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An ambiguous lesion whose appearance 
suggests a pancreatic origin requires a 
broad differential diagnosis that can 
subsequently be narrowed on the basis of 
both clinical history and features at optimal 
computed tomography (CT) and magnetic 
resonance (MR) imaging. Recently 
introduced curved planar reconstruction 
techniques used with CT and MR studies, 
may help avoid potential diagnostic pitfalls. 
These techniques can help identify and 
characterize a mass in multiple viewing 
planes, thereby helping distinguish a true 
pancreatic neoplasm from peripancreatic 
enlarged lymph nodes or from a tumor of 
the adjaccnt small bowcl. Thc correct 
localisation of a lesion would guide lesion
specific work-up and treatment and may 
avoid unnecessary tests or procedures, 
including surgery. 

Although there are various modalities 
for imaging the pancreas, spiral eT is 
by far the most useful technique use to 
assess the structure of the pancreas and 
its anatomical relationship to surrounding 
structures. MR and Ultrasound (US) are 
also useful, with the former serving 
mostly as a secondary investigation when 
additional information is deemed 
necessary. US does not usually visualise 
the whole pancreas, but may be used 
particularly for lesions of the pancreatic 
head and when vascular abnormalities 
are suspected. 

Normal anatomic structures and 
congenital anomalies of the foregut are 
common entities that may simulate primary 
pancreatic cancer. The normal fourth 
portion of the duodenum or proximal 
jejunum borders the pancreatic tail and 
unopacified adjacent bowel (figure 1) or 
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Editor's Word 
Welcome to the 4tll issue of 
TheSynapse magazine for 2008. 
Besides the regular and, as 
always, informative radiology 
contribution we are featuring 
other very interesting articles in 
this publication 'The Genetics 
of the Muscular Dystrophies' 
presented by Dr Christian Scerri, 
'The New Death Certificate: 
Your Role as Certifiers' by 
Dr Kathleen England, 
'Benzodiazepines and older 
people' written by Marise Gauci 
and an informative article by 
Kirsten Pulis on the 'Modern 
management approaches for 
children with Autism' . We are 
also publishing the first part of a 
contribution on 'Philosphy of 
medicine - is there such a 
thing?' besides the usual 'Update 
on the Avian Influenza' . In this 
issue, we also take a closer look 
on a top health priority in Malta, 
through an interview with 
Dr Charles Scerri, one of the 
founding members of The Malta 
Dementia Society. 

Although your profession entails 
a continual responsibility may 
the month of August give you the 
chance to enjoy the relaxing 
summer bequeathing you with 
more strength to gear up for the 
upcoming wintry period. 
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Conditions that may mimic 

Figure 3a. Curved-planar CT 
reconstructions following the course 
of the ducts through the gland 
depicts the wider dorsal duct (long 
white arrow), the narrower ventral 
duct (long black arrow), and the 
common bile duct (short black 
arrow). This is the dominant dorsal 
duct sign 

Figure 3b. ERCP shows contrast 
material injected through the major 
papillaJilling the dilated ventral 
duct (arrow), which branches and 
tapers within the head of the gland 
and does not communicate with the 
dorsal duct 
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