LILL-QAMAR

Imbikki w-kiebi, (1)
Hemm fis-smewwiet,
Qamar, x’int taghmel
Da’ l-hinijiet ?

Minn fost tal-kwiekeb
Dak il kbir ghadd,
Ghaliex, wahdieni,
Ma trid wens hadd?

U thieghedt minnhom,
Gejt minn’na qrib,
Donnok biex hdejna
Farag issib! (2)

Kemm hu gustuz
Wiéeek imdawwar
Bl-ghajuejn, l-imnieher,
Bhan-nies, imsawwar !

Minn qawar ismek
Tghid gej jew gqawra (3)
L’hi haga tonda
Maghmula dawra ?...

Hemm fuq bhal gawhra
M’n-Alla ssawwart,
Toqghod titghaxxaq
Thares leju lurt:

Thares bil-hniena
Lejna mill-bghid ;

U x’ghandek f’qalbek
Lil hadd wma tghid !

Lozrok, tal-fidda,
Tifrex fil-hin,

Li jibdew diehla
Sieghat rezhin ;

Taqta’ d-dell tieghek
Taht gbiel u swar,
Hitan ta’ ghlieqi,

U taht id-djar.

Gie waqt lejn wiccek
Ghajnejja tfajt
Mill-baxx ta’ l-art
Lir-ruhi rfajt,

Lejk domt inhares
Qatigh bil-qalb:
Nissiltli hlewwa
Bis-swied-il-qalb !

Oh kemm iferrah
Dawlek ’ill-qlub !
Fik hsieb il-bniedem
Bil-ghaxqa jdub!

Flilma tal-vaska
Ta’ nofs il-gnien,
Bhalkieku {’mera,
Dlonk narak jien.

'[1 wiceek tara,
Mal-hut imdieheb,
Li jzigg go fih,
Donnok titliegheb!

F’ramla tal-fidda,
F’bahar nadif,
Gie waqt jien rajtek,

Haff, hafif,

Tagbez go l-ilma,
Bhal bies qabbiez,
U hemm gew tghammex
Ghajnejn in-nies !



Dagga narak
Qiesek mistriels,
Dounnok benniena

Mdendla fir-rik:

Donnok kaijjikk
Qieghed mindud
F'wice lHlma wati,
Gmielek paxxut |

Gie waqt sthajjiltek,
Qalb shab u fewg,
Qlugh abjad jigri
Jofroq ilmewg,

F’bahar is-sema
Wiesa’.... q’ed thuf....

Xi tkun?... titfarrag? (4)
Jew tkun.... mitluf?... (5)

Gie mmejjel rajtek
Wieqaf, merfugh
Ghas-safar lest
Bhal qlugh miftuh!

Gie P’int stenbaht
Ahmar bhan-nar !
Wisq drabijiet
X’narak musfar!
Jekk wiccek _mimli
Narak il-lum;
X'ilu li rajtek
Tongos kull jum?

Xtaqt naf kif sew
Lilek insib,

Kieku kont nista’
Nigi lejk qrib.
Ma fikx, qaluli,
Hlief gbiel gholjin
Hfar u gherien
Wisq mudlamin !
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U ilma w-hdura
Fik le ma hemmx
Avolja zzurek
Kull jum ix-xemx !

Drabi, minn wara
Li hsibt wisq fik,
Ghidt : qatghuhielek
Li tghix ghalik !

F’berah is-sema,
Ta’ l-art qaddej, (6)
Dejjem imtarraf (7)
Hajtek ghaddej!

Ghidt: din hi dik

L-imsejkna kewkba,
Li qieghda taghmel
Go l-ajru tewba! (8)

Forsix, 1i t'ommok (g)
Int tlift il-jedd,

Talli minn hdanha
Wahdek tbighedt?

Wennies il-ljieli,
Thoss fik il-wahx ?!
Frott barra m’'n-ommu
Ma jissahhahx l...

Gewwa l-imsierah
Minn tas-smewwiet,
Qamar, x’int taghmel
F’'dil-himda u s-skiet?

Nisthajlek bniedem
Maghmul ghalik,
Ma trid ’il hadd
Min imerik !

U i grajjietek
Fiha l-mistur,
Li jibga' dejjem
Go fik migbur !



Donnok ruh zota; (10)
Ghaljan, hosbien
Tal-mahbub’ommok
Ghala t-telfien.

Dort mitt elf darba
Madwarha u rgajt
'Mma tmur f'hogorha
Targa’ ma stajt!

