncett
ta  Convenience sar dejjem aktar
importanti minhabba l-mod kif qed
jinbidel l-ambjent soc¢jo ekonomiku
bmod partikolari minhabba it-turisti
u l-ammont ta’ barranin. Ahna mhux
qeghdin nikkompetu mas-supermarkets
tradizzjonali, ghax il-parti l-kbira tal-
klijenti taghna ma jridux jghaddu hafna
hin jixtru. Ahna qed nikkumplimentaw
lis-supermarkets ghax il-klijenti taghna
qed fifittxu li jaghmlu xirja malajr. Ir-
rwol taghna hu li nilqghu l-aspetattivi
tal-Klijenti, li jaghmlu xirja bejn 5 u 10
minuti”

Biex jintlahaq dan, il-hanut irid
ikollu stokk adekwat ta’ diversi prodotti.
Ahna iffukat fuq il-bzonnijiet specifici
tal-Klijenti” jiddikjara Martin Agius.

Ilum il-hwienet tal-Convenience
issibhom fi kwazi kull belt u rahal f’Malta
apparti 1-Mellieha u f'Ghawdex. Is-sur
Agius jikkonferma li m’hemmx ghaggla
biex il-Convenience Shop tistabbilixxi
ruhha hemm ukoll kif jinhass il-bzonn.

“L-istrategija taghna hi li nkomplu
nikbru brata mghaggla. Din l-istrategija
tinvolvi 1i  nidentifikaw lokalitajiet
godda. Il-grupp hu konxju hafna tal-
isfidi li johorgu mill-pjan ta’ tkabbir. Hu
ghalhekk 1i qed jinvesti f’infrastruttra
sofistikata ta’ IT biex bmod effi¢jenti

se jitilghu ghal 71 sal-2019

tanalizza is-suq. Dan biex id-decizjonijiet

ikunu bmod infurmat”.

II-Convenience Shop jaghtu
importanza kbira lir-rizorsi umani, lillum
jghoddu mas-750 impjegat. Il-grupp ma
jonqosx li jirrikonoxxi I-kontribut tal-
haddiema ghal dan is-success.

“Il-kumpanija ma kienet tasal imkien
minghajr id-dedikazzjoni tal-haddiema.
II-kumpanija tmexxi politika ta’ diversita
u opportunitajiet ugwali. Ninvestu fit-
tahrig. Ghandna haddiema li bdew mill-
iskaluni ta’ isfel u baqghu javvanzaw
sakemm waslu f’karigi manigerjali”

Bl-ghan li jkompli jespandi il-grupp
qed itejjeb l-operat tieghu u hareg b’xejn
inqas minn €5 miljun f’bonds.

Martin Agius jghid 1i “l-missjoni
taghna hi li nsiru l-aqwa convenience
retailer f’Malta”. Hu jispjega ukoll li
l-grupp ma jonqosx li jsemmi li jhaddnu
ukoll  il-filosfija
so¢jali tal-kumpanija u dan billi tghin

tar-responsabbilita

fdiversi ogsma.




Niltageghu ma’ artist:

(- stoulloct
CHRIS EBEJER

SIMON MERCIECA




'WIEHED MILL-ISKULTURI |
PJUTTOST ZGHAZAGH, HU CHRIS

| EBEJER. ILLUM GHANDU 39 SENA.
GHAL MIN IHOBB L-ISKULTURA,
L-ISEM TIEGHU MHUX GDID U

HAFNA LLUM JARAW X WHUD
MILL-ISTATWI KBAR TAL-BRONZ
LI GHAMEL MINGHAJR MA JAFU |
LI GHAMILHOM HU.

Ma jiddejjagx jghid li n-nannu
tieghu kien bidwi 1-Qrendi. U
wisq inqas ma jiddejjaq jasso¢ja ruhu

@\I hris Ebejer hu wild il-Qrendi.

mal-kultura ta’ rahal twelidu. Lanqas
jiddejjaq jidentifika ruhu ma dak li
Jeremy Boissevain isejjah il-kultura
Maltija tal-festa partiti. Bi kburija wrieni
l-iskultura li ghamel ghall-faccata tal-
Kazin tal-Banda ta’ Santa Marija.

Allavolja ghadu pjuttost Zghir, Chris
Ebejer ghandu numru ta’ xoghlijiet kbar
u imponenti f’pajjizna. L-istatwa fil-
bronz tal-perit militari Pietro Floriani li
hemm il-Furjuna hija tieghu. Hu wkoll
l-iskultur wara l-istatwa ta’ Madonna
li hemm fid-dahla principali tal-isptar
Mater Dei.

Biss Chris Ebejer ghandu numru
ta’ xoghlijiet fid-djar u f’kollezzjonijiet
privati. Ghadu kif spicca jaghmel
numru ta’ bustijiet ta’ persuni li ghamlu
isem u gieh lil pajjizna. Hawn se nsemmi
tnejn biss minnhom. L-ewwel bust li
ghadu kif spicca jaghmel u sar tal-bronz
huwa dak tas-Sur Edwin Friggieri, il-
fundatur tal-Busy Bee. L-iehor hu ta’
Sunny Borg, li waqqaf il-Bortex. Dawn
huma zewg xoghlijiet li offrewlu sfidi
kbar. Forsi ghal min mhux versanti
max-xoghol tal-iskultura, ma jaghrafx
l-isfidi teknici u artistici li xoghlijiet
bhal dawn jitolbu. L-ikbar sfida hu dak
li taghmel bust ta’ persuna li tkun diga
mejta. Fdan il-kuntest, il-bust ta’ Sunny
Borg kien l-ikbar sfida ghax dan gie
kkummissjonat wara mewtu.
fid-dinja

Klassika u anke fdik Rinaxximentali,

Normalment Rumana

meta kienu jsiru I-bustijiet, dawn kienu

jsiru meta I-individwu kien ikun ghadu
haj. Illum, aktar iva milli le, naghmlu
I-bustijiet meta l-persuna tkun mietet.
Fil-kaz ta® Edwin Friggieri, il-bust
mexxa din klassika.
Dan ifisser li l-artist, fil-kaz ta’ Ebejer,
jaghmlu billi I-individwu jigi fl-istudjo

it-tradizzjoni

u jimmudella l-bust fuqu. Normalment
meta s-suggett ikun prezenti, din l-isfida
tintrebah ghax I-iskultur qed jara lill-
persuna quddiemu, idur maghha u

jmmudella I-figura tieghu.
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Min-naha l-ohra, il-bust ta® Sunny

Borg kellu johloq il-bust tieghu minn
fuq numru zghir ta’ ritratti. Wiehed irid
jiftakar li ritratt dejjem jaghti immagni
ta’ zewg dimensjonijiet. Skultura kontra
ritratt jew pittura mhix xi haga catta,
izda kif jinghad fil-jargon artistiku
‘in the round’ jew multi dimensjonali.
B’hekk taghmel bust jew wicc ta’ persuna
toffri sfidi differenti minn dik li taghmel
pittura. Hu difficli ferm biex tohloq din

il-multi-dimensjonalita minn ritratt: li

Ritratt mehud minn Mark Micallf:f Perconite
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juru waqt wiehed fil-hajja ta’ individwu.
Wiehed irid jghid 1i Ebejer rebah dawn
l-isfidi bl-unuri kollha.

Ebejer beda l-istudji tieghu ma’
Tarcisju Montebello 1i jigi t-tifel tal-
famuz skultur Marku Montebello. Beda
bhala alljiev tieghu u ta’ tifel kien imur
jghinu, fis-snin disghin meta Tar¢isju
kien qed jaghmel xoghol ta’ skultura fuq

il-knisja ta’ Kristu Re, Rahal Gdid.
Hlum  Ebejer
tieghu, garaxx kbir fl-Imqabba fejn

ghandu l-istudjo

jaghmel ix-xoghlijiet tieghu. Hu kritiku
dwar is-sistema prezenti ta’ apprentista.
Jemmen li numru ta’ zghazagh qed
jispiccaw l-iskola u johorgu bhafna
prelenzjonijiet, xi haga, i hu jqijs li ma

kinietx tezisti qabel. Jemmen li artist
ghandu jharsu lejn il-valur tal-flus. Dan
mhux hazin, ghaliex il-haddiem haqqu
hlasu. Biss qabel ma jgholli rasu l-artist
irid I-ewwel jasserixxi ruhu u jipprova
lilu nnifsu. Certifikat akkademiku
wahdu mhux bzzejjed biex jaghmel
persuna artist! Dan jitlob sens qawwi ta’

umilta.

Mlum Ebejer jahdem ukoll barra
minn xtutna. Ghandu kuntatt qawwi
ma Pietrasanta, post barra minn Pisa,
u rinomat ghall-iskultura. Jitla’ ta’ spiss
u xoghlijiet tieghu jsiru tal-bronz,
spe¢jalment jekk huma kkummissjonati
mill-privat, ffunderija partikolari i
hemm fdin il-lokalita. Ebejer jemmen

li din il-funderija hija wahda mill-aqwa
li hemm fl-Ttalja, kemm fdik li hija
kwalita ta’ xoghol u fuq kollox fi kwalita
ta’ bronz. Bhal kull artist ta’ veru, Ebejer
huwa spizjar f’xoghlu.

Barra li hu skultur, Ebejer huwa
anke espert f'dik li hija teknika ta’ kif
isiru l-iskulturi fil-bronz. Hareg ktieb
ma Raymond Saliba dwar dan is-
suggett. Din hija xi haga li kienet nieqsa
fil-letteratura taghna.

Jien nemmen li l-arti tigri fid-
demm. Fi studju genjalogiku li kont
ghamilt fuq il-pittur Francesco Zahra,
sibt li mhux biss missieru kien artist,
izda kien jigi mod dirett mill-iskultur
Malti, Casanova. Dan kien attiv fis-seklu
sbatax. Chris Ebejer qalli li min-naha
jew fergha tal-familja tieghu tal-Qrendi
ma hemmx artisti. Dawn kienu bdiewa.
Infatti, jekk thares lejn l-istorja ta’ din
il-lokalita, kompla jghidli, ma ssibx
artisti mill-Qrendi. Is-sengha kienet
tintiret. Fil-Qrendi, l-unikasengha li
setghet tintiret kienet dik tal-bidja.

Anke ghax-xoghlijiet fil-knisja tal-
Qrends, bhall-bqyja tal-knejjes rurali,



kienu jitqabbdu artisti mill-ibliet. Il-
bdiewa kienu jimitaw l-istili u jimxu
fuq il-passati u l-izviluppi artistici
li kienu jsehhu fl-Ibliet. L-artisti u
l-artiggani fil-imghoddi, fl-ibliet taghna
kont issibhom, bmod partikolari,
fdawk tal-inhawi tal-port. Imbaghad
kien jigi xi kappillan minn dawn in-
nahat u dan kien igib il-kultura tal-port
mieghu. B’hekk hu jhossu kburi, li huwa
wiehed minn tal-ewwel skulturi li hargu
mill-Qrendi. Biss qalli wkoll li fil-linja
genjalogika tieghu, ghandu fergha minn
Bormla. Wiehed mill-antenati tieghu,
jigifieri, in-nannu tieghu kien Bormliiz.

Hu veru kaz, kif qalilna I-poeta Latin
Orazju, ‘poeta nascitur’ jew persuna
titwieled artist jew poeta.

Biss din l-origini mill-bdiewa
ghadha qawwi fi Chris Ebjer. Barra li
hu skultur tajjeb, ghandu passjoni kbira
lejn il-bidja. Bniedem li jfittex li jnissel
sigar godda indigeni minn dawk qodma.
Kif qalli, il-Hadd waranofsinhar irridu
ghalija. Ihobb jaghmel mixjiet twal
wahdu fil-kampanja, jiskopri l-istess
kampanja u janalizza l-pjanti indigini
taghna. In-natura toffrilu mistrieh tal-

mohh, izda tiftahlu dinja ohra, ghaliex

in-natura issir sors ta’ ispirazzjoni ghax-
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xoghlijiet tieghu.

Meta stagsejt jekk ghandu x-xoghol
importanti kif nghid bl-Ingliz ‘in
the pipeline’, qalli, 1i qed jahdem fuq
monument fejn in-natura se tkun
prezenti. Barra li dan il-monument se
joffri sfidi ta’ teknika, minhabba 1-kobor
u s-suggett, jirrapprezenta din il-
metaforfosi umana. Ma ghandix dubju
li dwar dan il-monument ser nsimghu
dwaru fil-futur qarib.

Fl-ahhar u mhux l-inqas, Chris
Ebejer qalli li l-aktar li jhossu komdu
jahdem huwa fl-ambjent ¢ivili u privat,
izda mhux f'dak ekkleszjastiku.
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-Hares ta’ Filfla

u I-Konti ta’ Monte-Cristo

David Edward Zammit

_in l-istorja dehret fil-harga ta’
}; | Ottubru 1842 u kitibha Richard
L4 Jones. Dak li jolgtok fdin
l-istorja hija x-xebh li hemm mal-istorja
famuza ta’ Alexandre Dumas: Le Comte
de Monte-Cristo. Fi kliem iehor, dan
ir-rakkont ta’ Jones jaghtina l-istorja ta
Cristo gabel ma sar Konti.

II-Bentley’s Miscellany kienet rivista
importanti hafna. Bdiha I-pubblikatur
maghruf Bentley fl-1836. Fost il-kittieba
kbar li stieden biex jiktbu fiha nsibu lil
Charles Dickens. Il ktieb ta® Dickens

Oliver Twist beda bhala sensiela fdin
ir-rivista. Dickens kien editur ta’ din
ir-rivista u dam editur taghha sal-1839,
meta mbaghad telaq minhabba nuqqas
ta’ gbil ma’ Bentley. Bhala rivista baqghet
tohrog sal-1868.

Mill-mod kif kiteb Richard Jones juri
¢ar li hu kien gie Malta. Bhala karattri,
jista jkun li mhux minnhom, biss il-
postijiet li jsemmi verament jezistu.
Isemmi l-purcissjoni ta’ San Girgor. Jghid
li kienet tibda minn Casale Paola, li hu
kollu minnu. Jghid li kienet tkompli saz-
Zejtun. Hu minnu wkoll. Jaghti numru
ta’ dettalji dwar din il-purcissjonili juru li
dan Jones mhux biss raha personalment,
izda tkixxef dwarha. Id-dettalji li jaghti
dwar Wied iz-Zurrieq u Filfla huma
minnhom. Kien post tas sajd. Jekk kien

hemm xi delitt marbut ma’ Filfla, ta’ min
li wiehed jistharrgu aktar.

Din l-istorja kurjuza ntesiet tul is-
snin u llum il-gurnata ma hija maghrufa
xejn. Meta skoprejtha fI-2015, bqajt
bil-fatt li fiha hafna
elementi Maltin u hemm hafna x’jindika

impressjonat

li hija storja li hija vera u li sehhet
["Malta. Hija tirrifletti I-kuntest socjo-
kulturali Malti tal-bidu tas-seklu dsatax;
filwaqt li titfa® dawl gdid dwar kif nithmu
l-istorja ta’ Malta.

Personalment minn din l-istorja sirt
naf li kienu ghadhom imorru jaghmlu
l-kacca tal-fniek fuq Filfla fil-bidu tas-
seklu dsatax! Fuq livell aktar profond,
din l-istorja turina l-immagni ta’ so¢jeta
egalitarja fejn pika mohbija taf tinbet
facilment u twassal ghall-konsegwenzi




rovinuzi. Min jaf jekk dan jirriflettix il-
kuntest socjali Malti ta’ dak iz-zmien?
Skont xi Kkittieba, il-Kavallieri kienu
qaghdu attenti biex l-ekonomija Maltija
tkun strutturata biex ma thallix li jinbtu
intraprendituri miljunarji 1i setghu
jisfidaw il-poter taghhom. Li hu zgur
hu li d-dwelli, li kienu jsehhu gewwa
Strada Stretta 1-Belt, ma kinux ipprojbiti
skont il-ligi Maltija tal-bidu tas-seklu
dsatax, meta f’pajjizi ohra kienu ilhom
li spiccaw.

Biss hemm aspett iehor li jaghmel
din l-istorja wahda importanti anke fuq
livell dinji u ta’ importanza ghal dik li
hija l-istorja tal-letteratura, mhux biss
dik Maltija, izda fuq kollox, dik Franciza.

Fdan ir-rakkont hemm certi aspetti
tal-Konti
ta. Monte-Cristo, kif miktuba minn

li jixbhu hafna I-istorja

Alexandre Dumas u ppubblikata l-ewwel
darba fI-1844, jigifieri sentejn wara li
harget din I-istorja dwar Malta. Jinghad li

meta gie biex jikteb din l-istorja, Dumas
kien ikkollabora ma Auguste Maquet
li kien awtur maghruf fi Zmienu ghall-
istejjer tas-sharijiet. Din l-istorja ta’ Jones
hija verament storja tas-sharijiet — dwar
il-hares ta’ Filfla. Il-hares ta’ Filfla kien
ir-rizultat ta’ pika mohbija li tinbet bejn
zewgt irgiel fuq mara, li kien jisimhom
Andrea Casha u Domenico Balzan.
Dawn it-tnejn ifakkruk fiz-zewgt irgiel 1i
fir-rumanz ta Dumas xtaqu lil Mercédeés,
u wiehed kien jghir ghall-iehor. L-ghira
hija l-element inkomuni bejn dawn iz-
zewg rakkonti. Dumas jitkellem dwar iz-
zwieg t&® Edmond Dantés ma’ Mercédés
u kif fl-ewwel jum tat-tieg tieghu 1-ikbar
habib ta Edmond, Pharaon, jaghmel
akkuza falza fuqu u dan jispicca fil-habs
ta’ Chéateau d’If, li kien jinsab fuq gzira
fortizza barra minn Marseilles. Il-gzira
ta’ Filfla tista’ titqies bhala protagonista
tal-istorja Maltija bmod li jixbah ir-rwol
tax-Chateau d'If fil-ktieb ta’ Dumas. Fl-

KULTURA

istorja ta’ Dumas, il-prigunieri mejtin
kienu jorbtuhom fi xkejjer u jixhtuhom
minn fuq l-irdum ta’ din il-gzira ghal
gol-bahar. Hemm xebh iktar gawwi mal-
mod kif il-Gran Mastru LIsle Adam kien
heles minn numru ta’ Kavallieri ribelli
billi kien ordna li ghandhom jintrabtu
hajjin fi xkejjer u jintefghu 1-bahar. Fuq
kollox, din l-istorja dwar il-hares ta
Filfla giet irrakkontata minn sajjied li
kien jismu Cristo! Kwazi, kwazi meta
wiehed jaqra dan ir-rakkont jahseb li
dan Cristo kien is-sid ta’ Filfla jew ahjar
il-konti taghha!

ta’ din l-istorja, Andrea Casha jispicca

Anke l-protagonist

jinqatel minn siehbu Dominico Balzan
billi jitfghu haj minn fuq l-irdum ta
Filfla ghal isfel.

