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Gozo, an island of strongly contrasting colours:
azure blue of the sea, golden yellow of
the Globigerina limestone
and light grey of the Coralline limestone cliffs
interspersed with green in the wet months.
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Presentation

I very willingly accept the invitation of the World Delegate of the Past Pupils of Don Bosco,
Fr Charles Cini, to present this book on Gozo. I do so because of the high esteem I have for
the Salesians of Don Bosco on account of the work they do for young people through the evangelization of cultures. A further motive is the close linkage between the Italians and the Maltese
Islands.
I am sure that the path followed through the centuries by the people of these islands and so
well presented by the five authors, starting from Pre-history and continuing through History,
Art, Architecture and Folklore, is a value that should be made known to other peoples too. Worthy
of special note is the high professional quality of the photographic work in pointing out through
this medium items and details that frequently escape the eye. It is emblematic that the book should
be published at this historic moment for the Maltese Islands when their citizens are looking to
Europe for more profitable social, political and cultural exchanges.
The close geographical juxtaposition is not yet accompanied by a parallel degree of knowledge,
and I am thinking not only of Gozo which can now be extended, thanks to the growing level
of tourism which seems destined to increase still further.
T he many cultural roots we have in common will surely bring us closer together.

Giulio Andreotti
Presidente del Consiglio dei Ministri

Rome, 26th February 1990

VII

Introduction

PARVA MOLE, VIRTUTE MAGNA
Small in size but rich in its value

The Island of Gozo is so beautiful that is almost beyond description. Notwithstanding previous
attempts which had been made to describe the natural beauty of the Island I think, I can honestly say that the latest efforts which have culminated in th e publication of this book, have been
crowned with success.
Unlike our previous book «The Iconography of the Maltese Islands » which dealt entirely with
Art in Malta, the book whic h I am now presenting to you deals exclusively with Gozo. Particular care has been made to describe the natural colours, surroundings and aspects of life on the
Island. At this stage I should like to point out that the initiative was again taken by the World
C;:onfederation of Salesian Past Pupils of Don Boseo, under the patronage of the Ministry for
Gozo, the Bank of Valletta, who sponsored the project, together with Messrs. Said Internation al Ltd. as publishers. To all I wish to express my gratitude for their unfailing cooperation .
As a Gozitan, I feel particularly proud to be able to introduce my small Island to the world at
large. The protagonist in the publishing of this book is without doubt the photographer, Maurizio Urso, a young man who with his high professional qualities, sensitivity and creative attitude
has managed to give life to a dream which I have always cherished in my heart. Long hours
have been spent together discussing ways and means in order to achieve this objective in a true
and accurate manner. Several visits were effected throughout the island, in order to outline projects.
Graphic designs have been made and various experts have been met, all in an attempt to create
the right harmony which I feel this book contains.
I am not wrong in claiming that credit should not be attributed to a country according to its
geographical size. We, as Gozitans, should not feel inferior to other countries because our past
history, ancient civilization and culture have given us distinct characteristics in blending our present
identity. The more I travel around the world, the more I fall in love with my Island and its roots ...
We are not as rich as many other countries, however, I feel that our culture should enable us
to actively participate in the progress towards a more united Europe which should be based on
the values and princip les of Christian solidarity, pluralistic democracy and respect for human rights.
The book is divided into five chapters which describe its Pre-history, Hjstory, Art, Architecture,
Folklore and the People. The authors made a special effort in their attempt to give a true picture
of the Island.
VIII

This book will undoubtedly help Cozitans reinforce and deepen their love of their Island for
its beauties and its values. It will also make them aware of the dangers of possible contamination and arouse a sense of protection from change and the fever of modern days. Cozo should
always remain as it is and thus provide opportunities for finding emotional nourishment, peace,
rest and stir the right human qualities which create the right equilibrium in the conditions of
life. Yet there are strong, ever present daily pressures which tend to erode the quality of life
in our charming Island. Sometimes, we may tend to lose the meaning and beauty of small and
simple things.
In the world of today there is an urgent need to defend man from apathy, egoism, superficiality,
ignorance and injustice. Cod has created man according to his image and it is only through seeking
the right values that he will be capable to serve humanity and build a better world.
Before concluding I would like to express my gratitude to the Hon. Minister for Cozo, Anton
Tabone, for his support in the realization of this project and to all those who worked hard in
ensuring that my dream comes true: the photographer, Maurizio Urso and his assistants, his
brother Massimo and Daniel Cilia, the Authors, Said International Ltd., The Bank of Valletta,
the National Malta Library, Dr. Albert Canado, Sea Malta Ltd., Mr. foe Bezzina, my family
and everyone who has contributed in this wonderful initiative. This is the best gift I could have
done for my island.

Fr. Charles Cini SDB, STH.L., Art Dip. Rome
Confederal World Delegate
for Salesian Past Pupils
of Don Bosco

Rome, 6th January 1990
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Anthony Bonanno

1 - A Roman inscription
in honour of M. Vallius,
now inserted in the corner
of the old gate to the Citadel.
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Chapter one

'.

The Archaeology of Gozo:
from Prehistoric to Arab Times

2 -' The sea is virtually never out of sight in Gozo. A view of the sea from inside one of the many man-made caves on the coast.

Of the 50,000 years of Man's existence in his present form of physical evolution - that of Homo Sapiens Sapiens - only the last 7000 years can be accounted for archaeologically on the island of Gozo. His first presence on the
island is not evidenced before 5000 B.C., that is, not before he learnt to grow
his own food and to construct sea-craft that was reliable enough to allow
him to brave large tracts of open sea; even though there were long periods
of time, each of thousands of years, namely during the Ice Ages, when Gozo,
together with the rest of the Maltese archipelago, was physically connected
by land to the European continent as a result of drastic falls in sea levels.
Therefore, as long as Man remained in total subjection to his environment
for his survival, throughout that geological period known as the Pleistocene,
he did not leave any trace of his activity on Gozo. But even after he made
the first, and most decisive, steps to harness nature by means of the discovery and spread of agriculture and stock-raising, Man remained - and will .
always remain, to varying degrees - under the influence of the environment.
The greatest influence exerted by the ecosystem on Man's cultural development can be seen in his tool kit and in his architectural as well as other artistic manifestations. Where, for example, wood was abundant architecture was
expressed predominantly in that material; where it was lacking and stone was
available the latter made possible the creation of enduring feats of architecture and wonderful sculptural monuments.
In Gozo, as much as in Malta, the ubiquitous - I would say, omnipresent
- stone has since the beginning exerted a very strong impact on human life
on it: it provided the main resource for buildings, both domestic and religious, as well as for some rudimentary tools. It is for these reasons that a
brief review of the geological formation and general landscape of the island
is considered essential for an adequate treatment of the archaeology of Gozo.
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GEOLOGICAL FORMATION
Gozo with its 72 square kilometres of surface area is the second largest island of the Maltese archipelago and shares with Malta the latter's geology.
Gozo's exposed rocks are sedimentary, like those of its sister islands, having
been deposited on the bed of a warm sea, known as the Sea of Tethys, in
the Tertiary era (around 30 to 7 million years ago).
At some point in the Pliocene Gozo, together with the rest of the Maltese
group, was forced up by tectonic movements. At various times during the
following geological period, the Pleistocene, the sea level was much lower
than it is at present, so low in fact that the Maltese islands were merely the
high rises on a triangular mass of land extending southward from nearby Sicily. This continental shelf was submerged when the sea level rose during the
interglacials and, finally, after the last ice age thus leaving those same land
tips exposed almost precisely at the centre of the Mediterranean sea.
Working one's way down in the geological stratigraphy one meets first a fragmented crust of relatively hard semi-crystalline limestone known as Upper
Coralline which often breaks up naturally into blocks of varying sizes that
the temple builders of the late Neolithic found ready for use in their impressive religious constructions. Even the Romans seem to have preferred this stone
for their buildings wherever it was readily available.
Beneath the Upper Coralline is a thin and very uneven layer of Green Sand,
but it is the underlying layer of Blue Clay which has made early life possible
on the islands as it arrested the downward percolation of rain water and forced
it sideways to sprout out in life-giving springs. In historical times artesian wells
were sunk through the Upper Coralline layer to reach the upper water table
trapped above the Blue Clay one. The latter's predominance on Gozo is a
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3 - Nicolas de Fer. L'Isle de Malthe,
possedee par les Chevaliers, qui
portent aujourd'hui ce nom,
175 x 275 mm. Paris, c. 1704.