Ghax ghad li s-sema
Terraqt v mxejt
Sew fejn kont gabel
Int irgajt gejt!

Ewwilla fl-ahhar
Ghad jigi z-zmien,
Ma' xulxin tahbtu,
Tmutu flimkien !

Ommok sidrija, (11)
Ma ghamlitlekx,
«Ghax gies f"eghmilek»
Qaltlek «m’ghandekx !

Jekk, daqqa tikber,
Daqqa tickien,
Infassalhielek

Kif nista’ jienl»

B’hafna tmaqdir

Nies tghid lil nies
«Tbiddel bhall-qamar,
Kemm int bla gies!s

U madankollu

Taf x'nafl inghid:

Bik iz-zmien qiesu

Minn zmien wisq bghid!

Fuqgek ighid

Kull hadd 1i jrid,
Min l-izjed ghandu
Iktar izid!
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Boloh xebbhuk
Bniedem keéwiel,
Ghorrief semmewk
Sultan-il-ljiel.

Ukoll hasbuk (r2)
L’int xi xifajk
Gej bik in-nifsek
Gewwa dirghajk:

Fit-telfa tieghek,
Hasbu, sefirt,
Bil-gamar xih

'L hawn irgajt dhirt !

Jgtidu jarawk
Bil-pipa f halqek,
Ghidtilhom jien:
Hekk Alla halqgek.

Sa, qalu, mgermed (13)
I inti bagajt,

Ghaliex, ta’ luk,

Daqgga kont glajt.

Bejnek u d-dinja
Ghad baga’ r-rbit,

Juri I tagsmu
Ghandkom, m’hux ftit !

Xhin tidher int, (r4)
Felli jew shih,
Kollu go fik
Tibilghu r-rih !

U donnok ghandek
Is-sharijiet:

Minn l-ajru tiknes
Is-shabijiet !

Il-bidwi taghna
Jahlef ghalik:
F’tilgim u zrigh....
Igejjes bik !
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Sal-bahar, jghidu, Thissim is-sema

Li taghmel bih: Il-lum habbir;
Imhabba fik Ghada werrej

Mewgu jghollih ! Ta’ rwiefen kbar !

Min biz-zejt tieghek Wagqt illi nkellmek
M’hux sew mithun X’inti tmur bghid !
Johrog qammar ? | Ewwilla ndejgek
Johrog mignun ??? B'li qieghed nghid?:......
Int is-sahhieh | Ghoddok inhbejt

Ghax, sal-fellus, Wara l-gholjiet

Jiswa ma jkunx Se'r tferrah hemm
F'telfek mifqus. (15) Tieghek lghommiet?....
X'ghorrief ix-xorti (16) Qamar mahbub
Tan-nies jaqraw Se’r inhallik,

Fit-tibdil tieghek: Il-lejl it-tajjeb

Behgiet jaraw! (17). Sejjer natik !

Bis-sliema mur,

Qamar, ja qamar,
Niltaqghu ghada,
Jekk Alla jamar.

(1) Kiebi=qalbek sewda.

(2) Dil-poézija aktarx migbuda fuq i l-qamar—skond it-
tedrija jew turija ta’ xi ghorrief—kien, ghal l-ewwel bi¢ca wah-
da mad-dinja taghna, u li nbaghad fil-bidu tad-dawran mghaggel
taghha kien ingata’ minnha—qisu t-tifel taghha.

(3) Qawra=sura ta’ haga maghmula dawra.

(4) titfarrag =hawn tfisser taghmel dawra ghal l-arja.

(5) mitluf. Hawn tfsser tilef trigtu ma jafx fejn hu.
Dan infissruh l-izjed biex nuru li ma ghandu x’jagsam xejn
mal-qamar mitluf jew fit-telfa tieghu, jigifieri mita jghaddi {’dawk
iljumejn jew tlieta 1i fihom ma jidher xejn waqt it-tigdid tieghu.

(6) Qaddej. L-ogmra jissejhu satélliti, jigifieri qaddejja,
wenniesa u ghax iduru ma’ dinjiet kbar, u jwensuhom b’dawlhom
bil-lejl.

(7) mtarraf = it-turufnat.