Biex wiehed jifhem ahjar li qed
nghid, qed nirriproduci din l-istorja
kif kitibha Jones, jigifieri bl-Ingliz. Issa
nhalli f’idejk qarrej biex tasal ghall-

konkluzjonijiet tieghek.
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Richard Johns, "A Maltese Ghost Story" (1842).

'That is a singular looking rock,' said I to myself, and, as I thought, by myself, while gazing from
the southern coast of Malta towards the little islet of Filfla, which, about four miles distant,
uninhabited and seldom visited, rises from the blue waves a solitary, rugged mass of cliff and ta-
kle-land, rather less than half a mile in ecircumference.

'And that is a true saying, signor,' responded a voice behind me in English, but with a strong Mal-
tese accent. '

I turned my head on the instant, and saw that I had keen followed to the cliff where I had just
seated myself, by an aged man,-a meagre, ragged Maltese fisherman.

‘You speak English well,' said I; 'you have been in England?'

'I served in a man-of-war for four years, and in an English merchantman just as long; but it was
years ago. I could speak better once. English is sooner learnt than Maltese.'

I fancied the old man smiled, for I had addressed him, perversely enough, in one of my kest at-
tempts at his own language, and, to turn the subject, I suddenly asked him whether I could procure a
koat in the neighbourhood.

'Not nearer than Marsa Scirocco,' he answered, pointing towards that kay, 'and there my son has
one,’'

'Could he take me to Filfla? I demanded; and not a little astonished was I at the effect my question
had upon the old man.

Looking towards the islet rather than at me, a tremor seemed to seize his whole frame, and rapidly
crossing himself, he exclaimed,

'There are other fishermen at Marsa Scirocco. Holy mother of Heaven! ask not old Cristo, or son of
his, to go to Pilflal'

'‘And why not, Cristo?' I inquired, my curiosity naturally excited.

'It is a long story,’ rejoined the fisherman; 'But if the signor is going back to Valetta, and will
give a few grains to a poor old man, who can show him the nearest way, I might tell it as we walked.'

This was truly characteristic of Malta; a fair half of the population are beggars. I of course
promised the reguired gratuity, and in return heard a genuine Maltese ghost-story. I shall often
depart from the words of the fisherman; but the reader must take the narrative as I can bkest tell it,
after the lapse of several months since it was told to me.

'Andrea Casha and Domenico Balzan,' leisurely commenced old Cristo, 'were neighhbours' sons, residing
at the entrance of the same casal, loving not the less for living near; though you know neighbours
sometimes cease to ke neighbourly. Their fathers' cotton, corn, and clover-fields; their gardens, well
stocked with orange and fig-trees, and vines, were close to each other: the terrace-wall that sup-
ported the soil of the one proprietor, in continuation often did the like office for the other. Both
the old men were thought equally wealthy for their walk in life, until the elder Balzan dying, it
appeared that his properly was mortgaged even above its value to his neighbour., He had speculated
and met great losses in a mercantile house at Valetta, with which a Maltese farmer should have had
nothing to do, and this caused his ruin. "When Domenico Balzan had settled his father's affairs, he
was obkliged to accept the old Casha's offer of a home and employment on the properly which he had
looked upon as his inheritance, but which now belonged to another. This degradation he at first
felt severely, for he was of a proud and restless spirit. He even quarrelled with Andrea, who tried
in vain to console him, and he would ultimately have emigrated to Sicily, had not the elder Casha
died, and Domenico's too partial friend had it in his power to heap favours upon his old playfellow,
which not only reconciled their differences, but rendered it likely that they would continue com-
panions for life, Balzan was made by Andrea Casha the complete manager of his property, and he even
went so far as to execute a will, by which, should he die without issue, Balzan's paternal estate
would ke restored to him. The young proprietor seemed, indeed, anxious to make any sacrifice rather
than lose his friend, who, more than two years his senior, had been to him as a staff from his youth
up, until he imagined that he could not go alone. Balzan knew well how to foster this idea, and to
render himself essential to his patron. Unscrupulous himself, he would have encouraged any vices
in Andrea that might distract his attention from business. Vices Andrea Casha had none, for he was
a well-principled and amiakle young man; but he had a weakress, which answered Balzan's purpose as
fully. He was so devoted to the festas and other pageants of the church, that a great portion of his
time, and no small portion of his income, was lost in his attendance on, and support of, what Protes-
tants would call religious vanities: not a discharge of fireworks graced the eve of a saint's day in
Malta but went off with some of his money.
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'These dissipations had soon an effect which Balzan never contemplated. Andrea, on several occa-
sions after his return from a festa, spoke in most lover-like terms of a certain Signora Margarita
Abela, who it would seem was almost as faithful an attendant upon festas as himself, She was invari-
ably accompanied by her uncle, an elderly padre, with whom Andrea had made an acquaintance, and who
evidently encouraged the attentions of the young farmer.

"Domenico," said Casha one day to his friend, " I insist upon your going with me to the festa of St.
Gregory. I am to carry the standard of our casal; Margarita will ke at Zeitun, and bravely will I
wave it in her honour."

'Now the feast of St. Gregory at the casal or village of Zeitun is the most remarkable of all the
country festas. Then and there the laymen of each of the casals in Malta, who subscrike to the sup-
port and watch over the interest of their principal churches, march in procession to the church
of St. Gregory at Zeitun, from a village called " Casal Nuovo,"” where all these "fratelli" previous-
1y meet. They wear distinctive uniforms, and a standard is korne before each party, the kearing of
which is an honour sold to the highest hidder. The rustic lovers of Malta are anxious to secure this
prize, as it is considered a most winning complement to lustily wave the standard on the approach of
a chosen fair one, and as their staves are very heavy-many of them plated with silver-it is no small
proof of manhood. Balzan seldom went to festas, but he had a particular reason for going to Zeitun
now that he heard Andrea speak of Margarita's intention of keing there on the morrow. He wished to
see the maiden who had won his patron's heart, though with no kindly feeling, as he was jealous of
one who might ke the wife of Casha, and perhaps the mother of children, who would interfere with his
heirship to the lost estate.

'‘Suffering himself to ke persuaded with difficulty, that he might the hetter please his friend
By consenting, he agreed to attend the festa, and, accordingly, at daybreak the two young men joined
the procession to the church of St. Gregory. On their way Andrea pointed out the approach of a very
pretiy brunette, whose dark eyes sparkled at the sight of the standard; up it went to the full length —~
of the exulting lover's arms, and bravely did he wave it. Great was the crowd in the old church of St.
Gregory, and of course there was a godly gathering of the clergy. Priests and people shouted aloud
'‘Misericordia! not the less loudly that they knew not why. The origin of the festa, and the rationale
of its ceremonies, are involved in the obscurity of ages. Mass was sung and said, and the last strain
of the music had died away, and all this was kefore ten o'clock in the morning. Many were the carts,
rude vehicles formed of rough battens on a level with the shafts, which now rattled away with merry
parties of country-people, their hest mattresses spread benecath them. These were industrious folk,
who, having been into the church for edification, and to the stalls outside for sweetmeats, considered
the duties of the festa over, and that they might return to their labours with a clear conscience;
but the greater portion of the assembly were differently disposed.

'Every house in Zeitun appeared crowded with visitors, and the whole country around was covered
By knots of gaily dressed persons; the reason of these little gatherings accounted for By the baskets
in the midst of each party, and one among the many picnics belongs unto our story. Here were Domeni-
co and Andrea, with the pretty Margarita seated between them, on the one side of a very white cloth, .
spread with very eatakle viands, while on the opposite side sat the padre-uncle, supported by two
staid dames,-the one an ancient widow, with whom Margarita had lived since the death of her parents,
and the other no less important a person than the go-between, who, according to the custom of this
country, had keen employed by Andrea to negotiate his marriage with the object of his affections.
Balzan was not a little mortified to find that matters had gone so far; but he wondered not that Mar-
garita was keloved by his friend, for ere he gquitted her presence, a passion, fierce and uncontrol-
labkle, except that he was able to conceal it, had taken possession of his soul. Yes! he hid the secret
in his own dark thoughts, and smiled upon the lovers. What chance of rivalry had a penniless with A
a wealthy man, and what interest could he hope to excite in the breast of Margarita Akela, who that
day had kecome the betrothed of Andrea Casha? Soon after the festa of St. Gregory the young farmer
Began to put his house in order for the reception of his bride, Balzan appearing to share in his pa-
tron's happiness, and fully to enter into all his arrangements; and ere a month had sped, the marriage
day was fixed.

'Margarita would not ke a portionless bride; she was, for Malta, a rich heiress, as she would bring
her huskand a fortune of ten thousand scudi-1834. Altogether the wedding was likely to make a great
sensation n the neighbouring casals, and many were the preparations for the feast in honour of the
occasion, which was to ke spread in the house once kelonging to the Balzans. Here Padre Giovanni, and
Signora Fenech-the widow who was as a mother to the bride-had; with their mutual charge, taken up a
temporary akode.

"The day after to-morrow, and you will ke mine, Margarita!" sighed forth the ardent Casha as he A
took an early leave of his mistress on the eve of that envious intervening morrow, a day which was to )
ke spent by the bride elect and Signora Penech at Valetta in making the last wedding purchases.

drea that evening on his return home felt himself much depressed in spirits-he knew not why. Balzan

?™,

'‘In spite of his having thus comforted himself with the proud expectation of coming happiness, An-
rallied him upon his unaccountable gloom.
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"What makes you look so melancholy?" he asked his friend; "surely you ought to ke the happiest man
in Malta. Then, what a wedding yours will be! T have just heen looking over the kill of fare for the
feast: the servants say they have, or expect to have, everything that can ke desired. No, by the by,"-
here he paused a moment,- "they have been asking me to procure them some rabbits.-do you remembher
when we were hoys, the night we spent at Filfla, and the number we shot 1 I met two fishermen laden
with shell-fish going to the other house just now, and 1 have half engaged them to let me try my
fortune to-night. The moon will ke up in less than an hour."

"I do not know that I can better spend the night than by going with you," answered Andrea.

""Agreed, then; so let it Be," rejoined Balzan.

.. 'Guns were always at hand, for they were hoth sportsmen; and, after seeking the fishermen, they

repaired to the shore, and embarked for Filfla, which is hardly four miles from that part of the

coast. The fishermen, after landing the two friends, stood off about a mile from the island, for the {
purpose of fishing, having received directions to return for the sportsmen at the going down of the

moon. When they did return they could not find their employers, and one of the men, consequently, -
proceeded to the top of the island in search of them. They were still missing. Hoping that he had by

some chance passed them on his way up, the man returned to the shore. His comrade had seen nothing |

of them; and, after waiting an hour longer, it was agreed hetween the two fishermen that the hest '

way of finding their passengers would ke to coast the island all round as near the shore as possi-

kle. They had but half fulfilled their task, when, having arrived off the most precipitous part of riig
the cliffs, they imagined that in the shadow of an overhanging crag they saw one, if not two, of the ;
parties they sought; and now, for the first time, it occurred to them that some accident must have

happened, as, whatever it might ke of the human form which they descried on the shore, it was still

as death.

'Pulling for the nearest point at which they could land, the fishermen soon reached the spot,
where the first glance they took the luckless fate of hoth their passengers appeared revealed to &
them. The bodies of the young men were cast one on the other, and the Blood and krains staining the ’J

Tock on which this wreck of humanity lay motionless, told too plainly that it was caused by a fall

from the precipice above. Motionless, did I say ?-no 1 The fishermen, as they approached the bodies,

saw an arm raised, a hand drawn, as though painfully, across the brow of him whose face was par-

tially upturned to the sky. They lifted him away from his companion, on whom his head, had re-
posed,-they threw water on his face;-they perceived that their cares were attended with success: he |
heaved a deep sigh, and opened his eyes. " Where am I?" he exclaimed-" Ah!"

'He looked at the terrible sight hefore him, and, falling bkack in the arms of the fishermen,
appeared to relapse into insensikility. It was Balzan-and Andrea Casha, he who would have heen a
bridegroom on the morrow, was now but a bleeding, shattered corpse! After a while, Balzan, who was
perfectly unhurt, relieved by shedding a torrent of tears, secemed to recover his presence of mind. He
assisted the fishermen in removing the kody of his friend to the boat, and, answering their ques-
tions freely, told them all that was ever known of the catastrophe he yet wept over as he spoke. It
would seem that the sportsmen had met with indifferent luck, at which Andrea was very much pro-
voked. Just as the moon was sinking they had, while lying perdu kehind two piles of stones, at a 1lit-
tle distance from each other, communicated their mutual inclination to ke off after the next shot.

"AR" said Balzan, "that next shot! A large rabkbit burst from a burrow kefore my unhappy friend. he
fired, and only wounded it, I erought my gun to my shoulder; fortunately for what remains to me of
happiness, I did not fire. Signor Casha had dashed after the wounded creature, and must have re-
ceived my full charge. The result was, however, equally fatal. The rabbit tumbled over and over, and =
then hounded on. Casha pursued. At the very verge of the cliff he aimed a blow as it darted into a F
burrow with the butt-end of his piece, and missing his aim, I saw him topple-disappear over the prec- i
ipice! My feelings I need not describe. How I got kelow I know not. It might have been the usual path,
and so round to the place where he fell, or most likely I rushed down a guicker, a desperate way that
I heeded not-I found him!-Nothing more do I know until you discovered us hoth."

'Such was the story which Balzan told to the fishermen, and, with little variation, to the Padre
Giovanni, immediately he reached the shore. Such was the story that met the ear of Margarita, who
for a while was inconsolable.

'Andrea Casha had no near relations: those who inherited the greater part of his property were
very poor people, distantly allied to him. No one doubted that Casha had come fairly by his death; no
. one grudged that Balzan should take possession of his father's property, which he of course did, by
[ the will of his deceased patron. Nothing could ke more edifying than, the grief of Balzan for the
[N loss of his friend; and, as though from sheer affection for the memory of the departed, he was a fre-
| quent visitor to the house of Signora Penech, showed the most respectful attentions to poor Margari-
“r ta, and made Padre Giovanni some very acceptable presents. The result may ke anticipated-Margarita
8 became the wife of Balzan; and now never did man appear to change so completely in character. From
keing steady, and attentive to his property, he left it entirely to the care of his lakourers. Like
‘ Andrea Casha in former days, he might ke found at every festa, at every merry-making, religious or
| otherwise. Margarita generally accompanied him, and report said that they were a happy couple.
s
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‘T must now tell you, Signor, what I did not mention kefore,- (here let me endeavour to take up the
words of the old fisherman,) -I was one of the men in the boat that landed the two friends at Filfla.
' I just this moment remarked that no one bkelieved hut what Andrea Casha came to his death fairly. I
should have said no one but myself. Still who was I?-a poor old fisherman!-so, after sounding my com-
rade, and finding that he, too, thought all was right, I wisely held ray tongue.

'T had lost sight of Signor Balzan for a long time, and I had given up fishing pretty much; for I
had keen hired to assist in a koat that carried fish to Valetta from Marsa Scirocco, and such ware
as might ke wanted, back. Sometimes, too, we took a party of pleasure to Scirocco from Valetta, and
| this was my employment on the last day I saw Signor Balzan. I always thought that when we had met,
which was seldom, he secemed to shun me; and this day another gentleman, who was with his wife and 3
himself, having hired me, he objected to the hoat, and, indeed, did all he could to ke off the kargain I
| heard him say that he had keen quite tricked into going part of the way home by water; and I believe

consent. Now the next thing was to find my comrade who worked with me in the boat. The gentleman

got impatient at his not coming. Signor Balzan swore horribly that, if he must go by water, he would
show them that not only was he fearless of a hoat, but that he could manage one, and telling me in a
passion - just as if I had done him any harm - to get ready for shoving off-he handed his wife in, and

<l‘ it was only his wife's remarking in jest that she thought he was afraid of the sea, which made him

! with the other gentleman away we went. I took the rudder, without seeming to notice the Signor's rage;

and you may ke sure I did not claim his acquaintance, but kehaved to him like a stranger.

'Tt was a very fine evening when we started, The pretiy, gaily dressed Signora Balzan laughed and
talked, and the gentlemen trimmed the sails, and talked to her,-Signor Balzan appearing to have
recovered his temper. I have seen many a gregale (north east wind), but the one that was then coming
the Holy Mother of Heaven must have sent on purpose. The breeze freshened and freshened again, till
we were well off" Marsa Scirocco point; for we had not hugged the coast: still nothing was thought of
it. But then- hlessed St. Paolo !-there came such a blast! The sails were old- the mainsail split into
ribkbons; for Signor Balzan, who should have let go the sheet, was standing up in the boat as though
he had changed into stone:-his eyes were fixed on Filfla Island. The other gentleman was useless; he
knew nothing at all about a koat. The poor Signora screamed, and well she might; for, leaving Marsa
Scirocco on our starboard quarter, we were running kefore the wind in a gregale with more easting
in it than common, for Filfla. Night came on-the moon had risen, but was obscured-I only saw one star,
and this looked redly out from the dark sky above the island towards which we were hurrying; for the
hoat was now gquite unmanageable, Perhaps I did not do my kest to manage her: I, too, had my eyes fixed
on Filfla; I felt impressed that we must near the isle, I knew not why. If T had a thought keyond, at
that moment, it was that by making a long stretch we might afterwards fetch in under the land, and
possibly reach a small kay on the western coast; or, when the gregale had expended its fury, we might
keat back to Marsa Scirocco.

'Poor Signora Balzan, seeing her husbhand stand appalled, his eyes glaring towards the fearful isle,
the sight of which she turned from shudderingly, clung to him, and hid her face in his hosom; but he
heeded her not. Just then-oh! night of horror !-we were nearing the very cliff beneath which I had
found the dead-ay! the murdered man. It seemed to me that I was obliged to run close to it, and that I
had no power over the helm. Then came a lull, as though the blast had done its worst. I heard a cry-a
yell from Balzan:-he had thrown his wife to the deck-his arms were extended-he pointed to the crags
above. I looked-I could not have been mistaken-there was a human form leaning over the precipice -it
fell! The gentleman who was with us called out, "It is a fall of the cliff." A fall of the cliff cer-
tainly followed on the instant- down it came with a sullen noise like distant thunder.'