major factor in determining the much greener landscape and greater fertility
of this island when compared to Malta . This clay also played an important
role in the life of primitive man as it provided the earliest building material
for the wattle-and-daub and mud-brick used in domestic architecture. Clear
and consistent traces of mud-brick have been discovered in 1987 in the construction of Temple Period semi-interred huts at Gnajnsielem . It provided also
the raw material for the production of pottery utensils and of some of the
anthropomorphic figurines as well.
The layer of Globigerina Limestone below that of Blue Clay has been, since
the Temple Period, the source of an ideal building stone of a soft and easily
worked texture. We find it used for the internal structures and decorated blocks
inside the Ggantija temples. It was also the preferred medium for sculptural
decoration both in prehistoric and in historic times. The few known sculptures of the Roman period which seem to be of local production were carved
in this material.
Lower Coralline has more or less the same consistency and structure as U pper Coralline. Stone from this layer is also sometimes used for temple construction in prehistoric times but rarely in Gozo.
Before the end of the Pleistocene Gozo's landscape, like that of Malta, must
have had a greatly different appearance from the present one. So far no remains have been reported in Gozo of the Pleistocene exotic faun a, like the
dwarf elephants and hippopotami that were discovered in several caves and
fissures in Malta. But it would not be too hazardous to suggest that Gozo,
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like Malta, must have had a much thicker tree cover, a much richer vegetation between a quarter-of-a-million years ago and man's first interference with
the natural habitat of the islands some 7000 years ago. A systematic field
survey and other studies being undertaken on a regular basis by the Maltese
competent authorities and Malta University teachers in co-operation with a
team of foreign specialists are expected to throw revealing light on the evolution of the environment of the island and of its habitat.
Gozo was settled on more or less continuously from the Neolithic times onwards with each successive population probably contributing to the denudation from the vegetation cover and the resulting soil erosion. The bare, flat
plateaus which are so characteristic of the Gozitan landscape were the favourite
settlement sites in the troubled times of the Bronze and Iron Age. One such
site, that of the Citadel, retained its strategic topographical importance and
not only continued to be settled on since then but eventually became the nerve
centre and capital of the island.
The absence of good, sheltered harbours from Gozo's shore-line, on the other
hand, rendered it less alluring to sea-faring peoples in historic times, and this
might be the main reason for the continued prevalence of the larger island
on Gozo since Phoenician times.
NEOLITHIC
Human life on Gozo and Malta started with the Gnar Dalam phase (c.
5000-4500 B.C.) after a group of immigrants crossed from Sicily on sufficiently sturdy and reliable sea-craft, and settled on the two islands. They were
farmers and in order to extend their agriculture to their adoptive islands they
had to ship the first specimens of domestic animals and seeds over the ninety
kilometre stretch of open sea that separated the archipelago from Sicily. They
also brought with them some stone tools and a characteristic pottery with
very close parallels in contemporary Neolithic cultures of southern Sicily.
Similarities have been identified mostly with Stentinello ware, but more recently even closer parallels have been proposed with pottery from Monte Kronio, a site further west on the southern coast of that island, not far from
Agrigento.
This pottery, known as Impressed Ware is characterized by geometric patterns impressed or incised on the surface of the soft clay before firing. Some
motifs are achieved by impressions made by the rippled edge of sea-shells,
others by series of jabs produced with the finger-nails or a pointed stick or
bone. The most common shapes are a small, deep, round-bottomed bowl and
a globular jar with a short tapering neck. The pottery found at I1-Mixta belongs to this phase but some claim that it is of an even purer Stentinello pedigree
than any other Gnar Da!am pottery found elsewhere. If this were true, it might
suggest an earlier settlement in Gozo than in Malta, but the pottery from 11Mixta , which was retrieved without competent supervision, still needs to be
properly studied and further research is required to state this claim with any
certainty. What is noteworthy, however, is the much richer variety in their
decoration presented by the sherds from I1-Mixta than by the Gnar Dalam
ware from the other sites. One fragment preserves two of a row of concentric
circles that once decorated the outer rim of a bowl.
The site itself of I1-Mixta consists of one huge overhanging shelter hewn out
naturally on the side of the Gnajn Abdul plateau and separated into two caves
by a natural pillar and a man-made wall. The pottery found in it suggests
the use of the cave as a dwelling in this earliest phase of Gozo's prehistory,
very much like Gnar Dalam represents the earliest evidence of cave-dwelling
in Malta.
The next two phases are named after Skorba, a site near Mgarr (Malta) ex-
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4 - Aerial view of Gozo from above

Kemmuna.

cavated in the early 1960s. They are both conspicuous by their absence from
the prehistoric ceramic collection exhibited in the Gozo Archaeological Museum; but this should not be taken to imply that Gozo did not experience these
two cultural phases of the Neolithic. On the contrary, an abundant scatter
of pottery sherds belonging to one of these phases recently identified on the

slope of one of the hills close to Xagnra may suggest the presence there of
a settlement of the Skorba type.
Grey Skorba (c. 4500-4400 B.C.) derives its label from the rather dull, undecorated pottery of greyish hue which in time came to replace the impressed
ClJar Dalam ware. Eventually the same fabric started to be given a bright
15
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5 One of two limestone heads of a personage with broad face and puffed
cheeks. As the heads are complete and not broken at the neck, they
were probably inserted in specially prepared cavities in the necks of
the typical obese statues. From the Ggantija Temples.
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6 Sherd with a representation of birds in flight incised after firing. From
Ggantija.
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7 North African cargo amphora of Punic tradition, with a long, cylindrical, cigar-shaped body. From the second century B. C. shipwreck
off Xlendi Bay.
8 Italian cargo amphora, probably of Apulian origin, used mostly for
the transport of olive-oil (II-I century B. C.). From the Xlendi
shipwreck.
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10 Well preserved jar of the Zebbug phase from Xagf?ra. The pear-shaped
form and the incised decoration are characteristic of the pottery of
this phase.
11 Cargo amphora with egg-shaped body of Phoenician pedigree, found
frequently in tomb contexts in both Gozo and Malta.
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12 Flat based amphora from the shipwreck off the mouth of X lendi Bay.
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A globular jug from the shipwreck off the mouth of X lendi Bay.

red coating from which the name of the last phase of the Neolithic is derived, that is Red Skorba (c. 4400-4100 B.C.). The shapes continue to be more
or less the same and no decoration is applied. Bowls and jars are by now more
angular and flat-based and a characteristic shape is a kind of ladle with a
horn-shaped handle. Also characteristic are the trumpet-like lugs. Trumpetlugs, ladles and red-slip, all have parallels in the contemporary Diana culture
of the Lipari islands and Sicily.
These similarities go a long way in providing evidence for close and frequent
trade links between the Maltese Neolithic farmers and their counterparts in
Sicily, commercial ties that were maintained not only throughout the Neolithic,
but even in the following period with its otherwise unparalleled cultural development. Further proof of this frequent commercial intercourse is the apparent total dependence of the Maltese islands on Sicilian raw-materials for
stone implements: flint and lava came from that island while obsidian, for
superior cutting instruments, was imported from Lipari, as well as Pantelleria (probably via Southern Sicily). What commodities moved in the opposite
direction is still undetermined, but a learned guess seems to be perishable
products, like foodstuffs and textiles.

