TISLIM IL-GHARAB

In-nies tax-Xerq, kienu minn
dejjem, u ghadhom issa, marbutin
wisq mad-drawwiet il-qodma tagh-
hom; sewwa drawwiet li jmissu
d-Djiena, kemm li jmissu l-ghajla u
d-dar u l-imgieba tajba. Ghaddew
mijiet ta’ snin, u mijiet ohra ghad
iridu jghaddu u d-drawwiet taghhom
ma ‘thiddlux, u anqas ma jidher li
ghad jitbiddlu. Il-ghajla, id-Djiena u
l-ilbies taghhom baqghu dejjem bla
mibdtla, barra minn xi tibgil zghir
li m’hux ta’ min iqisu.

Ghad 1i lil wisq nies Ewropin
drawwiet .il-Gharab  jidhru ghariba,
jekk tarahom minn qrib u tiflihom
sewwa, issib fihom wisq x’wiehed jit-

" ghallem u jfahhar. Min ma semghax

bl-imgiba tajba tal-Gharab mal-bar-
rAni? Il-Gharab minhom infushom
huma nies li jhobbu jgibu ruhhom
tajjeb ( u drabi tajjeb iz-zejjed) mal-
ghorba u mal-hbieb. Ghandhom
ghozza hekk kbira ghall-ohrajn, li
drabi jibqghu huma nfushom negsin
mill-mehtieg, u jseffqu wicchom u jis-
selfu, biex jaraw hieni lil min jidhol
taht is-saqaf taghhom. II-Gharbi,
huwa u miexi, sew fil-ghodu kemm
fil-ghaxija, jsellem lil kull min jil-
taqa’ mieghu, u jsellimlu bi kliem
mill-isbah, Fil-ghodu: Nhdrek sa-
ghid!, jew Sabah in-nur! Jigifieri:
“‘(Nixtieqlek) nhar rizqu tajjeb !** jew
‘‘(Nixtieqlek) ghodwa mdawla !** jew
fil-ghaxija: Lejltek saghida! jew
Mesek bil-hajr! Jigifieri: ‘“Lejla
rizgha tajjeb”, jew: “Il-ghaxija
tieghek tkun bil-gid !”’. Inkella: Alla
jahfzak !, jew ukoll: Is-saldm ghalik !
Jigifieri: ‘“Alla jharsek !”’ jew ‘Is-
sliema tkun fuqek!’”” Meta tismagh-
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hom isellmulek hekk, tisthajjlek
ghiejed tghix fost l-ewwel Insara, li
mimlijin bl-imhabba lejn ghajrhom,
kienu jsellmu wiehed lill-iehor b’dik
it-tislima 1i 1-Mulej Gesu kien sellem
biha lill-Appostli fie-Cenaklu, wara li
gam minn bejn l-imwiet. Dan it-
tislim jaqbel wisq biex wiehed jibda
tajjeb in-nhar, ghax jimla l-qalb bil-
hegga u s-sahha, bit-tama u t-twem-
min; u jekk iiltaga’ ma xi ghawg
minn ghodu, u la jiddallam il-mohh,
anqas titbattal il-qalb mis-sliema.

Palestina — Zewgt irgiel Gharab
isellmu Uil aulxin; wiehed minnhom
liebes ‘‘farwa”, jew gakketta tal-
gild tal-hrief bis-suf b’kollox.

Il-laqgha ta’ zewgt ihbieb Gharab
u t-tislim li jsellmu lil xulxin, lill-
Ewropin aktarx Ii ggieghlhom jidhku;
imma meta tifhimhom, juru wisq
irqaqat tal-imgiba tajba Gharbija. Il-
laqgha tkun dejjem twila u mimlija



bi kliem li ilu jinghad mijiet kbar ta’

snin, min-nisel ghal nisel. U b’tislim

i ma jehda qatt, li jfixkel lil min ma

jkunx imharreg fih. Il-hbieb, malli

jaraw wiehed lill-iehor, jersqu lejn
*

“Sliem ghalik, ghaziz Abu-Tbrahim.
(2) Kif int? °K Alla jrid, tajjeb!”’