'Mercy! mercy! exclaimed Balzan,-' I come! I come!

'The waters had hardly closed over the fall of rock when the murderer dashed headlong from the
hoat, and sank amid the waves. That night we succeeded in heading kack to Marsa Scirocco. The Si-
gnora Balzan never spoke from the moment she beheld her hushand's awful suicide; every sense seemed
paralyzed. The gentleman, who had done little as yet but cross himself, was now of some service when
he got on shore. He had a friend near at hand who owned a calesse, and in this the poor Signora was
conveyed to her solitary home, She is now, I believe, in a Sicilian convent.

‘Can you wonder, Signor,' concluded the old fisherman, 'that I like not to visit Filfla? Did I know
that a koat-load of fish might be had for the fetching from keneath those unlucky cliffs, I would not
go there, though I am very poor; and whatever the Signor gives me will ke a charity to one who often
wants bread.'

So ended, as it commenced, in an appeal to my compassion, the Maltese Ghost-Story.
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Il-Kultura Gharbija fMalta ma™
FransiX..Cassar
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3 J s-sistema ta’ kif jinkitbu n-numri fi

:

| Zmienna fil-Punent u f’hafna mill-
ﬂ bqgija tad-dinja kienet zviluppata
probabbilment gewwa fl-Indja, izda kien
bis-sahha tal-Gharab li din ghaddiet ghal
ghandna.

Meta I-Izlam beda jikber u jinfirex ha
minn kulturi qodma ta® dawk il-gnus li
sfaw taht il-hakma taghhom u komplew
jizviluppaw dak li sabu gdid. Wiehed mic-
¢entril-kbar tal-gherfkien Bagdad, fl-Iraq,
fejn ghorrief Gharab, Griegi, Persjani,
u Lhud, laqqghu l-wirt kulturali li kien
ingema’ tul sekli shah minn nieshom.

Fis-sena 771 deher gharef Indjan li
gab mieghu studju dwar l-astronomija li
fih intuzat is-sistema Indjana tan-numri.
Sa dakinhar 1-Egizzjani, il-Griegi u
kulturi ohra kienu ghadhom bis-sistemi
l-qodma taghhom filwaqt li fil-Punent
ukoll kienu ghadhom jibbazaw fuq is-

sistema tar-Rumani (ara t-tabella aktar

1 isfel). Din kienet wahda kkomplikata
ghall-ahhar li tiehu mohh kull min kellu
xjagsam ma’ xi tip ta kalkolu fil-hajja
ta’ kuljum. Kien ghalhekk li s-sistema
l-¢gdida li introducew 1-Gharab mill-
Indja malajr sabet ruhha mifruxa mal-
inhawi kollha li kienu jaghmlu parti mill-
Imperu I-Gharbi.

Is-sistema Indjana kellha vantagg
kbir fuq dik Rumana billi kellha biss sinjal
wiehed ghal numru wiehed. Biex niehdu
ezempju, ghan-numru tlieta, jinkiteb 3’
flok II, u ghan-numru disgha, ‘9" flok
IX. Bdin is-sistema in-numri setghu
jigu murija bmod ehfef u baktar carezza
bhal meta ghal mija u disgha u sebghin
jehtiegu tliet numri digtitali biss: ‘179’
flok ‘CLXXIX u erbgha ghal 1946” flok
‘MCMXLVT.

Minkejja s-semplicitd taghha, is-
sistema kellha n-nuqqasijiet taghha
wkoll. Numri bhal ‘seba’ mija u tliete’
li bis-sistema r-Rumana seta jinkiteb
‘DCCIIT, ma setax jinkiteb sempliciment
7 u ‘3. Kien ghad jonqos ‘iz-zero’ li
jaghmel il-valur tan-numru ‘sebgha; 70’
Kull ‘zero’ iehor wara n-numri, mill-
wiehed sad-disgha, kien ikattar il-valur

tan-numru bghaxra; e.g. 700; 7000; etc..
Dan kien zvilupp importanti li I-Gharab
introducew mas-sistema Indjana biex
b’hekk saret wahda aktar kompluta.
In-numri I-Indjani kif baqghu juzawhom
hafna mill-Gharab.
YYYéorvVYAd.,
In-numri I-Gharbin kif uzati fil-Punent.
0987654321

Is-sistema 1-gdida haffet bil-kbir
princ¢ipji tal-matematika. Biha setghu
jsiru kalkoli u kontijiet bmod facli tassew.
Ma kienx ta’ bxejn li tul is-seklu ghaxra
bdiet diehla fl-Ewropa minn Spanja
u baqghet tinfirex mal-Punent kollu
kemm hu. Il-kitba tan-numri baqghet
tizviluppa, biss fil-waqt li fil-Punent in-
numri hadu x-xehta I-Gharbija li ghadna
nhaddmu sal-lum 1-Gharab Zzammu
l-forma l-Indjana li tidher taht.

Ta min wiehed isemmi wkoll 1
ahna |-Maltin, barra l-kitba tan-numri,
zammejna wkoll is-sistema I-Gharbija,
mil-lemin ghax-xellug, meta jinqraw in-
numri mill-mija 'l isfel. Hekk numru bhal
75" naqrawh ‘hamsa u sebghin, l-ewwel
il-wahdiet u wara ]-ghaxriet. Dan huwa
fdal iehor tal-Gharbi i ghadu maghna.
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llhna Mitlufa

fit-Teatru Astra, Ghawdex

| B il-produzzjoni li tnediet

| |is-sena l-ohra hija parti mir-
i V4 repertorju turistiku ta’ Teatru
Malta ghall-2019. Ilhna Mitlufa se
tintwera ghal serata wahda biss. Se
tiehu lill-udjenzi fuq vjagg nostalgiku
u melodiku lura fiz-zmien. Andrew
Alamango, il-mohh wara din il-magna
taz-zmien, jispjega dwar dak li ghandek
tistenna 1li tara fuq il-palk din ir-
Rebbiegha.

Ilhna Mitlufa hija produzzjoni
teatrali fil-generu msejjah “music-
theatre” ibbazata fuq snin ta ricerka
personali  fit-tradizzjoni  tal-ghana.
Mibnija fuq il-muzika u l-poezija li sibt
tul is-snin, kif ukoll il-konverzazzjonijiet
li kelli ma® membri tat-tradizzjoni tal-
prezent u tal-passat. Hija gabra ta’
rakkonti ta’ wirt ta’ din l-art li thalliet
minn dawk li gew qabilna. Hija wkoll
l-istorja tal-wirt ta’ tradizzjoni orali,
tradizzjoni ta’ poezija u l-kelma fil-
forma ta’ vers tat-tmienja li ghaddiet

minn generazzjoni ghal ohra u li waslet

ghandna llum bhala
ewlenija tal-Maltin. Il-kelma mitkellma,
miktuba, iddokumentata u rrekordjata

l-espressjoni

fuq zigarelli tal-awdjo, diski, casettes
u videos. Hija storja dwar il-bzonn
li nuzaw lehinna biex nghidu dak li
ghandu bzonn jinghad, hekk kif qabel
kien jintuza ghal kull bzonn fil-hajja ta’
kuljum. Ilhna Mitlufa hija storja fuq it-
tfittxija tal-lehen li kellna meta kellna

wkoll il-bzonn li nghannu flimkien.

Jien ilni fdan il-qasam ta’ ricerka
fl-ghana dawn l-ahhar 18-il sena. Dak
iz-zmien, mal-grupp Etnika kont bdejt
infittex l-ahhar nies li kienu jafu jibnu
u jdoqqu strumenti Maltin. L-interess
fil-muzika tradizzjonali ta’ Malta fil-fatt
bdiet bi tfittxija ta’ dokumentazzjoni
u registrazzjonijiet antiki tal-ghana
u l-muzika popolari Maltija. Minn
dak iz-zmien ’1 hawn hdimt ma
ricerkaturi, studjuzi, muzicisti, poeti u
ghannejja bhalma kien il-mahbub Frans
Baldacchino 1-Budaj, Mikiel Cumbo

1-Izgej u ohrajn.

Fl-ahhar mill-ahhar, qed nipprova
niggenera apprezzament tal-kultura u

KULTURA

SIMON BARTOLO

t-tradizzjoni taghna stess ghar-ragunijiet
taghna stess. Rikonoxximent tal-ghannej,
passat u prezent, u ghar-rwol tieghu fis-
so¢jeta. U bit-tama li n-nies ma jarmux
it-tradizzjonijiet taghhom stess, izda
jinvestigaw drawwiethom biex ikunu
jafuhom u jtejpbuhom. Ghar-raguni li
niftakru minn fejn gejna, riflessjoni tal-
wirt tangibbli jew intangibbli taghna u
1-htiega li nuzaw il-vuci taghna fil-kant.

Nahseb li l-essenza tal-messagg
hija trazmessa permezz tal-esibizzjoni,
permezz tad-drammaturgija u

permezz  tal-vucijiet, l-istampi u
r-registrazzjonijiet. Nemmen 1li 1-bic¢a
l-kbira tan-nies jirrelataw mal-istorja
bxi mod jew iehor, kemm jekk trabbew
fdin il-kultura kif ukoll jekk le. L-istorja
hija universali izda tinghad fil-format
tradizzjonali tal-kanzunetta u l-poezija,
ghalhekk ghandha appell ghal hafna fuq
xi livell jew iehor. L-idea hija wkoll i tigi
pprezentata xi haga li hija muzikalment
valida u ta’ kwalita tajba ghalkemm mhux
necessarjament fil-forma ta’ kuncert.

Ghal biljetti tal-5 euro u aktar taghrif
dwar Tlhna Mitlufa zur teatrumalta.org.
mt jew ¢empel 21220255. Dan il-progett
huwa  appoggjat  mill-Fondazzjoni
Magna Zmien.
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TAN-NIGRET IZ-ZURRIEQ

SIMON MERCIECA

Iggib Malta tahtek

Wiehed mill-isbah postijiet li ghandna
f’pajjizna, izda li ftit li xejn hu maghruf jinsab fiz-
Zurrieq, ezattament fin-Nigret. Dan il-post huwa
maghruf bhala Fuq il-Gibjun fiz-Zurrieq. Kif jixhed
l-isem, dan il-post hu maghruf bhala II-Gibjun
ghax fih jinsab gibjun tal-ilma li kien sar fi Zmien il-
perjodu Ingliz. In-Nigret kien xaghri u kien sar biex
iforni l-ilma lir-rahal taz-Zurrieq. Dan il-post hu
fil-gholi. Huwa wiehed mill-aktar postijiet gholjin
li ghandna f’pajjizna. Minn hawn fuq, wiehed
ghandu veduti sbieh ta' Malta. Minn hawn iggib
aktar minn nofs Malta tahtek. Ghandek il-Qrendi
u l-Imqabba, is-Siggiewi, Haz-Zebbug, Hal Qormi,
I-Imdina u sal-Mosta u Had-Dingli. Fuq in-naha
l-ohra tghajnejk tara Hal Ghaxaq sal-Port. Jekk
wiehed idawwar rasu n-naha l-ohra, I-ghajn tmur
sa Filfa u x-xefaq tal-bahar li jinfetah quddiemek.

Fis-sajf, fi zmien il-festi tal-irhula, dan il-post
ikun mizjud bin-nies, specjalment filghaxija biex
igawdu l-ispettaklu tan-nar u wagqt li jiehdu gost
biz-ziffa friska. In-nar jigi tahtek. Fuq din il-quccata
hemm gnien kbir b’bandli sbieh fih. Din il-fetha
kbira hija verament ‘family friendly, fejn it-tfal u
mhux biss ghandhom fejn jimirhu u jimxu.

Fil-bidu ta’ dan il-gnien hemm bini li jservi ta’
klabb tal-bocci. Bhal kull klabb tal-bocci iehor, dan
il-bini hu maghmul prin¢ipalment minn bar. Bar
semplici. B'imwejjed semplici. Fil-maggoranza tal-
patruni huma rgiel. Biss il-Hadd filghodu tara anke
xi prezenza femminili. Wiehed mghandux ihossu
intimidat biex jidhol gewwa. Il-barman Gejtu
Falzon dejjem jilqghek bit-tbissima partikolari
tieghu.




Ghaliex jismu I-Guy?

Isem dan il-Bocci Club hu sinifikattiv.
T-Guy’ huwa l-lagam tal-Kummissarju
Ewropew Malti, Karmenu Vella. Dan
il-Klabb issemma ghalih. Mal-hitan
tal-klabb tara numru ta’ ritratti tieghu
jqassam xi tazza lill-plejers tal-bocci jew
jiftah xi lapida kommemorattiva. Dan
il-klabb kien inbena meta Karmenu
Vella kien Ministru tax-Xoghlijiet matul
l-amministrazzjoni Laburista ta bejn
1-1981 1 1987.

Mhux facli tasal sa dan il-Klabb. It-triq
trid tkun tafha. Hemm aktar minn triq
wahda kif tasal ghalih. Wahda minnhom
hija billi wiehed jghaddi minn nofs in-
Nigret. Triq ohra hija dik li ddur madwar
ir-rahal tan-Nigret, jigifieri tigi ghalih
mit-triq li twasslet lejn Wied iz-Zurrieq.
Fuq kollox, meta persuna tasal hawn fuq
tista® tiehu l-opportunitd biex taghmel
mixja sabiha, qalb l-ghelieqi u x-xaghri
tal-madwar.

Biss jekk wiehed jahseb li hawn
diehel fambjent politiku, jizbalja. Id-
diskussjonijiet il-Fadd filghodu tkun fuq
kollox, mill-futbol ghall-boc¢ci. Biss l-ikbar
diskussjoni hija dejjem dik fuq Malta tal-
imghoddi!

Dan il-klabb huwa wiehed mill-
postijiet li 1-Hadd filghodu ghandu
l-kultura tal-hors doeuvres. Din hija
kelma Franciza li biha kienu u ghadna
nifhmu dak I-ikel li jigi offrut fuq plattini

zghar mal-alkohol, spe¢jalment mal-birra.
Bl-Ingliz nghidulhom “nibbles”. L-hors
doeuvres taghna jixbhu hafna I-kultura
tat-tapas Spanjoli. Il-kwalitd ta’ dawn in-
nibbles tvarja minn hanut ghall-iehor.
Biss imbaghad dak li joffri hanut ikun
princ¢ipalment l-istess minn Hadd ghall-
iehor.

X'tista' tnaqqar?

Fil-kaz ta dan il-klabb l-ikel offrut
jirrepeti ruh minn Hadd ghal iehor
Dejjem l-istess. Dawn jinghataw bxejn
max-xiri u l-konsum tal-alkohol. Kif
wiehed jistenna, dawn ikunu ftit melhin
halli jheggu fil-konsum tal-birra. Din
hija parti minn din il-kultura tal-hors
doeuvres. Biss f'dan il-hanut dawn 1-Hors
doeuvres il-Hadd filghodu jinghataw anke
ghal min imur biex jiehu té jew kafé.

Ir-ritwal tal-ikel fdan il-hanut jimxi
bl-istess. L-ewwel jaghti 1-pastizzi zghar
tal-pizelli jew tal-irkotta. Ghal dawk li
jridu jkomplu jixorbu, wara jigi il-hobz
biz-zejt u t-tonn. B'tonn abbundanti fih.
Waral-hobz biz-zejt u t-tonn jigi 1-bebbux.
Il-bebbux mhux dejjem imsajjar l-istess.
1l-bazi hija dik li jigi msajjar fil-grejvi izda
l-hwawar li jvarjaw dejjem skont il-bebbux
kif ikun. Xi drabi jitfa’ I-qarnit, u drabi
ohra t-tonn u drabi ohra ingredjenti li
ma xtaqx jghidli Xinhuma. Peress li dawn
huma offriti b’xejn, ma stajtx nobbligah
jghidli Xinhuma l-ingredjenti li juza.

|

Wara Il-bebbux tigi l-kirxa u wara
l-bigilla bil-galletti maghha. Wara jservu
l-kirxa. Il-laham taz-ziemel u waral-laham
taz-ziemel jigu l-angels on horseback,
jigifieri bicciet tal-bacon imdawwar maz-
zalzett u bicciet tal-majjal u anke tigieg. It-
tisjir isir minn Gejtu u l-mara tieghu, Rita.

X'lista tiekol aktar?

Ghal dawk 1i jridu jieklu, dan il-
Klabb joffri wkoll servizz tal-ikel bi prezz
verament tajjeb. Ikollu hut, li jkun qabad
xi sajjied mill-qrib jew qarnit jew laham
jew inkella fniek. Jekk wiehed irid il-hut,
ma ghandux jiddejjaq jistagsih jekk hux
frisk jew le. Ibqa’ zgur li mhux se jkun
ittradut. L-ikel imsajjar fdan il-klabb hu
litteralment tad-dar. Xejn specjali biss hu
ikel genwin kif darba konna nieklu ghand
in-nanniet.

Fuq kollox, dan il-bar jiftah anke
matul il-gurnata, jigifieri matul il-hinijiet
ta filghodu u kif innutajt personalment,
lil dawk li jmorru jiehdu xi drink, ma
jiddejjagx Gejtu jgibilhom xi haga xi
inaqqru. Dawn li jixtiequ jmorru jieklu
f’nofsinhar, matul il-gimgha, joffrilhom
dan is-servizz f’atmosfera kwieta.

Il-prezz tal-birra f'dan il-post huwa ta
€1.30 cents. Biss hemm xi birra li tinbiegh
ftit aktar minhabba li hija ikbar. Ix-xorb
alkaholiku wkoll jinbiegh bl-istess tal-
birra biss xorob alkaholiku li jkun ifjen,
jinbiegh €2.
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Joseph Chircop

iehed mil-musicals li ma nixba’

qatt nara huwa “The Phantom

of the Opera’ fil-Her Majesty
Theatre. Illum dan sar facli ghaliex il-
booking wiehed jaghmlu onlajn.

Forsi tghiduli ghaliex jien naghzel
li mmur nara I-‘Phantom of the Opera
meta rajt dan ix-xow aktar minn darba
u hemm tant xows ohra fl-Londra ? Ir-
risposta tieghi gejja mill-fatt 1i ghal hafna
l-ghazla naturali hija dik li jmorru jaraw
“The Lion King. Dan hu l-aktar musical
popolari. Biss bhala musicals, jien dejjem
apprezzajt ix-xoghol ta Andrew Lloyd
Webber u apparti li dan il-musical, The
Phanton of the Opera, issa ilu ghaddej
ghal aktar minn 33 sena.