14 - Blue Clay dunes . Blue Clay is
much more prevalent in Cozo than
in Malta.
15 - Typical sea erosion in the
Clobigerina limestone layer.

16 - Typical erosion and texture of
Coralline limes tone.
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We do not know how the Neolithic farmers disposed of their dead either in
Gozo or in Malta even though some scattered human bones have been found
in corresponding levels at Ghar Dalam and Skorba. The first signs of a religious belief, however, appear in the last phase of the period on the site of
Skorba. These consist mainly of small, fragmentary clay female figurines with
marked sexual attributes. Together with other features , these figurines identify the building they were found in as a religious shrine .
TEMPLE PERIOD
The ceramic production of the next cultural stage, the Zebbug p~ ase (c.
4100-3800 B.C.), is completely different from that of the previous phases.
It is characterized by distinctly new shapes (the most typical being a pearshaped jar) and new decoration techniques, consisting mostly of lines either
painted or incised on the surface of the clay. The incised lines are often filled
with a white or red paste. Even the clay is different being either dark mottled
or light yellowish buff.
Although the material culture and trade links of the Zebbug phase are no

19

17 - Sheer cliffs of Lower Coralline
limestone at Ta' Cenc from the
land side. The Ta' Cenc cart tracks
are close by.
18 -

~erial

view of the cliffs from Ta'
Cenc to Xlendi Bay.

different from those of its predecessor, this extraordinarily radical change in
the ceramic kit has been taken to mark a clear break in the cultural sequence,
indicating a new wave of immigration from Sicily which replaced the previous population. The new agricultural population, after a modest start inspired by the cultural background imported from its original homeland, was
gradually to set on a path of very independent cultural development leading
to the magnificent Temple civilization of Ggantija, Mal Saflieni and Tarxien.
The type-site near Zebbug (Malta) provides the first evidence of collective
burial in artificial rock-cut tombs which, according to Evans, were later to
inspire the shape of the temples above ground. Similar tombs were excavated
in 1988/89 on the site known as the Brochtorff Circle in Xagnra, about half
a kilometre west of the Ggantija temples. From one of these tombs came a
mysterious piece of sculpture - a stylized, highly abstracted human head with

17
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facial features suggested by incised lines and holes - almost identical with
the statue-menhir found in one of the Zebbug tombs in the 1950s. Together
the two heads provide us with the first figurative expression of the religious
beliefs of the new-corners. What I find extremely strange is that these heads
have nothing in common with the characteristic anthropomorphic sculpture
of the Temple culture which developed gradually from this new population.
Mgarr, named after a temple site on the edge of the small village of Mgarr
(Malta), denotes a short transitional phase (c. 3800-3600 B.C.). Pottery shapes
tend to be similar and less varied than those of the previous phase and the
decoration seems to be a development on that of the Zebbug ware. The narrow incised lines of the latter are replaced by broad cut-out bands. The patterns are commonly made up of curved lines.

20

Ggantija phase (c. 3600-3000 B.C.), named after the well-known site in Cozo,
represents an important turning point in the cultural evolution of prehistoric
man on both Malta and Cozo. To this phase belong the earliest datable temples and the first three of the stages of development in their ground plan: the
lobed or kidney-shaped plan (exemplified by the small temple on the east of
the Mgarr complex), the trefoil plan (like Skorba, Kordin and, very probably, the inner three apses of Ggantija South) and the five-apsed (e.g. Ggantija South and Tarxien East).
The Ggantija complex was the first of the megalithic monuments to be «excavated », if that word can be applied to the clearing operation of 1820. The
gigantic relics, however, in particular those of Ggantija in Cozo, and I1agar
Qim and Borg in-Nadur in Malta, were never completely covered and enough
of them remained visible to fire the imagination of the local people which
expressed itself in fanciful legends centred on a female giant, and to attract
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19 - Ground plan of the Ggantija
Temples.

20 - Aerial view of the Ggantija
Temples from the south.
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the attention of curious scholars who wrote about them as early as the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. In 1827 L. Mazzara published in Paris the
first description of the exCC\vated monument with the odd title Temple Antediluvien des Giants, while twenty years later Charles de Brochtorff published a set of beautiful watercolours of the temples which he claimed to have
drawn while the excavations were in progress.
The temples stand on the southeast slope of Xagnra hill overlooking the Ramla
valley . The sheer size and imposing height of the surviving remains are impressive. The complex consists of two temple units enclosed within a single
outer wall. The two temples do not communicate between them but each has
a separate entrance on a common facade in front of which is a very extensive
plaza. The benches that once lined the facade indicate that some rituals must
have taken place outside the temples, in this open area, rituals connected
perhaps with celestial forces, the sun, the moon or the stars. The left-hand
corner of the facade is preserved to a height of about six metres, but a good
section between the two entrances has collapsed. The stone balls lying around
near the facade probably served as rollers for the transportation of the large
stone blocks.
The outer wall, incorporating some of the largest blocks ever used in lv1altese
buildings, is solidly built with alternating headers and stretchers. The inner
walls, on the other hand, are constructed of very irregular boulders reaching
extremely precarious heights. Originally the resulting rough surface was
plastered over and painted red . Fragments of this plaster can be seen at the
Cozo Archaeological Museum. The space between the inner and outer walls
was filled with debris for major stability. One also notes that coralline limestone was used throughout at Ggantija except for the large slabs of globigerina limestone that flank the corridors leading to the apses.
Surprisingly little archaeological material survives from these impressive ruins,
most of which is housed in the Cozo Museum. The most conspicuous items
are a stone pillar, which may well have been a 'phallic symbol', a large stone
with a snake carved in relief, and two limestone heads with puffed cheeks
which probably belonged to statues of the typical obese type . The visitor is
consequently intrigued by scores of questions on what went on inside and
in front of these religious buildings, questions the answers for which can only
be supplied by his, or his guide's imagination.
The pottery shapes of the Ggantija phase become more and more varied with
some forms obviously deriving from ones typical of the previous phase. The
more unexpected novelty is in the decoration technique which is achieved by
scratching lines on the surface of the pot after firing. The most characteristic
pattern is the 'comet motif': two curved lines joined to a small circle at one
end. Other patterns, such as a chequer-board one, are produced by crosshatching that is covered over by a red ochre paste.

Saflieni (c. 3300-3000 B.C.) constitutes another short transitional phase. Its
name is derived from the site in which the awe-inspiring Hypogeum in Malta
is situated. On one hand it carries on the Ggantija pottery shapes and scratched
decoration and on the other new types of decoration are introduced as well
as a few new shapes, the most typical being the biconical 'Saflieni bowl'.
Although quite a few underground caves used for burial have been explored
in Cozo, especially in the Xagnra area, no complex underground structures
comparable to Saflieni have been found on this island, in spite of reports of
such structures in the past. The excavations currently being conducted inside
the Brochtorff Circle, however, might have some pleasant surprises in store
for us in this regard.
Tarxien phase (c. 3000-2500 B.C.) marks the apogee of the Temple civilization, though some students of Maltese prehistory claim there are signs of decline
23

toward~ the very end of the phase, just before its somewhat sudden and mysterious disappearance. This phase is named after the temple-complex of
Tarxien, a couple of kilometres inland from the Grand Harbour on the island of Malta. To it belong the last two stages in the development of the temple
plan. The northern temple at Ggantija represents, together with other units
in Tarxien, Magar Qim and Mnajdra, the penultimate stage, when the apse
at the far end is replaced by a shallow niche. The final stage is represented
by only one specimen, the central unit at T arxien with its three symmetrical
paIrs 0 :: apses.