“Sliem ghalik, ghaziz Abu-Habib.
Merhba bik ! Jien ghal hniena t’Alla,
tajjeb. U int? ’K Alla jrid, tajjeb
int ukoll !°*

“Nizzi hajr °1 Alla, tajjeb. Alla
jharsek minn kull hséara.”

“Nizzik hajr. Alla jtawwallek
ghomrok u jbierkek, u jharsek ghal

uliedek, Alla jberikom. Kif inhuma ?*’

“‘Ghal hniena t’Alla, tajbin u jsellu
ghalik. U niesek, kif inhuma ? U mis-
sierek u ommok, u I-mara u t-tfal —
Alla  jberikom — ’k Alla jrid ma
ghandhom xejn ta’ hsara’’,

“Nizzi hajr °’1 Alla, tajbin kemm
jista’ jkun u jbustlek idejk.’*’

‘“Alla jharsek u jtawwallek ghom-
rok, ghaziz Abu-Habib. Imma — Alla
jbierkek — tidhirli li int itwal minn
qabel !

“Sidna jharsek minn kull deni,
ghaziz Abu-Ibrahim. Xollox minn
Alla, it-tul u l-qosor; kollox minn
Alla !”

“Tas-sew, Hija s-sewwa. Kollox jigi
minn Alla. Alla hanin u kbir. Im-
bierka I-libsa l-gdida 1i ghandek.
Qeghda sew ghad-daqs tieghek. ‘K
Alla jrid tkunlek libsa tas-sahha u
I-ghafja’’

“Alla  jharsek u jlibbsek il-libsa
tar-rizq u l-ghana, lilek ukoll. Kif
inhi I-qaghda? °K Alla jrid kollox
sew P

‘“Tajba tas-sew, nizzi hajr °1 Alla.
U tieghek ? U kif inhuma hbiebna u
dawk 1i jafuna? *K Alla jrid tajbin.”

xulxin, jaghfsu l-id il-leminija
l-wiehed tal-iehor, u mbaghad iqegh-
duha fuq sidirhom. Il-kliem li jghidu
qisu dan li gej, fix-xellug bil-Malti. u
fil-lemin bil-Gharbi (1).

* *

Salamdt, ja ghagizi Abu-Ibrahim.
Kif hdlak? An xdq Alldh, tajjeb !

Salamat, ja ghazizgi Abu-Habib.
Ahlan w sahlan. Ana wal-hamdu °l
Liléh bi hajr, Wa anta? An wxdq
Alldh anta tajjeb !

Al-hamdu °l Illéh b hajr.
jahfzak minn kull qaza.

Aaxkurak. Alldh jtawwal ghomrolk
u jbdarak fik, wa jahfzak li awlddek,
Alldh jubdrak fihom. Kif hdlhom ?

Al-hamdu °l Illéh, tajbin wa jsal-
Imu ghalik. Wa ahlak, kif halhom?
Wa l-wdlidejn, wa s-sidt hormtak ?
Wa l-awldd — Alldh jubdrak fihom
— anxdq Allah ma ilhom xarr.

Al-hamdu °l Illéh, ghala ahsan il-
hdl, wa jabdsu jadajk.

Allah jahfzak w jatdl ghomrok, ja
ghazizi Abu-Habib, wa ldken — Allah
jubdrak fik — #ubajjen i annak
atwal minn al-awwal !

Rabbna jahfzak minn kull qaza,
ja ghazizi Abu-Ibrahim, kollu minn
Allah, at-tul wal-qosor; kollu minn
Alldh !

Sahih Ha’ sahih, koll ai minn Al-
léh. Alléh rahim wa kebir. Mabrik
it-tob el-gedid li lebisha! Muntaseb
ghala qiddek! An adq Alldh jakin
lek téb is-sihha wal-ghafja !

Allah

Allah  jahfzek wa jlabbsek anta
kamdn téb er-rezeq w l-ghana! Kif
al-ahwdl? An wxdq Alléh hajr!