L-ahhar li mort f’Jannar 2019, kont
mort rajt l-ispettaklu li sar il-Hamis
filghaxija u s-sala kienet mimlija dags
bajda. Skiet taqtghu bsikkina waqa’ fis-sala
hekk kif beda l-ispettaklu. Kien spettaklu
stupend sa mill-ewwel mumenti tieghu.
Kien gisu xi hadd ghajjat attenzjoni u
kollox waqa’ f’postu. Kelly Mathieson
hadmet il-parti ta Christine Daaé u
kienet kompletament tal-blieh. Verament
ghandha lehen sabih. Hija attrici ta
talent. Davis Taxton kien il-Hares jew
il-Phantom u dagsha kien affaxxinanti.
Il-parti ta' Raoul hadimha Jeremy Taylor.
Huwa wkoll kien eccellenti.

Il-kast kollu kien izommok tarah.
L-atturi kienu f’armonija perfetta. Kollox
kien ezatt sa mill-ewwel mument li waqa’
s-separju sal-ahhar meta l-istess separju
inghalaq. It-tizjin tas-sett kompla ghamel
din l-esperjenza aktar affaxxinanti.
Waqt wahda miz-zfin, hassejt bhal li
kieku xtaqt inkun hdejhom nizfen, Iz-
zeffiena ghamluha tidher bhallikieku
kienet azzjoni reali u mhux xi haga tal-
palk. Kif jghid l-Ingliz, kienet ‘worth it.

KULTURA

Ma jiddispjacinix ghal kull centezmu li
hallast.

[1-banda kienet stupenda,
binterpretazzjoni tal-genn taht id-
direzzjoni tas-surmast bravu David
Caddick. L-intonazzjoni tal-banda kienet
perfetta. Andrew Lloyd Webber, Charles
Hart, Richard Stilgoe u Gaston Leroux,
huma kollha artisti ta® ispirazzjoni. Din
l-opra dagshekk kbira ma kinitx tkun
possibbli minghajr dawn in-nies kollha.

Ma nistax ma nghalagx dan ir-
rakkont dwar din l-esperjenza tieghi billi
ma nghidx kelma dwar it-teatru fejn ittella’
dan il-musical. Ma tistax ma taffaxxinax
ruhek bl-akustika tat-teatru, ghaliex huwa
l-unika teatru gewwa [-West End fejn
thalla kollox originali kif kienu t-teatri 30
sena ilu, jigifieri ma tantx zdiedu speakers
u amplifajers. Letteralment tisma’ l-hoss
ta’ Teatru klassiku. Verament teatru sabih,
biss hija hasra li pultruni tieghu mhumiex
ghal kollox komdi apparti li sagajk imissu
mal-pultruni ta’ quddiemek. Jien kont fuq
it-tieni filliera tar-royal circle. Hrigt minn
hemm bugigh fdahri u bqajt bih anki
wara.

Biss xorta wahda li ma jiddispjacini
xejn li mort rajt dan l-ispettaklu.
L-applaws tal-ahhar kien wiehed i wassal
is-sentiment ta’ dawk kollha li kienu fis-

sala. Verament hija esperjenza li jien

nirrakkomanda lil dawk kollha li jmorru
Londra. M’ ghandhomx jitilfuha.
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WAHDA MIT-TRADIZZJONDJIET
LI GHANDNA MARBUTA
MAL-KULTURA TAL-FESTI

TAL-GIMGHA L-KBIRA U L-GHID
IL-KBIR HIJA DIK TAL-QAGHAQ
TAL-APPOSTLI.

eta kont tifel, din kont issibha
biss nhar Hamis ix-Xirka,
jigifieri, lejlet  il-Gimgha

1-Kbira, meta 1-Knisja Kattolika tfakkar
l-ahhar Cena jew l-ikla ta® Gesu mad-
dixxipli tieghu. Il-Kappillan kien u
ghadu jaghti din il-qaghqa lil dawk
l-irgiel li jaghmluha tat-tnax l-appostlu u
jahslilhom saqajhom waqt i¢-¢erimonja
fil-knisja. Spec¢jalment f'dawk il-parrocci
li fihom issir il-puréissjoni tal-Gimgha
1-Kbira kont u ghadek tara hafna mwejjed
ibighu din il-qaghqa. Illum din il-qaghqa
tibda tinbiegh qabel Hamis ix-Xirka izda
bxi mod ghadha marbuta mal-festi tal-
Gimgha 1-Kbira.

Biss meta wiehed ihares lejn il-
qaghqa tal-appostli, wiehed jistagsi
xghandha din il-qaghqa differenti minn
qaghaq iehor li wiehed jixtri matul
is-sena? Qabel id-differenza kienet
tidher. Kienet tkun ftit ehxen minn dik
li normalment konna nixtru matul is-
sena. Kien ikollha hafna gunglien fugha
u anke lewz fil-wic¢. 1llum, hatna drabi
l-unika haga li baqa’ minn din il-qaghqa
tradizzjonali hija biss dawk l-erba
lewziet fil-wic¢ ghax mill-bgjija, din il-
qaghqa hija bhal gaghaq l-iehor li jsir
matul is-sena.

Biss tradizzjonalment din il-qaghqa
ma kinetx tkun bhal dik li ssir matul is-
sena, jigifieri bhal qaghaq l-iehor li nixtru
minghand il-furnar. Kienet qaghqa
differenti fit-toghma taghha. U mhux

kulhadd kellu l-istess ricetta ghalija.
Anke hawn kien hawn il-varjazzjonijiet.
Naf familji li ghadhom jafu jahdmuha
bmod tradizzjonali.

Il-qaghqa tradizzjonali kienet ftit
helwa. Il-hlewwa taghha ma kienx gej
milli wiehed jitfa® z-zokkor, anki jekk
dan seta’ jintuza. Kienet gejja mill-fatt 1i
fiha kien jintuza wkoll id-dqiq maghmul
mil-lewz. In fatti, il-prezenza tal-lewz
fil-wic¢e tal-qaghqa, l-uniku, elementi li
baqa’ ta’ tifkira tal-prezenza tad-dqiq tal-
lewz f'ighagna ta’ din il-pasta li minnha
jsirul-qaghqa.

Forsi hawn wiehed jistaqsi kif jista’
jkun li l-qaghqga jkollha element helu.
Wiehed irid jiftakar, li sas-seklu tmintax,
fl-ikel ~ kien
permess f’ikel ta’ Zmien ir-randan. Iz-

il-prezenza  taz-zokkor

66 )—jmion dawn it-buadygjonsict jinliff
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lI-Qaghqa tal-Apposth

IMON MERCIECA

mill-prezenza tad-dqiq tal-lewz. Biss
normalment fir-ricetti Sqallin, fejn il-
lewz hu abbundanti, meta jintuza bhala
dqiq, dan ikun akkumpanjat mill-bajd.
Kien id-dhul tal-bajd fdin ir-ricetta li
wassal biex dan l-ingredjent jitwarrab u
bhekk din it-tip ta’ qaghqa ma baqghetx
partikolari izda saret bhal qaghaq l-iehor
ta’ matul is-sena.

Il-lewz hu frotta hafna abbundanti
fi Sqallija u kellna anke s-sigra tal-lewz
anke f’Malta. Biss ma nahsibx li din il-
qaghqa originat minn Sqallija. Bhala
tradizzjoni, din il-qaghqa nsibuha fost
l-insara tas-Sirja u jaghmluha bhala parti
mill-festi tal-Ghid. Din it-tradizzjoni
tidher li dahhlet f’Malta minn dawn
I-insara hafna sekli ilu.

Dak li hu zgur, li t-tradizzjoni fis-

Gl b fja inpertents g by

uipptiseivea i-mod ki issin din it-bradlygjoni. 9 @)

zokkor ma jiksirx is-sawm. Iz-zokkor
kien mitgies bhala element vegetali,
jigitieri haxix, u dak li jikser is-sawm
kienu elementi marbuta mal-annimali,
bhal laham u x-xaham u wkoll elementi
li gejjin minn annimali bhal m’huma
l-bajd jew il-halib. Dawn ma setghux
ikunu ikkunsmati matul iz-zmien ir-
randan.

Dan l-element hu importanti ghax
jurili din il-qaghqa ma kienx qed ikollha
fiha element ta® bajd. Mela mnejn kien
ge) dan l-element helu. Dan kien gej

Sirja hija li jaghmlu din il-qaghqa forma
ta® malju bi tlieta, biex ifissru t-Trinita,
jigihieri Alla 1-Missier, 1-1ben u 1-Ispirtu
s-Santu. Meta l-malju jinghagad mal-
hobz ul-hobza jew qaghqa tinhema, dan
isir bi¢ca wahda. Tidher li din il-qaghqa
tal-appostli kienet issir bdan il-mod,
izda maz-zmien din it-tradizzjoni intilfet
u bdiet issir bhala ¢irku wiehed.
Maz-zmien dawn it-tradizzjonijiet
jintilfu.  Ghalhekk
importanti ghax tghinna nippriservaw

l-istorja  hija

il-mod kif issir din it-tradizzjoni.
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Noholqu l-iskejjel li

wliedna ghandhom

ANTOINETTE SCHEMBRI UNIVERSITA TA WARWICK

ibtu interessanti hafna u bhekk

xtaqt nagsam il-kontenut ta’ dan

il-ktieb maghkom. II-kontenut
tieghu hu ta ispirazzjoni kemm ghal
min ghandu pozizzjoni ta’ tmexxija
gewwa l-iskejjel kif ukoll ghall-ghalliema
infushom. Barra minn hekk, dan il-ktieb
hu ta’ interess ghall-genituri ghax fuq
kollox, l-iskejjel qeghdin hemm biex
jaghtu servizz lil uliedhom. L-iskejjel, kif
jghid tajjeb l-awtur ta’ dan il-ktieb, Dylan
Wiliam, gew mahluqa mill-adulti ghall-
bzonnijiet tat-tfal taghna.
edukatur
maghrufhafna fil-qasam tal-edukazzjoni

Dylan Wiliam huwa

mad-dinja kollha. Jekk wiehed jaghmel
ftit ricerka dwaru jsib, i Wiliam hu
professor Ingliz li jghix l-Amerika,
ezattament fi Florida. Illum huwa
professur emeritu ta’ University College
London. Hu jahdem hafna fuq l-assessjar
fil-qasam edukattiv. Il-modelli tieghu
ta’ assessjar kontinwu qeghdin ikunu
introdotti fl-iskejjel taghna.

IS-SITWAZZJONI FL-
AMERKA

Dan il-ktieb partikulari huwa
interessanti  ghal zewg ragunijiet.
L-ewwel, ghaliex Wiliam janalizza
s-sitwazzjoni fi skejjel Amerikani. It-
tieni, ghaliex Wiliam jaghti l-ideat tieghu
ta’ kif l-istudenti jistghu jibdew imorru
ahjar fl-iskola. B'hekk dan il-ktieb jitlaq
minn rizultat migjub minn sistema

ta’ assessjar internazzjonall edukattiv

maghrufa bhala PISA. PISA sservi bhala
riga li bija jitkejjel is-success fil-qasam
edukattiv gewwa pajjiz.

Wiliam
assessjar 1i 1-PISA ghamlet ta’ skejjel
Amerikani. Skont dan l-istharrig tal-
PISA, approssimattivament, 120,000
fl-Amerka  jhallu  l-iskola
minghajr ma jkunu lehqu I-livell

analizza r-rizultat tal-

student

necessarju fl-Ingliz. Dan ifisser li jekk
f’Malta qed ninkwetaw li l-livell tal-
Ingliz nizel u ghandna tfal hergin mill-
iskola minghajr ma jkunu lehqu I-livell
mixtieq fdan l-ilsien, pajjizi Anglofoni
huma ghaddejjin minn dawn it-tip ta’
esperjenzi. Bhekk dan it-tip ta’ studju
jsir aktar rilevanti ghalina.

Biss il-PISA sabet ukoll li l-istess
numru ta’ tfal 1i ged ihallu l-iskola fl-
Amerika minghajr ma jkollhom il-hiliet
fl-Ingliz, lanqas ged ikollhom il-hilijiet



bazi¢i fil-matematika. Mela 1-mistogsija
tigi wahedha. X’inhi taghmel 1-Amerka
fil-qasam tal-edukazzjoni biex tirranga
dan id-defi¢it? Bhalma wiehed jista’
jimmagina, l-Amerka qed tipprova
tindirizza dan id-deficit. Dak li hu
interessanti hu li Wiliam hu kritiku
hafna tal-mod kif dan id-deficit qed
ikun indirizzat. Il-kelma li juza hija li
r-riformi li qed isiru huma ‘misguided’

jigifieri sejrin fid-direzzjoni zbaljata.

8] \ &
Wiliam jispjega 1i Il-izball jinsab
mhux fir-riformi nfushom izda fil-fatt
li 1-‘policymakers, jigifieri dawk li qed
jaghmlu dawn ir-riformi, ghandhom
habta kif jitkellmu dwar ‘effectiveness,
jigifieri kif se jirnexxilhom ikunu aktar
effettivi, meta fil-fatt dak li ghandhom
jaghmlu huwa li jharsu lejn il-mod ta’ kif
jistghu jghinu lill-ghalliema biex izidu
l-hiliet taghhom, spe¢jalment dawk li
juzaw fil-Klassi. It-terminu akkademiku
uzat fdan ir-rigward huwa msejjah
‘continuous professional development’
Fil-qasam tal-edukazzjoni hu maghruf
bhala CPD. Fuq kollox, Wiliam juri

li huwa inutli 1i wiehed jitghallem kif
jghallem jekk ma jkunx jaf sew is-suggett
li jrid jghallem. Jekk ghalliem ma jafx
is-suggett sew ma jistax jaghti bazi soda
lill-istudenti tieghu. Wiliam jitkellem
ukoll dwar dak li jissejjah ‘knowledge
rich curriculum’ jew gharfien ghani
tas-suggett. Minghajr dan l-aspett,
kull riforma fil-qasam tal-formative
assessment’ hija destinata li tfalli. Il-
fatt li l-istudenti jkunu moghnija bdan
it-tip ta’ knowledge-rich curriculum,
jehinhom biex isiru kreattivi, jsolvu
l-problemi u jsiru ¢ittadini bkarattru
sod li jkunu jistghu jahsbu b mod kritika
u b'hekk ikunu anki lesti ghad-dinja tax-
xoghol.

Dan il-ktieb hu maghmul minn tliet
tagsimiet. Kull tagsima tittratta tema
jew aspett differenti tal-edukazzjoni
gewwa l-Istati Uniti. L-ewwel tagsima
tistaqsi ghaliex is-sitwazzjoni Amerikana
ghandha bzonn titjieb? It-tieni tagsima
titkellem dwar dak li ghandu jsir. Fit-
tielet tagsima, Wiliam jidhol aktar fid-
dettal dwar l-idea tieghu dwar il-futur
ahjar tal-iskejjel ta® ghada. Fi kliem
iehor, ikun fdin it-tagsima, li Wiliam

jizviluppa l-ideat tieghu ta’ ‘a knowledge

%

rich curriculum’ u kif dan jista’ jghin
igib titjib fit-taghlim. B’hekk
Wiliam jitkellem dwar il-mod ta kif

biex

jista’ jinholoq ambjent ta’ taghlim ahjar li
jwassal biex jitjib it-taghlim kemm ghall-
istudenti, kif wkoll ghall-ghalliema.

KT AQ T H(

Fost il-puntili jqajjem Wiliam hemm
dak tal-holqgien ta’ klassijiet iktar zghar
fl-iskejjel. Wiliam jinsisti li dan hu ta
vantagg ghall-istudenti. Dan il-vantagg
jikber jekk l-iskola tkun qed tittratta jew
ikollha koncentrazzjoni ta’ tfal 1i gejjin
minn Zoni jew ambjenti Zvantaggjati.
Klassijiet zghar huma spec¢jalment
effettivi ghal dawn it-tip ta’ studenti. Dan
l-istudju juri wkollli klassijiet zghar huma
tajbin hafna fil-primarja. Biss, barra din
il-mossa pedagogika jrid jizdid it-tahrig
ghall-ghalliema halli dawn jiehdu l-aktar
vantaggi minn klassijiet izghar. Inkella
I-fatt 1i I-ghalliema jkollhom Xklassijiet
izghar ma jhalli -ebda effett.

Wiliam

normalment tintuza hija dik li flok

juri li l-alternattiva li
skola taghmel Kklassijiet zghar, tqieghed
‘teacher aid, fi klassijiet kbar. Ahna
nsejhu din is-sistema bhala ‘learning
support educator’ jew kif sirna nirreferu
ghal dawn it-tip ta ghalliema bhala
LSEs. Fdawn il-kazijiet, LSE jkun hemm
ghal klassi kollha. Hu jaghtl eZzempju
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< tal-istudju li sar fuq l-istudenti gewwa
Tennessee maghruf bhala STAR. Dan
l-istudju kien sar bejn 1985 u 1988. Dan
l-istudju sar fuq klassijiet ta’ bejn tnejn

u ghoxrin u hamsa u ghoxrin student.
Fdan il-progett, instab li m’hemmx
differenza meta Il-ghalliema taghmel
kollox hi jew meta l-ghalliema jkollha
assistenta maghha. Numru ta’ studji
ohra, jikkonfermaw dan il-punt.

Wiliam joffri aktar soluzzjonijiet
fdan il-ktieb, tnejn minnhom huma
relatati mal-ambjent ta’ skejjel ahjar.
Bambjent ahjar, mhux qed jithem
biss l-aspett fiziku tal-klassi, izda
wkoll l-ambjent li joholqu 1-ghalliema
nfushom gewwa l-istess klassi permezz
tal-prezenza taghhom. L-ewwel i
l-ghalliema ghandhom dejjem jimmiraw
huwa dak li jaghmlu xogholhom tajjeb.
It-tieni, 1-ghalliema ghandhom jirsistu
li juzaw dak li hu msejjah ‘formative
Wiehed

jinnota li I-iskejjel taghna mixjin fuq dan

classroom assessment. irid

it-tieni punt, tant li naqsu l-ezamijiet.
Forsi ftit jafu li dawn l-ideat gejjin minn
dan l-espert Ingliz.