It is at this stage that the Brochtorff Circle may have received its monumental
appearance with a ci!"cle of standing megaliths round the funerary area. Most
of the burial pits discovered so far, except for the Zebbug phase tombs already oentioned, seem to be datable to this phase, but the huge hole excavated in the 1820s at the initiative of Otto Beyer, the lieutenant governor of
Gozo, :ight in the middle of the circle has disturbed much of the sequence
of archaeological levels in the area. In one of his water-colour views the artist C. de Brochtorff - after whom the monument is conventionally named,
even though another artist, Jean Houel, left us an engraving of it before it
was excavated - shows precisely this hole in the process of being explored.
In the deep pit other megaliths are depicted including a trilithon structure still
standing . A man is also seen coming out of a cave with a human skull in his
hand. The location of the Ggantija temples in the distance against the background of Malta and Comino confirms the identification of the remains in
the painting with the site now being excavated.
Close by in 1912 T emi Zammit discovered prehistoric burials impregnated
with red ochre in two separate tomb chambers. The red sludge had been mistaken for 'blood' by the local farmers. It is interesting to note that a considerable quantity of red ochre was retrieved from one of the Zebbug tombs
mentioned above and many of the human bones were also found impregnated with this red stuff.
The Te:nple Culture reached its climax in this phase not only in the perfection and exquisiteness of pottery craftsmanship but also in sculptural decoration, :Joth free-standing and in relief. Spiral reliefs resembling those which
are so abundant at T arxien once adorned the Ggantija temples . These have
faded a:most beyond recognition but were very evident in the years immediately af:er the excavation when they were reproduced by the artist Charles
de Brochtorff, and later by Giorgio Grognet.
Tarxier. phase is characterized by a rich variety of pottery forms and decoration tec ~niques. Most shapes tend to be angular with almost no handles or
lugs, a :1otable exception being the peculiar 'tunnel lugs'. The clay tends to
be well prepared and fired very hard. The surface of the scratched ware is
also highly polished. Scratched decoration remains standard but becomes more
elabora::e and elegant, the most popular motif being a kind of volute. Other
vessels are decorated with applied discs against a white background, or with
scales and rustications.
Several attempts have been made to unravel the mystery of how and why this
splendid civilization came to such an abrupt end after reaching such heights
of artistic and architectural achievement, but none of the theories suggested
so far is entirely satisfactory. The most plausible one, however, seems to be
that the population was compelled to abandon the islands following a series
of years of drought that ruined their thriving, but sensitive, agricultural
economy.
Besides Ggantija, Gozo boasts of several other megalithic sites which fall within the Temple Period most of which, however, still await proper study and
investigation, like those of Tal-Qigl1an and L-Imrejzbiet near Gl1ajnsielem,
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21 - Watercolours by C. de Brochtorff.

View of the Brochtorff Circle
during its excavation conducted by
Qtto Beyer in the early 1820s.
Ggantija appears in the
background to the left of the
monumental entrance. A man is
shown coming out of one of the
caves that have been rediscovered
in the present excavations (top ).
View through the main enrrance cf
the North Temple of the Ggantija
complex soon after the excavations
of the Ggantija T emples in the
ea rly 1820s (middle).
\1.iew of the outer wall of the
Ggantija complex from the back
(bo ttom ).
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Ta' Marziena on the Rabat-Sannat road, L-Imramma at Ta' Cene and others.
The small temple of Santa Verna, also near Xagnra, was investigated in 1911.
The Xagnra ridge is also riddled with caves, mostly natural, that from time
to time have produced prehistoric material of this period. Two of these, the
North Cave and L-Gnar ta' Gnejiu, are very close to the Ggantija Temples.
L-Gnar ta' Gnejiu seems to have formed part of a surface megalithic structure, for one of its apsed features can still be made out on the ground.
G. Agius de Soldanis, writing in the eighteenth century mentions a few more
megalithic remains which have either been destroyed since then or else still
await identification. On the hill of Ta' Kuljat (ta ' Goliat) and at Danlet Qorrot he observed a construction built of stones of gigantic size. At Ta' Xaqqufiet he saw in 1743, as they were being destroyed at the order of the landlord,
some foundations «d'una stravagante grandezza» of a «tower built there by
giants». The huge stone he saw at Xewkija (some five metres long and supported on four other stones) might possibly have been a Bronze Age dol men
rather than a temple ruin.
Until recently the student of Maltese prehistory was faced with a major problem
the solution for which could only be sought in the exploration of potential
archaeological sites as yet unknown of. This problem concerned the domestic architecture and settlement pattern of the temple builders. With so many
temples standing out with their imposing dimensions in the Maltese landscape
the question arose inevitably: where did the builders of these extraordinary
23
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22 - A stone slab with a long relief

carving of a snake along its
narrow end . Albert Mayr at the
turn of the century saw it lying in
a horizontal position inside the
Ggantija complex.
23 - View of the inner left .apse of the
South Temple of the Ggantija
complex. It is not quite certain
what the purpose of the three
trilithic niches might have been perhaps for the worship of a triade
of divinities.

structures live? What did their house~ look like? The opportunity to try to
solve this problem, even partially, presented itself during the holding in Malta of an international conference on archaeology in 1985 . A small site in Mgarr
Road, Gnajnsielem, had been identified for further exploration and negotiations were started with distinguished foreign archaeologists attending that conference to undertake the investigation of that site and the Brochtorff Circle
as a joint endeavour between the Museums Department and the universities
of Cambridge and Malta. The work on the Gnajnsielem site was completed
within one excavation campaign in the summer of 1987 and a preliminary
report was published in 1988.
The excavation revealed two distinct structures surviving only partially: a small
hut of a roughly square form about 2m across with flimsy mud-brick walls
and five successive torba floors, and an oval hut some Srn by 5m with more
massive mud-brick walls along its perimeter and a mud-brick pillar in its centre.
The archaeological material discovered from the torba floors, including pottery sherds, obsidian, flint and chert tools, suggests that the huts were in use
during the Ggantija and Saflieni phases. A strange phallic-shaped stone object painted with red ochre was found at the base of another mud-brick pillar
which stood between the two huts.
The Gnajnsielem discovery has proved to be very revealing with respect to
the construction technique of domestic architecture. It has shown that considerable care and attention was also lavished on the construction of houses
but it has also confirmed that these houses were built of much flimsier and
less durable materials than the gigantic stones used for the temples, and this
by itself accounts for their almost total disappearance from the Maltese archaeological record.

BRONZE AGE
Whichever the explanation of the disappearance of the Temple people, we
know that Gozo and Malta were repopul ated, possibly after an interval of
several scores of years, by an entirely different people carrying a totally different culture. They were, in contrast with their predecessors, a warlike people
using copper and bronze tools and weapons. They disposed of their dead by
cremating instead of burying them. In fact, the first phase of the Bronze Age,
Tarxien Cemetery (c . 2500-1500 B.C.) is represented ~y a cremation cemetery that was located right in the midst of the ruins of the abandoned Tarxien temples. A similar use of a Temple Period site for a cremation cemetery
appears to have taken place also in Gozo, precisely in the Brochtorff Circle,
where one area has been found covered by a grey ashy layer which, though
much poorer in archaeological objects, seems to recall closely that described
by Zammit for Tarxien.
Apart from the possession of metal technology, the culture of the Tarxien
Cemetery people was greatly inferior to the previous one . This is evidenced
by relatively uninspiring pottery which is less well shaped and consists mostly of open urns, bowls and jugs, sometimes in groups of two or three joined
together. The surface is pebble-burnished and often decorated with incised
geometric patterns. In the same Cemetery layer at T arxien the Maltese archaeologist T. Zammit found also a series of extremely stylized human figurines in a seated posture, only two of which are recognizably female, the rest
being covered with rectilinear incised patterns . One such figure shows a
chequer-board design while the others bear what looks very much like a primitive Maltese cross. The lower part of a similar figurine also Came to light
from the excavations of the Brochtorff Circle.
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The only architectural features that can be associated with this people are
a number of small monocellular structures, called 'dolmens', quite a few of
which are to be found in Gozo, such as Id-Dura tax-Xagnra I-Kbira, Id-Dura
tal-Mara and, possibly, Il-Gebla ta' Sansuna. Similar dolmens are common
in the Otranto region of southeast Italy. They consist of a horizontal, roughly shaped slab of limestone supported on three sides by blocks of stone standing on end. Their purpose is still a mystery, though it is quite possible to
have been a funerary one. Even more intriguing are the single, isolated monolithic pillars, known as 'menhirs', examples of which are found in Malta
and at least one in Gozo, namely 11-I=fagra tad-Dawwara near Rabat. They
also have parallels in the Otranto region. The isolated upright monolith, 11I=fagra 1-Wieqfa , at Qala is more likely the sole remnant of a temple building.
The second Bronze Age phase, Barg in-Nadur (c . 1500-700 B.C.), takes its
name from the site of a fortified village close to Birzebbuga in the Marsaxlokk harbour. The village consisted of a cluster of oval huts planted on a triangular promontory which was retained to be naturally defensible on the two
steep sides, but had to be fortified by a massive wall of 'Cyclopean' style on
the flatter side. Other Barg in -Nadur villages are known both in Malta and
in Gozo: they are almost invariably on high flat hills like the one of In-Nuffara.
Very typical of this phase are shallow bottle-shaped pits in the ground which
were used probably either for grain or water storage. One can still see a few
of these on the Nuffara plateau, but about a hundred or so of similar cavities
were discovered in 1860 during the reconstruction of the road leading up to
the Gozo Citadel.