Ghin sahih hajr, wal-hamdu °l Al-
léh. Wa kif ahwdl anta? Wa kif
ahwdl shdbna wa maghrifina?  An
xdq Allah jakdnu bi hajr.
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“Tassew, ghal hniena t’Alla,
kollha" tajbin, u jsellu ghalik. Nitma
li hadd minn tieghek ma ghandu
xejn ta’ hsara®.

“Kull hadd tajjeb. Ibrahim biss
ftit marid. Alla jbieghed minnek id-
deni™ (3). :

Alla kbir u hanin Alla jfejqu ma

jdumx u jaghtih is-sahha !’

““Ma ghandu xejn u ma jdumx ma
jfiq, ’k Alla jrid. Kollox jigi minnu.
Imma ma tridx toqghod ftit, u
nixorbu belgha kafé bis-sahha tie-
ghek ?”’

“Le, nizzik hajr. . Alla jharsek u
jtawwallek hajtek. Dal-waqt jidlam
u ma nistax. Imma Alla jhares il-
kafé u lil sidu, Narga’ narak. Ibqa’
iftakar fija. Is-sliema !’

“Alla jaghtik is-sahha u (ghada)
jaghtik ghodwa tajba.”

*

Jekk iz-zewgt ihbieb Gharab ikunu
minn dawk 1i jghidulhom Bedu (4)
jibqghu sejrin  bil-mistogsijiet; 1-
ewwel ghan-nies, imbaghad wukoll
ghal bhejjem: ghal kelb, ghal hmar,
ghal gemel; ghal moghoz u n-naghag
u l-bagar., Wara li jkunu sagsew
ghal kull hadd u ghal kull haga, kif
ghadna kemm ghedna, jergghu jib-
dew mill-gdid ghal xi darbtejn jew
tlieta, itennu qisu I-kliem kollu
li jkunu qalu qabel. Fl-ahhar
jaghtu x-xewqét it-tajba wiehed Iill-
iehor, u jibghdtu jsellu ghal hbieb.
Qabel ma jinghazlu, jergghu jiehdu
b’id xulxin, jaghfsuha ghafsa qaw-
wija u jmissu sidirhom.

Imma wara dawn il-mistogsijiet u
t-twegibiet kollha, wisq drabi dawn
il-hbieb jregghu jinfirdu bla ma jsiru
jifu ebda héga gdida fuq dak i
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Fil-haqiqa, wal-hamdu 1 Illdh,
kollhom bi hajr w jsallmu ghalik. An
axdq Alldh ma hada minn ahlak gha-
lihu qaza.

Kollhom bi hajr, illa Ibrahim
marid xwejja. Allih jibghed ghannek
kull aarr.

Alléh kebir wa rahin. An adq
Allah ghan qarib jexfihu, wa jaghtih
el-ghafja.

Ma ilu xaj, wa hdlan jatib, an xdq
Alldh. Kollu minn ghandu. Wa liken
ma titfaddal awejje, nawrab fingdn
gahwe bi haseb sihhtelk?

La, axkorak. Alldh, jahfzak wa
jtawwal ghomrok. Id-dinja lejl wa
ma aqdare. Amma® Alldh jahfaz al-
qahwe wa sahibha. Ila l-laga’ Afta-
karni déjmen. Mas-saldma.

Alldéh  jusallamak! Wa (bukra)
bil-hajr !

Palestina — Gharix tax-vaghar
tal-mogho% li jghammru tahtu sajf
u eitwa il-Gharab Bedu, li ma jkoll-
homa dar.