SMARTER PEOPLE

Imbaghad, Wiliam jinkludi numru
ta suggerimenti ohra relatati ma kif
wiehed jista’ jtejjeb l-ambjent tal-iskola
u t-taghlim. L-ewwel, id-Dipartiment
tal-Edukazzjoni jrid jara li jdahhal
dak li Wiliam isejjah bhala ‘smarter
people’ bhala ghalliema. Huwa jistagsi
xi jkun ghalliem hazin, u kemm hu
difficli li taghraf jekk dak li jkun hux
ghalliem hazin jew tajjeb. Dan irid ikun
ibbazat mill-numru ta® osservazzjoni
tal-ghalliem  fil-klassi Wiliam
jibqa’ jinsisti li dawn wahidhom mhux

biss,

bizzejjed biex ikun determinat jekk
l-ghalliem hux qed jaghmel xoghlu
sew jew le. Ghalhekk, Wiliam jindika li
l-ahjar metodu hu li ghalliema li jkunu
qed ibatu fil-klassi, ghandhom jigu
mghejuna mit-tmexxija tal iskola. Jeldk

ikun hemm kultura ta’ kollaborazzjoni
fl-iskola,
l-potenzjal taghhom. Wiliam jaghlaq il-

l-istudenti  jistghu jilhqu
ktieb tieghu billi jemfasizza 1-bzonn li
l-istudenti kollha jkollhom access ghall-
kurrikulu ta® kwalita gholja. Hu biss
permezz ta’ kurrikulum li huwa bbazat
fuq principji ta’ gharfien li jista’ jnaqqas
id-differenzi bejn l-istudenti minhabba
l-background tal-familja li jkunu gejjin
minnha. Bhekk I-istudenti ikollhom
l-istess cans li johorgu I-potenzjal
taghhom. Dan ifisser li I-istudenti kollha
ghandhom jigu mghejjuna biex jibnu
l-gherf taghhom halli 1 quddiem ikunu
jistghu jippartecipaw ahjar fis-socjeta
¢ivili ta® pajjizhom. Hu biss permezz
ta sistema pedagogika mibnija fuq
l-gharfien li 1-ghalliema jtejbu l-gharfien
taghhom fil-qasam tat-taghlim. B’hekk
biss jista’ jkollna ghalliema aktar tajbin
dags l-aqwa ghalliema li ghandna
bhalissa. Dan 1-ghan jista’ jigi milhug. It-
tfal taghna jixirgilhom l-ahja1.
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Gallerya tal-Arti t'Hal Ferh u I-Artist

™ hal xi snin kont membru tal-
’ ~ Bord tal-Estetitka u aktar tard
\ W tal-Planning  Area
Bord jew kif kien maghruf bhala PAPB.
Fdawn il-Bordijiet servejt ma’ diversi
bhall-Periti
Joseph Huntingford, Jo Tonna, Denis

Permits

personaggi  importanti
De Lucca, Joe Spiteri, il-kaptan Mario
Caruana Dingli, George Gatt tal-Mosta
u diversi personalitajiet ohra.
Fis-Sebghinijiet, il-Gvern ta’ dak iz-
zmien irrestawra u biddel parti minn
kamp militari f’Ghajn Tuffieha f’villagg
ghat-turizmu tal-familja u ghaddieh
f’idejn bord biex imexxieh. Ftit wara
li I-progett kien gie inawgurat, George
Gatt, 1i kien membru tal-Bord tat-
tmexxija ta Hal Ferh u tal-Bord tal-
Estetika stieden lill-membri tal-Bord ta’
Estetika u tal-PAPB biex nitilghu naraw
il-villagg u fl-istess waqt induqu dak li
kienet kapaci toffri 1-ké¢ina ta” Hal Ferh.
Bdejna bl-ikla u
I-facilitajiet fil-post. Lili laqatni l-aktar

wara dorna

ir-reception area: sala kbira u mdawla.
Dak li dejjagni kienu 1-kwadri mdendlin

|

GEORGE GRANVILLE

- riproduzzjonijiet ta pitturi ta’ Edward
Caruana  Dingli mehudin  minn
kalendarji.

Jien kellimt lil George Gatt dwar dan u
hu staqsieni xi proposta nista’ noffrilhom
minflok. Ipproponejtlu wirja ta’ kwadri ta’
artisti kontemporanji Maltin li jinbidlu
kull tant zmien. George Gatt qallili jagbel,
biss qabel jaccetta ried jikkonsulta mal-
kollegi tieghu fit-tmexxija tal-kumpless.
Wara ftit zmien George Gatt qallilil-Bord
ta’ Hal Ferh gabel mal-proposta tieghi u
bhekk stajt nibda.

Dan il-progett kien wiehed semplici
u ma kien se jiswa xejn finanzjarjament
lill-kumpless. Pero, ghall-artisti Maltin
serva ta’ tieqa gdida mat-turisti li kienu
ghazlu Hal Ferh ghal vaganza ghall-
kwiet, ghax-xemx u ghall-bahar.

L-ewwel pass li kelli niehu kien li
nikkuntattja lill-artisti. Kont diga naf
lill-maggoranza l-kbira personalment
u kollha gablu li din kienet idea tajba
u riedu jippartecipaw. Kien is-sajf
tal-1977. Meta beda dan il-progett
iltqajna Hal Ferh stess biex jaraw fejn
se jkollhom xogholhom esebit. Kull
wiehed minnhom gab zZewg kwadri biex
intellghu l-ewwel wirja. Xrobna tazza
nbid ukoll!

L-ghada mort wahdi biex indendel

il-kwadri f’posthom. Hekk kif kelli
dawn il-kwadri fuq l-imwejjed gew zewg
tfajliet Taljani biex jaraw xqed naghmel
u wahda minnhom xtrat kwadru ta
Emvin Cremona. Kien xoghol bil-linka
u watercolour ta’ pajsagg Malti. Sirt naf
li missier din it-tfajla kellu Gallerija
tal-Arti f’Ruma. Fit-tliet snin li domt
immexxi din il-gallerija, inbighu diversi
kwadri ohra. L-aktar artisti popolari
mal-klijenti ta® Hal Ferh kienu Esprit
Barthet,
Alden, Toni Pace, George Fenech, Joseph

Antoine Camilleri, Harry
Bellia u sintendi Emvin Cremona.

Din
I-manigment tal-1977 inbidel ma’ wiehed

il-gallerija ~ waqfet meta
¢did. Dan ried li minflok li nibqa’ nuza
r-reception area, nibda nikri wiehed mill-
hwienet li nzerta vojt. Probabbilment il-
membri tal-bord kienu qed jahsbu li dan
in-negozju jhalli I-qligh u jien qed naqla’
xi kemxa. Jien ma kont ged indahhal
xejn hlief il-hbiberija mal-komuniti tal-
artisti,. Dnub li minn din l-esperjenza
ma baqa’ xejn. Il-ftit dokumenti li naf
li ghandi jinsabu bhalissa mitlufin qalb
eluf ta dokumenti ohra li bil-mod il-
mod qged isibu posthom.

Ftit wara li waqaft minn Hal Ferh,
baghat ghalija 1-Ministru Lorry Sant.
Qalli li 1-Ghaqda Zghazagh So¢jalisti



riedu li ntella® wirja fisimhom fl-
okkazzjonita’ Jum ir-Repubblika 1980.11-
bqija f’idejja. Ridt infakkar artist bravu,
izda sa dak il-mument kien minsi minn
kulhadd, inkluz mill-Muzew Nazzjonali.
Dak iz-zmien lanqas ma kien hemm
kwadru wiehed tieghu fil-kollezzjoni
Nazzjonali. Ridt infakkru ghax fI-1980
kien jaghlaq 40 sena mejjet. Kien obbligu
tieghi li nikxef l-identitd tieghu. Kull
meta tkellimt dwaru man-nies li suppost
li kienu jafuh, kont ninduna li kienu qed
jahsbu li qed nirreferi ghall-huh Edward
Caruana Dingli. Hawn qed nitkellem
dwar il-pittur bravu Robert Caruana
Dingli. Jien lil Robert gatt ma kont
nafu. Miet zghir. Kelli nfittex dwaru.
Bhala pittur inqisu ahjar minn huh,
minn Edward. Biss Edward kien kapaci
aktar minn Robert biex jintghogob mal-
Klijenti tieghu. B’hekk meta nigu ghall-
portraits, ezempju, Edward ma kienx
jiddejjaq jaghmel il-persuna isbah milli
fil-fatt tkun fir-realtd. Imbaghad kien
hemm fattur iehor. Edward Caruana
Dingli kien maghruf li politikament
kien mal-Inglizi u jzomm mal-Partit ta’
Strickland. Robert kien politikament
in-naha l-ohra. Kien izomm mal-Partit
Nazzjonalista. Ix-xoghol ta’ artist bhal

Roberl intesa waia li kien miel waql li

KULTURA

JUM IR-REPUBBLIKA, 1980

\Ghaqda Zghazagh
Socjalisti

GED TORGANZZA

WIRJA TA L-ARTI
fit-MUZEW TAL-FINE ARTS, IL-BELT

TA’ XOGHLUET TAL PITTUR

ROBERT CARUANA DINGLI

FOHELUG L4) ANNIVERSARIL MILL-MEWT THGHU.

Din i Inowgurats mill-Onor. Sant, Ministri
uxrxw s .
umml-mn.'lu , 1980 u

(00 3 Wi gret apanacirfets mk Mt Mt Baak Co. Lt}

huh issahhah aktar bhala dak li jissejjah

is-society painter.

Jien ma ddejjaqtx infakkar lil Robert.
Dak i dejjem fittixt li naghmel fl-arti hija
li naghti spazju lill-artisti lil hinn mill-
hsibijiet politi¢i taghhom. Jien kburi li
1-Ghaqda Zghazagh Sogjalisti, li taghha
wkoll kont membru fis-snin sittin, kienu
litteralment qed iqajmu mill-mewt il-
figura ta’ dan il-pittur kbir Malti.

Biex intella’ din il-wirja fis-sala tal-
Arti Kontemporanja li kien hemm fil-
Muzew tal-Arti ta’ Triq Nofs in-Nhar ma
kinitx problema. Bl-ghajnuna tal-kaptan
Mario Caruana Dingli, li kien ibnu,
kelli diffikulta x’naghzel mill-kollezzjoni
tieghi, kif ukoll mid-diversi kollezzjonijiet
privati t& membri tal-familja tieghu, li
gentilment accettaw li jesebixxu 1-kwadri
taghhom f'din I-esebizzjoni.

II-problema kienet meta gejt ghan-
nota bijografika ghall-katalgu tal-wirja.
Habbat diversi bibien pero 1-ebda wiehed
ma nfetah. Kull darba hasbu li kont qed
nitlobhom il-bijografija ta’ huh Edward.
Hadt l-impressjoni li sa dak iz-zmien
ghalihom kien hemm artist wiehed biss,
kuljomu Caruana Dingli.

Bl-ghajnuna ta’ dokumenti li sellifni
iben l-artist, il-Kaptan Mario Caruana
Dingli u Dbdiskussjonijiel mal-iskultu

Vincent Apap, li kien kollega ta’ Robert
Caruana Dingli, ktibt in-noti biografici
ghall-katalgu. Dnub li minn jagra din in-
nota jinduna li sa dak iz-zmien ma kontx
ghadni naf mill-qrib lill-artist u kollega
ta Robert Caruana Dingli, Karmenu
Mangion. Robert baqa’ maghruf ghall-
li Robert Caruana Dingli tghallem it-
teknika tal-inc¢izjoni minghand Karmenu
Mangion li kien kollega mieghu fl-iskola
tal-arti. Bejn is-snin 1926-1929, Robert
Caruana Dingli kien acting director tal-
Iskola u surmast tal-pittura, akkwarell u
disinn. Qatt ma sar direttur. Minhabba
I-kwistjoni politika ta dak iz-zmien,
u l-appogg li kien jaghti lill-Partit
Nazzjonalista, fl-1929 inhatar direttur tal-
iskola u l-pittura, huh Edward li kien ma
Strickland. Fuq nota pjuttost personali,
iz-zewgt ahwa ma baqghux jitkellmu.
Robert hass li huh ma kellux jaccetta
dik il-kariga u kien jisvoga d-dwejjaq ta
din l-ingustizzja fis-sigaretti u l-lottu! Is-
sigaretti kienu l-kawza li miet f'qasir i-
ghomor ta’ 57 sena.

Erbghin sena wara mewtu, id-destin
ried li 1-Ghaqda Zghazagh Sogjalisti
kkommemorawh bwirja fil-Muzew tal-
Artita’ Malta. L-unika wirja monografika

li saritlu li naf biha sal-lum.
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Il Belt ta’ Caltaglrone f1 Sqallj
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ehdu opportunita mill-prezenza

tas-silg fuq il-vulkan. Biss dan
o il-vjagg qasir bl-Air Malta lejn
Katanja joffri anke aktar opportunitajiet.
Fuq kollox 1-Air Malta toffri anki
vjaggi lejn Comiso fi Sqallija. Comiso
tinsab fin-naha ta’ isfel ta’ din il-Gzira
fil-parti li bhal Katania, hija maghrufa
bhala La Sicilia Orientale. Sqallija hija
maqgsuma fi tnejn. Hemm La Sicilia
Ocdidentale jew Sqallija tal-Punent jew
tal-Gharb. Il-kelma gharb hija kelma
qadima Maltija li tfisser Punent. II-Belt
kapitali taghha hija dik ta’ Palermo li
hija 1-belt kapitali ta’ Sqallija. Imbaghad
hemm La Sicilia Orientale, jew Sqallija
tal-Lvant. Il-kapitali ta’ Sqallija tal-Lvant
hija Katanja li hija I-kapitali kummerc¢jali
u finanzjarja ta’ Sqallija.
Il-belt storika 1i tghaqqad lil-
Palermo ma’ Katania, kienet dik L&

N
N ”&
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Catagirone. Din tinsab f’nofs it-triq
bejn dawn iz-zewgt ’ibliet principali
ta’ Sqallija. Hija belt mibnija fuq genb
ta’ muntanja jew gholja. I¢-centru
storiku hu mtarrag. Ftit Maltin jiehdu
l-opportunita li jmorru jzuruha. Barra
li hija belt storika u interessanti, fiha
ghandha l-aktar tarag twil li jezisti fl-
Italja kollha. Nistieden lil min imur
fdin il-belt biex jiehu l-opportunita li
jitilghu.

LA SCALINATA

Storikament, dan it-tarag sar fl-
epoka barokka. Kienu nehhew numru ta’
djar biex saret din I-iskalinata li ssemmiet
‘Scalinata di Santa Maria del Monte.
Caltagirone kienet belt immexxija minn
Senat. Is-senat tal-belt kien jiehu hsieb
jaghmel kompetizzjonijiet floreali u
mixghela ta’ dan it-tarag li kienu jsiru
bit-tazzi taz-zejt. Dawn it-tazzi jissejhu
‘coppi u din il-mixghela tissejjah
‘lumiere’. Fil-Malti ghandha din il-kelma
luminarja li saret Mnarja.

Dawn il-fjakkolati u disinni bil-fjuri
ghandhom isiru sal-lum u sal-lum ghadu
jsir konkors spec¢jalment biex tkun
imfakkra I-festa ta® San Giacomo, li hu
I-patrun tal-belt u ssir bejn 1-24 u1-25 ta

Lulju. Isit lumiere ieho1 fuq dan il-tarag
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fil-15 ta Awwissu. Mhux facli zzejjen
dan it-tarag ghax anke jekk jidher dritt,
fil-fatt ma hux ghal kollox dritt. B'hekk
biex jizzejjen tintalab l-ghajnuna ta’
inginiera u surveyors barra arkitetti biex
jaghmlu dawn id-disinni.

Fuq kollox anke fil-granet l-ohra,
dan it-tarag hu ta attrazzjoni. Kull
ghatba tieghu giet imzejna bi¢-ceramika
t@ Caltagirone. Ceramisti differenti
minn din il-belt gew mitluba biex
jahdmu ghatba.

Ghal dawk li jhobbu I-istorja
hemm knejjes u kunventi, din il-belt
hija mimlija bihom. Ghandha wkoll il-
helu tipiku taghha. Fost l-aktar knejjes
qodma li nsibu hemm dik li nbniet min-
Normanni, mill-Konti Ruggieru nnifsu.
Din tinsab fil-parti I-aktar gholja tal-belt.

IC-CERAMIKA

Biss l-aktar haga li hija maghrufa
Caltagirone hija ghat-tafal taghha.
Ghandha muntanji tat-tafal. Minn dan
it-tafal jaghmlu dak li hu maghruf bhala
‘la ceramica di Caltagironé’

Jekk wiehed izur i¢-centru tal-belt,
isib numru ta’ hwienet ibieghu din
ic-ceramika ta Caltagirone. Hemm
numru ta artisti 1i jaghmlu. Nippreferi

nsejhilhom artisti u mhux artiggjani



ghax verament hemm minnhom li huma
Meta kont fdin il-belt dhalt
f’hanut. Is-sid kien persuna anzjana.

artisti.

Eks- ghalliem tal-arti. Meta rtira intefa’
jahdem ic¢-ciramika. Kull bi¢ca xoghol
tieghu hija bi¢c¢a xoghol unika. Hemm
numru ta’ artisti ohra jahdmu fdin il-
belt.

Biss kollha ghandhom il-‘bottega’ kif
jissejjah il-hanut tax-xoghol taghhom.
Dawk il-hwienet li persuna ghandu
jfittex huma dawk li ghandhom ukoll
il-forn fihom. Dan ifisser li l-oggetti li
wiehed qed jara jkun saru u gew mohmija
mill-artist fdak il-hanut stess. L-artisti
jibnu l-oggett mit-tafal, li jgibuh minn
Caltagirone stess. Wiehed jista® jordna
l-oggetti li jrid skont il-gosti tieghu.
L-element barokk ghadu jiddomina
fdisinn ul-produzzjoni ta’ dawn l-oggetti
tac-ceramika ta Caltagirone. Biss
hemm minn jespirimenta anke bdisinni
moderni. Caltagirone ghandha wkoll
il-kuluri tipici taghha ta’ dawn l-oggetti
tac-ceramika. Jiddomina l-kulur hadar,
blu, marrone, isfar u bianco. Dawn huma

l-kuluri tipici ta’ Caltagirone.