24 - View of the inner apsc of the

South Temple of the Ggantija
complex. In the foregmund is a
circular stone feature :!mbedded
in the floor - possiM;' a hearth .
25 - Detail of the inner apse of the

South Temple with pded raised
threshold.
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Typical of the pottery of this phase is a shiny red surface that has a tendency
to flake. Its decoration consists of zig-zag geometric patterns formed by deeply cut lines more often than not filled with a white paste inlay. Shapes are
varied, mostly open forms, the most characteristic being a two-handled chalice on a high conical foot, and bowls with axe-shaped handles.
Bal1rija (c. 900-700 B.C.) named after another settlement site in Malta, is
not really a separate chronological phase but represents an intrusive cultural
group that moved in from outside towards the end of the Borg in-Nadur phase.
They settled mainly 0 _ the Qlejgna promontory at Banrija in the west of Malta.
The shapes and decoration of the pottery suggest an origin or a strong cultural influence from Iron Age southern Italy, Apulia or Calabria. The pottery
has a black or grey surface decorated with chiselled lines like the Borg inNadur pottery. The effect, however, tends to be richer with a preference for
zig-zags and meanders . The anchor-shaped clay weights from a silo-pit at InNuffara are almost identical to those found in similar pits at Banrija. These
are normally identified as loom weights and as such constitute evidence of
weavmg.

THE CART TRACKS
This is probably the most appropriate place to discuss that most enigmatic
and intriguing feature of the Maltese archaeological landscape, the cart tracks
- that is between the Bronze Age, with which they have been repeatedly asc
sociated by scholars and archaeologists, and the Classical Age, to which 1
would prefer to assign them after years of study of the islands' archaeology
in the context of Mediterranean archaeology.
Cart tracks, alias cart-ruts, occur in at least four areas in Gozo. At Ta' Lambert only a couple of metres' stretch is still visible; the rest have been covered
by the olive grove close-by. At Ras il-Qala a solitary pair with an axis of approximately 1.50 m. can be followed for about fifty metres or more. Quite
. a few sets, however, with some intersections, are visible on the Lower Coralline outcrop at Ta' Cene. An important set of tracks has been examined at
Dwejra where at one point a difference of 45 ems in the level of the tracks
can be observed. The tracks pass very close to an ancient circular structure
of uncertain age built with an inner and an outer skin of polygonal blocks
of stone.
Although attributions to the Temple Period have not been lacking, cart tracks
have been most frequently associated with Bronze Age settlements, in my view
on rather weak grounds. Admittedly, they are sometimes found in the vicinity of Bronze age settlements, in the case of Ta' Cene close to the Bronze Age
dolmens. But on the same site L-lmramma ruins belong to the earlier Temple
period. Generally, however, they tend to appear in close association with stone
quarries not of the prehistoric age but of the Phoenician to Roman periods.
The ancient quarries are identifiable as such from the dimensions of the cuts
in the quarry face - sometimes actual blocks that have remained undetached from their bed can be measured.
The argument that they have to be earlier than Phoenician, i.e. Bronze Age
at the latest, because in one or two places they are cut by the shafts of 'Punic'
tombs does not hold water: firstly, because it is not quite certain that these
particular tombs were in fact Punic, let alone Phoenician; secondly, Punic
tombs could have quite possibly been inserted in Punic, or Phoenician, abandoned quarries and need not denote an earlier age.
In fact, we have several examples of ancient tombs, even whole necropoleis,
of the Classical age planted in abandoned quarries, both in Malta and in other ·
Classical sites in the Mediterranean.
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26 - A stretch of deeply cut ca rt tracks
at Dwejra. Here the tracks seem to
start from nowhere and lead to
nowhere. They are also at
considerably different levels.
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In my view these ancient cart tracks - to be distinguished from those more
recent ones found along old country paths - served simply as gu ~ des, like
rails, for some sort of vehicle on which quarried blocks of stone were transported downhill over short distances, either to the building site or as far as
the normal made-up road. This view is corroborated by the existence of cart
tracks of exactly the same size and with the same characteristics in association with quarries of the Classical age in Sicily (Syracuse), Italy (necropolis
of Cerveteri), Sardinia (Cagliari) and southern France (outside Marseille). This
connection with quarrying is not such a novel theory anyhow; Gian Francesco Abela, the seventeenth century historian, was already suggesting that they
had been used to transport quarried stone, though we should not take too
seriously his view that the stone was carried to the sea-shore for exp8rtation .

PHOENICIO-PUNIC PERIOD
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«As we have presented the facts concerning the islands of the Aeolides, we
shall mention in turn the islands which lie on the other side. For off the south
of Sicily three islands lie out in the sea, and each of them possesses a city
and harbours which can offer safety to ships which are in stress of weather.
The first one is that called Melite, which lies about 800 stades from Syracuse
and possesses many harbours which offer exceptional advantages, and its inhabitants are blest in their possessions; for it has artisans skilled in every manner
of craft, the most important being those who weave linen, which is ::-emarkably sheer and soft, and the dwellings on the island are worthy of note being
ambitiously constructed with cornices and finished in stucco with unusual
workmanship.
This island is a colony planted by the Phoenicians who, as they extended their
trade to the western sea, found in it a place of safe retreat since it was well
supplied with harbours and layout in the open sea; and this is th reason
why the inhabitants of this island, since they received assistance in many respects through the sea-merchants, shot up quickly in their manner of living
and increased in renown .
After this island there is a second which bears the name of Gaulos, lying out
in the open sea and adorned with well situated harbours , a Phoenician colony».
This is the information Diodorus Siculus, the first century B.C. Greek historian, gives us on the Maltese islands. Diodorus is most certainly referring to
a political situation obtainable during the time Gozo and Malta were Phoenician colonies, namely from the seventh to the third century B.C., and what
he writes about Malta was equally valid for Gozo, n amely that the Phoenician sea-men and traders used the islands as a convenient shelter and port
of call on their direct sea-route from Phoenicia (via Crete) to the western colonies (Carthage and western Sicily, and beyond) and that the inhabitants prospered as a result of this connection.
A sole reference to Gozo, without mention of Malta, is found in a fragment
from a work written around 490 B.C. by the Greek logographer H ecataeus
of Miletus. The short phrase seems to imply that at that time Gaulos was
not necessarily dominated by the Carthaginians but w as merely in their sphere of influence. In another work, written most probably in the fourth century
B.C. by one known as 'Pseudo-Skylax', Gozo, along with Malta and Cossura, is described as being inhabited, or occupied, by Carthaginiam and having a city.
The earliest archaeological documentation for the Phoenician presence on Gozo
dates back to the seventh century B.C. and consists of a burial discovered
in 1951 at Tal-Morob near Xewkija in which as many as thirty-one Egyptian
amulets were found. Art objects of Egyptian origin were frequently traded
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27 - The Dolmen of Id-Dura tax Xagnra I-Kbira at Ta' Cenc.
28 - Il-Mixta caves beneath the Gnajn