jkunu saqsew. Dan jigri ghax kull
ma jsaqsi l-wiehed, l-iehor iwiegeb
mhux kif ghandu jwiegeb ta’ bil-haqq
imma kif titlob id-drawwa taghhom.
Ghal kull min issaqsih, il-Gharbi,
jwiegeb dejjem li hu tajjeb, imqar
jekk ma jkunx. Fi lsienu dejjem it-



tizzija ta’ hajr °’1 Alla u t-tismija L
kollox jigi Minnu, u li kull ma jibghat
Hu kollu tajjeb, Fost il-Gharab, jekk
turi li trid taf sewwa fuq is-sahha ta’
siehlbek, jew niesu, dak li jkun malajr
jiehu ghalih, Tmurlu t-thissima minn
fuq xuftejh u aktarx jaqta’ l-kliem
habta u sabta. U meta wiehed Ghar-
bi jsagsik: “Kif int?*’, jekk twieg-
bu: ‘Jien tajjeb’’, mill-ewwel min-
ukoll tarah jithanfes. Din tidher haga
ghariba u qisha tad-dahk, imma hekk
hija l-fehma tal-Gharab, li ghalihom,
dejjem u f’kollox, ’l1 Alla ghandha
tinghata l-ewwel u l-akbar hemma.

Barra minn dan, lill-Gharab ma
ghandek qatt issagsihom qasir-qasir:
“Dan ibnek?”” jew: ‘Dan ir-raba
tieghek P’ Imma ghandek dejjem
tghid wara Il-mistogsija: Ghalihu
l-barake, jigifieri: ““Tkun - fuqu
l-barka’’. Ghax inkella il-Gharbi
jahseb li ghandek l-ghira ghalih jew
li dak li jkollu sa tghajjinhulu. Hekk
ukoll jekk lil xi Gharbi taghmillu xi
haga tal-gid, ma jizzikx hajr b’kel-
ma wahda, bhal ma jaghmlu 1-Ewro-
pin, imma dejjem isemmi I-Isem
t’Alla: Alldh isellem idejk, jigifieri:
““Alla jharislek idejk.” Jew ighidlek :
Alléh  jaghtik  il-ghdfje, jigifieri:
“Alla  jaghtik is-sahha’’, u kliem
sabih bhal dan. -

Haga ohra li -Gharab ma jongsu
qatt li jaghmluha, hi, i meta jiltaq-
ghu ma’ habib, jistednuh id-dar biex
jiehu xi haga, l-aktar xi belgha kafe.
II-Gharbi jilga’ lil mistieden b’hafna
tislim u kliem sabih (jghidlek:
Xarraftna,  jigifieri:  “Ghamiltilna
gih*, u int ghandek twiegeb: Ghalina
x-waraf, jigifieri: “Intom ghamiltu
gih lilna”, u hafna kliem bhal dan)
ghal darba, tnejn jew tlieta, biex
jurih il-ferh li ferah biz-zjara tieghu.

Ma jkollux hlief xi kaxxa x’jaghtih
fuqg hiex joqghod, ghax il-Gharab
Fellahin (5) ma jkollhomx ghamara,
Imma dak li ma ghandhomx fid-dar,
ghandhom f’qalbhom, ghax qalb il-
Gharab mimlija bl-imhabba u l-qima
lejn ghajrhom. (6) Il-mistieden ikun

milqugh b’ghozza kbira, u meta
jegibulu l-kafe, ghandu jwiegeb:
Axkurak. An xdq Allah déjmen, u

sGhibhu jghie mahfug minn kull xarr.
Jigifieri: ‘““Nizzik hajr. Ikun ghal
dejjem, u sidu jkun imhares minn
kull deni”’. Fost l-Ewropin, kelma

wahda, ‘‘Nizzik hajr’’, “Thank you®’
i “Grazie”’,

jew: issewwi  kollox,

Palestina — Fellah Gharbi idoqq
ir-rababa lil mistedwin, wara li tagh-
hom il-kahwa. Il-kikkri jidhru hdejh
fil-gabarre.

imma dan ghall-Gharab ma hux biz-

‘zejjed. Ghax huma jhobbu t-takbir,

u jhossu wisq il-kliem sabih u jogh-
xew fuqu.