Hemm ukoll disinni tipici, fosthom

il-famuza frotta tac-cipress — il-‘pinolo,
li hu simbolu ta® Catagirone u ssibu
mal-belt kollha. I¢-Centru tal-belt hu
ddominat minn gnien pubbliku li fih
wiehed jara dawn il-pinoli kbar tac-
ceramika jzejnuh. Fuq kollox, wiehed
ghandu jidhol fdin il-belt mid-dahla
storika, li hu pont u tahtu jara parti mill-
foss ul-bini ta’ din il-belt, ghax qabel ma
nbena dan il-pont, wiehed ried jinzel u
jerga jitla’ biex jidhol f'din il-belt.

MALTA U CALTAGIRONE

Forsi ftit jafu, li Malta ghandna
kollezzjoni sabiha ta’ din i¢-ceramika ta’
Caltagirone, spe¢jalment f'dawk li huma
vazetti li fihom kienu jinzammu oggetti
marbuta mal-farmacija. Dan ghax, il-
Kavallieri ta’ San Gwann kienu jimpurtaw
dawn il-vazetti minn Caltagirone biex
fihom izommu I-medi¢ina u hxejjex
medicinali. Anzinzid nghid li llum din il-
kollezzjoni ta’ vazetti li ghandna f’Malta,
lanqas l-istess belt ta’ Caltagirone ma’
ghandha, spe¢jalment ghal dawk il-
vazetti li jmorru lura ghal qabel 1-1693.
Fdik is-sena kien sar terremot kbir fi
Sqallija. Numru ta’ bliet gew affettwati.

KULTURA

II-Belt ta’ Catagirone ntlagtet. Anke
jekk mhux daqs bliet ohra, matul dan
it-terremot intilfu hafna oggetti tac-
¢ceramika, inkluz numru kbir ta’ vazetti
fejn fihom kienet tinzamm il-medic¢ina
u hxejjex medic¢inali ohra. B’hekk dan
il-fatt storiku jaghmel mill-kollezzjoni
li ghandna f’Malta, ta® dawn il-vazetti
qodma, bhala wahda importanti fdik li
hijal-istorja ta¢c-ceramika ta’ Caltagirone.

Fl-imghoddi, Malta
impurtat madum maghmul

gieli anke
mic-
ceramika ta’ Caltagirone. Dan hu madum
dekorattiv u jintgharaf mill-ewwel kemm
minhabba l-kuluri u d-disinn tieghu
li huma tipici ta® Caltagirone. Ghaliex
minn din i¢-¢eramika kienu jaghmlu
mhux biss oggetti dekorattivi izda wkoll
oggetti utli ghad-dar. B’hekk jekk xi
hadd jakkwist xi dar qadima Maltija u
li fiha jkollha din it-tip ta’ ceramika, is-
suggeriment tieghi hu li wiehed jibza
ghalih dan il-madum. Mhux l-ewwel
darba li, Itqajt ma’ madum maghmul
mic-ceramika ta@ Catagirone qed
jinbiegh £’xi suq tal-antikajiet f’Malta.

Aktar milli nahsbu, din il-belt fi
Sqallija tinsab qrib taghna.
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Borg Cardona & Co. Litd

b’appogg ghal fondazzjonijiet

u dawk I jaghmlu karita mal-annimah domestici

| DEJJEM KIENET PARTI MILL-
?'Mlss.JONl TA’ BORG CARDON

ghal dawn l-ahhar 70 sena, taghti

:il—kumpanija, i ilha fin-negozju
parti mill-profitti taghha biex tghin

dawn l-ghaqdiet biex iwettqu 1-ghanijiet
individwali taghhom dejjem ghall-
benefic¢ju tal-klieb, qtates, ghasafar,
fniek u zwiemel.

Fost dawk li ilhom jibbenefikaw mill-
appogg ta Borg Cardona & Co. hemm
il-Fondazzjoni Maltija tal-Klieb Gwida
(MGDF), li taghti klieb gwida b’xejn lil
dawk negsin mid-dawl, flimkien ma’
servizzi ohra ta’ orjentament u mobbilita.
Il-kumpanija ntrabtet sal-2021 biex
taghti ikel bxejn lill-kelba 1i minnha
jnisslu 1-griewi tal-klieb gwida waqt li din
tkun tqila u tredda; appogg tekniku fuq
l-ikel u n-nutrizzjoni; ikel bxejn ghall-
griewi tal-klieb gwida ghall-ewwel 12-il
xahar; u prezzijiet irhas fuq ikel, provvisti
u accessorji ghall-klieb gwida.

Ghadd ta ghaqdiet li jaghmlu
karita ~mal-annimali jgawdu minn
donazzjonijiet f’materjal. Fost dawn
hemmI-AAA (Association of Abandoned
Animals) ta’ Birzebbuga, CASF (Carers
for Stray and Abandoned Felines) tal-
Birgu, Tomasina Cat Sanctuary ta® Hal
Luqa ul-SPCA ta’ Ghawdex.

Mela twaqqfet 1-AAA f'Gunju li
ghadda, mhux talli nghataw donazzjoni
ta’ darba ta’ €2,240, izda nghataw ukoll

2,560 kg f’ikel bvalur ta €4,480. Issa
jgawdu minn rohs fil-prezzijiet, apparti
minn rohs iehor fl-ahhar tas-sena skont
l-ammont ta’ ikel li jixtru.

Dawn is-santwarji, flimkien mal-
SPCA ta Ghawdex, igawdu wkoll minn
rohs iehor fl-ahhar tas-sena skont
l-ammont ta’ ikel li jixtru u jinghataw
starter pack bxejn li fih ikel, gugarelli,
ghadam u vowcer li jissarraf ghand il-
hanut ta® Borg Cardona & Co. f’Hal
Balzan bhala gest ta’ ringrazzjament ghal
dawk li jadottaw kelb jew qattus.

L-ghaqdiet tal-fniek ukoll igawdu
minn appogg: il-Malta Rabbit Club u
1-Malta All-Breed Rabbit Club jir¢ievu
vawcers li jinghata lil membri godda
jew dawk li jgeddu s-shubija taghhom,
biex taghmel s-shubija iktar attrajenti.
Jinghataw ukoll donazzjoni ghal kull
fenek li jigi salvat u jinghataw spazju
bxejn waqt numru ta avvenimenti li

jiehdu sehem fihom Borg Cardona & Co.

L-SOS K9 unit tal-klieb, bappogg
tal-kumpanija, jghinu fl-operazzjonijiet
ta’ tfittxija u salvatagg (SAR) biex isibu

individwili ghandhom bzonn I-ghajnuna,

MALCOLM J. NAUDI

jaraw li huma stabbli u johorguhom minn
fejn ikunu. Dawn jistghu jkunu dawk li
jkunu geghdin jimxu barra (hikers), xi
hadd li jsalva wara dizastru fl-abitat jew
pazjent li jbaghti mill-Alzheimers li jkun
gieghed jimxi barra fit-trig. Dawn il-
klieb tal-SAR jistghu jigu klassifikata jew
bhala dawk li jxommu I-arja jew dawk li
jigru wara xamma fl-art.

Klieb li jxommu l-arja jahdmu
minghajr ¢inga u jsegwu r-riha ta
bniedem li tkun fl-ajru, waqt li dawk li
jigru wara xamma s-soltu jkunu fuq ic-
¢inga ujsegwu taqlib fl-art bimnihirhom.
Borg Cardona & Co. jaghtu ikel ghall-
klieb u joffru prezzijiet favorevoli lill-unit
fuq affarijiet ohra u accessorji.

Ma’ dawn hemm ukoll il-gligh kollu
mill-bejgh tal-ktieb For the Love of
Animals — 70 Years of Borg Cardona &
Co. Ltd, li gie ppubblikat f’Dicembru
li ghadda, u li jinxtara esklussivament
mill-hanut taghhom ta’ Hal Balzan. Dan
il-qligh se jinghata biex iktar postijiet
ta kenn ghaz-zwiemel tal-karozzini
jinbnew bhal dawk li jinsabu fil-Belt
Valletta u I-Imdina.
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Maleth / Haven / Port

Heterotopias of Evocation




A 1'"aleth / Haven / Port -
x ) | ,/ || Heterotopias of Evocation hija
LV [ I-Padiljun to Malta ghat-58
edizzjoni tal-Esebizzjoni Internazzjonali
tal-Arti f'La Biennale di Venezia.

Malta regghet bdiet tippartecipa fl-
2017 b Homo Melitensis: An Incomplete
Inventory in 19 Chapters, installazzjoni li
tqajjem mistogsijiet dwar xi jfisser li tkun
Malti. Din is-sena 1-Padiljun Malti se jkun
fl-Arsenale, u l-istudjuz tal-istorja, Dr
Hesperia Iliadou de Subplajo-Suppiej hija
l-kuratur ta’ din l-esebizzjoni kuncettwali
btim ta’ produzzjoni li jinkludi lil George
Lazoglou fuq disinn multimedjali,
Matthew Casha fuq disinn specjali u
Klitsa

Antoniou, Trevor Borg u Vince Briffa.

arkitettoniku u tliet esebituri,

Kollaborazzjoni li se tipprezenta
narattivi intensivi u suggestivi li jiffukaw
fuq l-eterotopja, spazju skomdu li jinstab
fi spazju iehor.

Bit-taqsir ta® multitudni ta’ stejjer,
mibnija fuq saff wara saff bhala sediment
fit-tessut tal-ezistenza taghna, ix-xoghol
se jinhass fil-hsibjiet kollettivi, bmod li
jirriflettu t-tensjoni f’kull individwu.

Tradott ghall-bzonnijiet 1li bhala
bnedmin mhux konxji taghhom, id-
ruhha

permezz ta

umana timmanifesta
krizi

disinn migratorju: ezodu tal-massa,

dualita

fi Zminijiet ta

immigrazzjoni, ezilju u tiftix ta’ refugju.
Maleth, kelma Semitika ghal sigurta
jew kenn, hija rapprezentata minn Port
bhala Haven (refugju). Il-port bhala
bidu u tmiem tal-migja twila u mimlija
avvenimenti tal-bniedem, li torbotna
lura ghall-Odissea. Migja li tistieden lill-

i
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udjenza biex iharsu 1 gewwa, f'dak li hu
inkwetanti u tat-thassib.

Saru sessjonijiet ta’ hidma edukattiva
mill-artisti u l-kuratur ma’ studenti biex
ikunu ta’ sostenn ghar-ricerka artistika.
L-artisti hadmu mal-partecipanti bi
djalogu semantiku bl-gheruq tieghu fir-
realta - il-bzonn tal-bniedem biex ifittex
dar u helsien. BOUTLAND, arti permezz
ta’ vidjo, Vince Briffa jintracca l-vjagg
ta’ mahbub bhala liberatur-oppressur.
Din id-dualita tinbidel fi prezenza
anzjuza u li dejjem qieghda tinbidel,
f’installazzjoni multimedjali li timmedja
r-relazzjoni bejn is-sigurezza (rabtiet
familjari) u I-instabbilta (helisen). Ghatx
ghal-liberazzjoni jew ghad-dar johloq
ukoll kurrent iehor FATLANTROPA X
ta’ Klitsa Antoniou, installazzjoni ohra
multimedjali. Din I-installazzjoni giet
imsemmija hekk ghall-progett radikali
tal-perit Germaniz Herman Sorgel tas-
snin ghoxrin, li kien jinvolvi t-tbattil
parzjali tal-Bahar Mediterran biex jigi
mahluq superkontinent Ewro-Afrikan,
bl-ghan li jkun ta pont ghad-divizjoni
bejn il-holm utopici, distopji u r-realta.
L-installazzjoni tisfida 1-kundizzjoni li
tkun uman, ta’ invazjonijiet, ta’ kunflitt
u ta’ trawma minn kull lat. Ta’ feriti
u cikatricijiet li jidwu fil-memorja u
joholqu topografija fluwida li timmarka
s-separazzjonijiet, cahdiet, ripressjonijiet
u telf.

CAVE OF DARKNESS - PORT
OF NO RETURN hija installazzjoni
marbuta ma’ sit u tuza l-approcc ta
kollezzjoni mhux bi Kklassifikazzjoni.
Trevor Borg jimmagina mill-gdid il-
fdalijiet ta’ kreaturi u artefatti li ilhom
mitlufa u jimmanipula l-memorja u
l-vjaggi taghhom f’abiss kollettiv fi hdan
ir-refugjiu.  B'narattiva
flabrikata mill-gdid, hu jesplora 1-gbid

tal-preistorja

KULTURA

Ritratt - DOI Jeremy Wonnacott

u l-habi tal-veru u tal-immaginat.

Ix-xoghlijiet se jipprezentaw storja
bla zmien, li tressagna 1 quddiem u
lura, li tiddefinixxi modijiet qodma u
kontemporanji tal-esseru u tal-hajja
f'dinja li dejjem qieghda tinbidel, fuq art
li dejjem gieghda ti¢ccaqlaq.

miktub  bl-Ingliz

minn Pam Baldacchino.

Originarjament

Il-Padiljun Malti huwa kkummissjonat mill-Kunsill Malti ghall-Arti li jaga’ fi hdan il-Ministeru ghall-Gustizzja, Kultura u Gvern

Lokali. Il-partecipazzjoni ta’ Malta fit-58 edizzjoni tal-Esebizzjoni Internazzjonali tal-Arti f’La Biennale di Venezia tirrifletti ‘

‘ l-ambizzjonijiet internazzjonali tal-Kunsill Malti ghall-Arti u hija wahda mis-70 azzjoni implimentati bhala parti minn Create 2020 -

l-istrategija fuq hames snin tal-Kunsill ghas-setturi kulturali u kreattivi.
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Inkomplu nsahhu wirt artna

permezz tar-restawr.

'";T\\\ /,{"g”inkejja ¢-cokon taghha, Malta

| hija mzewqa blistorja millenarja

1 V' 1 wasslitna biex ikollna numru
kbir ta monumenti u binjiet storici
mifruxa madwar il-gzejjer taghna u li
jfakkruna f’perjodi differenti tal-istorja
ta’ pajjizna. Matul dawn l-ahhar snin,
qeghdin naraw zieda konsiderevoli fil-
progetti ta’ restawr ta’ dawn il-postijiet li
bis-sahha taghhom, dawn il-monumenti
u binjiet storici geghdin jiehdu 1-hajja, kif
ukoll iz-zoni ta’ fejn jinsabu.

Bdawn  il-progetti  ambizzjuzi,
gieghda tigi msahha parti intrinsika li
ssawwar l-identita taghna bhala pajjiz.
Id-Direttorat tar-Restawr fi hdan il-
Ministeru ghall-Kultura huwa wiehed
mill-entitajiet li jahdem bmod kontinwu

fuq dawn il-progelt, kemm fuq livell

nazzjonali, u kif ukoll lokali.

TI-Belt Valletta li hija rikonoxxuta
bhala Sit t&@ Wirt Dinji tal-UNESCO,
hi moghnija bxejn inqas minn 320
monument u hija meqjusa bhala wahda
mill-aktar Zoni stori¢i kkoncentrati tad-
dinja. Filfatt fdawn l-ahhar sentejn saru
hafna progetti ta’ restawr biex il-belt
kapitali tigi rigenerata, fosthom il-fac¢ata
ta’ Palazzo Verdelin li jaghti fuq Pjazza San
Gorg, Palazzo Ferreria, il-Kon-Katidral
ta San Gwann, il-Knisja tal-Gizwiti u
l-faccata u l-genb ta’ Palazzo Castellania.
Bhalissa wkoll ghaddej restawr estensiv
fuq il-faccati tal-Universita 1l-Antika
binvestiment ta’ €1,500,000, progett li se
jkun lest sal-ahhar ta din is-sena. Din
is-somma ma tinkludix I-investiment

fix-xoghlijiel inlerni, progell iehor li hu

f’idejn id-Direttorat tar-Restawr.
Attwalment, ghadd ejjin 71 progett to’
restawr mid-Direttorat madwar Malta, bl-
ghan li jitkompla jissahbah il-legat taghna
bhala pajjiz, kif ukoll biex jigu ppreservati
l-aspetti numeruzi li sawru l-istorja
taghna, kemm ghal dawk prezenti u kif
ukoll ghall-generazzjonijiet futuri.
Wiehed minn dawn il-progetti li
jinsab ghaddej bhalissa u ghandu jitlesta
fi Zmien 20 xahar huwa l-Knisja tal-
Madonna tal-Hniena fil-Qrendi, li tmur
lura ghal madwar 1-1650 u gieghda fuq
sit fejn qabel kien hemm knisja ohra. Din
tal-ahhar, fil-fatt kienet il-post ta® gima
principali fir-rahal ta’ Hal Lew - rahal zghir
li darba kien bejn il-Qrendi u z-Zurrieq u
li hemm xi fdalijiet tieghau. Il-bini ta’ knisja
gdida probabbli sar minhabba xi bzonn



biex ikun hemm aktar spazju ghad-devoti
minhabba li l-knisja kienet saret zghira
wisq ghad-devoti Marjani. Bhalma jidher
fdokumenti stori¢i sa kmieni fis-seklu
dsatax, il-knisja kienet saret “l-aktar post
popolari ghad-devoti Marjani wara dak
tal-Mellieha” Dan huwa ezempju wiehed
mill-aspetti interessanti u storici li jgibu
maghhom dawn il-progetti, fejn tara li
kull sit ghandu I-istorja partikolari tieghu
- hu grazzi ghar-restawr li qed jigi skopert
aktar gharfien dwar dawn il-postijiet, biex
jigu apprezzati minn kulhadd.

Mistoqsi dwar l-importanza ta’ dawn
il-Ministru  ghall-Kultura
Owen Bonnici galli l-istrategija tal- Gvern
fdan il-kamp hija 1i jitkompla jissahhah
il-wirt lokali taghna biex kulhadd ikollu
access biex japprezzah u jitgawda minn

il-progetti,

kulhadd. Huwa qal ukoll li permezz ta
dan ix-xoghol qed ikun hemm aktar
investiment fil-prodott lokali, spe¢jalment
mil-lat ta’ aktar accessibbilta ghal dawn il-
binjiet u kif ukoll bmod li pajjizna jidher
aktar bhala post li huwa destinazzjoni
kulturali. Filfatt il-Ministru Bonnici
rrefera ghal kif fdawn l-ahhar hames
snin saru interventi ta’ restawr fuq aktar
minn 70% tal-lokalitajiet ta’ pajjizna biex
nissalvagwardjaw il-patrimonju taghna li
jifforma parti mill-identita taghna bhala

Permezz tal-iskema tar-restawr ghall-
Kunsilli Lokali li nbdiet fl-2015 mid-
Direttorat tar-Restawr bkollaborazzjoni

tal-Kunsilli  Lokali,
saru hafna progetti fil-lokaltajiet taghna

mad-Dipartiment

biex inkomplu nippreservaw dan il-
wirt tangibbli kif ukoll biex jissahhah
il-prodott kulturali Malti. Fost dawk
il-progetti li tlestew mill-2015 1 hawn
hemm in-ni¢¢a ta’ San Mikiel fiz-Zurrieq,
il-Kappella ta® Sant’ Anna f’Marsaskala,
il-Mina t& Hompesch f’Haz Zabbar u
l-Kappella tal-Maddalena f’Had Dingli.
Bdan il-mod, il-Kunsilli Lokali qeghdin
jinghataw assistenza sabiex jirrestawr
binjiet u monumenti li ghandom valur
storiku, ghal benefi¢¢ju tal-komunita.