Abdul plateau.
29 - View from Il-Mixta caves towards
Dwejra.
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by the Phoenicians - as were those of Greek origin - and sometimes copied, like the Egyptianizing steatite amulet, representing the god Thot (ibis)
and dated to the sixth century B.C., which came to light from a tomb at Ta'
l-Ibragg, a short distance to the west of Rabat. A series of tombs containing
personal jewelry datable to the sixth century B.C. discovered over the years
in the neighbourhood of Rabat suggest that the latter was by that time
already establishing itself as a settlement of appreciable size.
We would very much like to know how the Phoenici<ln newcomers related
with the Bronze Age inhabitants of the islands. There is some archaeological
evidence in Malta, namely at Tas-Silg, for a peaceful coexistence. We might
infer that the same should have been the case in Gozo and that the Phoenician traders infiltrated peacefully and settled in the main centres of both Gozo and Malta. Gradually their material culture and their religious ideas replaced
completely those of the Borg in-Nadur and Banrija peoples so that by the seventh century we can hardly trace any evidence of the survival of the latter .
One of the striking characteristics of the Phoenician period of both Malta
and Gozo is the fact that their culture, including that reflected in objects of
everyday use, is much more closely linked with the East - with Cyprus, SyroPalestine and, indirectly, Egypt - than with the western colonies. The sixthfifth century B.C. silver jewelry discovered in a tomb at Rabat in 1966 are
typical, and the Egyptian and Egyptianizing amulets already mentioned are
even more so. Equally eastern in pedigree must have been an anthropoid terracotta sarcophagus, similar to the one found at Ghar Barka in Malta, which
came to light in the vicinity of St. Francis' Church in Rabat and whose whereabouts have been unknown for the last century or so.
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The standard type of tomb in which this personal jewelry is found is the rockcut one consisting of a vertical, roughly rectangular shaft sunk in the rock
and leading to one, two, sometimes even more, oval chambers on the sides.
The dead body was lain down on its back along the long axis of the oval
chamber often accompanied by pottery, personal ornaments and, sometimes,
other objects. A deep trench was at times cut on one side of the chamber to
receive the water that seeps in from above in the rainy season. When successive burials were introduced the bones of the previous corpse were collected
in special funerary urns.
Towards the middle of the sixth century B.C. Phoenicia itself lost its political
autonomy and the Phoenician colonies in the west found it convenient to form
a common front to face the military and commercial rivalry of the western
Greek colonies. The most prosperous and powerful colony of them, Carthage, assumed their leadership and conducted several military campaigns against
the Greeks of Sicily, and eventually three long wars against the Romans.
To this period, known as the Punic period, belong more rock-tombs of the
type described above, found in the limits of Rabat, sometimes containing copper and silver jewelry. One such tomb, containing on~y pottery and belonging to the fourth -third centuries B.C., has come to light near Craig Hospital
in 1988. A burial of very unusual type is the one discovered on Comino, the
small island between Gozo and Malta. It was probably deposited in the third
century B.C. and consisted of an adult skeleton covered by the two halves
of a split amphora and accompanied by ointment ph ~als and oil lamps. All
the material from these tombs can be viewed in the main hall of the first floor
of the Gozo Archaeological Museum.
Away from Rabat, more copper jewelry items were retrieved in Punic tombs
found at Nadur in 1926, while a rock-cut tomb, containing pottery from several successive burials ranging from the second to the first centuries B.C.,
was excavated at Wied il-Ghasri in 1979. We do not know the nature of the
building associated with the fragment of an attractively decorated third cen33

tury pitcher discovered behind the parish church of Gnarb, or that associated with the terracotta stand decorated with a Doric frieze from Xewkija possibly farmsteads like the ones which seem to have preceded several of the
Roman 'villas' in Malta - but they and the tombs found some distance away
from Rabat show that settlement was not limited to the town of Gaulos in
this phase.
The rock-cut sanctuary of Ras il-Wardija occupies a unique and somewhat
mysterious position both physically, at the very edge of a sheer cliff overlooking the sea away from all known ancient settlements of the island, and archaeologically, because its very purpose is not quite clear and relatively little
ceramic material was recovered from it to allow proper dating. It consisted
of a terraced complex with a built temple and a large rock-cut chamber preceded by a rock-cut basin and cistern. Its upper chronological limit is the late
fourth century B.C. and it was probably already abandoned by the first century B.C.
A very important Punic inscription carved on a small marble slab, now on
view in one of the central showcases in the main hall of the Gozo Archaeological Museum, testifies to the continuation of the Punic religious tradition
at least into the first century of Roman rule because it is dated to the second
century B. C. It was discovered in 1855. A section of the text is missing but
enough of it survives to inform us that the people of Gozo were still looking
after the sanctuaries and temples dedicated to their Punic divinities. Two surviving names of divinities are those of Sadamba'al and Ashtart. We are also
given the names of the ruling magistrate (Arish) and the sacrificial priest (Ba'
alshillek) as well as the name of the inspector of the stone quarry. The latter
reference to quarrying is of great interest in particular in view of our proposed association of cart tracks with quarrying and because it seems to imply
that great importance was given to this activity in Punic Gozo.
A number of archaeological discoveries attributed to the Phoenician period
are recorded by the eighteenth century Gozitan antiquarian Agius de Soldanis. In 1735 he himself excavated a terracotta mask which he kept in his collection, while in 1729 a certain Antonio Pace, a Gozitan, had extracted from
a quarry near the deconsecrated church of St: Nicholas at Ta' Dwejra a golden calf with a precious stone on the forehead, about which Bali' de Stadl
had written a dissertation. Other gold objects of a strange shape had been
found in 1612 by another Gozitan, Antonio Vella, in the valley of Zebbug.
These were 33 rods of solid gold «volgarmente chiamate modoni».

THE ROMAN PERIOD
The Maltese islands came in contact with the Romans in the first Punic war,
either in 257 or, more probably, in 255 B.C. when the Roman navy on its
way back from a mikary expedition in Africa raided and plundered them.
However, this was only a razzia and no steps were taken to secure the islands
as a Roman possession since in 218 B.C., at the outset of the second Punic
war, they were still enemy territory and the Roman general Ti. Sempronius
Longus had to conduct another naval expedition from Sicily in order to secure his southern flank. The Latin historian Livy tells us that the islands surrendered apparently without a battle being fought, and from then on they
came to form part of the Roman empire and remained so for more than seven
centuries.
As far as the literary sources are concerned Gozo is hardly ever mentioned,
not even in the episode of the shipwreck of St. Paul on the islands; but we
would be correct in presuming that in most cases references to Malta includ-
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30 - Sunset from a cave on a solitary
rocky beach.
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31 - C;omplete footed bowl of the
Ggantija phase, with decoration
incised after firing. From Ggantija.

32 - Sherd from a large vase with a

rough applied representation of a
cross-shaped human figure . From
Char ta' Chejiu.

33 - Fragment of a stone object with
pitted decoration . From CtJar ta'
CtJejiu.

34 - A Tarxien Cemetery double vase
with geometric patterns incised
before firing. From the Victoria
Power Station site .

35 - A Tarxien Cemetery two -handled
jar with geometric decoration .

36 - Sherd with typical Borg in-Nadur
fabric and incised deco ration.

37 - Sherd of Borg in-Nadur jar
decorated with applied discs.