Meta jizzewweg xi hadd, il-mis-
tieden jghid lill-gharajjes: Alldh
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jubdrak ma ghamiltihu w an w®aq
Alldh tkunu saghidin, jigifieri: “Im-
bierek dak li ghamiltu, u *k Alla jrid,
tkunu henjin”’. U l-gharajjes iwiegbhu:
Alldh  jubdrkek, wa jahfzal minn
kull qaza wa jusghddek fi awlddek.
jigifieri:  ‘“Alla  jbierkek u jharsek
minn kull deni u jgieghlek tkun hieni
b’uliedek’’.

jkun marbat ghal kollox mar-rieda
Tieghu, ma ghandux f’dak li jigrilu
jaghzel bejn it-tajjeb u l-hazin, imma
jais i kull ma jigi minn Alla, kollox
tajjeb. Sa fl-akbar grajja ta’ swied il-
qalb, bhal meta tmur taghtihom il-
ghomor ghal mewt ta’ xi hadd, dak
i jkun ghandu jfakkarhom fit-tajjeb
u mhux fil-hazin. Hekk lil nies il-

Palestina — Dar tal-Fellahin Gharab, minn gewwa.
Jieklu fl-art, minn gewwa friskatur. Jidher is-saqqu
mkebbeb, u fil-genb, il-benniena.

Meta jitweldilhom tifel, il-Gharab
jaghmlu ghors kbir u jistiednu 1-hbieb
u l-qraba. Dawn jissiebqu bejniethom
min minnhom jifirhilhom bl-aktar
kliem sabih, bhal: Mabrik al-mawlud
al-gedid. Rabbna jahfiu, u an adq
Alldh tafrahu bihu, jigifieri: ““Im-
bierek il-miltid gdid. Sidna jharsu, u
jekk Alla jrid, tithennew bih>® U
t-twegiba: Aakurak. Alldéh jubdrek
fi ghomrok! Jigifieri: ““Nizzik hajr,
Alla jberiklek hajtek !*’

B’dan il-kliem sabih, il-Gharab
jiru i huma jemmnu li kull gid jigi
minn Alla; u billi l-bniedem ghandu
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mejet jinghad: Id-ddjem Hu Alldh.
Li ghomrokom jaktn kémel. An wdq
Alléh  ruh  il-marhdm  fil-genne !
Jigifieri: ““Alla biss jghix ghal dej-
jem. Li jkollkom hajja shiha ! 'K Alla
jrid rub il-mejjet qeghda fil-genna !
“U huma jwiegbu: Alldh jukemmel
ghomrok wa jahfiak anta wal-
gemiegh, 1i tfisser: ‘“Alla jaghtik
hajja shiha u jhéres lilek u lill-kull
hadd.” .

Dan 1li ghedna huwa ftit mill-
“Qadab” jew imgiba tajba tal-
Gharab. Ftit, kemm-kemm, bhal
meta tara hammiela wahda fjuri



minn gnien kbir, Ghax biex tghid
kollox, trid tikteb ktieb shih, mhux
erba kelmiet f’haqra ta’ rivista.

P. Narcissu CeccHiteLni, O.F.M.

(1) Din il-kitba maqluba ghal Malti
mit-Taljan, Kenet fir-Rivista ‘‘La Terra
Santa’, li tohrog minn Gerusalem, harga
Sett-Ottubru 1958, facéata 237. Biex fil-
kiiem tal-komplimenti bil-Gharbi ma jkun
ehda ghalta, tlabna lil wiehed miz-zewg
studenti Gharab li hemm ir-Rabat 1i jaq-
libhomlnag huwa mit-Talian,

(2) Abu-Ibrahim, tfisser Missier Ibra-
him, Ghax ir-rgie] Gharab huma mkab-
bra wisq b’uliedhom, u ghal hekk mill-
gedem nett iisseihu b’isem binhom il-kbir.
Jigifieri, jekk ir-ragel ikun iismu Pawlu,
u jkollu ibnu l-kbir jismu Guzepp, il-
Gharab ma iseithulux Pawlu, imma:
Missier-Guzepp. Is-sabiha din, li jissejhu
wkoll b’isem binhom il-kbir, m’hux biss
li hu, iew li kien, imma wkoll li sata jkun.
Naf wiehed Gharbi-Nisrani, f'rahal jismu
Brieg, il-Palestina, u l-mara tieghu, li hu
ichid 1i jismu Abu-Jaghqub, u Il-mara
Umm-Jaghqub, u qatt ma kellhom tfal!
Jigifieri huma missier u omm ta’ tifel li
qatt ma twieled!