Mill-ahhar skema, diga tlestew il-
progetti tal-faccata tal-kappella ddedikata
ghal San Gwann fis-Siggiewi, kif ukoll
dik iddedikata ghall-istess qaddis fil-
Gharghur, il-Hajt tal-Matla fl-Imqgabba, u
I-faééata ta¢-Centru Parrokjali f’Hal Safi.
Dawn is-siti kollha ghandhom I-istorja
unika taghhom u li jkomplu jzewqu
l-lokalitajiet taghna u grazzi ghar-restawr
li sar, qed jigi ssalvagwardjat il-patrimonju
lokali li ghandu parti intrinsika mill-
identita taghna.

Bil-migjiet li ghadda minnhom
hafna
fortifikazzjonijiet madwar il-gzejjer 1i

pajjizna, insibu wkoll
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maz-zminijiet kienu jservu ta’ protezzjoni
mill-ghadu li jkomplu jfakkruna fl-istorja
taghna. Dawn il-fortifikazzjonijiet t
importanza nazzjonali wkoll qeghdin
jigu rrestawrati sabiex ikunu jistghu
jitgawdew, kif ukoll biex ikunu aktar
accessibbli u siguri. Is-sena l-ohra tlesta
r-restawr ta’ 4,500 metri kwadri tas-swar
mal-Gholja tal-Kurc¢ifiss, fil-Furjana u din
is-sena geghdin jigu rrestawrati 18,800
metri kwadri tas-Swar tal-Furjana li
jaghtu fuq Marsamxett, b'investiment fuq
dan tal-ahhar ta’ €1,600,000.

Lejn in-naha ta’ fuq ta® Malta, ghaddej
ir-restawr kontinwu tal-Victoria Lines,
fortifikazzjoni lineari baxxa ta® Zmien
l-Inglizi fuq medda ta’ 12-il kilometru.
Ghall-iskop, elementi differenti, il-metodu
tal-bini, u dak li dawn jirrapprezentaw,
huma monument uniku ta’ arkitettura
militari lokali. Ir-restawr fuq il-parti li
tikkorispondi mal-Gnien tal-Gharusa tal-
Mosta ghadu kif tlesta, u nbdiet il-fazi li
jmiss fuq il-parti tal-Gharghur.

Dawn il-progetti huma kollha parti
mill-kullana ta’ xoghlijiet li geghdin isiru
fid-dinja tal-kultura u tal-patrimonju
sabiex ikunu ta’ benefic¢ju ghas-sogjeta.
Daw huma zewg elementi essenzjali li
jrawwmu l-identita taghna bhala Maltin,
u gieghda ssir hidma kontinwa biex dawn
jibqghu  jikkontribbiwxxu
ghat-tishih u ghal gid tal-komunita.

I-elementi
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Nitkellm.u mal-Kittieb . .
F.nrico Gurioh
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IL-KITTIEB U GURNALISTA |
TALJAN, ENRICO GURIOLI
GHADU KIF HAREG BI KTIEB
GDID, IPPUBBLIKAT FL-ITALJA,
MIKTUB BIT-TALJAN U BL-ISEM
TA' “MIGRANTI. GENTE CHE
SBARCA” JEW “IMMIGRANTI:
PERSUNI LI JINZLU MINN
ABBORD".

= editur ta® dan il-ktieb hu
Antonio Bagnoli (Edizioni
Pendragon). Bhalma wiehed

jista’ jimmagina, ma jistax jinkiteb ktieb

fuq l-imigrazzjoni minghajr ma wiehed
jitkellem fuq Malta. Anke jekk Malta
hija gzira zghira, i¢-¢okon taghha gabha
fic-centru ta din l-immigrazzjoni u
l-polemika politika li qed tohloq. Fdin
id-diskursata ma’ Enrico Gurioli se nkun
qed nitkellem mieghu, dwar dan il-ktieb
u l-hsibijiet tieghu dwar is-sitwazzjoni
prezenti fl-Italja u kif hu jhares lejn
il-politika li Malta adottat lejn dawn
l-immigranti. Fuq kollox, se nkun ged
niddiskuti mieghu ghaliex dan il-ktieb
ghandu rilevanza ghal Malta.

Ghaliex ktibt dan il-ktieb?

Dan il-ktieb beda minn numru ta’
reflessjonijiet tieghi li kont ghamlit fuq
Facebook Page tieghi. Wara ddecidejt
li nigborhom fi ktieb. Matul hajti, vjagg
hafna fuq il-bahar. Ktibt hafna rakkonti
relatati mal-bahar. Ktibt fuq is-sbuhija
tal-bahar. Ktibt fuq l-irjieh tal-bahar
u [fuq ir-regolamenti li gew introdotti
mill-istess bniedem fuq it-tbahhir u kif
dawn zviluppaw matul is-sekli. Ktibt fuq

il-Marina Militari Taljana. Illum dan
l-istess bahar Mediterran ghaddej minn
mument drammatiku. Forsi wiehed
mill-aktar mumenti dramatici fl-istorja
ricenti tieghu. Ma stajtx ma nitkellimx

dwarha.

Imma x’ghandu dan il-ktieb
differenti minn I-ohrajn li diga
ktibt?

Dan il-ktieb jitlaq minn vjagg
immaginarju ta’ Ulisse li gie miktub minn
Omeru. Bhal fl-Odissea ta- Omeru, dan
il-ktieb huwa miktub forma ta’ kwadri.
L-Odissea nkitbet biex tigi kantata.
Permezz tal-ghanjiet u l-hsejjes migbura
minn dawk li kienu qed jivvjaggaw fil-
Mediterran ta’ zmien, Omeru ried johloq
kompozizzjoni li hija ta’ kulhadd.

Mill-mument 1li persuna titla® fuq
dghajsa sakemm tasal fdestinazzjoni
li mhix maghrufa, lejn ix-xewqa ta
art gdida, l-emigrant jiskopri, bhala
Odisseo, l-imhabba tas-sahhara Circe u
l-kant tas-Sereni.

Omeru diga jurina li l-muzika
tirrapprezenta parti mill-hajja tal-
Fil-konfini
ezistenza taghhom, l-emigranti matul

emigrant. intimi ~ tal-
is-sekli kienu kapaci jesprimu l-aktar
hsibijiet profondi permezz tal-muzika.
Is-sentimenti marbuta mal-antenati
taghhom, mal-gheruq varji taghhom
dejjem gew espressi permezz tal-
muzika. Fost l-immigranti hemm ir-
ricerka ghal dak li hu aktar ’il-boghod
mix-xefaq tal-bahar, fejn hemm
affarijiet li f'dan il-mument ma jistghux

jaraw. Il-barra mill-art qarsa li fiha qed

SIMON MERCIECA

jghix u l-barra mid-dinja maghrufa
barra mill-fruntieri fejn qed jghix,
hemm biss il-holm.

Forsi dan rajnieh u anke gie
ddokumentat ghal hafna immigranti li
qasmu l-Atlantiku biex marru jghixu
fil-Kontinent Amerikan. Kien dan il-
vjagg li ta’ lid-dinja muzika gdida. Kien
ghalhekk vjagg mentali taghnal ghanjiet
ta’ aedi u r-rapsodiji, tal-blues u tat-
tango.

Fdan il-ktieb nitkellem dwar it-
tama li wiehed isib art ahjar wara vjagg
qalb il-mewg. Bhall-migranti l-ohra
ta’ qabilhom, dawn tallum qed ifittxu
artijiet aktar sinjuri u aktar produttivi
minn dawk li qed ihallu warajhom.
Dawn huma Ulissi 1-godda. Bhal
Ulisse tal-imghoddi, dawn l-emigranti
qeghdin jiehdu rotot hziena biex jidhlu
f’portijiet li qatt ma raw qabel. B’hekk
bhalma gara fl-Odissea klassika, l-ilsien
originali jithallat ma’ forom appartenti
u diversi djaletti Griegi, u b’hekk dawn
il-hsejjes jassumu espressjoni ta’ kant li
twieldet biex tesprimi idea essenzjali u
divulgattiva mill-muzika moderna.

Izda ma din il-muzika gdida,
ghandna wkoll l-esperjenza ta® Ulisse.
Fdin l-istess grajja ta® Omeru ghandha
l-immagni jew is-sinifikat ta’ xi tfisser
Odissea. Tfisser dak li hu mibghut.

Imma ghaliex il-muzika hija
dagshekk importanti fi-
immigrazzjoni?

Meta wiehed ihares lejn l-immigranti
Taljani, Fracizi, Irlandizi, Ungerizi,
Lhud u Slavi li marru I-Amerika u

>
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maghhom wiehed izid I-ilsiera suwed li
gew mehlusa, wiehed jara li wara t-tieni
u t-tielet generazzjoni, dawn holqu
mixghela wahdanija, unika u ma tistax
tkun repetuta ta’ tradizzjonijiet etnici
u kulturali li saru ingredjenti magici ta’
mixja muzikali tas-seklu ghoxrin.
L-ghanjiet tal-bidu tas-seklu l-iehor
li lum wiehed jisma fuq ir-rad kienu

jkantaw id-dieqa ta® persuni, imma

anke l-ferh taghhom. Kienu jkantaw
in-nostalgija u d-distanza tal-boghod
minn pajjizhom. Kienu jkantaw dwar
l-isperenzi u l-aspirazzjonijiet taghhom.
Kienu jkantaw dwar is-solitudni u anke
l-lealta u fratellanza u d-differenza ta’
bejniethom. L-ghana, bhal f’kull parti

ohra tad-dinja, issir vitali. II-muzika hija

kuntatt man-nies li qed jinzlu minn fuq

id-dghajjes f’post iehor tad-dinja.

Hekk hu. Niehu pjacir nghid li llum
id-difiza tal-wassal tal-immigranti hija
mhaddna fl-Italja mill-Knisja Kattolika.
Ilum id-dinja Kristjana ma tagbilx u hija
kontra decizjonijiet li qed jiehu I-Ministru
tal-Intern Taljan Matteo Salvini. Wiehed
irid ifakkar li 1-Konferenza tal-Isqfijiet




Taljani intervjeniet favur il-immigranti
u tkellmet kontra 1-Ministru tal-Intern
Ma din il-

mobilitazzjoni tal-Kattoli¢i, hemm is-

Taljan Matteo Salvini.

sostenn ta’ denominazzjonijiet Kristjani
ohra fosthom dawk tal-Valdesi u tal-
knejjes protestanti. Min jaf, forsi anke
I-Patrijarka t& Moska jihu azzjoni. Zgur
li ghaddejjin kuntatti bejn iz-zewg nahat.

Permezz tal-appell li Papa Francesco

|
|
\
\

|
i
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ghamel mill-Panama, sar il-lehen virtwali
tal-Kristjani kollha (u mhux biss tal-
Kattolici) - xi haga li qatt ma grat qabel.
L-immigranti li gew ipparagunati ma
Gest. Wiehed irid jiftakar 1i l-knejjes
Evangelici kienu protagonisti fil-glieda
kontra l-iskjavitli fis-sekli li ghaddew
u l-lehen taghhom, huwa bhal dik
il-qanpiena, li wiehed ma jistax ma

jismaghhiex.

Ma niddejjagx nuri li jien ghandi
empatija lejn l-immigranti li gejjin
mill-bahar.
dghajjes ifakkruna fdawk l-opri tal-

Forsi dawn l-imbarki u

bahar maghrufa bhala ‘il-bastimenti
tal-imgienen’. Lejn l-ahhar tal-Medju
Evu, fdawn il-bastimenti kienu jigu
mitfugha persuni bi problemi mentali
ibeghduhom  mill-belt.
mitqiesa persuni mhux milqugha fis-

biex Kienu
so¢jetd ta zmienhom. Hekk inhoss L
ged jigri llum mal-immigranti. Ghalija
dawn id-dghajjes huma d-dghajjes tal-
imgienen. Ghalija l-argument li qed isir
mill-Ministru Salvini, specjalment il-
kliem “impedird che sbarchino sul suolo
italiano spacciatori e stupratori” huwa

wiehed simplistiku ghall-ahhar.

Certament li meta minn halq il-
Ministru tal-Intern johorgu proklami
bhal din jigifieri li “se jzomm l-isbark
tal-ispaccaturi jew l-istupraturi’, dan qed
iwassal biex in-nies jibdew jahsbu li dawk
li se jizbarkaw, qeghdin jizbarkaw biex
jaghmlu reat. Dan iwassal biex tinholoq

KULTURA

dik li tista’ titqies bhala ‘caccia al migrante’
jew ‘il-kacca ghall-immigrant’

Dan hu I-mod li llum qged nahsbu
fuq l-immigranti. Dan qed isehh ghax
l-istati mhux qed jiehduha fughom li
jorganizzaw huma l-vjaggi tal-immigranti
kif kien jigri fis-sekli tal-imghoddi.
Anke fdak iz-zmien kien hemm min
ipprova jivvjagga bmod irregolari billi
jitla abbord u jistahba fl-istiva. Dawn

l-imbarki irregolari kienu wasslu biex issir
legizlazzjoni kwazi univoka u kondiviza
minn kulhadd biex

l-pajjizi u anke d-dirittjiet tal-immigrant.

tissalvagwardja

Dawk li jissejhu ‘Commissari di bordo;,
Funzjonarji tad-Dwana u 1-Pulizija kienu
jaraw li l-emigrant huwa skont il-ligijiet
tal-istat. Fl-Istati Uniti I-kontroll gie estiz
anke ghall-bastimenti li kienu qed iwasslu

lill-immigranti.

l-bahar
ghandux konfini. Izda llum il-bahar qed

Irridu niftakru i

ma

narawh bhala barriera, post ta® konfini.
II-Ministru tal-Intern Taljan irnexxielu
jdawwar dan il-bahar f’konfini. Jien
wiehed minn dawk li nemmen fdik li
tissejjah socjeta mitfuha. Dawk bhali li
jemmnu f’so¢jeta miftuha ghandhom
agenda differenti minn dawk li jemmnu
f’socjetd maghlugqa. Ghalija dawk li
jemmnu f’soc¢jetd maghluqa qed jiehdu
lill-Ttalja u 1-Ewropa ghall-era kolonjali.
Dakli qed jghid Salvini ifakkarni fil-ktieb
ta® Kipling The White Man’s Burden.
Fuq kollox, il-mudell li qed jipproni

6
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< Salvini ma jidhlux fil-mudell u sistema
marittima u wisq aktar fil-mudell tal-
kultura tal-bahar 1i thaddmu matul is-
sekli. Salvini rnexxielu jikkriminalizza
s-salvatagg fuq il-bahar. Anke jekk
hawn qed nitkellmu fuq ghajnuna,
dan il-mudell ma jidholx fil-kuncett
tieghi ta’ ekonomija tal-bahar. Lanqas
dan il-mudell ma jidhol mal-istorja
ta’ aktar minn 80Uy »ort li ghandha
1-Italja jew fl-istorja ta’ aktar minn 8000
kilometru ta’ kosta Taljana. Il-portijiet
irrapprezentaw matul is-sekli dak li bl-
Ingliz jissejjah “a place of safety” ghall-
bahhara kollha tal-Mediterran.

Allura inti tagbel mal-
fatt li Salvini ghandu jkun
ipprocessat?

Dazgur li le. Nixtieq infakkrek fuq
diskussjoni li kelli mieghek fuq Facebook
kwazi sitt xhur ilu. Konna ddjalogajna
dwar l-istorja tal-vapur Diciotti. Hemm
kont ghamilha ¢ara li jien kontra l-‘avviso
di reato’ li gie mghoddi lil Salvini fuq
sekwestru ta’ persuni anke jekk jien
kontra bsahhti kollha ghall-politika ta’
Salvini dwar l-immigrazzjoni. Ilum
nerga’ nikkonferma din il-pozizzjoni,
anke jekk il-Ministru tal-Interni baqa’
ostili lejn l-immigranti.
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wiched jitl fug bastiment biex

ngmﬁn 'zé—é

Imma int favur it-traffikar tal-
immigranti?

Jien kontra li dan il-fenomenu jkun
ikkriminalizzat. Dak li jrid jigri hu li dan
il-fenomenu jigi organizzat permezz ta’
vjagg regolari fuq il-bahar ghad-dawl
tax-xemx. It-transport tal-immigranti
irid ikunu affidat lil kumpaniji tal-bahar
professjonali. Dan ifisser li ried ikun
garantit rapport rec¢iproku u diplomatiku
bejn il-pajjizi kollha tal-Unjoni Ewropea.
Mum, dan ir-rapport recipriku huwa
nieqges.

Sallum, ghal dan it-traffiku
immorali u viljakk ta’ dawk li gew
definiti  bhala

huwa illegali, wassal biex fil-bahar

klandestini ~ ghaliex
Mediterran mietu sa mill-bidu tas-seklu
wiehed u ghoxrin, ’il fuq minn 20,000
persuna. Dawn il-persuni ma kinux
nies delinkwenti. Dawn kienu nies li
qed ifittxu hajja ahjar. Fuq kollox, xorta
waslu fl-Ewropa ’il fuq minn madwar
zewg miljuni ta’ persuni. Biss xorta dan
ma jirrapprezentax numru kbir. Dawn
l-immigranti jirrapprezentaw madwar
0,5 ghal kull 1,000 tal-popolazzjoni
kollha Ewropea.