38 - A Borg in-Nadur phase bowl with
a high handle.
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ed also the sister island. Verres, the corrupt and voracious governor arraigned
by Cicero in Rome for his misdeeds during his governorship, could hardly
have spared Cozo in his plundering sprees of Sicily and Malta; and the Maltese
delegates on Rome during Verres' trial must have represented both islands.
One ancient writer who makes a specific mention of Cozo is Ptolemy, the
second century A.D. geographer who in his Geographia gives the longitude
and latitude of the town of Caulos.
Epigraphically, however, we could say that Cozo is even better documented
than Malta and most of its inscriptions reveal a more direct involvement in
the politics of the Roman metropolis. An inscription dedicated to Iulia Augusta,
wife of the first emperor Augustus (27 B.C. - A.D . 14), was almost certainly
the base of the beautiful draped marble statue now in the Cozo Archaeological
Museum. The statue, unfortunately headless, must have represented this deified
imperial lady as Ceres, the goddess of agriculture. Lutatia, the lady who
sponsored the statue and inscribed base, declares herself priestess (sacerdos)
of Augusta, and her husband was also high priest (flamen) in Cozo.
Another marble inscription of a century later mentions a monument raised
by the people of Caulos in honour of a certain Postumus who was patron
of the municipium, a high priest (flamen ) of the deified empe:-or Hadrian (A.D.
117-138) and a member of a special committee appointed by emperor Antoninus Pius (A.D. 138-161). He had also led a delegation to Rome at his
own expense in order to make representations on behalf of the Cozitans to
Hadrian. His son M. Vallius was also raised to the rank of 'public knight'
by emperor Antoninus Pius. This is what we learn from yet another inscription, this time carved on a large block of coralline limestone now inserted
as a quoin in the old gate of the Citadel.
The people of Cozo erected a monument also to Iulia Domna, wife of emperor Septimius Severus (A.D. 193-211), as documented by an inscription
originally found near the church of St.Ceorge in Rabat. One would very much
like to know wh at happened to a statue of this imperial lady which, according to C. Agius de Soldanis , was discovered in 1748 in th locality known
as Xaqqufiet and whose head the same Agius de Soldanis conserved in his
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small museum . A second inscription from the vicinity of the church of St.George was originally dedicated to Geta, younger son of Septimius Severus and
heir to the imperial throne (A.D. 211-212); but when his elder brother and
co-heir Caracalla (AD. 211-217) assassinated him and banned his name and
image from all public monuments the Gozitans complied and erased Geta's
name from the inscription. Two other inscriptions, which in the eighteenth
century could be seen on the side of the stair-way leading up to the Castello,
were dedicated one to Constantius (A.D. 292-306) and the other to Galerius
(A.D . 293-311) who were first co-Caesars and later co-emperors in the tetrarchic system introduced by emperor Diocletian (A.D . 284-305).
Inscriptions also throw light on the political status and administration of the
island in Roman times. From them one knows, for example, that it enjoyed
municipal status and its own administrative autonomy at least by the time
of the reign of Antoninus Pius (A .D. 138-161) if not by that of his predecessor Hadrian (A.D. 177-138). Some of them mention also the administrative
body, the decuriones, of the municipium. Such inscriptions were normally
commissioned to celebrate the erection of a monument, often a statue, in
honour of an important local citizen or an imperial personage. We can, therefore, imagine a series of such statues adorning public buildings and squares
in the ancient Roman town of Gaulos .
Gozo, with its homonymous town, had some form of administrative autonomy, independently from Malta, already in the second century of Roman rule
when it issued, for a relatively short period, its own coins bearing the Greek
legend rAY AITON . Both islands were, however, governed by the propraetor
of Sicily, certainly in late-Republican times. Verres, in the years 73-71 B.C.,
and Arruntanus Balbus, in the years 35-27 B.C., are two known examples.
Under the empire, then, they seem to have had a special government, like
other small islands of the Mediterranean, namely a procurator responsible
directly to the emperor. In fact, in an inscription found at Mtarfa in 1613
a certain Chrestion is described both as freedman (libertus) of Augustus and
as 'procurator of the islands of Malta and Gozo'.
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39 - Prehistoric flint tools Fom Santa
Vetna.
40 - Prehistatic obsidian touls. Obsidian

was imported fmm Lipari and
Pantelletia.
41 - Ptehistatic bone tools .
42 - Fragmentary clay anch:ns,

pmbably used fat wea;)ing. Bmnze
Age.
43 - Udjat amulets showing the
Egyptian sacred symbcl of the eye.
Fmm a tomb at Tal-t1Qmb.
44 - Three Phoenician amUlets

representing Egyptian divinities:
Ptah (left), the lion-heeded Bastet
(middle) and Thot (rig!; t). From a
tomb at Tal-t1omb.
45 - Some Phoenician amulds

representing Egyptian divinities and
sacred symbols in a hyoothetically
restated necklace. Fmr'1 a tomb at
Tal-t1omb.
46 - A steatite amulet represen ting Thot
in the shape of an ibis. Fmm a
tomb at Ta' I-Ibtagg.
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The inscriptions mentioned above and a series of architectural fragments cornices, capitals, shafts and bases of columns - noted by eighteenth century writers, such as G. Agius de Soldanis and Jean Houel, as lying about in
the streets of Rabat and the Castello, suggest that the town of Gaulos was
prosperous enough to possess public and religious buildings adorned with marble architectural decoration. Remains of such buildings have been encountered on a number of occasions but, unfortunately, they were covered over
again, sometimes without even keeping a record. Monumental remains were
discovered while laying the foundations of the Gozo Cathedral in the Castel10, as is suggested by the same Agius de Soldanis who identifies the ruins with
another temple of juno , however, on no evidence at all. Similar remains and
a third century A.D. coin hoard were met with during the construction of
the church of St.George. Some of the Roman building blocks are still preserved
by the church's side while a selection of the coins is exhibited at the Gozo
Archaeological Museum. Other masonry remains are said by eighteenth century writers to have been encountered at Ta' Maggaria and at Gnajn il-Kbira.
The Castello must have thus constituted the upper city, or citadel, while a
section of today's Rabat formed the lower city.
The boundaries of the town seem to be fixed by the steep contours of the
Castello on the north side and on the other three sides by the incidence of
tombs, which were normally placed just outside the town, and the occasional discovery of ancient masonry th at might be taken to be sections of the town
wall. Traces of massive walling, in fact, are reported to have been encountered during building works in Main Gate Street. Unfortunately these remains
had to be covered over again. Of great interest is the large glass bottle containing cremated human remains found in Vajringa Street. Even the small

47 - Punic inscription (JI century B. C. )
on a marble slab, commemorating
the erection and restoration of
sanctuaries to varic-us Punic
divinities.

48 - Silver jewelry (a finger ring, an

earring and two bangles), a
fragment of a small bottle in
polychrome glass paste and two
pig's tusks. From a Punic tomb at
Rabat.

