‘ Eroj Qrendin
ftit maghrufa

informazzjoni migbura minn David Schembri

Fl-14 ta’ April 1942, ajruplan ingliz fi trigtu lura  D’Amato (ta’ Zuta), li raw l-attakk mil-kenn tal-Blue
minn bumbardament fuq il-flotta navali Taljana, Grotto, urew kuragg kbir, u sfidaw l-ajruplani tal-
iggarraf ftit il-barra mill-Blue Grotto wara hsara li  gwerra billi qadfu bid-dghajsa tas-sajd taghhom (Nru
saritlu waqt konfront ma’ ajruplani tal-ghadu. ta’ registrazzjioni 228) fid-direzzjoni tat-tigrif biex

L-ajruplan Ingliz tat-tip Bristol Beaufort, imtajjar  salvaw l-ekwipagg.
mill-pilota il-Kaptan Belfield mill-Air Force Ingliza, Xhieda ta’ dan kienet dghajsa ohra, bil-kapural
garrab hsarat sostanzjali wara li kien segwit u attakkat  Julian Sciberras u z-Zurrieqi John Camilleri abbord, li
minn ajruplan fighter Germaniz tat-tip Messerschmitt  hargu minn Wied iz-Zurrieq biex jiltagghu mad-dghajsa

Me109, imtajjar mil-Logotenent Herbert Rollwage. tas-sajd l-ohra, u ftit wara trasferew lill-ekwipagg
L-ajruplan Germaniz kien qieghed fuq ronda tal-  ingliz fuq id-dghajsa taghhom biex wassluhom l-art.
inhawi, u fejn f’dik I-istess gurnata rnexxielu jwaqqa’ Dawn iz-zewg Qrendin flimkien ma’ dak Zurrieqgi
total ta’ zewg aruplani Bristol Beauforts ftit minuti  involuti f’dan is-salvatagg tal-piloti Inglizi, nghataw

boghod minn xulxin. o

II-Pilota Germaniz il-Logotenent Herbert
Rollwage inghagad mal-Luftwaffe Germaniza fl-
1936, u fejn fir-rebbiegha tal-1941 inghagqad mal-
iskwadra maghrufa bhala 5./JG 53.

L-ewwel vittorja tieghu sehhet fl-invazjoni
tar-Russja, fejn sal-5 ta’ Ottubru ta’ dik l-istess
sena Oberleutnant (issa promoss fil-grad) Herbert
Rollwage kien diga’ irnexxielu jgarraf hdax-il
ajruplan Russu.

F’Dicembru tas-sena elf disa’ mija u wiched u
erbghin Oberleutnant flimkien mal-iskwadra tieghu
gew trasferiti lejn il-Mediterran fejn sal-ahhar ta’
Ottubru tas-sena ta’ wara Oberleutnant, Rollwage
kien irnexxielu jgarraf ghoxrin ajruplan iehor tal-Air
Force Ingliza, princ¢ipalment tat-tip Spitfire, ilkoll
ibbazati f’Malta.

Mhux maghruf pre¢iz in-numru ta
ajruplani li rnexxielu jgarraf dan I-eroj
Germaniz, perd li hu zgur huwa illi gew
ikkonfermati 1i garraf total ta’ wiehed u
sebghin ajruplan matul is-sitt mija u erba u
sittin missjoni tul it-tieni gwerra dinjija.

Bl-ajruplan  Ingliz Bristol Beaufort
imwaqqa’ fil-bahar qrib il-Hnejja gewwa
1-Blue Grotto mill-Pilota Germaniz Herbert
Rollwage, l-ekwipagg ingliz irnexxielu
jahrabu mill-mewt billi lahqu fethu id-dinghy
zghir taghhom mill-ajruplan imgarraf qabel
dan sab il-giegh.

Madanakollu, zewg sajjieda Qrendin
Calcedonio Sciberras (ta’ Stizja) u Pawlu

Ritratt fuq in-naha tal-lemin: juri rikostruzzjoni tal-ajruplan
Bristol Beaufort quddiem il-hnejja tal-Blue Grotto

y

Kal¢ ta’ Stizzja (it-Tielet mix-xellug)
u missieru Salvu (ir-Raba’ mix-xellug)

Socjeta Muzikali Lourdes Qrendi




l-Pilota
Germaniz
Oberleutnant
Herbert
Roliwage

Pawlu D’Ar_nato
(Ta’ Zuta)

rikonoxximent ufficjali mill-Air Vice Marshall Air
Officer Commanding, R.A.F. Mediterranean, ghall-
agir nobbli taghhom f’¢irkostanzi difficli.

Calcedonio Sciberras (ta’ Stizja), Pawlu D’ Amato
(ta’ Zuta) u John Camilleri, irc¢ievew rikonoxximent
addizjonali mil-Logotenent Governor D.C. Campbell
bhala apprezzament tas-servizz dedikat, u meritevoli
ta’ dawn it-tlett sajjieda, billi isimhom tnizzel fil-
Gazzetta tal-Gvern (Govt. Notice 8958) datata 15 ta’
Mejju 1942,

* Refererice :—

. terransan Cewuand Reutine Ordsrs, on your gallsnt

HEADQUARTERS,
" R. AJF. MEDITERRANEAN,
VALLETTA, MALTA,

POUED/D2an/s/p i1

olat aprll, 10400 “2

sir,

. The following is a commendation by ‘the
Ay pETicer Commending, from Royal Alr Force ledi—

condust in rescuing the 'crew of & Beauferti- . -

- “0n 14t aEril, 1942, a Beaufort was'

shot. dewn off "ths coast. ' Hot¥ithstanding

the Tact Lhat enemy flghters wers still in

the nelghbourhesd tes fishing boats put out .
. randiorescusd the orew, The Ailr Officer ‘

Commanding places on record the wery gallant
. corduct of the urdsrmentioned.in making the

rescue under very 4lfficult ciroumstances.

S

calcidon SCEBRREAS  Jolm CAFILLERT ~Paul D'AHATO®.

Yours faithfully,
f i

. 7L ahe Vics Harsial,
Aly Offlcer Companding,
Besodedlodltervansan.,

Ritratt xellug: 1é-certifikat ta’ Air Vice Marshall Commendation

Episodju iehor fejn dawn Qrendin u Zurrieqi
ghamlu gieh Ul rahal twelidhom bil-kuragg li wrew
meta tefghu l-hajja taghhom fil-periklu biex salvaw
lil haddiehor waqt iz-Zminijiet koroh tat-tieni gwerra
dinjija.

Source: http//:surfcit;.kund.daInet.se/commonwealth_riley.htm/
grendi, www.luftwaffe.cz/rollwage.html

Hajr: Possidio Sciberras, Emmanuel Muscat, Simone Farrugia,
Ray u David Polidano — Malta Aviation Society
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