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Mammisi or birth houses were annexed to temples, 
but these served to request divine help by pregnant 
women rather than being a birthing place . Deity 
protectors of the parturient woman were Taweret and 
Bes. Taweret was depicted with the head of a 
hippopotamus, the legs and arms of a lion, the tail of 
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a crocodile, human breast , and 
a swollen belly. She was often 
depicted holding the Sa amulet 
symbolizing protection. Bes wa 
depicted as a dwarf with ugly 
features. The appearance was 
meant to frighten off any spirits 
that might be harmful to the child. 

Mothers were encouraged to 
breastfeed their infants for three 
years "Nothing is more lawful than 

. The mother 
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There can be no doubt that 
ancient, like modern human 
society was affected with all 
forms of congenital anomalies. 
These included lethal 
abnormalit es such as the spina 
bifida affecting one of the 
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