49 - A selection of coins minted in
Gozo during the first two centuries
of Roman rule. Obverse: helmeted
head to right; leger:d: r Ar AITON;
reverse: armed figure with raised
spear (,]uno Sospita').
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terracotta coffins found in tombs in St.Francis Square in 1892/3 are quite
unusual in the Maltese context. According to one view the Roman town w alls
could have stretched from the vicinity of St.John's demi-bastion down to the
main crossroads of Republic Street and from there along Main Gate Street
to St.Francis Square turning sharply west along Vajringa Street and then north
again along St.Mary Street to join the Castello near St.Martin Cavalier. These
limits would have been much more clearly defined if a ditch had been cut
to further enhance the safety of the walls , as was the case with Roman Melite.
A coffin like the ones found in St.Francis Square, but in stone, comes from
Xlendi. Other tombs of this period were identified at Wied il-Gl:1asri (dated
second century B.C. to first century A.D . ) and at Wied is-Simar near Nadur
(second to first centuries B.C.) while a tomb located at Tal-Qigl:1an, near
Gl:1ajnsielem, produced a Roman imperial coin together with three typical
Maltese ones with Punic legend. According to A. A. Caruana the latter was
an isolated family tomb and contained at least five interments . These burials
also witness to the existence of isolated settlements, probably single houses
or farmhouses, scattered in the Gozitan countryside.
Remains of typical Roman villas are, in fact, not lacking in Gozo either . The
Ramla Bay villa, placed almost right on the water's edge and equipped with
a heated bathing system and marble floors, is an example of the residential
type, while that of Xewkija is, or rather was, typical of the rustic type intended for agricultural industrial activity, namely oil pressing. The fragmentary trapetum (olive-mill) now preserved in the Gozo Museum and the better
preserved one housed in the Gozo Library must have come from such rustic
Roman villas.
Besides the fine female draped statue mentioned above a small group of Roman sculpture is known to be of Gozitan provt::nance. These include some
small, fragmentary, marble figurines - like the upper part of a nude female
torso, a female head with hair-style typical of Aphrodite, and the lower half
of a female draped torso. The marble head of a youth is of uncertain antiquity, while the round marble disc (oscillum), with a griffin carved in relief on
one side and a theatrical mask on the other, must have once decorated the
peristyle of some villa where it hang on a string to oscillate between two
columns. Canon Agius de Soldanis claimed to have in his possession a bronze
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statuette of Apollo «found at Nadur in 1746», a marble statue of Hercules
«d'altezza quattro palmi incirca» found in 1739 in the land called Ta' Berrini
«in contrada di San Giorgio» , as well as a statue of «Dea Flora con un puttino a lato destro» found in 1720 in an underground cavern in the land «TalMhajjen in contrada ta' Ta/lija del Zebbug». I have not been able to trace
any of these three pieces of sculpture. A head of a satyr in Globigerina limestone, on the other hand, constitutes one of the very few probable specimens
of local sculpture of the Roman period.
An important question that has never been seriously raised in connection with
Gozo is its role in, firstly, the episode of St. Paul's shipwreck and, secondly,
in the Christianization process of the islands. As tradition has spared the historical researcher a Gozitan claim for the exact location of the fateful shipwreck,
so should the same researcher spare himself and others the creation of one.
The only two shipwrecks documented archaeologically off Gozo were both
detected and partly recovered off the mouth of Xlendi Bay. One represents
a second century B.C. merchantman carrying amphorae from different
Mediterranean ports. A fifth or sixth century A.D. ship may have foundered
on the same spot, but only a few jars have been lifted from it. All the ceramic
objects from these two shipwrecks are housed in a special room in the Gozo
Museum together with parts of Roman anchors and a reconstructed one.
The Pauline tradition, then, is also very much watered down in Gozo, compared with Malta. As to the early Christianization, we have even less archaeological evidence than in Malta. Christian catacombs are virtually non-existent.
The only possible one, at Ta' Gedrin , near Rabat, is of doubtful date and
has been quarried beyond recognition. In this respect, however, one should

50 - Inscribed marble base, probably

the base of the draped statue
shown in this page. The inscription
is dedicated by Lutatia, priestess of
the deified imperial lady.
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51 - Life-size statue of a draped female
figure, probably an imperial lady,
more precisely Livia, wife of
Augustus.
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keep in mind that we do not have in Gozo many records of burials of other
periods, in comparison with Malta . Nevertheless, the epigraphic sources
referred to above leave no doubt that in the first and second centuries A.D.
the official religion practised on the island was the pagan one with a high
dosage of imperial worship. Roman lamps with Christian iconography and
typology, like the one from It-Tokk, Rabat, do not appear before the fourth
or fifth century .

THE BYZANTINE PERIOD
The question of Christianization brings us into the time following the division of the Roman empire in two parts, the western one, on the decline from
the beginning of the fourth century till its final collapse with the death of the
last emperor of the west, Romulus Augustulus, in A.D. 476, and the eastern
one centred on Byzantium which was turned into the new capital of the empire by Constantine in A.D. 330 .
The literary sources do not throw much light on the vicissitudes of either Gozo
or Malta during this period but there is reason to believe that both found
themselves under the jurisdiction of the Byzantine empire around 535 when
Sicily was conquered by Belisarius, the general of Emperor Justinian . Before
that date it is also possible that the two islands were taken over by Vandals
and then by the Ostrogoths.
There must be some reason behind the fact that in certain Byzantine sources
the names of the two islands are combined in one word, Gaudomelete (the

52 - Another inscription, this time on

Coralline limestone dedicated to L.
Cestius Callus.
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53 - A large glass bottle found
containing crema ted human
remains in a tomb in Vajringa
Street, Raba t (I-II centuries A.D.).
54 - View of Ramla Bay from a cave
overlooking it from the east. A

R oman villa was excavated in
1911 close to the sea-line. On the
opposite promonto ry is C.alypso's
cave .

Patriarch Nicephorus), and th at the name of Gozo precedes the one of Malta
(Procopius ). Nicephorus informs us that the Byzantine emperor Heraclius
(610-641 ) sent his nephew Theodorus, who had conspired against him, to
Gaudomelete , ordering the military governor (dux ) of the islands to amputate one of his fee t on arrival. Procopius, the chronicler of Belisarius, records
that the latter sailed fro m Sicily to North Africa and on the way «touched
at Gozo and Malta» in 533.
As we have just observed, strangely enough, in Gozo there are virtually no
catacombs of this period whereas they literally abound in Malta. Consequently,
we have no funerary inscriptions. It is as if the island was completely deserted in this period. But th at life continued, even if to a greatly reduced degree,
is evidenced by the number of coins of the time foun d there and by an eighthninth century lead seal inscribed with the name of Theophylact, the governor (archon ) of the island . The seal, found in Gozo around 1960, carries a
cruciform monogram on its obverse.

THE ARAB PERIOD
There is disappointingly little to say on the archaeology of the Arab period
in Gozo , but the situation is not much better for Malta. This state of affairs
could be attributable to a number of reasons, but the main one seems to be
the fact th at previous generations of archaeologists have not looked specifically for the material remains of this period, and when they found them they
were too much concerned with earlier antiquities to give them much attention. In all fa irness it should be added th at this situation has been prevalent
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even abroad, but there things started to move over the past thirty years whereas
in Malta they have not quite yet.
The historical and top onomastic background is discussed elsewhere in this
volume. In this section, therefore, I shall limit myself to the archaeological
documentation. Cian Francesco Abela in 1647 quoted the Castello as an
example of fortification s built by the Arabs. He claimed that circular towers
of this period were still preserved on top of the rock in his time. But no trace
of these has survived. The only archaeological monument attributable to this
period is the Arabic inscription of Majmuna which was discovered in Cozo,
'between Xewkija and Sannat', sometimes before 1809, the year of its first
publication. Though some doubts have been raised recently as to its Cozitan
provenance, th e documentation of the placename Ta' Majmuna already by
the end of the fourteenth century seems to confirm it. The epitaph is inscribed
in shallow relief within and outside an elaborate geometric design on a square
marble slab which carries a carved Roman architectural decoration at the back.
It laments the untimely death of Majmuna, daughter of Hassan, on 21 March
1174.
The pottery exhibited in the same small room as the Majmuna stone in the
Cozo Archaeological Museum was previously labeled 'Arab', but is now known
to be later. We are still not in a position to identify properly a sequence of
pottery for Malta from Arab times to the nineteenth century. It is with scientifically conducted and adequately published excavations of a few surviving
key sites in Cozo that we can hope to achieve this and to throw some new
light on this 'dark' age of Cozitan, as well as Maltese, archaeology. Until such
archaeological exploration can take place let us preserve intact as many as
possible of these key sites.
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55 - A terraco tta stamp with the name
CLA UD! VA LER!. Pro bably an
amphora stopper with the seal of
the owner of the es tate from which
the product contained in the
amphora originated.
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