(8) tewba=penitenza.
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(9) “Forsix i t'ommok’’....b'dak Ii jigi wara. Ghidna li
l-qamar kien ingata’ mid-dinja hija u ddur mita kienet ghadha
ratba. Mahrug barra mill-balla ta’ l-arja taghha, jahsbu baqa’
jiggiera fit-tibwiq sa ma’ sub ruhu mwiezen u jimxi fuq il-hazz
tieghu madwar id-dinja, fejn bag.’ sejjer sa I-lum b’rabta mbeghda
iva, izda m’hix mahlula ghal kollox. Il-kittieb donnu jhoss
moghdrija ghalih bhala iben mahrub.

(10) ruh zota=gisu eremita.

(r1) “Ommok sidrija ecc:’” Il-hrafa maltija tghid 1i jum
fost l-ohrajn il-qamar qal 'l ommu: “jomm irrid inkellmek.—
Kellimni.—Ghaliex ma taghmillix 51d11]a ?—Ibni kif tridni nagh-
milhielek din issidrija?”’ qaltlu “inti daqgqa kbir u daqqa
zghir, dagqqa ohxon u daqga rqiq, ma nistdx infassal wahda
H tigik”.—<X’ghandi naghmel ?”’—“L-ahjar 1i taghmel oqghod
kif int”. U m’'ghamlitiu xejn.

{12) ‘“Ukoll hashuk...” blistrofa kollha, u ta’ warajha:
Habta tat-tigdid tieghu, jum u tonejn ’l hawn u '’ hinn, il-
qamar jiehu dik is-sura li jghidulha <“/-Qamar gdid bil-qamuar
xilt julk dirghiajh’” Tkun jidher bhal felli rqiq tad-dulliegh, jew
iz-zewgt iswaba’, il-werrej u I-kbir, miftuhin u milwijin bhall-gorvu
ta’ rota jzommu ballun, bhalkieku sejrin jitilquh. Ii-felli jkun
il-bicca qamar milquta zZmeré mid-dija tax-xemx; id-dawra dawl
l-iehor mitfi jkun id-dawl ta’ l-art taghna middi ghal fuq il-
bqija (il-bi¢cca l-kbira) tal-gamar. Dak il-hin il-qamar, gieghed
jibda’ jikber, ikun sejjer ghal l-ewwel kwart, niezel lejn il-gharb
(punent), wara x-xemx sewwa. Dis-sura tal-qamar bl-isfumatura
tad-dawl taf ghax tidher? ghaxid-dawl tal-qamar sewwa (propia, li
jiehu mix-xemx) ikun ghddu dghajjef; — la jgedded sewwa, 1d-
dawl il-matt, maghlub minn l-dehor, i jkun tqawwa, ma narawhx
izjed.

(r3) ‘c<..mgermed... ghax glajt daqga ta’ luh...” Tghid il-
hrafa maltija:  “Il-qamar mar ghand il-habbieza (furnara) u
talab lill-ghaggiena nitfa ghagina—“biex naghmilha fettul”.
Tawh. Il-habbieza xehtithielu fil-kuxa (forn) biex tahmihielu:
u kibret hafna. Ratha hekk kbira, il-mara li tathielu, qalbha
reqqet, ma ridetx kieku thallihielu. Qatghet bi¢ca ohra izghar
minn bidilha, u regghet tatha lill-habbieza bhal qabel. Din
giet izjed kbira. Qatghet bicca icken u din fil-kuxa targa
giet ikbar minn ta’ gbilha li anqas setghet tohrog. Il-habbieza
telghulha u tatu daqqa ta’ luh (pala). U ghalhekk wiécu, ighidu,
baga’ mgermed.



128

(14) Il-gamar, ighidu, mita jitla’ jiekol kollox, jigifieri ihar-
rab, ikeceéi 1i jkun hemm fl-ajru rih, shab, x'naf jien. II-Kittieb
ghal- mument, ghal bzonn, ghall-hsieb tieghu, joqghod ghal dak
li jehidu: xi jdahhlu jekk hux minnu jew le?

(15) [Il-malti jghid: tqighedx qroqqa fit-telfa tal-qamar.

(16) X'ghorrief ecc. It-twemmin lil-bniedem jaghmel mal-
qamar ma nqatdx.... X'ghorrief flok xi ghorrief.

(17) Behga thisser kif inhiidu il-bniedem fil-kitba fit-tahdit—
karattru. Hawn tfisser kif inhu maghmul il-bniedem tajjeb jew
hazin, x’fih liktar 1 jolqtok, x’ghandu li jati fil-ghajn 1i juri
kif inhu maghgun fil-barma ta’ mohhu, fix-xehta ta’ qalbu—
karattra.
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