Bhekk meta qed nitkellmu i
inzommu dan l-influss migratorju u
ankef’termini ta’ numri, qed nitkellmu

2

fuq ftit mijiet ta’ persuni. Fuq kollox meta
l-pajjizi qed jitkellmu li jgassmu dawn
l-immigranti bejniethom, ged jitkellmu
fuq alkemiji politici Ewropej li qabel
kollox ged iwasslu biex izommu din is-
sistema ta’ traffiku illegali li verament
qed igawdu minnha organizzazzjonijiet
kriminali. Imma fuq kollox tfisser
li qeghdin ninnegaw il-principji
fundamentali li jinsabu fid-Dikjarazzjoni
universali tad-Drittijiet tal-Bniedem kif
ivvutata fl-10 Dicembru tal-1948 mill-

Assemblea tal-Gnus Maghquda.

Imma inti persuna intolleranti?

Nammetti li jien ukoll intolleranti
lejn dawk 1i jaffermaw “li  dawn
immigranti ghandhom jibqghu fid-dar
taghhom, jew inkellna ghandhom jigu
mghejjuna fl-Afrika” Jien nikkundanna
dawk kollha ghad-dizunur ta’ dejjem.
Ghaliex naf li mhux necessarju li
wiehed jitla® fuq bastiment biex isir
immigrant jew biex jghix mijiet ta
kilometri 1-boghod minn fejn twieled.
Bhalma parti kbira min-nies li emigraw,
ikkonsidraw il-geografija mhux bhala
impediment izda bhala ghazla ta’ post
fejn se jmmorru jghixu. Dan hu ktieb
bi stejjer ta’ immigranti 1i ghamlu din
1-ghazla.




KULTURA

66

M: +356 9940 5884“ ‘
Work Shop N mber




Pastizz

S lLrenE o AL g

1radizzjom /

jew Industrija «

|
\
\

SIMON MERCIECA

T dgar u siehbu Stefan illum
!§—<§ imexxu wahda mill-aktar fabbriki

L fMaltali tipproduci pastizzi fuq
skala industrijali. Mort personalment
fil-fabbrika taghhom li tinsab fil-qasam
industrijali tal-Marsa u ggib l-isem
ta’ Pastizzeria Galea. Din il-fabbrika
tipprodu¢i madwar 20,000 pastizz
kuljum. Quddiem din il-kwantita kbira
ta’ pastizzi gharrixt maghhom jekk huma
jahsbux li qeghdin joqtlu tradizzjoni li
ghaddewlna n-nanniet taghna

It-twegiba taghhom kienet unanima:
‘definittivament le. Bhala storiku ninsab
cert li ghandhom ragun. Jien niftakar
zmien, fis-snin sebghin u bidu tas-snin
tmenin, meta hafna kienu jahsbu li din
is-sengha ma kellhiex futur. Niftakar
pastizzara li ma kellhomx ghaxja ta’ lejla.
Naf pastizzara li mietu ‘povri. Din hija
kelma gejja mit-Taljan 1i tfisser persuna

li tmut u I-familja ma jkollhiex flus biex
thallas ghall-funeral taghha. Bhekk il-
funeral kien isir mill-istat. Min jaf kemm
il-persuna fl-imghoddi beda jahdem ta
pastizzar u kellu jemigra ghax lanqas kien
jirnexxilu jaqlaghha u jiekolha.

int Farasion e tal. Pactir
et fazijiet storici tal-Pastizz

I-hidma tal-pastizzar fl-imghoddi
kienet tibda kmieni hafna. Kien iqum
jaghgen l-ghagina hafna sieghat qabel it-
tlugh ix-xemx. Fi zmien meta f’Malta ma
kienx hawn il-fran domestici jew cookers,
kif bdejna
riedu jinhmew fi fran li kienu jahdmu
bil-hatab. Hafna mill-pastizzara kienu

insejhulhom,  il-pastizzi

jmorru ghand tal-forn u jitolbu lil Alla
li ma jahraqilhomx. Wara kienu johrogu
jbighuhom fuq xi turtiera. Minn hawn
harget I-ghajta ‘shan u tajbin’

Ohrajn, iffortunati, kien
ikollhom il-hanut zghir taghhom. Fih
kien ikollhom xi forn zghir. Dawn kienu
maghrufa bhala tat-t¢ jew Titotla kif
kienu anke jsejhulhom. Il-kelma “Titotla
gejja mill-Ingliz u tfisser ‘tea total, ghaliex

aktar

dawn il-hwienet ma kinux ibighu alcohol
izda te biss. Kien zmien fejn il-pastizzi

Edgar Buttigieg

KULTURA

kienu jinbighu fil-hwienet tax-xorb ukoll,
spec¢jalment il-Hadd filghodu. Biss dawn
il-hwienet tax-xorb ma kinux maghrufa
bhala Titotla.

Il-produzzjoni tal-pastizzi nbidlet
wara t-Tieni Gwerra. Fis-snin hamsin, il-
prezenza ta fran domestic¢i u industrijali
zdiedet u dawn dahhlu lill-pastizz Malti
fit-tieni Il-fran

domesti¢i ma baqghux xi haga tal-familji

generazzjoni tieghu.

tan-nies tas-servizzi jew tas-sinjuri.

Maghhom gew il-fran industrijali.
Dawn bdew jippermettu biex il-pastizzi
jinhmew fil-hwienet stess. Bdew anki
jaslu l-freezers. Dawn bdew bil-mod
joqtlu I-bejgh tal-pastizzi fuq l-idejn. Izda
xorta dan ma kienx bizzejjed biex din
it-tradizzjoni tibqa. Xorta 1-hwienet tal-
pastizzi komplew jghalqu.

Biss kemm Edgar u siehbu Stefan
jagblu li dawk il-pastizzara li mxew
maz-zminijiet u kienu bilghaqal, dawn
salvaw. L-industrijalizzazzjoni u l-wasla
tal-fran domestici salvaw il-pastizz Malti.
Il-pastizzi setghu issa jsiru fid-djar bl-
akbar kumditd. Izda hemm fattur iehor
li forsi ftit naghtu kasu. L-emigrazzjoni
halliet impatt fuq dan il-prodott Malti.

Kienu l-Maltin It emigraw Ii raw fdan

Stefan Busuttil
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il-prodott process, li waqt li jzomm mat-
tradizzjoni, kellu jigi zviluppat fuq linji
moderni. [I-Maltin emigranti riedu jieklu
dawk il-prodotti 1i kienu jieklu Malta.
Biss fil-pajjiz li laqghu l-emigrant Malti
sabu metodi godda ta® manigment u ta
pprocessar li f’Malta ta dik il-habta ma
kellhomzx. Ikunu dawn il-processi koltha
flimkien li wasslu biex il-pastizz Malti
dahal fit-tielet generazzjoni tieghu. Ikun
f'dan it-tielet process jibdew isiru bmod
industrijali u jidhlu fil-kultura maghrufa
bhala dik tal-‘fresh frozen pasta

&

remm tradizzjonali?

o

Biex nithem ahjar din il-kultura,
komplejt nitkellem ma’ Edgar u Stefan.
Fi kliem semplici, din il-frazi tirriferri
ghal dawk il-prodotti kollha tal-ghagina li
jibgghu friski, izda (frizati. Il-pastizzi llum
qged jinbighu nejjin tal-friza.

Edgar qalli i s-suécess taghhom
jinsab fil-fatt i jlestu prodott tajjeb
izda nej. Imbaghad wiehed jista® jixtri
l-pastizzi u jahmihom huwa. Hawnhekk,
kemm Edgar u Stefan hadu vantagg
mill-industrijalizzazzjoni. Sas-snin
sebghin, hadd ma kien johlom Ii jixtri
l-pastizzi nejjin. Kien pastizzar gewwa
r-Rabat, maghruf bhala Ta’ Sura, li beda
din it-tradizzjoni. Niftakar ta’ tifel konna
mmorru ghandu biex nixtru pastizzi
ffrizati. Dan il-hanut ilum huwa maghlug.
1l-blast
produzzjoni tal-pastizzi nejjin li jibqghu

freezing ghamel possibli I-
jzommu t-toghma taghhom fuq skala
industrijali.

Biss quddiem din il-fazi gdida, x’baqa’
tradizzjonali? Ir-risposta ta’ Edgar u Stefan
kienet ¢ara. Fdik Ii hija ghagna, din illum
issir bil-magni. Ma ghadux iz-zmien fejn
il-pastizzar jaghgen l-ghagina blidejh. Dan
kien jaghmlu ghax ma kienx jiflah jixtri
l-magna tal-ghagina li fl-imghoddi kienet
tinsab fil-fran. Din kienet tiddawwar biz-
ziemel. Biss fdik li hija hadma, jigifieri
fil-mod ta kif isir dak 1i jissejjah, ir-ragg,
dan baga jsir bl-idejn fil-Pastizzeria
Galea. Fuq kollox, jien u nitkellem
maghhom, fhimt ghaliex il-prodotti ta

din il-kumpanija lili joghgbuni. Fdawk li
huma ingredjenti, huma Zammew mat-
tradizzjoni. Huma zammew mal-uzu tal-
irkotta Maltija. Il-pastizzi u kull prodott
iehor li jaghmlu u li fih l-irkotta, dan
isir bl-irkotta Maltija. Huma spjegawli li
jixtru mat-tunellata rkotta kuljum. Sahqu
mieghi li anke jekk l-irkotta Maltija tiswa
aktar fis-suq minn dik li tigi minn barra,
xorta zZammew mat-tradizzjoni u baqghu
juzawha, ghaliex dik Maltija tinhadem
bmod differenti minn dik Taljana. Dan hu
wiehed mill-fatturi li jaghti dik it-toghma
partikolari lill-prodotti taghhom. dawk
tal-pizelli baqghu jsir ukoll kif kienu jsiru
dari, jigifieri minn pizelli nixfin li wara
li jixxarrbu ghal numru ta sighat, dawn
jitghallew biex wara jinhmew fl-ghagina
tal-pastizzi.

Khemm Industrijali

B'mod provokatorju stagsejt lit Edgar
u lil Stefan xnehhew minn dak li hu
tradizzjonali fl-imghoddi Malti. Stefan
qalli li l-pastizzi fil-passat kienu jkunu
kollha jqattru z-zejt. Dan hu minnu. Ta
tifel niftakar il-borza tal-karti li kienu
jkunufihakienissir trasparenti, tant kemm
kien ikollhom zejt fihom. Dan ghaliex
l-ghagina sfirjurata kienet tinhadem
mix-xaham. Illum, din tinhadem minn
margerina li hija aktar tajba ghas-sahha.
Dak li fittxew li jaghmlu, kemm Stefan
u Edgar, huwa li jzommu t-tradizzjoni
tal-ghagina 1li tqarme¢ ~ ingredjent
primarju li jaghmel lill-pastizz Malti
dak Ii hu. Biss il-produzzjoni tal-pastizzi
baqghu jinhadmu bl-idejn, jigifieri dak
li jissejjah ir-rogg jew il-bezzun twil tal-
ghagina, dan ghadu jinhadem bl-idejn fil-
Pastizzeria Galea. Wara dan jitqatta’ bicca,
bi¢ca. Biex jippruvaw dan il-punt, gabuli
pastizz li hmew ftit qabel u spjegawli li
fdak li huma kontenut baqghu fidili lejn
il-pastizz Malti. Kien wiehed tal-pizelli.
Ikolli nammeti, kien kif inhobbu jien,
bdik id-dagsxejn ta mluha fih.

Tant kemm jitkellmu b'passjoni fuq
ix-xoghol taghhom li stagsejthom kemm
ilhom fil-‘catering. It-tnejn qaluli 1

KULTURA

huma ma humiex gejjin mill-qasam tal-
ikel. Edgar iggradwa fl-IT. Gara li wara
i ggradwa beda jahdem f’kumpanija
kbira tal-produzzjoni tal-hobz. Stefan
beda fit-tessuti. Wara mar jahdem fdin
l-istess kumpanija fejn kien jahdem
Edgar u t-tnejn iltaqghu. Minn hemm
nibtet il-hajra taghhom i jidhlu fil-
‘catering. Giet opportunitd fejn xtraw
il-kumpanija Pastizzeria Galea. Din
kienet giet imwaqqfa minn Frans Galea
u Oreste Mercieca. Minn hawn hareg
l-isem tal-kumpanija li llum tipproduci
tipi differenti t&® prodotti marbuta mal-
ghagin iffrizat. Edgar baga marbut
mal-qasam tal-informattika tant li beda
jispjegali kif dan il-qasam ghenu biex
isahhah il-business tieghu.

Biss hemm fattur iehor li Edgar u
Stefan hadu mill-industrijalizzazzjoni.
L-ekonomista maghruf Adam Smith
(1723-1790) kien gharaf il-bzonn tal-
ispecjalizzazzjoni. Dan hu dak li jaghti
vantagg lill-industrija fuq ohra. Minghajr
ma qgraw lil Smith, huma qed jimxu fuq
il-passi tieghu. Qaluli li huma ghandhom
hames haddiema, minn numru ikbar

3

ta haddiema, jahdmu biss fuq il-
produzzjoni tal-pastizzi. Kulhadd ghandu
lI-qasam jew l-ispeéjalizzazzjoni tieghu.
Min hu fuq il-mili. Min hu fuq I-ghagina.
Kull haddiem bl-ispecjalizzazzjoni tieghu
halli t-toghma ma tvarjax. Biss imbaghad
bhekk il-
prodotti taghhom mhumiex marbuta ma’

ma ghandhomx outlets,

branding. Huwa jispecjalizzaw fuq dak li
jissejjah wholesale.

Minn din id-diskursata twila gharaf
kemm l-industrializzazzjoni salvat lill-
pastizz Malti. Huma l-intraprendituri,
bhal Edgar u Stefan, li marru ghall-
industrializzazzjoni 1i ged jiggarantixxi
1-futur tal-pastizz Maltin. Min ma nnovax
kellu jaghlaq. B'hekk nies bhal Edgar u
Stefan qed jiggarantixxu li I-pastizz jibqa’
l-ikel tal-massa tal-poplu. Dan ifisser li
jista’ jibqa, kif dejjem kien, prodott tajjeb
u irhis. Bhekk l-industrijalizzazzjoni
marbuta mat-

ghenitu biex jibgd

tradizzjonijiet tal-ikel Malti.
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Gmiel il-Gebla Maltija.

MARIKA AZZOPARDI

accati ta’ djar, knejjes u skulturi
huma fost dawk li fihom tispikka
l-eleganza tal-gebla Maltija. Ma’
dan imma mbaghad ghandek fattur
iehor li permezz tieghu wiehed jista
japprezza l-kwalitajiet tal-gebla Maltija.
Qeghdin nitkellmu dwar l-iskultura, fejn
artiggjani bhal Charlie Mallia u wliedu
Reuben u Kevin huma kapaci jipproducu
prodotti uniku mill-gebla Maltija.
Mallia Stoneworks illum
mghandhom bzonn ebda intoduzzjoni.

Maghrufin sew fost il-Maltin ul-barranin

ghall-kapacitajiet li ghandhom biex
jittrasformaw il-gebla Maltija fi skultura
mill-isbah, f’figuri jew oggetti ohra.
Kapacitajiet 1i malajr tithem ghaliex
Mallia Stone Works komplew ikabbru
biex illum qed jipproducu dan ix-xoghol
minn post akbar fil-qasam industrijali
f’Hal Luqa. Forsi malajr wiehed jasal
biex jahseb li Charles Mallia kien minn
dejjem jahdem fdan il-qasam. Xejn
minn dan. L-ewwel xoghol ta’ Charlie
ma kienx fil-gebla Maltija. Dan kien
impjegat bhala operatur ma’ fabbrika
li tipproduc¢i x-xorb. Izda l-imhabba
tieghu lejn l-arti kienet sa minn ckunitu
kull ftit tal-hin liberu li kien ikollu
dejjem tarah ipingi jew inaqqax xi haga
f’xi gebla li tkun mormija. Meta Charlie

ghamel il-hsieb li jiftah bix-xoghol

tal-gebel mar ikellem lill-imghallem
u minhabba li kien impjegat rispettat
hafna, il-fabbrika fejn kien jahdem
appoggatu u anke refghetlu I-impjieg
f’kaz li ma jirnexxix fix-xoghol tal-
gebla. Izda Charlie baqa’ qatt ma mar
lura. Mhux biss kien success u ghamel
isem ghalih innifsu, talli anke ghallem lil
uliedu mhux biss kif jahdmu l-gebel izda
kif jittrattaw lill-klijent dagslikieku kien
membru tal-familja.

“Dejjem naghzlu l-ahjar kwalita
fil-gebla. Ghax fl-ahhar mill-ahhar lill-
klijent trid taghtih gebla ta’ kwalita kif
jixraglu”

Hu jispjega li hafna drabi x-xoghol
jorigina mill-hsieb tal-klijent jew minn
xi ritratt, wara nkomplu nizviluppaw il-

hsieb flimien mal-klijent.
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Kif wiehed jista® jistenna, Mallia
Stoneworks kienu responsabbli minn
ghadd kbir ta xoghlijiet fi knejjes,
kappelli, palazzi u bini antik.

“Meta jkun qed isir restawr u tibdil
ta’ gebel minn post antik, trid tkun
preciz biex tirrispetta l-ideat ta’ min kien
hadem ix-xoghol Zmien ilu. Fkazi bhal
dawn trid tifhem li mintix qed tohloq xi
haga gdida izda qed terga’ taghti 1-hajja
lil xi haga li kien holoq haddiehor”

Mallia Stoneworks jaghmel ukoll

ghadd kbir ta’ xoghlijiet fi djar privati

u negozji. Xogholhom ma ssibux biss

f’Malta imma kien hemm okkazjonijiet
fejn xogholhom gie esportat ukoll,
fosthom balavostri li kienu esportati lejn
diversi postijiet fi Sqallija, funtana li llum
tinsab f’Isle of Man, fireplaces li marru
I-Italja u diversi ohrajn.

Kif jiddikjara l-artiggjan Charles
Mallia, “ix-xoghol fil-gebla mhux wiehed
facli. Irid ikun fqalbek ghax il-bgija ma
tkampax. Mhux facli tghaddi xitwa shiha
idejk mal-gebel imxarrab li jkun kiesah

dags is-silg, jew sajf f'dik is-shana kollha.
Apparti t-toqol tal-gebel innifsu. Dnub li
din is-snajja 1 quddiem jaf tispic¢a ghax
kulhadd jixtieq li wliedu jahdmu xoghol
pulit u bla tbatija”

Mallia Stoneworks -

M@UStoneworks 21462439/99202242; .

mallia.stoneworks@gmail.com;

Your imagination is the only limie

http://facebook.com/mallia stone works
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