(4) Tl-Gharab li ighidulhom Bedu huma
dawk 1i ma ikollhomx dar anaas pajjiz,
imma dejiem jig u min-naha ghall-ohra.
Jghammru fil-gherien u taht il-gharajjex
tax-xoqqa tax-xaghar tal-moghoz, Ara xi

ktibna fughom f’dan il-Qari,
faccata 75, sena 1959.

(5) Fellahin, jigifieri: nies tar-rhula
z-zghar, 1i jghixu biili jahdmu r-raba u
jirghu l-bhejiem. Kull familja minn dawn
tghix fkamra wahda, u ma jkollhomx
ghemira, Kif tkun id-dar tal-Fellahin
minn gewwa, ara l-istampa li gibna fuq.

Ghadd 3,

(6) Ara fuq dan il-kitba: CKif .i‘l—
Gharab jilgghu [-Ghorba’, imsemmija
fin-nota 4.,

(7) Dawn in-noti kollha tal-Editur, li
ghadda fuq tnax-il sena lPaIestlna, u
dawn l-erba’ tislimiet 1i geijin sema-
ghom hu, li jidhizlu m’humiex ta’ min
ihallihom barra, la darba dil-kitba hi
fuq it-tislim, Meta xi Fellah tigrilu xi

hsAra, bhalli kieku jinharaalu  z-zara,
shabu  ighidulu: “Faddk - u fada
wladak!”, jigifieri : J'Alla dil-hsara hel-

sitele minn Fsara akbar, kif nghidu ahna
-Maltin: ‘“Forsi IBambln bidilhielek !”’
Meta tmur tara-li xi hadd marid, kif
tidhol 1-bieb, trld tghidlu: ‘“Zal ghannek
ix-xarr, an xAa Allah”, Jigifieri: Ghad-
dielek il-mard, Kk'Alla jrid! Jew inkella
tehidlu: “Ma ghalik xarr: ‘“Ma ghan-
dekx mard, Meta lil xi hadd tasallu ittra,
il-habib tieghu li iahsel ikun hemmhekk
ighidlu: “An xdq Alla hair!”, K’Alla
irid ahbar taiba, U iekk tghaddi minn
hdein xi hadd li ikun iahdem, jahsad,
jew jimla l-ilma, jew iaghmel xi haga li
jidher 1i qieghed ibati, trid tghidlu :
“Sahh bdanak!”’, iigifieri: Alla sahhah-
lek gismek. Kollu kliem sabih u fdal ta’
civilth qadima,

HANA U MANA

Darba kien hemm ragel Mislem li kellu zewg nisa, wahda jisimha
Hana u l-ohra Méana. Dawn iz-Zzewg nisa kienu joqoghdu f’zewgt ikmamar,
hajt ma hajt, u kienu jinstemghu jitkellmu. Darba r-ragel kien ghand

Hana, u din qaltlu:

“Jekk tassew thobbni, aghtini xaghra minn lehitek !*’

U taghha, Meta mar ghand Mana, biex tkun aqwa minn sehbitha, qaltlu:
“Jekk tassew thobbmi, aghtini zewg xaghriet minn lehitek !”” U bagghu
sejrin hekk, kull wahda trid xaghra aktar mill-ohra, sa kemm ma kienx
fadallu fi lhitu ghajr troffa wahda xaghar. Kif darba kien ghand Hana,

qaltlu

“Issa, biex Ména ma tippikax mieghi, aghtini t-troffa kollha !*’

U mal-kelma gibditlu t-troffa u qalghethielu, u baqa’-bla xaghar fi lhitu.
Ir-rgiel ta’ dak ir-rahal kienu kollha bil-lehja, ghal hekk meta rawh bla

lehja bdew jidhku bih u jsaqsuh x’kien gralu.

“Xi triduh jigrili ?*’

qalilhom; ‘““Bejn Mana u Hana mar leh&na !>’
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