The study also looks at the diverse forms of engagement varying from mere
attendance to co-creation and active collaboration with specific target groups.
Mixed methods were used to promote projects but the extensive range of events
meant that projects were also competing for limited resources and audiences.
About the European dimension, generally, respondents felt that their project
themes were relevant to international audiences and that their projects had
export potential. The island theme and Malta’s geographical position was
interpreted as an opportunity to create meaningful international connections.
Local producers working with the Foundation experienced certain difficulties
when collaborating with a minority of international practitioners.
Way Forward
This analysis has been completed just before the end of the ECoC, such that the
overall reflection by programmers and producers may not yet be fully apparent and
articulated. A further update in 2019 is recommended to allow the main programme
contributors to have more detachment and time for hindsight reflection.
Moreover, this report focuses on the perspectives of those directly involved
in programme delivery. Further studies may also explore the attitudes of local
creative practitioners who did not participate in the Cultural Programme. Such
perspectives could provide information on why creatives may be alienated and
what barriers to participation they perceive.

THE IMPACT OF VALLETTA 2018 ON THE EUROPEAN
IDENTITY OF THE MALTESE POPULATION
Dr Marcello Carammia and Dr Marie Briguglio with
Mr Gilmour Camilleri
Objectives
This research study aims to analyse the impact of Valletta 2018 by examining
whether ‘European identity’ may be affected by the programme, to what extent,
and among what segments of the population.
Methodology
This study applies a four year (2015-2018) mixed-method impact assessment
approach to monitor European identity in the Maltese society, and the impact
of Valletta 2018 on it. Desktop research conducted in 2015 provided the
background for the study. In 2016, a quantitative large-scale survey was carried
out to obtain systematic data on European identity and awareness of Valletta
2018 early in the ECoC project. In 2017, focus group discussions were carried
out to obtain deeper qualitative insights.
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In 2018 the quantitative survey was repeated with interviews conducted in the
last quarter of 2018 to provide a systematic comparison of European identity
before and after Valletta 2018. This formed the object of the final impact
assessment study, which was also submitted at the end of 2018.
Results
The findings from the 2018 wave of the survey confirm and reinforce the results
of the first wave. As expected, awareness, active participation and attendance of
Valletta 2018 events were higher in wave two compared to wave one. Respondents
attending events of Valletta 2018 as a European Capital of Culture tended to be
employed, married and of older age. This demographic also correlated with proEuropean preferences – audiences tend to be those who perceive the European
Union as beneficial. Correlation analysis indicates that indeed Valletta 2018 does
relate to European identity. This relationship depends on how European-ness
is defined: not all definitions show a relationship with exposure to Valletta 2018
participation. A closer look at the identity variable reveals that attachment to Europe
remains at the same average level while a higher share sees Malta’s membership
to European Union as beneficial and as a good thing both at personal and country
level. There were lower preference for intervention on immigration and a weaker
positive view on the EU having consequences. Other correlates of “European-ness”,
include interest in politics, labour status, marital status and age. It is worth noting that
knowledge of the EU presidency (which was also held in Malta, and which is also a
form of exposure) also correlates with European identity.
Way forward
In addition to providing important insights on exposure to Valletta 2018 and European
identity in Malta, the 2018 survey was designed to contribute to the Valletta 2018
final report. Comparative statics between 2016 and 2018 shed useful insights on
what changed before and after the event. Correlation analysis enables us to identify
the relationships that continue to exist between 2018. Regression analysis (using
panel data) will enable us to elicit any causal effects while parsing out the effects
of confounding variables. This will constitute the kind of analysis to be conducted,
going forward.
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