IT-TROBBIJA TAT-TFAL

(MINN TA’ MATILDE SERAO)

It-tfal zghar huma minnhom infushom twajbin u fl-istess
hin ta’ hazen misterjuz : singulari, interessanti, thosshom jigbduk,
u fihom il-hajja tal-bniedem tiehu gaghdiet l-aktar helwin u’
l-aktar kapriceuzi,  Ghat-tbissima taghhom }i hi l-hena ta’
lromm u ghall-gidma li jaitu ’l ohthom ikbar minnhom, ghall-
gherf tat-twigiba li jitu u ghall-gibda i jeqirdu kull ma jigi
taht idejhom, ghall-kisra tal-harsa tal-ghajnejn kohiol taghhom
u ghat-tagliba tal-biza’ tal-korla taghhom ta’ tfal li huma, ghal
dik ix-xi-haga karitd 1i jaghmlu u ghall-kefrija tal-ghasfur I
jintfu, ghal dik il-bewsa li jituna minn rajhom u ghall-bixla bla
galbu 1i biha jizzuna hajr - ghall-hwejjeg tal-loghob Ii nituhom,
ghas-simpatija taghhom u ghal mibeghda taghhom bla raguni,
ghall-dawn il-hwejjeg kollha li xejn ma jaqblu, ghal dawn il-
gibdiet li ghalihom jobdu minnghajr ma jifu l-ghala, ahina fid-dmir
li nrabbuhom sewwa.

B'dana kollu, it-tfal jiswew dags il-kbar!  Ghalhekk

ghandna naghmlu kull ma nistghu biex inrabbuhom sewwa u
noftmuhom mid-drawwiet koroh i jahbtu jitrabbew fihom.

U nbaghad it-tfal tal-lum, imwielda minn nies imqarqca, iktarx
imrobbijin kif gie &ie, i jaraw hafna hwejjeg I ma ghandhomx
jaraw, H jixorbu l-glied ta’ bejn missierhom u ommhom, li
jitghallmu bosta hazen, jitilghu hziena minn taht djul ommhom
bla ma jgisu dak 1i jaghmlu u i ahna minn xi daqgiet nistaghgbu
bil-brikkunati taghhom.

It-tifel tal-lum jaqra bosta kotba hziena u ghandu f’idejh
hafna gazzetti libertini, iZomm ukoll b’ghozza kbira hafna xbihiet
moqzieza u jiehu sehem, b’dehwa liema bhalha, ghad-dehriet
tac¢-cinematografu.

Meta jisma’ l-kbar jitkellmu bil-kwiet fuq dawk Ii jnehbu
hajjithom b’idejhom, meta jara lil min jizzuffietta bir-Religjon,
huwa jwaqqaf widnejh. Ghalhekk abna ma nistghux ghajr nithas-
sruh : tifel imsejken !

Imsejken ghad-demm dghajjef li r-razzez imghaxxn jatu fil-
vini tal-wild taghhom, ghall-mard irqiq, ghan-nuqqas tas-sahha
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ghall-genn li jiret, imsejken ghat-thollija u I-fagar imxierka
flimkien, imsejken ghat-thollija u l-ghana msiehba flimkien,
imsejken ghall-qzizijiet i {'nofshom irid ighix, imsejken ghall-mis-
sier tas-sengha li jahseb ghal rasu biss, ghall-omm ghanja izda bla
mhabba, imsejken ghal bosta htijiet taghna ! It-tifel jidra jsofri,
thobb, u bhalna juri haga L'05ra, Hu tant marbut ma’ qelbna u
tant bi¢ta min'na,li spiss iharisna mill-ghawg, kif ukoll iwassalna fih.

Din il-kitba tieghi, miktuba ghall-kbar, titkellem dejjem fuq

it-tfal zghar, kitba vera fuq tfal veri li ma glajthomx minn zniedi.

" Ghaxu mieghi: ghadni gieghed narahom: n¢uh maghluba, haddejn
bil-wardiet, igsma rqajqa, ohrajn smien, imlibbsin il-haiir jew
imqattghin ¢éraret, uhud bil-guh, ohrajn paxxuti.,—Dawn huma
t-tfal i rajthom wiee imb’wice, tfal ferhana, ohrajn husbiena,
tral ta’ manjeri tajba, ohrajn ta’ azzjonihomw hazina, tfal helwin,
ohrajn imqarrsa !

Ghalikom, o qarrejja, 1i x’iktar ghandkom xi tarbija ¢kejkna
b’ghajnejha kbar u suwed, tarbija li hi marbuta ma’ qalbkom,
ghalikom dil-kitba tieghi, biex taghmlu hiltkom kollha biex
t:kkorriegu lit-tfal imqarba, twiddbuhom fid-drawwiet hziena tagh-
hom u bis-sabar kollu turuhom il-kruha tan-nuqgas taghhom !

Niftakru 1i t-tfal huma l-irgiel ta’ ghada. li minnhom artna
tittama 1-gid u l-hena ta’ wliedha,
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